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LITTLE ROCK: Smart Core will be the required high school curriculum for 
Garland County’s Lakeside School District students beginning with ninth-graders 
in the 2009-2010 school year. The district’s school board voted on the matter 
Tuesday night, with the only exception being for those students whose course 
requirements are dictated by individual education plans. 
 
“Congratulations to Superintendent Cook, the Board of Education and especially 
the students in Lakeside,” said Dr. Ken James, Arkansas Commissioner of 
Education. “This is the first district we know of to officially adopt Smart Core as 
not only the default but as ‘the’ curriculum for all students. The Lakeside School 
Board and administration are to be commended for taking an action that will 
provide students with the foundation for success after high school.”  
 
Smart Core is the state’s default curriculum beginning with the graduating class 
of 2010 that provides the foundation for both college- and career readiness.  A 
fourth-year of higher mathematics after Algebra II and three years of laboratory-
based science are the courses that set it apart from the state’s Core curriculum. 
Research by ACT and other groups has shown that students achieve higher 
scores on college-placement tests and are more likely to succeed in their first 
year of college or in a career if they have taken the courses required in Smart 
Core. 
 
“The only real change in course requirements we will have to make for our 
students is to enroll them in physics or chemistry,” said Lakeside Superintendent 
Shawn Cook. Previously, students could take an environmental science course 
as their third science requirement in lieu of chemistry or physics, he said. 
Lakeside students already complete the four years of math courses required in 
Smart Core. 
 
Arkansas was one of the first two states in the country to adopt a curriculum as 
rigorous as Smart Core, though many other states have since followed suit and 
eight have made their version of Smart Core the required curriculum for all 
students. “I sincerely hope that our state will eventually mandate the Smart Core 
curriculum for the benefit of the students that we are here to serve.  It is very 
encouraging to see Lakeside moving forward without a state mandate. Just as 
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Arkansas was a model for other states to follow, I imagine Lakeside will be an 
example other districts will want to emulate.” 
 
 
 

The Arkansas Department of Education strives to ensure that all 
children in the state have access to a quality education by providing 
educators, administrators and staff with leadership, resources and 

training. 
 

 
 
 
 


