
AGENDA

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
July 31, 2008

Arkansas Department of Education 

Department of Education

9:00 AM

Back Print

Action Agenda

A-1 Request for Approval of 2008-2009 Arkansas Better Chance Grants - Round 

#2

Pursuant to the authority granted the State Board of Education in ACA 6-45, the DHS Division of Child Care 

and Early Childhood Education requests funding approval of the following recommendations for the 2008-

2009 Arkansas Better Chance program. 

Presenter: Paul Lazenby, Assistant Director, DHS DCC-ECE

A-2 Consideration of Request for Proposed Annexation of the Decatur School 
District to a Contiguous School District

The Department notified the Decatur School District (and its three (3) contiguous school districts) on June 

30, 2008, that the Department was requesting that the State Board of Education annex the Decatur School 

District to a contiguous school district (Bentonville, Gentry or Gravette) pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-

1403. The Department’s request to annex is made due to the Decatur School District’s failure to comply with 

the requirements of the Arkansas Fiscal Assessment and Accountability Program, Ark. Code Ann. § 6-20-

1901 et seq. 

Presenter: Department Staff



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

A
g
e
n
c
y

C
it
y

Gr
an
t T
yp
e

Sl
ot
s R

ec
om

me
nd
ed

Fu
nd
ing

 

Re
co
mm

en
de

A
B
C
 C
h
ild
re
n
's
 A
c
a
d
e
m
y

R
u
s
s
e
llv
ill
e

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

2
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 C
h
ild
re
n
's
 H
o
s
p
it
a
l

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A
/I
N
D
E
X

n
/a

2
1
7
,3
5
1

$
  
  
  
  
  

A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 C
h
ild
re
n
's
 H
o
s
p
it
a
l

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

H
IP
P
Y
 T
e
c
h
. 
A
s
s
is
ta
n
c
e
 a
n
d
 M
o
n
it
o
ri
n
g

n
/a

3
7
7
,6
1
5

$
  
  
  
  
  

A
S
U
 C
h
ild
h
o
o
d
 S
e
rv
ic
e
s

J
o
n
e
s
b
o
ro

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A
/I
N
D
E
X

n
/a

5
3
6
,4
9
4

$
  
  
  
  
  

A
S
U
 C
h
ild
h
o
o
d
 S
e
rv
ic
e
s

J
o
n
e
s
b
o
ro

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
s
s
u
ra
n
c
e
 M
o
n
it
o
ri
n
g
/T
e
c
h
. 
A
s
s
is
ta
n
c
e

n
/a

2
,9
6
4
,1
3
6

$
  
  
  
 

A
S
U
 C
h
ild
h
o
o
d
 S
e
rv
ic
e
s

J
o
n
e
s
b
o
ro

C
h
ild
 A
s
s
e
s
s
m
e
n
ts

n
/a

8
8
9
,7
3
9

$
  
  
  
  
  

A
S
U
 C
h
ild
re
n
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
e
lt
a

V
a
ri
o
u
s

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

7
2

3
4
1
,6
4
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

A
S
U
 C
h
ild
re
n
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
e
lt
a

V
a
ri
o
u
s

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

3
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

A
S
U
 C
h
ild
re
n
 i
n
 t
h
e
 D
e
lt
a

V
a
ri
o
u
s

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,4
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

B
a
te
s
v
ill
e
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

B
a
te
s
v
ill
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
4
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

B
la
c
k
 R
iv
e
r 
A
re
a
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t

P
o
c
a
h
o
n
ta
s

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
8

2
2
7
,7
6
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

B
la
c
k
 R
iv
e
r 
A
re
a
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t

P
o
c
a
h
o
n
ta
s

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

3
,7
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

B
ri
g
h
t 
B
e
g
in
n
in
g
s

N
o
rt
h
 L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

B
ri
n
k
le
y
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

B
ri
n
k
le
y

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

B
ro
o
k
la
n
d
 S
D

B
ro
o
k
la
n
d

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,2
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

B
u
s
y
 B
e
e

S
h
e
rw
o
o
d

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
a
b
o
t 
S
D

C
a
b
o
t

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,6
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
e
d
a
r 
R
id
g
e
 S
D

C
o
rd
-C
h
a
rl
o
tt
e

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

3
,7
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
e
n
tr
a
l 
A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t 
C
o
u
n
c
il

B
e
n
to
n

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
e
n
tr
a
l 
A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t 
C
o
u
n
c
il

B
e
n
to
n

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
h
ild
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t,
 I
n
c

R
u
s
s
e
llv
ill
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
0

2
8
4
,7
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

C
h
ild
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t,
 I
n
c

R
u
s
s
e
llv
ill
e

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
5
,4
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
la
re
n
d
o
n
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

C
la
re
n
d
o
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
2
9
,9
7
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
le
v
e
la
n
d
 C
o
. 
S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

R
is
o
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

3
1
4
,9
8
5

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
lin
to
n
 S
D

C
lin
to
n

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

2
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y
 O
u
tr
e
a
c
h
 P
a
rt
n
e
rs
h
ip
 E
n
ri
c
h
.

H
o
p
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
0

1
8
9
,8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

A
g
e
n
c
y

C
it
y

Gr
an
t T
yp
e

Sl
ot
s R

ec
om

me
nd
ed

Fu
nd
ing

 

Re
co
mm

en
de

C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y
 P
re
s
c
h
o
o
l

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
o
n
c
o
rd
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

C
o
n
c
o
rd

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
7

8
0
,6
6
5

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
o
s
s
a
to
t 
C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y
 C
o
lle
g
e

D
e
 Q
u
e
e
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

3
8

1
8
0
,3
1
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

C
o
s
s
a
to
t 
C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y
 C
o
lle
g
e

D
e
 Q
u
e
e
n

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

2
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

C
ro
w
le
y
's
 R
id
g
e
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

H
a
rr
is
b
u
rg

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
2
9
,9
7
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

D
a
w
s
o
n
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

A
rk
a
d
e
lp
h
ia

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A
/I
N
D
E
X

n
/a

8
2
,5
8
6

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

D
a
w
s
o
n
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

A
rk
a
d
e
lp
h
ia

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
4
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

D
e
Q
u
e
e
n
-M

e
n
a
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

G
ill
h
a
m

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

D
o
lla
rw
a
y
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

P
in
e
 B
lu
ff

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
2

5
6
,9
4
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

E
a
rl
y
 C
h
ild
h
o
o
d
 S
e
rv
ic
e
s

H
o
t 
S
p
ri
n
g
s

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A

n
/a

1
4
,9
3
4

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

E
a
rl
y
 H
o
ri
z
o
n
s

S
a
le
m

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
0

4
9
,9
5
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

E
m
m
a
n
u
e
l 
L
e
a
rn
in
g
 C
e
n
te
r

J
a
c
k
s
o
n
v
ill
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

E
O
A
 o
f 
W
a
s
h
in
g
to
n
 C
o
u
n
ty

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
2
8
,4
7
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

F
a
m
ili
e
s
 a
n
d
 C
h
ild
re
n
 T
o
g
e
th
e
r

E
l 
D
o
ra
d
o

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

F
a
m
ili
e
s
 a
n
d
 C
h
ild
re
n
 T
o
g
e
th
e
r

E
l 
D
o
ra
d
o

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e
 S
D

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

2
,8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

F
o
rt
 S
m
it
h
 S
D

F
o
rt
 S
m
it
h

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

2
,2
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

G
re
a
t 
B
e
g
in
n
in
g
s

G
u
rd
o
n

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

G
re
e
n
w
o
o
d
 S
D

G
re
e
n
w
o
o
d

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

G
u
rd
o
n
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

G
u
rd
o
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

5
2
4
,9
7
5

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

H
a
p
p
y
 D
a
y
 C
h
ri
s
ti
a
n
 P
re
s
c
h
o
o
l

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

5
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

H
a
z
e
n
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

H
a
z
e
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
1
9
,9
8
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

H
e
lp
in
g
 H
a
n
d

B
a
te
s
v
ill
e

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,5
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

H
is
 L
it
tl
e
 L
a
m
b
s

C
la
rk
s
v
ill
e

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

7
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

H
o
t 
S
p
ri
n
g
s
 C
h
ild
 C
a
re
 C
e
n
te
r

H
o
t 
S
p
ri
n
g
s

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
0

2
9
9
,7
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

J
e
ff
e
rs
o
n
 C
o
m
p
re
h
e
n
s
iv
e
 C
a
re
 S
y
s
te
m
s

P
in
e
 B
lu
ff

P
A
T
 T
e
c
h
. 
A
s
s
is
ta
n
c
e
 a
n
d
 M
o
n
it
o
ri
n
g

n
/a

6
6
,7
3
9

$
  
  
  
  
  
  



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

A
g
e
n
c
y

C
it
y

Gr
an
t T
yp
e

Sl
ot
s R

ec
om

me
nd
ed

Fu
nd
ing

 

Re
co
mm

en
de

L
e
a
p
 F
o
rw
a
rd
 A
c
a
d
e
m
y

N
o
rt
h
 L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
2

5
9
,9
4
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

L
i'l
 K
im
's
 P
la
y
h
o
u
s
e

Y
o
rk
to
w
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
0

4
9
,9
5
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

L
il 
T
re
a
s
u
re
s

S
h
e
rw
o
o
d

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,2
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

L
it
tl
e
 K
id
s
 D
a
y
c
a
re

S
p
ri
n
g
d
a
le

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
1
9
,9
8
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

L
it
tl
e
 L
e
a
p
s

S
c
ra
n
to
n

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

6
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

L
it
tl
e
 S
c
h
o
la
rs
 o
f 
M
a
u
m
e
lle

M
a
u
m
e
lle

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

L
o
n
d
o
n
 B
ri
d
g
e
s
 C
h
ild
 C
a
re
, 
In
c
.

N
o
rt
h
 L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

M
a
n
s
fi
e
ld
 A
B
C

M
a
n
s
fi
e
ld

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

M
a
rv
e
ll 
S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

M
a
rv
e
ll

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
5

2
1
3
,5
2
5

$
  
  
  
  
  

M
c
C
ro
ry
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

M
c
C
ro
ry

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

M
c
G
e
h
e
e
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

M
c
G
e
h
e
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
1
9
,9
8
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

M
e
lb
a
 C
o
n
n
e
lly
 d
b
a
 G
ra
m
's
 H
o
u
s
e

B
e
n
to
n

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,2
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

M
id
la
n
d
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

F
lo
ra
l

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
0

4
7
,4
5
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

M
s
. 
C
h
ri
s
ti
's
 F
H
D
C

E
v
e
n
in
g
 S
h
a
d
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
0

4
9
,9
5
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

M
y
 F
ir
s
t 
S
c
h
o
o
l

C
o
n
w
a
y

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

N
e
tt
le
to
n
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

J
o
n
e
s
b
o
ro

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

N
o
rt
h
 L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

N
o
rt
h
 L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
2

1
0
4
,3
9
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

O
U
R
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

H
a
rr
is
o
n

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A
/I
N
D
E
X

n
/a

1
4
5
,9
1
9

$
  
  
  
  
  

O
U
R
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 S
e
rv
ic
e
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

H
a
rr
is
o
n

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
8
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

O
U
R
 E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 S
e
rv
ic
e
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

H
a
rr
is
o
n

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,2
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

P
.G
. 
A
c
a
d
e
m
y

M
a
ri
o
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

P
a
ra
g
o
u
ld
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

P
a
ra
g
o
u
ld

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
6

7
5
,9
2
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

P
a
ri
s
 S
D

P
a
ri
s

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

P
e
tt
is
 M
e
m
o
ri
a
l 
C
M
E

H
e
le
n
a
-W

h
e
le
n
a

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

P
la
y
 S
c
h
o
o
l

H
a
rr
is
b
u
rg

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
2

2
9
4
,1
9
0

$
  
  
  
  
  



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

A
g
e
n
c
y

C
it
y

Gr
an
t T
yp
e

Sl
ot
s R

ec
om

me
nd
ed

Fu
nd
ing

 

Re
co
mm

en
de

P
re
c
io
u
s
 O
n
e
s
 (
A
m
b
e
r 
L
a
n
e
)

A
s
h
 F
la
t

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,7
9
6

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

P
u
la
s
k
i 
C
o
. 
S
p
e
c
ia
l 
S
D

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

6
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

Q
u
a
lit
y
 C
h
ild
 C
a
re

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

8
0

3
7
9
,6
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

R
a
in
b
o
w
 o
f 
C
h
a
lle
n
g
e
s
 d
b
a
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
o
f 
H
o
p
e

H
o
p
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
4
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

R
u
tg
e
rs
 U
n
iv
e
rs
it
y

B
ru
n
s
w
ic
k
, 
N
J

L
o
n
g
it
u
d
in
a
l 
S
tu
d
y

n
/a

2
9
5
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

S
a
ra
h
's
 P
re
c
io
u
s
 D
a
y
 C
a
re

H
o
t 
S
p
ri
n
g
s

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
c
h
o
la
s
ti
c
 A
c
a
d
e
m
y

L
it
tl
e
 R
o
c
k

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
2

1
5
,6
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
ilo
a
m
 S
p
ri
n
g
s
 S
D

S
ilo
a
m
 S
p
ri
n
g
s

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

5
,0
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
is
te
rs
 o
f 
O
u
r 
L
a
d
y
 o
f 
C
h
a
ri
ty

H
o
t 
S
p
ri
n
g
s

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,2
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
is
te
rs
 o
f 
O
u
r 
L
a
d
y
 o
f 
C
h
a
ri
ty
 (
S
t.
 M
ic
h
a
e
l's
)

H
o
t 
S
p
ri
n
g
s

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

1
5

2
5
,6
3
5

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
m
a
ll 
F
ry
 C
h
ild
 C
a
re

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

6
2
9
,9
7
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
o
u
th
 A
rk
 D
e
v
 C
e
n
te
r 
fo
r 
C
h
ild
re
n
/F
a
m

E
l 
D
o
ra
d
o

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
0

1
8
9
,8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  

S
o
u
th
 C
e
n
tr
a
l 
E
d
u
c
a
ti
o
n
 C
o
o
p
e
ra
ti
v
e

C
a
m
d
e
n

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

6
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

S
o
u
th
 M
is
s
is
s
ip
p
i 
C
o
. 
S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

W
ils
o
n

IN
D
E
X

n
/a

1
5
,8
7
5

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
o
u
th
s
id
e
 C
h
u
rc
h
 o
f 
P
re
s
c
o
tt

P
re
s
c
o
tt

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,1
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
o
u
th
w
e
s
t 
A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 C
o
m
m
u
n
it
y
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t

M
a
g
n
o
lia

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

8
3
7
,9
6
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
p
ri
n
g
d
a
le
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

S
p
ri
n
g
d
a
le

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
0

9
9
,9
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

S
tu
tt
g
a
rt
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

S
tu
tt
g
a
rt

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

3
5

1
7
4
,8
2
5

$
  
  
  
  
  

T
h
e
 E
x
p
lo
ra
ti
o
n
 S
ta
ti
o
n

H
a
c
k
e
tt

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

9
7

4
6
0
,2
6
5

$
  
  
  
  
  

T
o
w
n
 o
f 
T
w
in
 G
ro
v
e
s

T
w
in
 G
ro
v
e
s

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

8
3
9
,9
6
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  

U
n
iv
e
rs
it
y
 o
f 
A
rk
a
n
s
a
s

F
a
y
e
tt
e
v
ill
e

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A
/I
N
D
E
X
/F
ra
m
e
w
o
rk
s
/S
E
L

n
/a

1
,3
6
1
,3
0
6

$
  
  
  
 

U
n
iv
e
rs
it
y
 o
f 
A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 a
t 
F
o
rt
 S
m
it
h

F
t.
 S
m
it
h

P
re
-K
 E
L
L
A
/I
N
D
E
X
/F
ra
m
e
w
o
rk
s
/S
E
L

n
/a

3
2
3
,0
4
3

$
  
  
  
  
  

V
a
n
 B
u
re
n
 S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

V
a
n
 B
u
re
n

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

5
5

2
7
4
,7
2
5

$
  
  
  
  
  

W
e
e
 C
a
re

S
a
le
m

E
n
h
a
n
c
e
m
e
n
t 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

5
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

W
e
s
te
rn
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 C
h
ild
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t

A
lm
a

Q
u
a
lit
y
 A
p
p
ro
v
a
l 
G
ra
n
t

n
/a

1
,4
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

W
e
s
te
rn
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 C
h
ild
 D
e
v
e
lo
p
m
e
n
t

A
lm
a

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

2
7

1
2
8
,1
1
5

$
  
  
  
  
  



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

A
g
e
n
c
y

C
it
y

Gr
an
t T
yp
e

Sl
ot
s R

ec
om

me
nd
ed

Fu
nd
ing

 

Re
co
mm

en
de

W
h
it
e
 C
o
. 
C
e
n
tr
a
l 
S
c
h
o
o
l 
D
is
tr
ic
t

J
u
d
s
o
n
ia

D
ir
e
c
t 
S
e
rv
ic
e
s

4
0

1
8
9
,8
0
0

$
  
  
  
  
  



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

Re
co
mm

en
de
d



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

Re
co
mm

en
de
d



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

Re
co
mm

en
de
d



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

Re
co
mm

en
de
d



 2
0
0
8
-2
0
0
9
 A
rk
a
n
s
a
s
 B
e
tt
e
r 
C
h
a
n
c
e

R
e
c
o
m
m
e
n
d
a
ti
o
n
s
 f
o
r 
F
u
n
d
in
g
 -
 J
u
ly
 2
0
0
8

Re
co
mm

en
de
d





Benchmark Score Comparisons for Decatur, Bentonville, Gentry and Gravette

Combined Population Decatur Combined Population Bentonville

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Math Grade Category Math 

Third Below Basic 8.1 Third Below Basic 3.6

Third Basic 43 Third Basic 14

Third Proficient 22 Third Proficient 34

Third Advanced 27 Third Advanced 49

Third Prof + Adv 49 Third Prof + Adv 83

Fourth Below Basic 6.3 Fourth Below Basic 6

Fourth Basic 44 Fourth Basic 12

Fourth Proficient 38 Fourth Proficient 31

Fourth Advanced 13 Fourth Advanced 51

Fourth Prof + Adv 50 Fourth Prof + Adv 82

Fifth Below Basic 20 Fifth Below Basic 9.9

Fifth Basic 32 Fifth Basic 14

Fifth Proficient 42 Fifth Proficient 38

Fifth Advanced 6 Fifth Advanced 37

Fifth Prof + Adv 48 Fifth Prof + Adv 76

Sixth Below Basic 14 Sixth Below Basic 3.2

Sixth Basic 25 Sixth Basic 12

Sixth Proficient 39 Sixth Proficient 32

Sixth Advanced 21 Sixth Advanced 53

Sixth Prof + Adv 61 Sixth Prof + Adv 84

Seventh Below Basic 12 Seventh Below Basic 7.5

Seventh Basic 7.3 Seventh Basic 8.6

Seventh Proficient 34 Seventh Proficient 30

Seventh Advanced 46 Seventh Advanced 54

Seventh Prof + Adv 81 Seventh Prof + Adv 84

Combined Population Gentry Combined Population Gravette

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Math Grade Category Math 

Third Below Basic 2.5 Third Below Basic 6.7

Third Basic 11 Third Basic 13

Third Proficient 27 Third Proficient 45

Third Advanced 60 Third Advanced 35

Third Prof + Adv 87 Third Prof + Adv 80

Fourth Below Basic 10 Fourth Below Basic 19

Fourth Basic 22 Fourth Basic 26

Fourth Proficient 29 Fourth Proficient 31

Fourth Advanced 39 Fourth Advanced 25

Fourth Prof + Adv 68 Fourth Prof + Adv 56

Fifth Below Basic 25 Fifth Below Basic 15

Fifth Basic 15 Fifth Basic 20

Fifth Proficient 32 Fifth Proficient 40

Fifth Advanced 29 Fifth Advanced 25

Fifth Prof + Adv 60 Fifth Prof + Adv 65

Sixth Below Basic 7.9 Sixth Below Basic 11

Sixth Basic 10 Sixth Basic 18

Sixth Proficient 37 Sixth Proficient 34

Sixth Advanced 45 Sixth Advanced 37

Sixth Prof + Adv 82 Sixth Prof + Adv 71

Seventh Below Basic 17 Seventh Below Basic 21

Seventh Basic 15 Seventh Basic 11

Seventh Proficient 41 Seventh Proficient 41

Seventh Advanced 27 Seventh Advanced 27

Seventh Prof + Adv 67 Seventh Prof + Adv 68



Benchmark Score Comparisons for Decatur, Bentonville, Gentry and Gravette

Combined Population Decatur Combined Population Bentonville

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Literacy Grade Category Literacy

Third Below Basic 32 Third Below Basic 11

Third Basic 32 Third Basic 19

Third Proficient 22 Third Proficient 36

Third Advanced 14 Third Advanced 35

Third Prof + Adv 35 Third Prof + Adv 70

Fourth Below Basic 6.3 Fourth Below Basic 5.1

Fourth Basic 50 Fourth Basic 19

Fourth Proficient 34 Fourth Proficient 44

Fourth Advanced 9.4 Fourth Advanced 32

Fourth Prof + Adv 44 Fourth Prof + Adv 76

Fifth Below Basic 12 Fifth Below Basic 4.8

Fifth Basic 50 Fifth Basic 22

Fifth Proficient 32 Fifth Proficient 44

Fifth Advanced 6 Fifth Advanced 30

Fifth Prof + Adv 38 Fifth Prof + Adv 74

Sixth Below Basic 25 Sixth Below Basic 4.6

Sixth Basic 29 Sixth Basic 21

Sixth Proficient 32 Sixth Proficient 46

Sixth Advanced 14 Sixth Advanced 28

Sixth Prof + Adv 46 Sixth Prof + Adv 75

Seventh Below Basic 4.9 Seventh Below Basic 4.1

Seventh Basic 34 Seventh Basic 17

Seventh Proficient 42 Seventh Proficient 42

Seventh Advanced 20 Seventh Advanced 37

Seventh Prof + Adv 61 Seventh Prof + Adv 79

Combined Population Gentry Combined Population Gravette

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Literacy Grade Category Literacy

Third Below Basic 12 Third Below Basic 20

Third Basic 12 Third Basic 30

Third Proficient 35 Third Proficient 30

Third Advanced 41 Third Advanced 19

Third Prof + Adv 76 Third Prof + Adv 50

Fourth Below Basic 11 Fourth Below Basic 6.5

Fourth Basic 28 Fourth Basic 39

Fourth Proficient 39 Fourth Proficient 37

Fourth Advanced 22 Fourth Advanced 18

Fourth Prof + Adv 61 Fourth Prof + Adv 55

Fifth Below Basic 11 Fifth Below Basic 4.2

Fifth Basic 27 Fifth Basic 29

Fifth Proficient 35 Fifth Proficient 39

Fifth Advanced 28 Fifth Advanced 28

Fifth Prof + Adv 62 Fifth Prof + Adv 67

Sixth Below Basic 2.2 Sixth Below Basic 12

Sixth Basic 9 Sixth Basic 31

Sixth Proficient 61 Sixth Proficient 33

Sixth Advanced 28 Sixth Advanced 24

Sixth Prof + Adv 89 Sixth Prof + Adv 57

Seventh Below Basic 4.7 Seventh Below Basic 3.9

Seventh Basic 31 Seventh Basic 26

Seventh Proficient 37 Seventh Proficient 46

Seventh Advanced 27 Seventh Advanced 25

Seventh Prof + Adv 64 Seventh Prof + Adv 71



Benchmark Score Comparisons for Decatur, Bentonville, Gentry and Gravette

Combined Population Decatur Combined Population Bentonville

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Math Grade Category Math 

Eighth Below Basic 42 Eighth Below Basic 9.6

Eighth Basic 30 Eighth Basic 9.8

Eighth Proficient 18 Eighth Proficient 48

Eighth Advanced 9.1 Eighth Advanced 32

Eighth Prof + Adv 27 Eighth Prof + Adv 81

Grade Category Literacy Grade Category Literacy

Eighth Below Basic 6.1 Eighth Below Basic 3

Eighth Basic 30 Eighth Basic 16

Eighth Proficient 42 Eighth Proficient 44

Eighth Advanced 21 Eighth Advanced 38

Eighth Prof + Adv 64 Eighth Prof + Adv 81

Grade Category Literacy Grade Category Literacy

Eleven Below Basic 13 Eleven Below Basic 4.4

Eleven Basic 48 Eleven Basic 23

Eleven Proficient 39 Eleven Proficient 68

Eleven Advanced 0 Eleven Advanced 5.1

Eleven Prof + Adv 39 Eleven Prof + Adv 73

Grade Category Algebra I Grade Category Algebra I

EOC Below Basic 11 EOC Below Basic 2

EOC Basic 32 EOC Basic 11

EOC Proficient 45 EOC Proficient 36

EOC Advanced 13 EOC Advanced 51

EOC Prof + Adv 58 EOC Prof + Adv 87

Combined Population Gentry Combined Population Gravette

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Math Grade Category Math 

Eighth Below Basic 26 Eighth Below Basic 15

Eighth Basic 18 Eighth Basic 13

Eighth Proficient 52 Eighth Proficient 45

Eighth Advanced 4 Eighth Advanced 26

Eighth Prof + Adv 56 Eighth Prof + Adv 71

Grade Category Literacy Grade Category Literacy

Eighth Below Basic 6 Eighth Below Basic 5

Eighth Basic 17 Eighth Basic 5

Eighth Proficient 69 Eighth Proficient 46

Eighth Advanced 8 Eighth Advanced 44

Eighth Prof + Adv 77 Eighth Prof + Adv 90

Grade Category Literacy Grade Category Literacy

Eleven Below Basic 6.7 Eleven Below Basic 4.8

Eleven Basic 38 Eleven Basic 32

Eleven Proficient 54 Eleven Proficient 61

Eleven Advanced 1.1 Eleven Advanced 1.9

Eleven Prof + Adv 55 Eleven Prof + Adv 63

Grade Category Algebra I Grade Category Algebra I

EOC Below Basic 3.7 EOC Below Basic 7.1

EOC Basic 21 EOC Basic 27

EOC Proficient 46 EOC Proficient 31

EOC Advanced 30 EOC Advanced 35

EOC Prof + Adv 76 EOC Prof + Adv 66



Benchmark Score Comparisons for Decatur, Bentonville, Gentry and Gravette

Combined Population Decatur Combined Population Bentonville

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Geometry Grade Category Geometry

EOC Below Basic 21 EOC Below Basic 0.3

EOC Basic 39 EOC Basic 11

EOC Proficient 31 EOC Proficient 41

EOC Advanced 10 EOC Advanced 48

EOC Prof + Adv 41 EOC Prof + Adv 89

Combined Population Gentry Combined Population Gravette

2006-07 Proficiency Percent 2006-07 Proficiency Percent

Grade Category Geometry Grade Category Geometry

EOC Below Basic 3.7 EOC Below Basic 7.3

EOC Basic 26 EOC Basic 23

EOC Proficient 52 EOC Proficient 32

EOC Advanced 18 EOC Advanced 38

EOC Prof + Adv 71 EOC Prof + Adv 70











 

Fiscal Distress Indicators:

2004-05 2005-06 2006-07

4 QTR ADM 556 565 577
Assessment 35,503,728 39,142,540 41,103,865
Total Mills 32.20 40.00 40.00
Total Debt Bond/Non Bond 937,922 4,953,106 6,471,092
Per Pupil Expenditures 7,908 9,097 8,802
Personnel-Non-Fed Certified FTE 48.53 53.17 43.77
Avg Salary--Non-Fed Cert Clsrm FTE 34,485 36,354 45,139
Unrestricted Legal Balance 521,946 353,935 **1,346,212

Additional Concerns:

   IRS until June 2008.

   June 2008.

* Amount of Late Fees, Penalties and Interest due to IRS and other entities is unknown.

Decatur School District

* Following the 2006-07 school year, a declining balance determined to jeopardize the fiscal integrity of the 

* Other fiscal conditions of the District deemed to have a detrimental negative impact on the 

   continuation of educational services.

**2006-07 Unrestricted Legal Balance does not include expenditures not recorded on District books.

   the District.

* State tax for the months of April and May 2008 were not paid to the Department of Finance and Administration until 

* FICA, Medicare and Federal Payroll Taxes for the months of February, March, April, and May 2008 were not paid to 

* 941 Quarterly Tax Report for the first quarter of 2008, which was due April 15, 2008, was not filed until June 2008.

* 941 Quarterly Tax Report for the second quarter of 2007, which was due July 15, 2007, was not filed until June 2008.

* Manual checks written but not recorded on District books for 2006-07 and 2007-08 total approximately $2.4 million.

* Appears that bank account has not been reconciled since September 2005.

Financial Accountability and Reporting July  2008



Decutar**
04-05 05-06 06-07 04-05 05-06 06-07

ADM (3 QTR) 556 564 565 9,172 10,134 11,922

Total Assessment 35,503,728 39,142,540 41,103,865 888,212,673 1,142,823,350 1,271,074,185

Total Expenditures NA 6,092,973 9,445,647 NA 128,954,136 123,956,223

Total Mills 32.20 40.00 40.00 41.30 40.80 40.30

Total Debt 937,922 4,953,106 6,471,092 115,353,429 124,875,641 137,886,399

Certified FTE's 48.53 53.17 43.77 644.50 776.02 807.56

Average Teacher Salary 34,485 36,354 45,139 46,480 45,131 50,213

 Free & Reduced Lunch 72% 71% 71% 25% 25% 25%

  Mileage From Decatur 17.0

Gentry**
04-05 05-06 06-07 04-05 05-06 06-07

ADM (3 QTR) 1,419 1,457 1,440 1,597 1,650 1,753

Total Assessment 110,920,456 118,963,070 131,928,940 172,280,229 196,078,055 218,928,620

Total Expenditures NA 18,683,854 15,745,064 NA 24,912,391 20,489,410

Total Mills 40.00 40.00 40.00 36.00 35.70 35.40

Total Debt 13,710,000 13,020,000 12,325,000 22,540,942 26,975,925 28,143,924

Certified FTE's 107.07 118.34 121.31 112.35 114.56 115.06

Average Teacher Salary 38,780 40,654 40,007 42,321 44,276 45,978

 Free & Reduced Lunch 50% 52% 53% 41% 42% 41%

  Mileage From Decatur 6.7 8.1

ADM (3QTR) is Average Daily Membership for Quarters 1-3 for the stated school year

 Total Debt includes bonded and non-bonded filed with ADE.

 Certified FTE's is the Total Non-Federal Certified FTE's.

 Average Teacher Salary includes  Non-Federal Certified Classroom FTE's.

**Presently classified in fiscal distress.

Data Source:  Annual Statistical Reports - ADM, Total Assessment Total Expenditures, Total Mills, 

     Total Debt, Certified FTE's,  & Average Salary

                       Child Nutrition Cycle 2 Verified Data  - Free & Reduced Lunch

    Mileage - Google Maps

 

Arkansas Department of Education 
Historical Review of Selected Data

Bentonville

Gravette

Financial Accountability and Reporting

July 31, 2008
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  Gentry Public Schools  
Dr. Randy C. Barrett, Superintendent 

201 South Giles Avenue 
Gentry, Arkansas 72734 

 

Telephone: 479-736-2253    Fax: 479-736-2245     e-Mail:  drbarrett@gentry2.nwsc.k12.ar.us 

 
 

Position Statement 
Regarding the Possible Annexation of the Decatur School District 

 
At its regular July meeting, held July 14, 2008, the Gentry School Board took no formal action 
but expressed the desire that the Decatur School District be allowed to continue to exist as a 
separate entity with an opportunity provided to work with state officials to rectify its financial 
difficulties.  It was the Gentry’s board’s consensus that such would be in the best interest of 
the Decatur students, staff, and Decatur community. 
 
The Gentry School Board respectfully asks that the Arkansas State Board of Education give 
due deliberation to the following considerations: 
 
1. Approximately one week after the State Board’s meeting many northwest Arkansas area 

school districts will begin professional development seminars for certified staff.  
Adequate time will not exist to plan for additional staff from an annexed school district. 

 
2. Approximately two weeks after the State Board’s meeting many northwest Arkansas 

area school districts will begin classes for students. Adequate time will not exist to plan 
for additional students, the merger of curricular offerings, the blending of local 
graduation requirements, and the hiring of any additional staff required to comply with 
the Arkansas Standards For Accreditation. 

 
 
 
 
 
3. Decatur staff members have been offered contracts of employment by the Decatur 

School District for the 2008-09 school term.  That will likely mandate that the receiving 
district honor those contracts while at the same time incurring additional expense by 
transitioning the new employees to the receiving district’s salary schedule.  (Ex: It has 
been projected by the Gentry superintendent that transitioning Decatur certified employees alone to the 
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Gentry certified salary schedule would cost approximately $300,000 more in salary and benefits than 
what those employees would earn on the Decatur schedule.) 

 

4. With the rationale for previous items noted, it would untenable for the receiving district 
to consider a Reduction In Force action at the beginning of a contract year for certified 
employees. 

 
5. With the rationale for previous items noted, the receiving district would most likely be 

compelled to leave staff, with the exception of the superintendent, and students at the 
existing Decatur site for at least one year thus negating any savings that might be gained 
by reducing staff and maximizing teacher-to-student class ratios. 

 
6. None of the contiguous districts have the same millage rate as the Decatur School 

District.  This is pertinent with regard to the assumption of the Decatur district’s bonded 
debt. 

 
7. The total amount of outstanding debt owed by the Decatur district has not been 

identified at the time of this petition due to the circumstances surrounding Decatur 
having been identified and classified as being in fiscal distress.  Without such analysis 
being available, the receiving district has no way to calculate if the incentive money 
provided with the annexation would offset increased operational costs and outstanding 
debt.  At a minimum, the annexation process should be guaranteed by the Arkansas 
Department of Education to be cost neutral to the receiving district. 

 
8. An annexation at this time would not allow the receiving district adequate time to revise 

its Master Facilities Plan for the Division of Public School Academic Facilities and 
Transportation. 

 
 
 
 
 
9. With the timing of the notice to the Decatur district of possible annexation, parents of 

the Decatur District did not have adequate time to avail themselves of transfers to other 
districts under the Public School Choice Act.  Without knowledge of parental 
preference, a possible scenario in year two of the annexation would be an exodus of 
students from the receiving district to another district leaving the receiving district with 
financial obligations not supported by a declining student enrollment. 

 
10. With significant minority populations existing within the Decatur district and/or the 

other contiguous school districts, adequate time would not be available to restructure 
“voting” zones of equal racial and population density proportions to ensure adequate 
and equal representation on the interim school board of the new unified district. 

 



333   

The mission of the Gentry School District is to work with the community in providing safe The mission of the Gentry School District is to work with the community in providing safe 

In summary, the Gentry School District acknowledges the authority of the Arkansas 
Department of Education and the Arkansas State Board of Education to govern public school 
education in Arkansas.  The Gentry School District does not presume that such considerations 
as listed above, and others, have not already been considered by all appropriate parties.  It 
does offer those items as the basis of its own deliberations. 
 
The Gentry School Board recognizes that the scope of its authority is rightfully limited by 
state law to those students within the boundaries of its own existing district and that, in such, it 
must first be concerned about the welfare of its own students and the ability to provide those 
students with quality educational opportunities. 
 
In that same vein, the Gentry School District hopes that the Decatur School District will have 
an opportunity to demonstrate whether it can move to financial self-sufficiency and continue 
to serve the students now residing within its district. 
 
After a sufficient period of time, should that not seem possible, the Gentry School District 
asks that all concerned parties be allowed sufficient time to analyze and to plan so that the 
disruption of the educational process for all students, parents, and related school districts 
might be kept to a minimum. 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted July 18, 2008 
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