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PROCEEDI NGS

CONSI DERATI ON OF JOHNNY KEY AS COWM SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  Good norning, everyone.

Vel come to the March 25, 2015 special meeting of the
Arkansas Board of Education. |[|f you have a cel

phone, portable comunication device, please place it
on silent or vibrate. W have one itemthat's on our
agenda this norning which is consideration of

enpl oyment of Conmi ssioner of Education. So what we
are going todois we will go into executive session
for purposes of considering this matter. W wll go
over our procedures and then we will invite M. Key
tojoin us in our executive session for an interview
VW will not take a vote or make a decision in
executive session. Once we have conpl eted our
questions and any discussion with regard to the

enpl oyment, we will adjourn the executive session and
return and any decision will be made in an open
nmeeting. Is that the correct procedure, M. Lasiter?

MR LASITER. Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: | am al so advi sed by | egal
counsel that since this is a personnel matter there
w |l not be the opportunity for public coment
because on personnel matters typically you don't
al low for public comrent on those decisions. So that
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wi Il be our procedure. Are there any questions from
anyone?
(A BRI EF MOMENT OF Sl LENCE)

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: M. Reith and M. Davis,
are you with us?

MR DAVIS: Yes, we are.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Ckay. W will -- then when
we adjourn to executive session since we have you on
t he speakerphone and cell phone we will carry you
Wth us into executive session. And then we wll
return after we adjourn -- or after we adjourn the
executive session. Al right. So wth that, then we
w |l go into another conference roomfor executive
session. Thank you.

(OFF THE RECORD - 10:16 A M)

(BACK ON THE RECORD - 12:31 P.M)

(COURT REPORTER S NOTE:  Ms. Reith left the
neet i ng/ conference call before com ng back on the
record.)

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Ckay. | will -- we have
everyone -- M. Davis, are you still with us?

MR. DAVIS: Yes, | am

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Ckay. Good. Al right.
V¥ have returned fromexecutive session and | wll
now entertain a notion regarding the action itemon

Sharon Hill Court Reporting





O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 4

our agenda, which is the Consideration of Johnny Key
as Conmi ssioner of Educati on.

MS. MAHONY: M. Chairman, so noved.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Al right. Ms. Mhony
noves --

M5. NEWTON:  Second.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: -- that the Board enpl oy
Johnny Key as Commi ssioner of Education and M.

Newt on has seconded that notion. |s there any
di scussion? Hearing none, those in favor say "aye."
(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  Cpposed "no?" All right.

M. Key, congratul ations. \élcone.
[ APPLAUSE]

MR KEY: I'd like to say a few words.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: | think that would be
appropriate.

MR. KEY: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank you
to the Board for your confidence today. | want to
thank Governor Hutchinson for his confidence in
nomnating me for this position. | won't speak |ong
but | just want to voice to you all, to the Governor,
to the people of Arkansas, ny commtment in |eading
this Departnent and working with the teamthat we
have in place, working with our conmunities, working
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with the stakehol ders, the teachers, the parents, our
admnistrators in noving Arkansas forward. As | said
a coupl e of weeks ago when the CGovernor made his
announcenment that | would like to see us nove from
the discussion of adequacy, where we've been since in
the post-Lakeview era, to one where we start talking
about excel l ence and noving our state along that path
where we identify those -- that excellence that
already exists. It exists in Little Rock, it exists
inthe Delta, it exists in south Arkansas and north
Arkansas, and pointing out where that's occurring and
buil ding on that everywhere else in the state because
we are -- our state is poised for great growth; our
state is poised as has been denmonstrated with the
Governor's conputer science and coding project.
VW' re now receiving national attention. Arkansas
deserves national attention for the good things that
are going on here. And | wll work with you, work
with the admnistration, work with our partners to
make sure that we are comunicating all the wonderfu
things that are happening and build on that so that
each child in Arkansas is afforded the best possible
education that we can offer them and | want to be a
partner with you in that effort. So, thank you all
CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  Thank you.
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[ APPLAUSE]

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  Again, congratul ations.

M5. ZOOK: His famly is with him

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  Ch, and you have your
fam|ly here. Wuld you like to introduce who you
have?

MR. KEY: Yes, thank you, M. Chairman. M wfe
Shannon; ny daughter Rachel; ny son Ryan is in
Engl and this semester with the U of A Study Abroad,
and ny sister-in-law Dana Shockl ey and Sidney and
Levi, who are down here for spring break.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Al right. Thank you.
Ms. Key, take a good |ong | ook because you may not
see much of him

MRS. KEY: | understand.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: But thank you for being
here and thank you for your commtment to support
Johnny in this endeavor. And we have all the
confidence in the world in what he will do.

MRS. KEY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  So any ot her discussion,
any questions, any nore business to cone before? |If
none, we are adj our ned.

(The nmeeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m)
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON 1 will be our procedure. Are there any questions from
SPECI AL MEETI NG 2 anyone?
March 25, 2015 3 (A BRIEF MOMENT OF SILENCE)
4 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Ms. Reith and Mr. Davis,
APPEARANCES: 5 are you with us?
M Samel \Ledoe ter - S R VS Yo eae |
Ms. Al'i ce Mahony Board Menber 7 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Okay. Wewill -- then when
M YLSKLLSaYLeLS Board Nember 8 we adjourn to executive session since we have you on
Dr. Jay Barth Board Menber .
Ms. Diane Zook Board Menber 9 the speakerphone and cell phone we will carry you
. 10 with us into executive session. And then we will
APPEARANCES (vi a tel ephone): . .
M. Mreya Reith Board Merrber 11 return _after we adjourn —-or after we adjourn the
M. Kim Davis Board Menber 12 executive session. All right. So with that, then we
LEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE BOARD: 13 will go into another conference room for executive
\E DS TR (D5 cneal souesel w4 sesson. Thenkyou |
M LIRLPRENG, ARE Dept ol ney Speci al | ot 15 (OFF THE RECORD - 10:16 A.M.)
V5. JENNI FER DAVI S, ADE Attof ney SpeC| alist 16 (BACK ON THE RECORD - 12:31 P.M.)
17 (COURT REPORTER'S NOTE: Ms. Reith left the
18 meeting/conference call before coming back on the
19 record.)
20 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Okay. | will -- we have
21 everyone -- Mr. Davis, are you still with us?
22 MR. DAVIS: Yes, | am.
23 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Okay. Good. All right.
Sharon H || Qourt Reporting 24 We have returned from executive session and | will
(501) 847-0510 25 now entertain amotion regarding the action item on
Page 2 Page 4
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 our agenda, which is the Consideration of Johnny Key
2 A-1: CONSIDERATION OF JOHNNY KEY AS COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION | 2 as Commissioner of Education.
3 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Good morning, everyone. | 3 MS. MAHONY : Mr. Chairman, so moved.
4 Welcome to the March 25, 2015 special meeting of the | 4 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: All right. Ms. Mahony
5 Arkansas Board of Education. If you have acell 5 moves --
6 phone, portable communication device, please placeit | 6 MS. NEWTON: Second.
7 on silent or vibrate. We have one item that's on our 7 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: -- that the Board employ
8 agenda this morning which is consideration of 8 Johnny Key as Commissioner of Education and Ms.
9 employment of Commissioner of Education. Sowhat we | 9 Newton has seconded that motion. s there any
10 are going to do iswe will go into executive session 10 discussion? Hearing none, those in favor say "aye."
11 for purposes of considering this matter. Wewill go |11 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
12 over our procedures and then we will invite Mr. Key |12 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Opposed "no?" All right.
13 tojoin usin our executive session for an interview. 13 Mr. Key, congratulations. Welcome.
14 We will not take a vote or make adecision in 14 [APPLAUSE]
15 executive session. Once we have completed our 15 MR. KEY: I'd like to say afew words.
16 guestions and any discussion with regard to the 16 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: | think that would be
17 employment, we will adjourn the executive sessionand |17 appropriate.
18 return and any decision will be made in an open 18 MR. KEY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you
19 meeting. Isthat the correct procedure, Mr. Lasiter? |19 to the Board for your confidence today. | want to
20 MR. LASITER: Yes, sir. 20 thank Governor Hutchinson for his confidence in
21 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: | am also advised by legal |21 nominating me for this position. | won't speak long
22 counsel that since thisis a personnel matter there 22 but | just want to voice to you all, to the Governor,
23 will not be the opportunity for public comment 23 to the people of Arkansas, my commitment in leading
24 because on personnel matters typically you don't 24 this Department and working with the team that we
25 alow for public comment on those decisions. Sothat |25 have in place, working with our communities, working
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1 with the stakeholders, the teachers, the parents, our
2 administrators in moving Arkansas forward. Asl said
3 a couple of weeks ago when the Governor made his
4 announcement that | would like to see us move from
5 the discussion of adequacy, where we've been since in
6 the post-Lakeview era, to one where we start talking
7 about excellence and moving our state along that path
8 where we identify those -- that excellence that
9 already exists. It existsin Little Rock, it exists
10 in the Delta, it existsin south Arkansas and north
11 Arkansas, and pointing out where that's occurring and
12 building on that everywhere else in the state because
13 we are -- our state is poised for great growth; our
14 state is poised as has been demonstrated with the
15 Governor's computer science and coding project.
16 We're now receiving national attention. Arkansas
17 deserves national attention for the good things that
18 aregoing on here. And I will work with you, work
19 with the administration, work with our partnersto
20 make sure that we are communicating all the wonderful
21 things that are happening and build on that so that
22 each child in Arkansas is afforded the best possible
23 education that we can offer them, and | want to be a
24 partner with you in that effort. So, thank you all.
25 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Thank you.
Page 6
1 [APPLAUSE]
2 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Again, congratulations.
3 MS. ZOOK: Hisfamily iswith him.
4 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: Oh, and you have your
5 family here. Would you like to introduce who you
6 have?
7 MR. KEY: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. My wife
8 Shannon; my daughter Rachel; my son Ryanisin
9 England this semester with the U of A Study Abroad,;
10 and my sister-in-law Dana Shockley and Sidney and
11 Levi, who are down here for spring break.
12 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: All right. Thank you.
13 Mrs. Key, take a good long look because you may not
14 see much of him.
15 MRS. KEY: | understand.
16 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: But thank you for being
17 here and thank you for your commitment to support
18 Johnny in this endeavor. And we have al the
19 confidence in the world in what he will do.
20 MRS. KEY: Thank you.
21 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER: So any other discussion,
22 any questions, any more business to come before? If
23 none, we are adjourned.
24 (The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.)
25
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A-1:

PROCEEDI NGS

CONSI DERATI ON OF JOHNNY KEY AS COW SSI ONER OF EDUCATI ON

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Good norni ng, everyone.

Wl come to the March 25, 2015 special neeting of the
Arkansas Board of Education. If you have a cel

phone, portable comuni cation device, please place it
on silent or vibrate. W have one itemthat's on our
agenda this norning which is consideration of

enpl oyment of Conmi ssioner of Education. So what we
are going to dois we will go into executive session
for purposes of considering this matter. W wll go
over our procedures and then we will invite M. Key
to join us in our executive session for an interview
W will not take a vote or nake a decision in
executive session. Once we have conpl eted our
questions and any discussion with regard to the

enpl oyment, we will adjourn the executive session and
return and any decision will be made in an open
neeting. |s that the correct procedure, M. Lasiter?

MR. LASITER  Yes, sir.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: | am al so advi sed by | ega
counsel that since this is a personnel matter there
wi Il not be the opportunity for public coment
because on personnel matters typically you don't

allow for public comment on those decisions. So that
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will be our procedure. Are there any questions from
anyone?
(A BRI EF MOVENT OF SI LENCE)

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Ms. Reith and M. Davis,
are you with us?

MR DAVIS: Yes, we are.

CHAl RVAN LEDBETTER: Ckay. We will -- then when
we adjourn to executive session since we have you on
t he speaker phone and cell phone we will carry you
with us into executive session. And then we w |
return after we adjourn -- or after we adjourn the
executive session. Al right. So with that, then we
will go into another conference roomfor executive
session. Thank you.

(OFF THE RECORD - 10:16 A M)
(BACK ON THE RECORD - 12:31 P.M)
(COURT REPORTER S NOTE: Ms. Reith left the

neeti ng/ conference call before com ng back on the

record.)
CHAIl RVAN LEDBETTER: Ckay. | will -- we have
everyone -- M. Davis, are you still with us?

MR DAVIS: Yes, | am
CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Okay. Good. All right.
We have returned from executive session and | w |l

now entertain a notion regarding the action itemon
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our agenda, which is the Consideration of Johnny Key
as Comm ssi oner of Educati on.

MS. MAHONY: M. Chairman, so noved.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Al right. M. Mhony
moves - -

MS. NEWION:  Second.

CHAI RVMAN LEDBETTER: -- that the Board enpl oy
Johnny Key as Conm ssi oner of Education and Ms.
Newt on has seconded that notion. |Is there any
di scussi on? Hearing none, those in favor say "aye."

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAl RVAN LEDBETTER.  Opposed "no?" Al right.

M. Key, congratul ations. Wl cone.
[ APPLAUSE]

MR KEY: 1'dIlike to say a few words.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: | think that would be
appropri ate.

MR. KEY: Thank you, M. Chairman, and thank you
to the Board for your confidence today. | want to
t hank Governor Hutchinson for his confidence in
nom nating me for this position. | won't speak |ong
but I just want to voice to you all, to the CGovernor,
to the people of Arkansas, ny commtment in |eading
this Departnment and working with the teamthat we

have in place, working with our comunities, working
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with the stakehol ders, the teachers, the parents, our
adm nistrators in noving Arkansas forward. As | said
a coupl e of weeks ago when the Governor made his
announcenent that | would like to see us nmove from

t he di scussion of adequacy, where we've been since in
t he post-Lakeview era, to one where we start talking
about excel |l ence and noving our state along that path
where we identify those -- that excellence that
already exists. It exists in Little Rock, it exists
inthe Delta, it exists in south Arkansas and north
Arkansas, and pointing out where that's occurring and
buil ding on that everywhere else in the state because
we are -- our state is poised for great growth; our
state is poised as has been denpbnstrated with the
Governor's conputer science and coding project.

We're now receiving national attention. Arkansas
deserves national attention for the good things that
are going on here. And | wll work with you, work
with the admnistration, work with our partners to
make sure that we are communicating all the wonderful
t hi ngs that are happening and build on that so that
each child in Arkansas is afforded the best possible
education that we can offer them and | want to be a
partner wwth you in that effort. So, thank you all.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER:  Thank you.
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[ APPLAUSE]

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Agai n, congratul ations.

MS. ZOOK: His famly is with him

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: Ch, and you have your
famly here. Wuld you like to introduce who you
have?

MR. KEY: Yes, thank you, M. Chairman. W wfe
Shannon; ny daughter Rachel; nmy son Ryan is in
Engl and this senester with the U of A Study Abroad;
and ny sister-in-law Dana Shockl ey and Si dney and
Levi, who are down here for spring break.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: All right. Thank you.
Ms. Key, take a good | ong | ook because you may not
see much of him

MRS. KEY: | understand.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: But thank you for being
here and thank you for your conmtnent to support
Johnny in this endeavor. And we have all the
confidence in the world in what he will do.

MRS. KEY: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LEDBETTER: So any ot her di scussi on,
any questions, any nore business to cone before? |If
none, we are adjourned.

(The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m)
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              1                       P R O C E E D I N G S 


              2  A-1:  CONSIDERATION OF JOHNNY KEY AS COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 


              3                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Good morning, everyone.  


              4            Welcome to the March 25, 2015 special meeting of the 


              5            Arkansas Board of Education.  If you have a cell 


              6            phone, portable communication device, please place it 


              7            on silent or vibrate.  We have one item that's on our 


              8            agenda this morning which is consideration of 


              9            employment of Commissioner of Education.  So what we 


             10            are going to do is we will go into executive session 


             11            for purposes of considering this matter.  We will go 


             12            over our procedures and then we will invite Mr. Key 


             13            to join us in our executive session for an interview.  


             14            We will not take a vote or make a decision in 


             15            executive session.  Once we have completed our 


             16            questions and any discussion with regard to the 


             17            employment, we will adjourn the executive session and 


             18            return and any decision will be made in an open 


             19            meeting.  Is that the correct procedure, Mr. Lasiter? 


             20                 MR. LASITER:  Yes, sir. 


             21                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  I am also advised by legal 


             22            counsel that since this is a personnel matter there 


             23            will not be the opportunity for public comment 


             24            because on personnel matters typically you don't 


             25            allow for public comment on those decisions.  So that 
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              1            will be our procedure.  Are there any questions from 


              2            anyone? 


              3                    (A BRIEF MOMENT OF SILENCE) 


              4                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Ms. Reith and Mr. Davis, 


              5            are you with us? 


              6                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, we are. 


              7                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Okay.  We will -- then when 


              8            we adjourn to executive session since we have you on 


              9            the speakerphone and cell phone we will carry you 


             10            with us into executive session.  And then we will 


             11            return after we adjourn -- or after we adjourn the 


             12            executive session.  All right.  So with that, then we 


             13            will go into another conference room for executive 


             14            session.  Thank you. 


             15                   (OFF THE RECORD - 10:16 A.M.) 


             16                 (BACK ON THE RECORD - 12:31 P.M.) 


             17                 (COURT REPORTER'S NOTE:  Ms. Reith left the 


             18            meeting/conference call before coming back on the 


             19            record.) 


             20                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Okay.  I will -- we have 


             21            everyone -- Mr. Davis, are you still with us? 


             22                 MR. DAVIS:  Yes, I am. 


             23                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Okay.  Good.  All right.  


             24            We have returned from executive session and I will 


             25            now entertain a motion regarding the action item on 
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              1            our agenda, which is the Consideration of Johnny Key 


              2            as Commissioner of Education. 


              3                 MS. MAHONY:  Mr. Chairman, so moved. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  All right.  Ms. Mahony 


              5            moves -- 


              6                 MS. NEWTON:  Second. 


              7                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  -- that the Board employ 


              8            Johnny Key as Commissioner of Education and Ms. 


              9            Newton has seconded that motion.  Is there any 


             10            discussion?  Hearing none, those in favor say "aye." 


             11                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             12                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Opposed "no?"  All right.  


             13            Mr. Key, congratulations.  Welcome. 


             14                             [APPLAUSE] 


             15                 MR. KEY:  I'd like to say a few words. 


             16                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  I think that would be 


             17            appropriate. 


             18                 MR. KEY:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you 


             19            to the Board for your confidence today.  I want to 


             20            thank Governor Hutchinson for his confidence in 


             21            nominating me for this position.  I won't speak long 


             22            but I just want to voice to you all, to the Governor, 


             23            to the people of Arkansas, my commitment in leading 


             24            this Department and working with the team that we 


             25            have in place, working with our communities, working 
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              1            with the stakeholders, the teachers, the parents, our 


              2            administrators in moving Arkansas forward.  As I said 


              3            a couple of weeks ago when the Governor made his 


              4            announcement that I would like to see us move from 


              5            the discussion of adequacy, where we've been since in 


              6            the post-Lakeview era, to one where we start talking 


              7            about excellence and moving our state along that path 


              8            where we identify those -- that excellence that 


              9            already exists.  It exists in Little Rock, it exists 


             10            in the Delta, it exists in south Arkansas and north 


             11            Arkansas, and pointing out where that's occurring and 


             12            building on that everywhere else in the state because 


             13            we are -- our state is poised for great growth; our 


             14            state is poised as has been demonstrated with the 


             15            Governor's computer science and coding project.  


             16            We're now receiving national attention.  Arkansas 


             17            deserves national attention for the good things that 


             18            are going on here.  And I will work with you, work 


             19            with the administration, work with our partners to 


             20            make sure that we are communicating all the wonderful 


             21            things that are happening and build on that so that 


             22            each child in Arkansas is afforded the best possible 


             23            education that we can offer them, and I want to be a 


             24            partner with you in that effort.  So, thank you all. 


             25                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Thank you. 
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              1                             [APPLAUSE] 


              2                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Again, congratulations. 


              3                 MS. ZOOK:  His family is with him. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  Oh, and you have your 


              5            family here.  Would you like to introduce who you 


              6            have? 


              7                 MR. KEY:  Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman.  My wife 


              8            Shannon; my daughter Rachel; my son Ryan is in 


              9            England this semester with the U of A Study Abroad; 


             10            and my sister-in-law Dana Shockley and Sidney and 


             11            Levi, who are down here for spring break. 


             12                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  All right.  Thank you.  


             13            Mrs. Key, take a good long look because you may not 


             14            see much of him. 


             15                 MRS. KEY:  I understand. 


             16                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  But thank you for being 


             17            here and thank you for your commitment to support 


             18            Johnny in this endeavor.  And we have all the 


             19            confidence in the world in what he will do.   


             20                 MRS. KEY:  Thank you. 


             21                 CHAIRMAN LEDBETTER:  So any other discussion, 


             22            any questions, any more business to come before?  If 


             23            none, we are adjourned. 


             24              (The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p.m.) 
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