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ARKANSAS STUDENTS MAKING GAINS ON AP TESTS,
INCREASINGLY TAKING MORE CHALLENGING COURSES

LITTLE ROCK — Advanced Placement (AP) scores and the number of public school
students taking the AP tests have once again gone up in Arkansas, according to 2010-
2011 data released by the College Board.

In all, 21,280 Arkansas high school students took an AP test last school year. That’s an
increase of 6.5 percent over the previous year. Those students took 36,421 AP exams,
which is an 8.7 percent increase.

Most notably, Arkansas experienced a significant increase in the number of tests
receiving a grade of 3, 4, or 5, which are the marks generally allowed for college credit.
There were 10,949 such scores, which is an increase of 12.3 percent.

“Taking rigorous advanced placement courses helps students prepare for college,” said
Commissioner of Education Dr. Tom Kimbrell. “| am encouraged by the increasing
diversity among our students who are taking advanced courses. It is evident from their
success that we need to continue to provide access to challenging courses and
opportunities that enrich the lives of all students.”

The gains cut across demographic lines:

— Among white students, the number of test takers increased 6.2 percent and scores
of 3, 4, and 5 increased 14.7 percent.

— Among black students, the number of test takers increased 7.4 percent and scores
of 3, 4 and 5 increased 15.4 percent.

— Among Hispanic students, the number of test takers increased 19.9 percent and
scores of 3, 4, and 5 increased 12.4 percent.

Arkansas is the only state that requires every school district to offer at least one AP
course in each of the four core subjects — mathematics, English, social studies, and
science. Arkansas also picks up the cost of each AP test as an incentive for students to
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take AP.

Additional AP score data is available at
http://arkansased.org/about/pdf/releases/college_board _ap table 091411.pdf
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