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Report-1 Chair's Report

Presenter: Toyce Newton 
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Presenter: Johnny Key

Report-3 Learning Services Report

This information is provided to keep the State Board of Education apprised of the Department's work 

activities associated with college and career readiness.

Presenter: Dr. Debbie Jones

Report-4 Learning Services Professional Development Annual Report 

The annual professional development report provides a summary of participation data from the 2014-15 

professional development cycle.

Presenter: Dr. Debbie Jones and Kevin Beaumont

Report-5 Update on Assessment

This information is provided to update the State Board of Education on ACT and ACT Aspire 

implementation.

Presenter: Hope Allen

Report-6 Computer Science Report

A monthly report will be provided to update the State Board on the progress of Governor Asa Hutchinson's 

Computer Science Initiative.

Presenter: Anthony Owen



Report-7 My Child/My Student Report

The ADE Communications Unit provides a quarterly report about the My Child/My Student public 

awareness campaign.  The latest campaign resources are available on the ADE website 

at http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/communications/my-childmy-student.

Presenter: Kimberly Friedman

Report-8 Special Committee on Academic Distress

Blytheville High School - A New Tech School and Blytheville Middle School, Blytheville School District were 

classified as Academic Distressed on February 12, 2015.  On September 11, 2015 the Special Committee 

on Academic Distress met with representatives from the Blytheville School District.  

Presenter: Diane Zook

Report-9 ESEA Flexibility: Focus and Priority Schools

Arkansas' ESEA Flexibility request has been renewed for one year.   The ADE team met with schools that 

have been identified as a focus school or priority school.  The presentations are posted on the ADE website 

at http://www.arkansased.gov/esea-flexibility.

Presenter: Annette Barnes

Report-
10

Educator Effectiveness

The Educator Effectiveness Unit provides a report on progress across the state.

Presenter: Ivy Pfeffer
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College Board Arkansas Public Schools Overview 2014-2015 
 
The College Board’s stated priority of the nation is that as many students as possible graduate from high 
school ready for college and career.  Their programs provide the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), 
Advanced Placement (AP) and the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT) which provides AP potential data to be used at the school level. 
 
Arkansas law is supportive of the AP program through §6-15-1203 whose goal is to: 

1. Increase the number of students enrolled in Advanced Placement mathematics, science, and 
English; 

2. Increase the number of students who score three (3) or more on Advanced Placement exams; 
3. Reduce the participation gaps and performance gaps in Advanced Placement classes between 

African-American, Hispanic, and Caucasian students; 
4. Help public high schools develop strong and successful Advanced Placement programs; 
5. Enhance and augment Advanced Placement policies and initiatives in Arkansas; 
6. Provide Advanced Placement Training and Incentive Programs in every public high school that 

elects to participate and strengthen its Advanced Placement program; and 
7. Increase the number of students prepared to enter science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics fields in higher education or related training and occupations. 
 
The established AP/International Baccalaureate (IB) rules requiring weighted credit for designated AP 
and IB courses will be contingent upon the AP teacher obtaining training; the student taking the entire AP 
or the entire IB course; the student completing the applicable test offered by the College Board for AP 
courses at the end of the AP course or the applicable IB test. 
 
PSAT/NMSQT: 

● In October 2014, 17,038 public school students benefited from taking the PSAT/NMSQT, 
compared to 16,527 in 2013 and 15,069 in 2010. 

● 36.5% of the 11,304 tenth grade PSAT/NMSQT takers were on track for college readiness. 
● 56.2% of the 4,263 eleventh grade PSAT/NMSQT takers were on track for college readiness. 
● With the next administration of the PSAT/NMSQT, the ADE will share the AP Potential template 

and request this communication go home to all students who indicated they have AP Potential. 
SAT: 

● 952 graduating students in Arkansas public schools took the SAT; these college-bound seniors 
accounted for 3% of the total 2015 graduating class. 

● 641 (67.3%) of SAT takers in the class of 2015 met the SAT College and Career Readiness 
Benchmark. 
 



Advanced Placement: 
● In 2015, the most popular AP exams were English Language, English Literature, US History, 

World History, Biology, Calculus, Psychology, and Statistics. 
● 25,757 public school students took an AP exam in 2015, an increase of 0.8% over 2014 (25,547), 

and an increase of 21.8% over 2011 (21,149). 
● In 2015, public school students took 44,951 AP exams, an increase of 1.2% over 2014 (44,424), 

and an increase of 23.9% over 5 years (36,288 AP exam takers in 2011). 
● Participation by all groups has increased except for Black and White students where there was a 

decrease of 2.0% and 2.2%, respectively in 2015. (However, 1,020 students, a 128% increase, 
entered “no response” rather than an ethnic group identifier.) 

● 8,680 students or 33.7% of AP Exam takers scored 3 or higher on at least one AP Exam in May 
2015, an increase of 1.1% over 2014 scores (8,584) of 3 or higher, and an increase of 27.5% over 
2011 scores (6,810) of 3 or higher. 

● 14,391 AP exams received scores of 3 or higher in 2015 compared to 14,146 in 2014, an increase 
of 1.7%, and 10,949 in 2011 (an increase of 31.4% over 5 years). 

● Performance of students with scores of 3 or higher increased for all groups, except White where 
there was a decrease of 2.2%; Hispanic students increased by 15.3%; Asian students increased by 
13.0%; and Black students increased by 2.7%. 

District AP Scores are attached. 
 
 
Gifted & Talented Unit Report 
 
The request for proposals process for Academic Enrichment for the Gifted/Talented in Summer (AEGIS) 
programs is open and proposals for grants to conduct programs for the summer of 2016 will be accepted 
until November 6, 2015.  The summer enrichment programs for gifted students in grades 7-12 may focus 
on the areas of science, mathematics, literature and communications, social studies, computer science, arts 
and music, and foreign languages. 
 
With the addition of another Program Advisor, the unit will be able to provide technical assistance visits 
to school districts on a three-year-cycle to promote better gifted services to students in the State. 
  
Professional Development 
 
Math & Science Partnership  
Professional Development, Curriculum and Instruction, and the HSU ERZ Collaborate for a Professional 
Development Opportunity- August 28-29, 2015 
Two days of professional development were provided at Henderson State University for the state science 
and math specialists, and the Math and Science Partnership project directors and observers in the Garrison 
Center at HSU.  Working through the office of the Educational Renewal Zone at Henderson, under the 
leadership of Paulette Blacknall, arrangements were made to host 70 state leaders in mathematics and 
science.  Kevin Beaumont, Cathy Mackey, and Bill Nielsen along with Rene’ Carson coordinated the 
effort to involve STEM Center specialists, education cooperative specialists, as well as, the Math Science 



Partnership project directors and observers from universities working with professional development in 
the schools throughout the state.  
  
All participants received training in the Reformed Teaching Observational Protocol (RTOP). The training 
was provided by two members of the Educational Assessment Staff from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Rachael Cochran and Jason Fulmore.   The purpose of the training was to teach participants 
how to observe teachers who have received training through ADE or MSP professional development and 
determine if the professional development provided made significant changes in classroom pedagogy or 
lessons in math and science classrooms.  The participants practiced coding the protocol while watching 
videoed lessons in various types of classrooms. The observational protocol provides descriptions of 
classroom behaviors that can be used to determine the effectiveness of the training in content and 
implementation of the standards.  These observations will help our providers determine if modifications 
are needed when planning future professional development opportunities.  
  
Math Unit  
   
Summer 2015 has been a productive time for the ADE-funded Math Specialists in supporting Arkansas 
K-12 math teachers with their professional learning.  Four new state-initiated math professional 
development events were facilitated by the math specialists this summer to address identified areas of 
need by teachers in the implementation of the Arkansas Math Standards for grades 5-12. These included 
the following: 

 High School Vectors – 8 sessions across AR; 

 High School Proofs & Reasoning in Geometry – 9 sessions across AR; 

 Middle School Statistics – 15 sessions across AR; and 

 Middle School Integers – 12 sessions across AR. 
 

In addition to the new state-initiated trainings, the math specialists facilitated over 50 other state-initiated 
trainings for K-12 math teachers to support their learning needs for the implementation of the AR K-12 
Math Standards. These included approximately: 

 30 sessions across AR addressing K-4 mathematics; 

 10 sessions across AR addressing 5-8 mathematics; and 

 10 sessions across AR addressing high school mathematics. 
  
Math specialists also provided over 80 customized learning opportunities across AR this summer. 
Customized sessions are usually developed by the math specialists to focus on math topics in more depth 
than state-initiated trainings. They could include appropriate uses of technology in the math classroom as 
an instructional tool by the teacher and/or learning tool by the students. The customized trainings were 
developed based on specific school, district, and/or regional needs in a math specialist’s region. These 
sessions included approximately: 

 25 sessions across AR addressing K-4 mathematics; 

 15 sessions across AR addressing 5-8 mathematics; 

 25 sessions across AR addressing high school mathematics; and 

 15 sessions across Arkansas addressing K-12 mathematics. 
  



Science Unit  
  
This summer over 1,100 teachers attended state-initiated science professional development. Overall, 
based on survey data, these teachers indicated an increased level of understanding of the three-
dimensional structure of the new Arkansas Science Standards as well as their ability to develop lessons to 
meet these standards.  While this is a good start, on-going PD will be needed to support the 
implementation of the new science standards beginning next school year. 
  
The change in science assessment, testing only three times to being tested in grades 3-10, seems to be 
driving a renewed interest in science instruction, and, therefore, professional development and school-
based support, particularly at the elementary level.  Over the next several months, ADE will continue to 
provide professional development for the science specialists housed at the cooperatives and university 
STEM centers. The focus of this PD will be to empower these specialists to better support teachers as 
they develop and/or implement science lessons. Throughout this school year, the science specialists will 
also continue their work with teachers and administrators to build school-level capacity for the 
implementation of the new Arkansas K-8 Science Standards. 
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<A??G777C?AF0,���* !&�+'&2� ��3���+!'&�$� ��&+�)� �')� ��,��+!'&� �-�$,�+!'&� �&�� ���!'&�$�
�**!*+�&��2� 
&*+!+,+�� '�� ��,��+!'&� ��!�&��*2��4�4���(�)+%�&+� '�� ��,��+!'&4� ��+)!�-��� �)'%�
 ++(366!�*4��4�'-6&���6..�4�

�
�

�" #$���!%�(����&�$��*��"$���"��%��!&��'���%%�0�������

�)�#�$&���#�!&%��!���&)"///*��$�&$��!�!��

� Training 
Year 
11-12 

Training 
Year 
12-13 

Training 
Year 
13-14 Total 

Arch Ford 59 
�

21 20 100 

Arkansas River 5 
�

12 0 17 

Crowley's Ridge 34 
�

46 4 84 

Dawson 44 
�

11 0 55 

Dequeen/Mena 50 
�

15 0 65 

Great Rivers 12 
�

11 4 27 

Northcentral 62 
�

8 1 71 

Northeast 36 
�

28 8 72 

Northwest 11 
�

29 0 40 

Ozark (OUR) 33 
�

34 16 83 

South Central 4 
�

12 0 16 

Southeast 33 
�

16 0 49 

Southwest 32 
�

33 6 71 

Western 30 
�

38 0 68 

Wilbur Mills 36 
�

17 7 60 

Site Based 10 
�

0 0 10 

TOTALS 491 
�

331 66 888 
:�'��
�����' ')+*�.�)���)��+����,)!&��+ ��A?@C7@D�0��)��,��+'�&�.�%'�,$��*0*+�%���!&����-�$'(��4�
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� ��	���&���3�
&�M�DHA�

��	���&���4�
&�M�BHA�

��	���&���5�
&�M�ACH�

E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� CA6H�L� DB6G�L� F@6I�L�
D�8���*��� EA6I�L� DE6F�L� BI6G�L�
C�8���-,*�$� AB6E�L� I6F�L� H6@�L�
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E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� 12.7 %� 22.1 %� 23.9 %�
D�8���*��� 58.0 %� 58.7 %� 57.3 %�
C�8���-,*�$� 22.5 %� 15.3 %� 13.8 %�
B�8��!+��*��� 6.7 %�              3.6 %� 4.4 %�
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��	���&���5�
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E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� 1.5 %� 1.4 %� 0 %�
D�8���*��� 2.7 %� 1.4 %� 1.5 %�
C�8���-,*�$� 12.7 %� 10.3 %� 6.5 %�
B�8��!+��*��� 60.7 %� 55.2 %� 44.9 %�
A�9��,*'&�$1��!+��*��� 22.5 %� 31.7 %� 47.1 %�
��������������.�6���,!&�� 2.4� 2.5� 1.6�
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��	���&���4�
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��	���&���5�
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E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� 2.7%� 2.5 %� 0.7 %�
D�8���*��� 22.0 %� 16.7 %� 11.6 %�
C�8���-,*�$� 31.2 %� 27.1 %� 23.9 %�
B�8��!+��*��� 35.6 %� 38.1 %� 37.7 %�
A�9��,*'&�$1��!+��*��� 8.5 %� 15.7 %� 26.1 %�
��������������.�6���,!&�� 2.7� 2.6� 2.4�
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&�M�DHA�
��	���&���4�
&�M�BHA�

��	���&���5�
&�M�ACH�

E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� 40.1 %� 50.2 %� 69.6 %�
D�8���*��� 55.9 %� 47.3 %� 28.3 %�
C�8���-,*�$� 3.1 %� 2.1 %� 1.5 %�
B�8��!+��*��� 0.2%� 0.4 %� 0 %�
A�9��,*'&�$1��!+��*��� 0.6%� 0 %� 0.7 %�
��������������.�6���,!&�� 4.3� 4.5� 4.7�
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E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� 38.5 %� 52.7 %� 68.1 %�
D�8���*��� 55.3 %� 44.1 %� 30.4 %�
C�8���-,*�$� 4.6 %� 2.5 %� 0.7 %�
B�8��!+��*��� 1.5 %� 0.4 %� 0.7 %�
A�9��,*'&�$1��!+��*��� 0.2 %� 0.4 %� 0 %�
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E�8��,*'&�$1���*��� 26.8 %� 32.7 %� 42.0 %�
D�8���*��� 64.7 %� 55.9%� 42.8 %�
C�8���-,*�$� 7.7 %� 7.8%� 5.8 %�
B�8��!+��*��� 0.8 %� 3.2 %� 8.0 %�
A�9��,*'&�$1��!+��*��� 0 %� 0.4%� 1.5 %�
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Note: STEM Center and Cooperative Math Specialists collaborate to provide 
trainings. This training is held at the regional education service center. The Tri-
District region is credited to the UALR STEM center but various specialists provide 
support. 
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Stone City Attractions              $ 10,182.00 
c/o Jack Orbin, Executive Producer / President 
Stone City Attractions 
13300 Old Blanco Road, Suite 283   
San Antonio, TX 78216       Re:  Trans-Siberian Orchestra Concert 
 
Daily Record                 $ 200.00 
300 S. Izard 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201       Re:  Hornucopia 2014 
 
Mr. Mrs. Patrick J. Calhoun, Jr.       $ 250.00 
2016 Beechwood 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72207       Re:  Hornucopia 2014 
 
Centennial Bank         $ 400.00 
P.O. Box 59 
Conway, Arkansas 72033       Re:  Hornucopia 2014 
 
Robert L. Jolly, D.D.S.        $ 100.00 
3001 J.F.K. Blvd. 
North Little Rock, Arkansas 72116      Re:  Hornucopia 2014 
 
C. Dan Brand, Ruth Anne Brand       $    60.00 
751 Sandiff Rd. 
Shirley, Arkansas 72153       Re:  Hornucopia 2014 
 
 
Carol Martin Biann         $    40.00 
12414 Timber Bend 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72211       Re:  Hornucopia 2014 
 
Randy Johnson, Lynda Johnson       $   50.00 
24310 Foxridge 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72223       Re:  Hornucopia 2014/Honor of Ed Sweeny 
 
              __________ 
TOTAL CASH DONATIONS:         $ 11,282.00 
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 K-12 Computer Science Curriculum Standards 
 
As of September 24, 2015, thirty-three educators and industry leaders from across the state have agreed to 
participate in the K-8 Curriculum Development sessions.  
 
I will provide a brief update for the board regarding the three October workdays.  
 
 
    
Potential Rule Change 
 
We are working to bring you all a recommended rule change regarding the current 7th or 8th grade keyboarding 
requirement. We are planning to recommend that this requirement be replaced with a coding block requirement 
within the Standards of Accreditation.  
 
 
Licensure 
	
  

1. Created a Computer Science PRAXIS 5651 Study Resource Page – 
(http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/curriculum-and-instruction/resource-materials-
for-lesson-plans/computer-science/computer-science-praxis-5651-study-resources )  

2. Letter to ETS about multistate Praxis II went out on 09/02/15 
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx3j8vGA_rRMa0dqT0NYMjA4YTg/view?pli=1) 

3. Current Computer Science Praxis Score 
1. My recommendation is to lower it to a 159, which is still within the national standard 

setting recommendations 
(https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bx3j8vGA_rRMU0txMXhJdHJ6Yms/view)  

2. Ivy has agreed to this, will go to the PLSB. If approved/recommended by PLSB, we are 
striving to have it in front of the board for consideration in November. 

4. I am working through Lynda.com comp sci courses to come up with a recommended list for teachers 
seeking certification. 

 
Enrollment Numbers 
 
We are awaiting the Cycle 2 reports in order to provide these numbers. 
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My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  Report	
  
October	
  9,	
  2015	
  	
  

(Report	
  Prepared	
  September	
  23,	
  2015)	
  
	
  

The	
  Arkansas	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  continues	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  My	
  Child/My	
  
Student	
  public	
  awareness	
  campaign.	
  The	
  campaign	
  was	
  launched	
  in	
  August	
  2014	
  as	
  
an	
  initiative	
  of	
  the	
  ADE,	
  the	
  State	
  Board	
  of	
  Education,	
  and	
  educational	
  advocacy	
  
organizations.	
  	
  
	
  
Since	
  the	
  last	
  report	
  in	
  July	
  2015,	
  the	
  following	
  has	
  occurred.	
  
	
  

• The	
  ADE	
  Communications	
  Team	
  launched	
  the	
  2015-­‐16	
  campaign	
  in	
  August.	
  
This	
  school	
  year	
  a	
  monthly	
  student	
  safety	
  topic	
  has	
  been	
  added	
  as	
  well.	
  To	
  
see	
  the	
  list	
  of	
  topics,	
  go	
  to	
  
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/MyChild/My
ChildTopicsList_FINAL_Jan2015SBOE_2.pdf.	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

• School	
  bus	
  safety	
  was	
  the	
  My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  safety	
  topic	
  for	
  August.	
  The	
  
three-­‐week	
  school	
  bus	
  safety	
  campaign	
  was	
  titled	
  Flashing	
  Red.	
  Kids	
  Ahead.	
  
During	
  this	
  time,	
  ADE	
  Deputy	
  Commissioner	
  Mark	
  Gotcher	
  and	
  Director	
  of	
  
Communications	
  Kimberly	
  Friedman	
  appeared	
  on	
  multiple	
  TV	
  and	
  radio	
  
shows:	
  KATV’s	
  Daybreak,	
  KTHV,	
  KSSN,	
  Tom	
  FM,	
  The	
  Edge,	
  Power	
  92,	
  and	
  
KARN.	
  

	
  
• National	
  Preparedness	
  Month	
  was	
  September’s	
  student	
  safety	
  topic.	
  In	
  

support	
  of	
  emergency	
  preparedness,	
  the	
  Arkansas	
  Department	
  of	
  Health	
  
issued	
  a	
  joint	
  press	
  release	
  about	
  National	
  Preparedness	
  Month	
  resources	
  
and	
  the	
  My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  campaign.	
  The	
  press	
  release	
  is	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  
My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  webpage	
  or	
  at	
  
http://www.arkansas.gov/health/newsroom/index.php?do:newsDetail=1&n
ews_id=1128.	
  	
  

	
  
• The	
  ADE	
  Communications	
  Team	
  posted	
  17	
  My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  messages	
  

(in	
  English	
  and	
  Spanish)	
  via	
  Facebook	
  and	
  Twitter	
  in	
  August	
  and	
  September.	
  
Social	
  media	
  posts	
  are	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  webpage:	
  
http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/communications/my-­‐childmy-­‐
student.	
  

	
  
• August	
  and	
  September	
  Newsletters	
  for	
  parents	
  (English	
  and	
  Spanish)	
  and	
  

teachers	
  are	
  available	
  at	
  
http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/communications/my-­‐childmy-­‐
student.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Communications/MyChild/MyChildTopicsList_FINAL_Jan2015SBOE_2.pdf
http://www.arkansas.gov/health/newsroom/index.php?do:newsDetail=1&news_id=1128
http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/communications/my-childmy-student
http://www.arkansased.org/divisions/communications/my-childmy-student
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• The	
  ADE	
  Communications	
  Team	
  created	
  a	
  new	
  video	
  featuring	
  Ms.	
  Ouida	
  
Newton,	
  the	
  2015	
  Arkansas	
  Teacher	
  of	
  the	
  Year.	
  Ms.	
  Newton	
  promotes	
  the	
  
My	
  Child/My	
  Student	
  resources	
  that	
  are	
  available	
  to	
  teachers.	
  The	
  video	
  is	
  
available	
  at	
  http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/communications/video-­‐
gallery/182/2016-­‐my-­‐child-­‐my-­‐student-­‐campaign.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Social	
  Media	
  Data	
  (numbers	
  as	
  of	
  September	
  23,	
  2015)	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Submitted	
  By	
  Kimberly	
  Friedman,	
  ADE	
  Director	
  of	
  Communications	
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Minutes 
State Board of Education Special Committee on Academic Distress Meeting 

Friday, September 11, 2015 
 
 
The State Board of Education Special Committee on Academic Distress met 
Friday, September 11, 2015, in the Arkansas Department of Education 
Auditorium.  Chair Vicki Saviers called the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m.  
 
Present: Vicki Saviers, Chair; Diane Zook; Brett Williamson; and Ouida Newton. 
 
Additional State Board members present:  Charisse Dean; Joe Black; and Susan 
Chambers 
 
Absent:  Toyce Newton 
 
 

Reports 
 
Report-1 Chair's Report 
 
No report. 
 

 
Consent Agenda 

 
Ms. Zook moved, seconded by Ms. Chamber, to approve the consent agenda.  
The motion carried unanimously.   
 
Item included in the Consent Agenda: 

• Minutes - August 14, 2015 
 
 

Action Agenda 
 
A-1 Progress Report from Blytheville High School - A New Tech School and 
Blytheville Middle School, Blytheville School District 
 
Mr. Elbert Harvey said the Blytheville High School - A New Tech School and 
Blytheville Middle School, Blytheville School District were classified as Academic 
Distressed on February 12, 2015. 
 
Blytheville School District Superintendent Mr. Richard Atwill said the district has 
embraced the academic distress classification.  He said the district was 
employing a strategic process for improvement. 
 



	
   2	
  

District Curriculum Director Ms. Sally Cooke said the district was utilizing data to 
identify the root causes and target the needed changes.  She said partnerships 
have been formed among staff between the primary, elementary, middle school, 
and high school. 
 
New Tech Director Ms. Teryn Spears said instruction and culture are critical to 
the change needed at the Blytheville School District.  She said the culture 
included student empowerment for their own learning, enabling students to learn 
through 1-1 technology, and engagement of students in problem-based learning.  
Ms. Spears said the student surveys indicated reductions in absenteeism and out 
of school suspensions.  She said the students are taking ownership for their 
learning. 
 
Mr. Atwill said the culture was changing.  He said the district had declining 
enrollment but the community stakeholders are participating in the changes at 
the schools. He said the students have a voice in the changes.  He said teaching 
and learning are the focus and technology is one of the many tools being used. 
 
Ms. Cooke said the district has streamlined the approach to using data to inform 
all school improvement decisions and efforts.  She said leaders were observing 
in classrooms and providing feedback to teachers.  She said all educators are 
serving as interventionists and have received training.  She said intervention time 
was built into the schedule for the middle school and high school.  Ms. Cooke 
said there was vertical alignment of instruction and intervention in the district. 
 
Ms. Spears said the students were initially resistant to the change but now the 
students are embracing the changes and holding each other accountable for their 
learning.  She said the community was volunteering as support for the schools. 
 
Ms. Spears said the students are matched with an advisor who assists the 
students with their career planning.  She said the district is also partnering with 
the local technical college to provide opportunities for students to learn 
specialized skills.   
 
The team discussed how the district was addressing the four improvement 
recommendations.  
 
ADE School Improvement Specialist Dr. Robert Toney said the district offers no 
excuses.  He the staff has a culture of candor to ask the tough questions in order 
to find the best solutions. 
 
Mr. Atwill said the school board has been very supportive and involved in the 
school improvement.  
 
The State Board commended the district on their progress and encouraged the 
team to continue to reach out to other regional communities for support. 
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Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:09 p.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by Deborah Coffman. 
 


