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Reports
Report-1 Chair's Report

Presenter: Dr. Jay Barth

Consent Agenda

CA1 Minutes — March 11, 2015

Presenter: Deborah Coffman
Action Agenda

A-1 Consideration of Presentation from Metroplan

Presenter: Jeff Runder, GIS Planner for Metroplan

A-2 Consideration of Perspective from Communities

Presenter: Kelly Rodgers, Superintendent of North Little Rock Public School District; Scott Miller, NLRSD
Board President; Joe Smith, North Little Rock Mayor (Isaac Henry, Special Assistant to the Mayor will speak
on his behalf); Steve Winchester or Terry Hartwick, North Little Rock Chamber of Commerce; Wes Havens,
Co-Chair of the NLRSD Capital Improvement Campaign ( 2012); Mike Kemp, Mayor of Shannon Hills; Rita
Vess and Martin Gipson of Scott

A-3 Consideration of Perspectives from Legislators

Presenter: Senator Linda Chesterfield, Senate District 30; Representative Julie Mayberry, District 27; and
Representative Mark Lowery, District 39



A-4 Public Comment

Presenter: Dr. Jay Barth, Chair



Minutes
State Board of Education Special Committee
for the Pulaski County Boundaries Study
Wednesday, March 11, 2015

The State Board of Education Special Committee for the Pulaski County
Boundaries Study met Wednesday, March 11, 2015, in the Auditorium of the
Department of Education Building. Chairman Jay Barth called the meeting to
order at 2:03 p.m.

Present: Dr. Jay Barth, Chair; Sam Ledbetter; Diane Zook; and Kim Davis

Additional Board Members in Attendance: Toyce Newton and Vicki Saviers

Consent Agenda

Ms. Zook moved, seconded by Mr. Davis, to approve the consent agenda. The
motion carried unanimously.

Items included in the Consent Agenda:
*  Minutes — February 13, 2015

Action Agenda
A-1 Consideration of Report from Metroplan

Mr. Jim McKenzie, Executive Director of Metroplan introduced Mr. Jeff Runder
Public Policy Analyst and GIS Planner. Mr. Runder said some portions of the
four school districts are not in Pulaski County. He said some of the districts do
not align with the city limits. He said the population issues include a difference
between school age population and actual student enrollment. He said the racial
composition is not consistent across the districts. Mr. Runder presented maps
showing the distribution by race across the county. He also presented population
changes 2000-2010 and tables of the property tax base.

The committee took no action.

A-2 Consideration of Area Superintendents’ Perspectives

Mr. Kelly Rodgers, Superintendent of North Little Rock School District, said in
2012 the North Little Rock School Board voted to reorganize the district. The



plan is to have nine (9) elementary schools, one middle school, and one high
school. He said the plan focused on neighborhood schools and the resources to
provide a quality education for the students. He said his board was interested in
economic development in North Little Rock and North Little Rock School District.
He said the board was interested in securing boundaries aligned to the North
Little Rock city limits. Mr. Rodgers presented a map showing the new
elementary school zones. He said each elementary building was built for 500
plus students. He said all of the new buildings in NLRSD were built for growth of
additional students. He showed areas on the map of where the district is
interested in expansion.

Dr. Dexter Suggs, Little Rock School District Superintendent, said the west side
of the city of Little Rock needs new schools to meet the growth in this area. He
said the opportunity to expand to the city limits of Little Rock would assist the
Little Rock School District.

Dr. Jerry Guess, Pulaski County Special School District Superintendent, said the
four existing districts should remain geographically as they are. In addition, Dr.
Guess recommended an alternative option to include a countywide district with
one superintendent under the authority of the state commissioner of education.

Mr. Bobby Lester, Jacksonville North Pulaski School District Superintendent,
provided a brief history of boundary changes in Pulaski County. He also
provided a history of the efforts of the Jacksonville North Pulaski School District
to detach from the Pulaski County Special School District and form a new district.
He asked that the boundaries for Jacksonville North Pulaski School District
remain unchanged.

The committee took no action.

Chair’s Report
Chairman Barth said the committee would reach out to area legislators, area
leaders and the general public to report at the next meeting.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 3:16 p.m.

Minutes recorded by Deborah Coffman.
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Wes Havens
North Little Rock Community Member

Arkansas State Board of Education
Special Committee for the Pulaski County Boundaries Study

April 8, 2015



Real Estate Valuation Disparities Between Districts

2013/14 Total Real Estate 2013/14 Average Daily 2013/14 Per Capita Real Estate

Valuations * Attendance ** Valuations
LRSD $2,402,445,332 22,098 $108,718
PCSSD $2,011,280,322 15,787 $127,401
NLRSD $541,436,944 7,998 $67,697

* Data taken from most recent ADE Assessment and 28% Pullback Report
** Data taken from ADE’s 2013-2014 Annual Statistical Report



Residential Real Estate Valuation Disparities Between

Districts

Estimated Most Recent
Residential Real Estate
Valuations **

Most Recent Non Residential
Real Estate Valuations *

LRSD S 1,052,930,937 S 1,349,514,395
PCSSD S 525,096,084 S 1,486,184,238
NLRSD S 190,643,725 S 350,793,219

* Data taken from Pulaski County Assessors Office via ARCountyData.com

Per Capita Residential Real Estate

Valuations
S 61,070
S 94,140
S 43,860

** Estimated Residential Value = Total Real Estate Value reported on Statistical Report — Non Residential data

reported by Pulaski Co Assessors Office



Geographic Footprint of NLRSD
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Non Residential Property Disparities Between

Districts
Most Recently Reported Non Average Students per Non
Residential Parcels * Residential Properties
LRSD 8,537 2.6
PCSSD 4,174 3.8
NLRSD 2,064 3.9

The NLRSD receives relatively less support from Non
Residential Properties as it is confined to current district
boundaries rather than more practical geographical or city
related boundaries.

* Data taken from Pulaski County Assessors Office via ARCountyData.com
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Shannon Hills

" + .’"
10401 High Road East

72103 ARKANSAS
501-455-2003 www.shannonhills.ar.gov Fax 501-455-3103
Vike Kemp Allen Spears Mel Aldridge David Passmore Robin Baker Mury Meyers
Mayor Police Chief Fire Chief Public Works Recorder Treasurer

February 19, 2015

Boundary Study Committee
Arkansas Board of Education
Little Rock, AR

Dear Committee:

It is wonderful to see someone finally deciding to examine the potential for improvement in the
educational lives of Central Arkansas students and their families as it relates to jurisdictional
boundaries. There is no doubt there are opportunities to better serve all with some adjustments
that likely would involve a relative few.

Specifically, our situation in Shannon Hills is this: students and their families living west of Otter
Creek are in Bryant School District, while those living east of Otter Creek are forced to be a part
of Pulaski County Special School District.

Shannon Hills is entirely in Saline County. We have Robert L. Davis Elementary, of the Bryant
School District in the middle of our community. PCSSD has never and is not likely to ever build
any educational facility anywhere in Saline County, much less Shannon Hills.

A relatively small number of students living east of Otter Creek in Shannon Hills are at present
bused miles away to PCCSD Schools on Dixon Road. Elementary students are forced to get up
early in the morning to board a bus when there is a school close enough most could walk or ride
their bikes. Additionally, PCSSD is forced to run buses longer distances for a relatively small
number of students.

[ know from first-hand experience the confusion caused when a Saline County voter attempted to
vote in a PCSSD election, before the district was taken over by the State. I managed to
inconveniently cast a ballot once only after determined persistent insistence. I certainly felt
disenfranchised. I am confident statistical documentation of Saline County voter
disenfranchisement could be easily seen by anyone examining historical voting records for past
PCSSD elections.

The first two words are an indicator of a potential issue or concern for Shannon Hills residents;
Pulaski County not Saline County. Property tax valuations are not synchronized across county
lines, resulting in disparities between those residents of Saline County in PCSSD and residents of
Pulaski County in PCSSD.



Shannon Hills &

10401 High Road East

72103 ARKANSAS
501-455-2003 www.shannonhills.ar.goy Fax 501-455-3103
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There are many reasons why it just makes sense for students, taxpayers, communities and school
districts that we allow all of Shannon Hills to be part of the Bryant School District. Please find
attached a resolution of support from the Shannon Hills City Council.

Maybe the best thing for everyone is to keep it simple and efficient. Let’s just keep Saline
County in Saline County and concentrate on life-long learning.

Please feel free to contact me. I am available at your convenience to discuss this issue further.

Sincerely,

Mayor MikeKerip
City of Shannon Hills

MK:mk

cc: Jay Barth
Sam Ledbetter
Diane Zook
Kim Davis
Dr. Jerry Guess, Superintendent PCSSD
Dr. Tom Kimbrell, Superintendent Bryant Schools
Michele Lewis, Principal Davis Elementary
Everette Hatcher, JP 2 Saline County
Shannon Hills City Council

Attachment: (1)



RESOLUTION NUMBER 2015-004

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR ALL OF SHANNON HILLS TO BE
INCLUDED IN THE BRYANT SCHOOL DISTRICT

WHEREAS, the leadership for City of Shannon Hills strives to be good stewards
of the public trust, and

WHEREAS, the City of Shannon Hills strives to provide the best quality of life
possible and encourages life-long learning, and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Shannon Hills City Council to help ensure the
best possible education opportunities for its citizens and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Shannon Hills City Council to encourage local
schools and the efficient use of education facilities,

WHEREAS, Shannon Hills is in Saline County and most of Shannon Hills is a part
of the Bryant School in Saline County, while only a small portion of Shannon Hills
is forced to be a part of Pulaski County Special School District in Pulaski County,

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The City Council of Shannon Hills hereby makes it known it is in full support of
efforts to allow ALL of Shannon Hills students to be a part of the Bryant School
District.

THIS RESOLUTION adopted this 10" day of February, 2015.

- !
Mike Kemp, Mayor / Date S M“ke
&
e %.Zj,{,z, rff:},[j{,tj j A &L - i/ -/ 5 Maﬂd‘

ATTEST: Robin Baker, Recorder ‘ﬁatel



Monica Davidson
14325 N Brechen Dr
Shannon Hills, AR 72103

Dear Committee:

I am thrilled to hear that there is a possibility of redrawing the school district lines that affect Shannon
Hills. For many years, those of us who live in the small portion of Shannon Hills that is in PCSSD have
bemoaned the fact that children are being bussed an unnecessary distance, particularly for elementary
school, when there are closer schools available. Davis Elementary, of Bryant School District, is a mere
mile and a half from where | live, close enough to walk or bike if wanted, whereas Daisy Bates
Elementary, of PCSSD, is almost nine miles away. This is an unnecessary usage of time and resources
from both the school district and the families affected, such as mine. While my daughter is not yet of
school age, | am already looking in to where she will be attending school someday, and | would like for

- Bryant School District to be a possibility. However, between zoning and the fact PCSSD continues to opt
out of School Choice, the extremely convenient option of Davis Elementary is not available to us.

I would also like for my daughter to be able to benefits from the events held in our community that are
centered around Davis Elementary, events which, while | may support and help with them, she won’t
benefit from due to being a PCSSD student, or private school student, not Bryant School District. Davis
Elementary is a central part of the community in Shannon Hills, and the students there enjoy a
wonderful relationship with our local police force, firefighters, and city officials. | would love for my
daughter to have an opportunity to experience that, as | believe such experiences help foster a sense of
community all too often lost today due to sprawling cities. Bryant School District also offers resources to
its students that PCSSD does not, such as concurrent enrollment with UALR, in addition to AP Testing, a
thriving sports and band program and the support of the community of Bryant and its part of Saline
County.

Itis also bothersome to be Ilvmg in Saline County but be in PCSSD. At least once, my mother has been
called to jury duty within Pulaski County due to her name being on the PCSSD tax rosters. The burden of
proof of her home being in Saline County, not Pulaski County as the school district would suggest, fell
upon us to prevent her from being seen as not reporting to jury duty. As a Saline County resident, she is
not eligible to serve jury duty in Pulaski County. Circumstances such as this surely cannot be convenient
for the court system in Pulaski County either. Also, the tax rates between Saline County and Pulaski
County vary, and therefore the residents of Saline County who are in PCSSD pay a different rate towards
the district than residents of Pulaski County. This is neither good nor bad, but it is definitely not fair to
whichever side is taxed more due to their county.

I'am very much in support of the district lines being redrawn to inciude all of the city of Shannon Hills in
Bryant School District. This redrawing would result in a very small loss of students on the part of PCSSD

and an improvement in the utilization of resources on the part of both school districts. | believe that this
change would ultimately benefit all involved, as well as make the district lines make a lot more sense.

Sincerely,

[ =

Monica Davidson




Jeff Arey

March 23, 2015

Saline County Judge

Boundary Study Committee
Arkansas Board of Education
Little Rock, Arkansas

Dear Committee:

| am writing in logical support of the most efficient and productive education of all central Arkansas
students. It is with that in mind | enthusiastically encourage a district boundary change allowing Saline
County students to attend Saline County schools especially as it relates to students in the Shannon Hills
area.

Shannon Hills is fortunate to have Davis Elementary of the Bryant School District, but unfortunately only
students on the west side of Otter Creek are allowed in classes there. Students on the east side of Otter
Creek are bused miles away to a Pulaski County Special School District (PCSSD) facility, even though
Davis Elementary is within walking distance.

There are a number of issues created as school district boundaries cross county lines, relating to voting in
elections and tax assessments. We should work to eliminate those whenever possible in fairness to all
taxpayers.

It is imperative that we build school systems and districts in a way that makes it easier for them to
efficiently educate our young people and prepare them to compete in a global economy. PCSSD will
never build a school in Shannon Hills or Saline County for that matter and such a move really would not
be prudent. The same logic that dictates school location for PCSSD should also be applied to school
district boundaries.

PCSSD increases its cost per student for a quality education by busing children from Saline County to
Pulaski County. Our schools must operate efficiently to compete in a global economy and provide the

best value for taxpayers.

| encourage you to consider a logical solution to a long-standing problem. Allow Saline County students to
attend Saline County schools.

Please feel free to contact me at your convenience to discuss this issue further.

Saline County Judge

Saline County Courthouse, 200 North Main Street, Suite 117, Benton, AR 72015
501.303.5640
jeff.arey@salinecounty.org
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REPRESENTATIVE

Julie Mayberry
3022 East Woadson I.atcral Road
chﬁley, Arkansas 72065-9169

501-888-8222 Business

julic-mﬂy])cn‘y@‘all.ncl
DISTRICT 27

Counties:
Part Saline

Parl Pulaski
COMMITTEES:

Public Transporlalion
Cluirpursou,
Public Transpnrialion and Rail

Subcommittee
Aging, Children and Yaulll, [.cgislati\'c
and Mililary Affairs

Children and Youth Subcommittee

].egislative Joint Au[}itiug Committee

March 23, 2015

Mr. Tony Wood, Commissioner

Arkansas State Board of Education

C/o Special Committee for the Pulaski County Boundaries Study
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201

Dear Mr. Wood and Committee Members:

Thank you for taking the time to receive and review my correspondence.
Although this is the Special Committee for the Pulaski County Boundaries
Study, the concern I write about primarily involves Saline County students,
their families and other Saline County residents.

The boundary for Pulaski County Special School District extends into the
extreme eastern portion of Saline County. That boundary actually cuts in-two
the city of Shannon Hills. The very name of the district tends to alienate
residents of Saline County, but the primary concem is what is best for
students. '

Shannon Hills elementary students in PCSSD are forced to get up early and
arrive home late in order to ride a bus to a school miles away. It is because
they live on the wrong side of Otter Creek. Davis Elementary is within
walking distance for those students but in the Bryant School Disirict. Bus
rides do not help students learn and cost the school district money.

There are other issues as well caused by the district crossing county lines
involving elections, taxes and other areas of concern. This Committee has the
opportunity to make recommendations that can significantly improve
education for all Central Arkansas students and increase efficiency for the
benefit of all Central Arkansas residents.



03/23/2015
2

It is with the above thoughts in mind that I respectfully suggest all Shannon
Hills students be allowed to attend class in Bryant School District. Strong
consideration should also be given to the efficient movement of all Saline
County from PCSSD to Saline County school districts. It is my belief that
this will not only improve the educational experience for children but also
improve efficiency for the learning jurisdictions.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Julie Mayberry
State Representative
District 27



