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Reports

Chair's Report

Presenter: Randy Lawson

Commissioner's Report

Presenter: Dr. Ken James

The Education Trust: Dispelling the Myth Award

Each year, The Education Trust honors high-performing and gap-closing schools with Dispelling the Myth Awards. Through high
expectations, hard work, and efficient ways of working, these leaders are helping to dispel the myth that low-income and minority
children cannot meet high standards of learning. Day in and day out, they remind us that we can fulfill the true promise of American
education for all of our nation’s public school children. Norfork Elementary, Norfork, Arkansas is the only Arkansas school named for
the outstanding award for 2008. Norfork, AR, in the Ozarks just south of Missouri, is the type of school district where the
superintendent drives a school bus and the high school principal sweeps the cafeteria after lunch. Rural and geographically isolated,
the community has little experience with a culture of achievement. One father expressed the sentiments of many when he said, “The
school’s okay, but it should have more sports.” For that reason, faculty members say they feel a deep responsibility both to introduce
their students to the outside world and to prepare them for it by making them as academically accomplished as possible. And, they are
getting the job done. In the spring 2008, the literacy scores of Norfork’s mostly low-income sixth-graders were among the highest in the
state— far outperforming many wealthier schools. In 2007, all sixth-graders met state math standards. As one student said, “You learn
stuff here.”

Presenter: Dr. Charity Smith

Report: College and Career-Ready Policy Institute Initiative

Arkansas is one of eight states collaborating to compose the College and Career-Ready Policy Institute. The Institute is supported by a
grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation through Achieve, Inc. This report will highlight Arkansas' participation and note
progress to date.

Specifically, the Institute will assist states in:

e Developing goals for improving high school graduation, college- and career-readiness and postsecondary attainment rates;

e Putting in place a comprehensive state assessment system that is aligned with college- and career-ready standards and that
measures student progress over time;

e Establishing a coherent system of accountability that makes college- and career-readiness a central priority and that



“incentivizes” proper actions, promotes accurate judgments, and drives effective supports and interventions;

e Designing a statewide system of supports and interventions to assist low performing districts and schools and ensure
continuous improvement for all schools and districts around the state; and

e Providing educational options and supports to boost the achievement of low-income students and other groups at high-risk of
not achieving college-ready standards and college success.

In addition to assisting the eight states in developing and implementing a comprehensive college- and career-ready policy, it is hoped
that the lessons learned from these Institute states can assist other states also committed to the college- and career-ready agenda,
therefore boosting the academic prospects for even more U.S. students.

Presenter: Heather Gage

Report-5 Report: 2008 Revised State Equity Plan pursuant to No Child Left Behind

The Arkansas Department of Education will share the October 2008 Revised State Equity Plan, which was created pursuant to No
Child Left Behind. The report will also provide statistical results of programs covered under this plan for the past several years.

Presenter: Beverly Williams

Consent Agenda
C-1 Minutes: November 3 and 4, 2008
Minutes as recorded by Dr. Charles Watson on November 3 and 4, 2008.

Presenter: Dr. Charles Watson

C-2 Adoption of Meeting Dates of Arkansas State Board of Education January 2009 -- December
2009

State statute requires the Arkansas State Board of Education to adopt a calendar of meeting dates for 2009 at the last regular meeting
of the calendar year of 2008. A calendar for 2009 is proposed for adoption.

Presenter: Randy Lawson

C-3 Report on Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out of Area for Longer than
Thirty (30) Days, Act 1623 of 2001

Act 1623 of 2001 requires local school districts to secure a waiver when classrooms are staffed with unlicensed teachers for longer
than 30 days. Waiver requests were received from 92 school districts covering a total of 319 positions. None of these requests were
from a district in academic distress. These requests have been reviewed, either approved or denied by Department Staff and are
consistent with program guidelines.

Presenter: Beverly Williams

C-4 Commitment to Principles of Desegregation Settlement Agreement: Report on the Execution
of the Implementation Plan

By the Court Order of December 1, 1993, the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) is required to file a monthly Project
Management Tool (PMT) to the court and the parties to assure its commitment to the Desegregation Plan. This report describes the
progress the ADE has made since March 15, 1994, in complying with the provisions of the Implementation Plan (Plan) and itemizes the
ADE's progress against the timelines presented in the Plan. The December report summarizes the PMT for November.

Presenter: Dr. Charity Smith Willie Morris

C-5 Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations

The applicant data from this information is used to compile the Applicant Flow Chart forms for the Affirmative Action Report, which
demonstrates the composition of applicants through the selecting, hiring, promoting and terminating process.

Presenter: Ms. Beverly Williams Ms. Clemetta Hood



C-6

A-2

Review of Loan and Bond Applications

Pursuant to Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-20-805 and § 6-20-1205, the State Board of Education must approve all Revolving Loan
Fund and Commercial Bond applications, with the exception of non-voted refundings of commercial bond issues that meet the minimum
savings as required by the Rules and Regulations Governing Loan and Bond Applications, Section 9.02. It is recommended that the
State Board of Education review the following: Revolving Loan — 2 Bus Applications and 2 Construction Applications — Recommend
Approval; Commercial Bonds - 1 Second Lien Application and 2 Voted Bond Applications — Recommend Approval

Presenter: Ms. Amy Woody Ms. Cindy Hedrick

Action Agenda

Review of Probationary Status of Hughes High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for
Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206 requires the Department of Education (ADE) to take action concerning Hughes High School for failing to
meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

HughesHigh Schoolwas identified as accredited-probationary by ADE on May 15, 2008, and May 15, 2007. Hughes High School did not
have students enrolled in all 38 units, did not have a valid G/T program and had one teacher with an expired ALP for the 2006-2007
school year and employed two people who did not have a valid teaching license in positions that requires a teacher's license during the
2007-2008 school year.

ADE recommends that State Board of Education (SBE) require the Hughes School District to institute and fully implement a curriculum
that is based on state academic content and achievement standards, provide appropriate professional development at the cost of the
school district under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-207, and require the district to issue written certification that the violations have been
corrected and that no other violations of the Standards exist by February 1, 2009. An On-campus Standards Review (OSR) will be
conducted of the Hughes School District prior to May 15, 2009, to verify the status. ADE is then required to report to SBE as to the
extent the district has corrected the violations and as such is subject to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206.

A request for public comment from the Hughes community was received. Representatives will be allowed three (3) minutes during the
deliberation of this item.

Presenter: Frank Wimer M. Annette Barnes

Review of Probationary Status of Anna Strong Middle School of Lee County School District for
Failing to Meet all Standards for Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206 requires the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) to take action concerning Anna Strong Middle
School for failing to meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

Anna Strong Middle School was identified as accredited-probationary by ADE on May 15, 2008, and May 15, 2007. Anna Strong Middle
School had a teacher with an expired ALP in the 2006-2007 school year and had a teacher with an expired teaching license in the
2007-2008 school year.

ADE recommends that State Board of Education (SBE) approve actioninitiated by the Lee County School District under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-15-207(c)(8) and require the district to issue written certification that the violations have been corrected and that no other violations
of the Standards exist by February 1, 2009. An On-campus Standards Review (OSR) will be conducted of the Lee County School
District prior to May 15, 2009, to verify the status. ADE is then required to report to SBE as to the extent the district has corrected the
violations and as such is subject to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206.

Presenter: Frank Wimer M. Annette Barnes
Review of Probationary Status of Dollarway High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for
Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206 requires the Department of Education (ADE) to take action concerning Dollarway High School for failing to
meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.
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DollarwayHigh Schoolwas identified as accredited-probationary by ADE on May 15, 2008, and on May 15, 2007. Dollarway High School
employed a person who did not have a valid teaching license in a position that requires a teacher's license during the 2007-2008 school
year and had a teacher employed with an expired certificate during the 2006-2007 school year.

ADE recommends that State Board of Education (SBE) approve action initiated by the Dollarway School District under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-15-207(c)(8) and require the district to issue written certification that the violations have been corrected and that no other violations
of Standards exist by February 1, 2009. An On-campus Standards Review (OSR) will be conducted of the Dollarway School District
prior to May 15, 2009, to verify the status. ADE is then required to report to SBE as to the extent the district has corrected the
violations and as such is subject to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206.

Presenter: Frank Wimer M. Annette Barnes

Review of Probationary Status of Crossett High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for
Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206 requires the Department of Education (ADE) to take action concerning Crossett High School for failing to
meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years._

CrossettHigh Schoolwas identified as accredited-probationary by ADE on May 15, 2008, and May 15, 2007. Crossett High School did
not have students enrolled in the required 38 units for the 2006-2007 school year and employed a person who did not have a valid
teaching license in a position that requires a teacher's license during the 2007-2008 school year.

ADE recommends that State Board of Education (SBE) approve action initiated by the Crossett School District under Ark.Code Ann. §
6-15-207(c)(8) and require the district to issue written certification that the violations have been corrected and that no other violations of
the Standards exist by February 1, 2009. An On-campus Standards Review (OSR) will be conducted of the Crossett School District
prior to May 15, 2009, to verify the status. ADE is then required to report to SBE as to the extent the district has corrected the violations
and as such is subject to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206.

Presenter: Frank Wimer M. Annette Barnes
Review of Probationary Status of Bearden High School for Failing to Meet all Standards for
Accreditation for Two (2) Consecutive Years

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206 requires the Department of Education (ADE) to take action concerning Bearden High School for failing to
meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years._

BeardenHigh Schoolwas identified as accredited-probationary by ADE on May 15, 2008, and on May 15, 2007. Bearden High School
employed a person not having a valid teaching license in a position that requires a teacher’s license during 2007-2008 school year and
did not have students enrolled in the required 38 units for the 2006-2007 school year.

ADE recommends that the State Board of Education (SBE) approve action initiated by the Bearden School District under Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-15-207(c)(8) and require the district to issue written certification that the violations have been corrected and that no other
violations of Standards exist by February 1, 2009. An On-Campus Standards Review (OSR) will be conducted of the Bearden School
District prior to May 15, 2009, to verify the status. ADE is then required to report to the SBE as to the extent the district has corrected
the violations and as such is subject to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-206.

Presenter: Frank Wimer M. Annette Barnes

Request for Approval of Arkansas Better Chance Recommendations

Pursuant to the authority granted the State Board of Education, the Division of Child Care and Early Childhood Education requests
funding approval for the attached recommendations under the Arkansas Better Chance program.

Presenter: Jamie Morrison, ABC Administrator

Request for Charter Amendment of Open-Enroliment Public Charter School: Academics Plus
Charter School, Maumelle, AR

The State Board of Education approved the application for Academics Plus Charter School in February 2001. The current five year



A-9

A-10

renewal charter contract for the school goes through June 30, 2012. The Arkansas Department of Education has received a letter from
Academics Plus Charter School requesting the approval of additional waivers including Advanced Placement and International
Baccalaureate course offerings.

Copies of the documentation have been included for review.

The entity is therefore requesting that the State Board of Education grant the amendment of requested waivers.

Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown, Charter School Program Director

Review of Open-Enroliment Public Charter School: Dreamland Academy of Performing and
Communication Arts, Little Rock, AR

The State Board of Education approved the application for Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts in March of
2007. The current five year charter contract for the school goes through June 30, 2012. The school was notified of an agenda item for
the December State Board Education meeting regarding a comprehensive review of the school’s financial status. Since that notification,
Dreamland Academy has exercised its right in requesting a hearing before the State Board of Education.

A formal hearing has been requested of the State Board of Education to hear a report on the fiscal status of Dreamland Academy of
Performing and Communication Arts. Action pending hearing results.

Presenter: Dr. Mary Ann D. Brown, Charter School Program Director

Hearing on Revocation of Teacher’s License — Paul M. Knutson

Mr. Knutson currently holds a standard five-year license valid until December 31, 2012. On June 20, 2008, Mr. Knutson pled guilty to
three counts of Sexual Conduct with a Minor Age 15 or over, a class 6 Felony, in Maricopa County, Arizona. Pursuant to Ark. Code
Ann. § 6-17-410(c)(9), the State Board shall revoke any existing license not up for renewal of any person who has pled guilty to Sexual
Conduct with a Minor Age 15 or over. Mr. Knutson was notified of the recommendation of revocation of his teacher’s license on October
25, 2008, and of his right to a hearing before the State Board on December 8, 2008. Mr. Knutson was formerly employed by the Rogers
School District as a teacher.

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter Drew Blankenship

Hearing on Revocation of Teacher’s License — Stacy Lynn Tucker

Mr. Tucker currently holds a standard ten-year license valid until December 31, 2011. On September 5, 2008, Mr. Tucker pled guilty to
the charge of Possession of Child Pornography, a class C Felony. Pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-17-410(c)(27), the State Board shall
revoke any existing license not up for renewal of any person who has pled guilty to Possession of Child Pornography. Mr. Tucker was

notified of the recommendation of revocation of his teacher’s license on October 27, 2008, and of his right to a hearing before the State
Board on December 8, 2008. Mr. Tucker was formerly employed by the Izard County Consolidated School District as a band instructor

Presenter: Jeremy Lasiter Drew Blankenship



Minutes
State Board of Education
Monday and Tuesday, November 3 and 4, 2008

The State Board of Education convened for its regular meeting on Monday, November 3, 2008,
in the Auditorium of the State Education Building. Chairman, Randy Lawson, called the meeting
to order at 1:00 p.m.

The following Board members were present: Randy Lawson, Chair; Dr. Naccaman Williams,
Vice-Chair; Sherry Burrow; Jim Cooper; Brenda Gullett; Sam Ledbetter; Dr. Ben Mays; Alice
Mahony; and Diane Tatum. Paul Gray, Arkansas Teacher-of-the-Year, also attended as a non-
voting member.

Chairman Lawson announced that due to time constraints there would be no Chair’s Report or
Commissioner’s Report for this meeting.

Consent Agenda

Dr. Williams moved approval of the Consent Agenda. Ms. Burrow seconded the motion. The
motion was adopted unanimously.

e Minutes — October 13, 2008

e Commitment on Principles of Desegregation Settlement: Report on the Execution of the
Implementation Plan

e Newly Employed, Promotions and Separations

e Report on Waivers to School Districts for Teachers Teaching Out of Area for Longer
than Thirty (30) Days, Act 1623 of 2001

e Request for Approval of Stipulated Agreement — Brandy Walls

Action Agenda

Consideration for Final Approval: Proposed Rules Governing the Purchase of
Instructional Materials by Arkansas School Districts

Tripp Walter was recognized to present this item. Mr. Walter stated that this Rule was
previously submitted for public comment. He noted that comments received were considered
and minor revisions were made pursuant to those comments. He affirmed that revisions under
consideration due to the comments were not sufficient to cause the Rule to be resubmitted for
further comment.

Ms. Tatum moved approval of the Rule as revised. Ms. Gullett seconded the motion. The
motion was adopted unanimously.

(A complete transcript of items regarding charter schools was recorded by a court reporter.
That transcript can be accessed in the State Board Office of the Department of Education.
Readers of the Minutes may contact the State Board Office for reference to the transcript(s).



Request for Charter Amendment of Open-Enroliment Public Charter School Haas Hall
Academy, Farmington, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown stated that Haas Hall has
submitted revised amendments consistent with requests that were previously submitted. Dr.
Brown stated that Haas Hall seeks three amendments to the school’s charter: (1) to relocate to
a facility in Fayetteville; (2) to increase the enroliment cap beginning with the 2009-2010 school
year; and (3) to add Grade 8 creating a school having Grades 8 — 12.

Dr. Brown introduced Dr. Martin Shoppmeyer who presented Dr. Ken Vickers, a member of the
local charter board. Dr. Vickers presented background documentation on each of the three
amendments under consideration. Dr. Vickers noted a new partner, the owner of a facility
located at 3155 North College in Fayetteville, the proposed new location: Tracy Hoskins. Mr.
Hoskins and his wife are parents of a student currently attending Haas Hall. During the
presentation it was determined that Ms. Hoskins (the owner’s spouse) is a current member of
the charter’s board of directors. It was observed that should the amendment to relocate to the
proposed facility, which is owned by a board member’s family, be approved, it would be
considered a conflict of interest. Ms. Hoskins announced that should the amendment be
approved, she would resign as a member of the board.

Ms. Gullett questioned the process for selecting this facility without the required process of
public announcement and taking bids on the lease.

Dr. Williams moved approval of all three proposed amendments: relocate to 2155 North College
in Fayetteville, to increase the enroliment cap to 320 for 2009-2010, and add Grade 8 with the
following conditions: (1) the Department of Education Legal Office will review the Code of Ethics
Requirements for purchasing or contracting with members of the local board; (2) assurance by
the State facilities review that the building meets all fire, safety and handicap accessibility
requirements. Ms. Burrow seconded the motion. The motion was adopted on a vote of 5 yes
and 4 no. No votes included: Cooper — does not believe that the procurement procedures for
the facility and the relationship of the owner to the board is ethical: Gullett abstained (which is
counted as being not in favor of the motion); Mays — issues related to the competitive bidding
process for securing the facility — does not believe this is limited or unusual condition that would
allow circumventing the bidding process; Tatum — stated conflict with membership of the family
on the board. The chair voted yes to break a tie vote.

Mr. Ledbetter asked about the procedure for documenting reasons for votes against approval of
charter school proposals. Dr. James stated that such requirement was specifically required by
the authorizing statute as well as being included in the Rule.

Hearing of Open Enrollment License Application and ADE Review: LISA Academy,
Fayetteville, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown noted that this proposal is
presented by the developers of LISA Academies currently operating in Little Rock and North
Little Rock.

Dr. Bobby New, Superintendent Fayetteville School District, was recognized and told the Board
that the Fayetteville School District was aware of the proposed charter school application but
neither he nor his staff has reviewed the proposal.



One of the issues that emerged during the discussion found that the proposed facility to house
the new charter was for two years, with no guarantee of renewal beyond that point. Mr.
Ozmeral suggested that once the charter was established, it was the intent to build or relocate
to a more permanent facility. A second issue was the intent to address the needs of
underserved or underperforming students in the proposed service area.

Ms. Burrow moved approval of the LISA Academy site for Fayetteville with the condition that all
facility health, safety and access requirements be

assured by the Department and upon facility review. Dr. Williams seconded the motion. The
motion was denied 2 yes and 6 no. Documented no votes:

e Cooper: the facility contract is not guaranteed beyond two years

e Gullett: the proposal does not provide anything new to education in the area

e Ledbetter: the proposal lacks any support or recommendation from the University of
Arkansas or from the local Fayetteville community.

e Mahony: lack of documentation of facilities renewal

e Mays: no documented intent to address students who are underperforming

e Tatum: does not believe the charter will address needs of underserved students in the
community.

Hearing of Open Enrollment charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: Eudora
Community Charter School, Eudora, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown noted that representatives
from the Lakeside School District, which includes an elementary school in Eudora and provides
secondary schools for Eudora students, were present but were not speaking against the
proposal.

Dr. Brown introduced Juanita Burton to present the Eudora proposal. Ms. Burton stated that
representatives had visited the KIPP Academy in Helena and seek to emulate ideas from KIPP
that have proved successful in addressing the needs of minority students. Ms. Tatum
expressed concern that the developers had the resources and training required to bring the
necessary resources together for this proposal to be successfully implemented. Ms. Gullett
asked about the seemingly large number of waivers, especially for teacher licensure, when
there appears to be many students in the area that are not proficient on the Benchmark exams.

Mr. Ledbetter noted that the proposed facility was an old previously used school building having
many standards deficiencies. He noted in the proposal that the community had indicated
support for correcting the deficiencies, but the developers of the proposal did not have written
confirmation of a financial commitment. Ms. Burton noted that the city intends to file for grant
funds, but there is no assurance of funding.

Dr. Williams addressed the training component of a “KIPP-like” program and implementation of
Core Knowledge. There was no definite response from Ms. Burton.

Mr. Cooper moved denial of the application. Ms. Tatum seconded the motion. The motion was
adopted unanimously.



Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: Jacksonville
Lighthouse Charter School, Jacksonville, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown introduced Dr. Brenda
Bowles representing the Pulaski County Special School District. Dr. Bowles stated the District
opposes this application because the loss of students will cause a decrease in enrollment and
revenue from state funds should the school be approved. She also suggested that pulling a
large number of students of any race from the district would jeopardize the District’'s work
toward achieving unitary status. She did confirm that Jacksonville Elementary School fails to
meet the Court ordered desegregation status at this time. Dr. Bowles affirmed that four of the
six elementary schools serving students in the Jacksonville area meet “Adequate Yearly
Progress” as determined under No Child Left Behind.

Dr. Brown introduced Mike Runyon and George Biggs representing Lighthouse Charter School
group, which is proposed to be part of a national organization (Lighthouse) supporting the local
application.

Local community elected officials and state legislators from the Jacksonville area attended in
support of the proposed Lighthouse Charter School.

Mr. Ledbetter asked Dr. Bowles about the issue of meeting unitary status in Jacksonville and its
impact on the district as a whole. Dr. Bowles responded that three of the six elementary
schools serving students in the Jacksonville area fail to meet the guidelines for unitary status.

Dr. Williams suggested that given the number of students attending schools performing below
expected standards, parents should have some alternate options and Lighthouse is a national
organization with proven results.

Mr. Cooper moved approval with the condition that all health, safety and disability service codes
are in place. Ms. Gullett seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously on a roll-
call vote.

Hearing of Open Enroliment Charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: Jacksonville
Charter Academy, Jacksonville, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown introduced Dr. Brenda
Bowles representing the Pulaski County Special School District. Dr. Bowles repeated many of
the same arguments from the previous item.

Dr. Brown introduced Dr. Buster Lackey who presented the proposed application.

Dr. Mays asked what impact the approval of the previous charter would have on the Academy
application. Dr. Lackey responded that the Academy proposal purports to create a student
personal learning plan for each student, much like those required for special education students
(IEPs) or the plans under No Child Left Behind for students who are not proficient on the
Benchmark exams.

Ms. Gullett asked about the number of students to be served. Dr. Lackey responded 320, to
which Ms. Gullett suggested was insufficient to meet the enrollment requirements for small
school districts. Dr. James noted that charter schools are not subject to the 350 minimum
student number as are local school districts.



Dr. Williams moved to deny the charter application stating that the timing for this proposal is
“just not right.” Ms. Tatum seconded the motion. The motion was adopted unanimously on a
roll-call vote. Reasons cited for denying the charter application.

Tatum: timing is not right to approve two charters in one community

Mays: supports public schools in Jacksonville

Mahony: timing

Ledbetter: the application appeared less well developed and perhaps developed too
quickly to have addressed the major tenets of developing a comprehensive charter
school

Gullett: there is too large concentration of charter schools in the central Arkansas area
Cooper: expects too much damage to the existing district and schools in the area
Burrow: damage caused by charters to local district

Williams: timing

The Board recessed at 5:30 p.m. to reconvene at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, November 4.

The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and declared the continuation of the Agenda
from the previous day.

Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: Little Rock
Preparatory Academy, Little Rock, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown introduced Chris Heller
attorney for the Little Rock School District Board. Mr. Heller stated that representatives from the
Little Rock District administration were present, but he would be representing the district and the
board and presenting the districts opposition to this proposal. Dr. Linda Watson,
superintendent, arrived during the presentation and did not wish to speak.

Mr. Heller's comments expressed concern for the capability of the Little Rock District to meet
achievement expectations when so many of the high achieving students have left the district for
other approved charter schools. Mr. Heller cited data for students who recently left the district
to attend the e-stem open enroliment charter school with higher achievement scores than those
left attending in the district.

Dr. Williams asked Mr. Heller why Little Rock was objecting to this charter application. Mr.
Heller responded that charter schools were lowering the overall achievement of the Little Rock
School District. Dr. Williams inquired as to why the district did not bring proven programs to the
schools to address the underachieving status of students. Mr. Heller stated that the evaluation
of charter schools does not suggest that charter schools are improving student performance.
Dr. Williams suggested that KIPP Academy in Helena was taking students from across the
community regardless of ability and those students were improving in achievement.

Ms. Brown introduced Lotoya Goree to present the proposal.
The issue of measuring longitudinal growth to determine overall student and school

performance was noted. Mr. Lawson commented that longitudinal tracking is an easier and
more reliable way to observe growth than other measures. Mr. Heller asked how such growth



was measured. The Chair noted that all charter schools must demonstrate longitudinal data
when they are seeking reauthorization of the charter.

Mr. Ledbetter expressed concern that charter schools meet a critical objective of providing
programs to meet the needs of high poverty children and thus help close the achievement gap.
He suggested future conditions might be attached when they are approved.

Ms. Tatum noted that the proposed facility, in a church education wing, was only guaranteed for
two years. She inquired about the final three years on the initial contract if approved. Ms.
Goree noted that the facility was not intended to be the final location and that the school would
be seeking alternate facility at once. Ms. Goree expressed the desire for fund raising that would
help support a new facility.

Ms. Gullett moved to postpone consideration on this charter until a later date. Dr. Mays
seconded the motion. The motion was withdrawn without a vote or further discussion.

Mr. Cooper moved approval conditional to review of facilities for all necessary safety, security
and handicapping codes and require a program review after two complete years of operation.
Dr. Williams seconded the motion.

Dr. Williams asked Department staff if sufficient data would be available to conduct a review
after two years. With Department confirmation that data would be available, Dr. Williams
specified the review in December after two full years of operation. Mr. Cooper accepted the
amendment.

The motion was adopted on a vote of 5 yes and 3 no. No votes were Gullett, Mays, and Tatum.
Reasons for no votes:

e Gullett: pleas submitted by Mr. Heller and the Little Rock School District
e Mays: similar to those expressed by Ms. Gullett
e Tatum: concern for facilities and the lease agreement for only two years

Mr. Cooper left the meeting.

Hearing of Open Enrollment Charter Application Appeal and ADE Review: Little Rock
Urban Prep for Young Men, Little Rock, AR

Dr. Mary Ann Brown was recognized to present this item. Dr. Brown introduced Chris Heller
attorney for the Little Rock School District Board. Mr. Heller stated that representatives from the
Little Rock District administration were present, but he would be representing the district and the
board and presenting the districts opposition to this proposal. Dr. Linda Watson,
superintendent, acknowledged that Mr. Heller would speak for the district.

Mr. Heller's comments expressed concern for the capability of the Little Rock District to meet
achievement expectations when so many of the high achieving students have left the district for
other approved charter schools. Mr. Heller cited data for students who recently left the district
to attend the e-stem open enrollment charter school with higher achievement scores than those
left attending in the district. Mr. Heller also questioned the legality of charters that discriminate
due to race, sex or other factors.



The Chair requested an opinion from Department counsel regarding service to a charter serving
only one sex — boys. Mr. Lassiter cited statutes prohibiting same sex charter schools. He noted
that some waivers were being considered at the federal level, but nothing had been considered
to override the statutes at the state level.

Jackie Jackson was recognized to present components of the proposed charter.

Dr. Williams stated it appears this proposal cannot be funded under the law, but it addresses a
need in the community and hopefully this can happen in the future.

Dr. Williams moved to deny the proposal. Dr. Mays seconded the motion. The motion was
adopted unanimously. Each Board member cited legal considerations as the reason for denial
of the charter.

Without objections, the Chair declared the meeting adjourned. The meeting adjourned at 11:45
a.m.

These Minutes were recorded and reported by Dr. Charles D. Watson.
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MEETING DATE

December 29, 2008

December 30, 2008

January 2, 2009

January 12, 2009

January 28, 2009

January 29, 2009

January 30, 2009

February 09, 2009

March 4, 2009

March 5, 2009

March 6, 2009

March 16, 2009

April 1, 2009 April 2, 2009 April 3, 2009 April 13, 2009
April 29, 2009 April 30, 2009 May 1, 2009 May 11, 2009
May 27, 2009 May 28, 2009 May 29, 2009 June 8, 2009
June 30, 2009 July 1, 2009 July 2, 2009 Sat 4™ | July 13, 2009
July 29, 2009 July 30, 2009 July 31, 2009 August 10, 2009

September 2, 2009

September 3, 2009

September 4, 2009

September 14, 2009

September 30, 2009

October 1, 2009

October 2, 2009

October 12, 2009

October 28, 2009

October 29, 2009

October 30, 2009

November 9, 2009

December 2, 2009

December 3, 2009

December 4, 2009

December 14, 2009
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ADE’S PROJECT MANAGEMENT TOOL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

NOVEMBER 30, 2008

This document summarizes the progress that ADE has made in complying with the provisions of the
Implementation Plan during the month of November 2008.

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
ACTIVITY

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF
NOVEMBER 30, 2008

1. Financial Obligation

As of October 31, 2008, State Foundation Funding payments
paid for FY 08/09 totaled $17,526,831 to LRSD, $9,629,202 to
NLRSD, and $13,116,648 to PCSSD. The Magnet Operational
Charge paid as of October 31, 2008, was $4,118,900. The
allotment for FY 08/09 was $15,163,785. M-to-M incentive
distributions for FY 08/09 as of October 31, 2008, were
$941,012 to LRSD, $835,702 to NLRSD, and $1,973,252 to
PCSSD. In September 2008, General Finance made the last one-
third payment to the Districts for their FY 07/08 transportation
budget. As of September 30, 2008, transportation payments for
FY 07/08 totaled $4,460,451 to LRSD, $1,232,312 to NLRSD,
and $2,948,764 to PCSSD. In September 2008, General Finance
made the first one-third payment to the Districts for their FY
08/09 transportation budget. As of September 30, 2008,
transportation payments for FY 08/09 totaled $1,428,236 to
LRSD, $419,360 to NLRSD, and $1,114,953 to PCSSD. In
March 2008, a bid for 16 new Magnet and M-to-M buses was
awarded to Central States Bus Sales. The buses for the LRSD
include 8 - 65 passenger buses for $66,405.00 each. The buses
for the NLRSD include 1 - 65 passenger bus with a wheelchair
lift for $72,850.00 and 1 - 47 passenger bus with a wheelchair
lift for $70,620.00. The buses for the PCSSD include 2 - 65
passenger buses for $66,405.00 each, 2 - 47 passenger buses for
$65,470.00 each and 2 - 47 passenger buses with wheelchair lifts
for $70,620.00 each. In July 2008, 16 new Magnet and M-to-M
buses were delivered to the districts in Pulaski County. Finance
paid Central States Bus Sales $1,079,700. In July 2008, Finance
paid the Magnet Review Committee $92,500. This was the total
amount due for FY 08/09. In July 2008, Finance paid the Office
of Desegregation Monitoring $200,000. This was the total
amount due for FY 08/09.




IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
ACTIVITY

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF
NOVEMBER 30, 2008

11. Monitoring Compensatory
Education

On October 9, 2008, the ADE Implementation Phase Working
Group met to review the Implementation Phase activities for the
previous quarter. Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner for
Desegregation, updated the group on all relevant desegregation
issues. Meetings have been taking place to prepare for the
possibility that the 8" U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upholds the
ruling that gave the Little Rock School District unitary status.
The LRSD has requested that for the next seven years, the three
school districts in Pulaski County continue to receive the same
amount of desegregation funding that they will receive this year.
The LRSD also asked for restrictions on new charter schools in
Pulaski County, protection from sanctions if they are in fiscal or
academic distress, and a new state-funded education service
cooperative in Pulaski County. In a September 17 update on the
status of the PCSSD implementation of its desegregation plan,
the Office of Desegregation Monitoring (ODM) stated that in
some PCSSD schools, black males have suspension rates above
50%. ODM stated that “districtwide, discipline rates continue to
climb” and black males “have discipline rates far out of
proportion to their presence in the student body.” Issues listed in
the ODM report lead them to “suggest that PCSSD is not
presently in the posture to either seek or be awarded unitary
status by the district court.” The next Implementation Phase
Working Group Meeting is scheduled for January 8, 2009 at
1:30 p.m. in room 201-A at the ADE.

111. A Petition for Election for
LRSD will be Supported Should a
Millage be Required

Ongoing. All court pleadings are monitored monthly.

1V. Repeal Statutes and
Regulations that Impede
Desegregation

In July 2007, the ADE sent letters to the school districts in
Pulaski County asking if there were any new laws or regulations
that may impede desegregation. The districts were asked to
review laws passed during the 86™ Legislative Session, and any
new ADE rules or regulations.

V. Commitment to Principles

On November 3, 2008, the Arkansas State Board of Education
reviewed and approved the PMT and its executive summary for
the month of October.

VI. Remediation

In February of 2008, ADE staff provided District Test
Coordinator Training at the School for the Blind in Little Rock.
Eight staff members from the LRSD, two staff members from the
NLRSD and two staff members from the PCSSD attended.

VII. Test Validation

On February 12, 2001, the ADE Director provided the State
Board of Education with a special update on desegregation
activities.




IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
ACTIVITY

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF
NOVEMBER 30, 2008

VIII. In-Service Training

A Tri-District Staff Development Committee meeting was held
on February 5, 2008. Staff from PCSSD, NLRSD, LRSD and
the ADE attended. The Director of Professional Development
for the LRSD handed out a list of the dates and topics for eleven
days of professional development. Topics included classroom
management, school improvement, curriculum preparation, Next
Step, Arkansas history, ESL, interventions for diverse learners,
AEA, ACT, technology, parental involvement and
health/physical activity. Flex days, make up sessions, and
tracking professional development hours were discussed.

IX. Recruitment of Minority
Teachers

In May 2008, the ADE Office of Professional Licensure sent a
request to the three Pulaski County school districts asking for a
list of teacher shortage areas.

In May 2008, the ADE Office of Professional Licensure
requested a list of all spring minority graduates from all
Arkansas colleges and universities with teacher education
programs.

X. Financial Assistance to
Minority Teacher Candidates

Collin Callaway of the Arkansas Department of Higher
Education reported minority scholarships for Fiscal Year 2007-
2008 on October 15, 2007. These included the State Teacher
Assistance Resource (STAR) Program, the Minority Teacher
Scholars (MTS) Program, and the Minority Masters Fellows
(MMF) Program. The scholarship awards for STAR are as
follows:

STAR Male Male Female Female Total Total
Race Count Award Count Award Count Award
White 58 264,000 328 1,402,500 386 1,666,500
Black 10 51,000 29 136,500 39 187,500
Hispanic 4 18,000 4 18,000
Native Amer 1 3,000 1 6,000 2 9,000
Other 4 21,000 11 42,000 15 63,000
Totals 73 339,000 373 1,605,000 446 1,944,000
The scholarship awards for MTS are as follows:

MTS Male Male Female Female Total Total
Race Count Award Count Award Count Award
Black 7 35,000 28 137,500 35 172,500
Hispanic 6 30,000 6 30,000
Asian 2 10,000 2 10,000
Native Amer 4 20,000 4 20,000
Totals 7 35,000 40 197,500 47 232,500




IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
ACTIVITY

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF
NOVEMBER 30, 2008

X. Financial Assistance to
Minority Teacher Candidates
(Continued)

The scholarship awards for MMF are as follows:

MMF Male Male Female Female Total Total
Race Count Award Count Award Count Award
Black 2 8,750 27 125,000 29 133,750
Asian 2 11,250 2 11,250
Totals 2 8,750 29 136,250 31 145,000

XI. Minority Recruitment of ADE
Staff

The MRC met on October 9, 2007 at the ADE. Demographic
reports were presented that showed ADE employees grade 21
and above by race and section as of June 30, 2007 and
September 30, 2007. A spreadsheet was handed out that showed
for grade 21 and above the number and percentage of black,
white, and other race employees in each unit of the ADE. After
reviewing the September report, it was determined that it needs
some corrections. A new September report will be handed out
after the changes have been made.

XII. School Construction

This goal is completed. No additional reporting is required.

XIII. Assist PCSSD

Goal completed as of June 1995.

XIV. Scattered Site Housing

This goal is completed. No additional reporting is required.

XV. Standardized Test Selection to
Determine Loan Forgiveness

Goal completed as of March 2001.

XVI. Monitor School Improvement
Plans

On August 15, 2008, ADE staff met with principals and school
team leaders from the LRSD to discuss Scholastic Audit Priority
at the LRSD Central Office. Stressed the importance of
incorporating meaningful interventions and actions closest to the
specific summary findings and recommendations organized
under the headings of Academic Performance, Learning
Environment and Efficiency.

On August 21, 2008, ADE staff conducted a morning ACSIP
meeting at Brady Elementary in the LRSD. Principals, assistant
principals and school team leaders from Brady Elementary,
Watson Intermediate, Washington Elementary and Franklin
Elementary met to discuss Scholastic Audit Priority. The
coordinator for the Office of Title I Services also attended. They
met again in the afternoon at Washington Elementary. Each
school attending the meetings will add a fourth priority to the
School Improvement Plan.

On August 25, 2008, ADE staff conducted an ACSIP meeting at
J. A. Fair High School in the LRSD to review the Scholastic
Audit Priority and review intervention construction and
development. Staff from Mabelvale Middle, Cloverdale Middle,
J. A. Fair High and Hall High Schools attended.




IMPLEMENTATION PHASE
ACTIVITY

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF
NOVEMBER 30, 2008

XVI. Monitor School Improvement
Plans (Continued)

On September 12, 2008, ADE staff met with the Little Rock
School District administrative team at the LRSD Central Office.
Reviewed Title I documents and materials. Discussed Title I use
for class size reduction directly or as a supporting structure of an
intervention.

On October 28, 2008, ADE staff met at Murrell Taylor
Elementary School in the PCSSD with the school leadership
team. The role of the team and the type of training they were
interested in receiving were discussed. The team was asked if
they wanted to be trained with a group of other schools or
trained alone. They were also encouraged to have parent and
community representatives present at the next meeting.

XVII. Data Collection

The ADE Office of Public School Academic Accountability has
released the 2007 Arkansas School Performance Report (Report
Card). Reading and Science ACT scores were added to the 2007
Report Card. The purpose of the Arkansas School Performance
Report is to generally improve public school accountability, to
provide benchmarks for measuring individual school
improvement, and to empower parents and guardians of children
enrolled in Arkansas public schools by providing them with the
information to judge the quality of their schools. The
Department of Education annually publishes a school
performance report for each individual public school in the state,
and distributes the report to every parent or guardian of a child
in kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) in the public
schools of Arkansas.




IMPLEMENTATION PHASE

PMT EXECUTIVE SUMMARY AS OF

ACTIVITY NOVEMBER 30, 2008
XVIII. Work with the Parties and | On July 10, 2002, the ADE held a Desegregation Monitoring
ODM to Develop Proposed and Assistance Plan meeting for the three school districts in

Revisions to ADE’s Monitoring
and Reporting Obligations

Pulaski County. Mr. Willie Morris, ADE Lead Planner for
Desegregation, presented information on the No Child Left
Behind Act of 2001. A letter from U.S. Secretary of Education,
Rod Paige, was discussed. It stated that school districts that are
subject to a desegregation plan are not exempt from the public
school choice requirements. “If a desegregation plan forbids the
school district from offering any transfer option, the school
district should secure appropriate changes to the plan to permit
compliance with the public school choice requirements”.
Schools in Arkansas have not yet been designated “Identified for
Improvement”. After a school has been “Identified for
Improvement”, it must make “adequate yearly progress”.
Schools that fail to meet the definition of “adequate yearly
progress”, for two consecutive years, must provide public school
choice and supplemental education services. A court decision
regarding the LRSD Unitary Status is expected soon. The LRSD
and the NLRSD attended the meeting. The next meeting about
the Desegregation Monitoring and Assistance Plan will be held
in August, 2002, after school starts.




NEWLY EMPLOYED FOR THE PERIOD OF November 1, 2008 — November 30, 2008

Jessica Brown - Buyer Supervisor, Grade 20, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services, Administrative
Support, effective 11/10/08.

* LaDonna Fuller — Secretary |, Grade 11, Division of Learning Services, Special Programs/ Migrant Education,
effective 11/10/08.

*Gail Lindsey — Secretary |, Grade 11, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services, effective 11/03/08. Rehire

Judy Mason — Chief Investigator, Grade 99, Division of Human Resources/Licensure, Professional Licensure
Standards, effective 11/04/08.

*Terri Mikel — Public School Program Advisor, Grade 21, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services, APSCN,
effective 11/10/08.

Melody Morgan- Public School Program Advisor, Grade 21, Division of Learning Services, Standards Assurance,
effective 11/10/08.

*Arijit Sarkar- Applications & Systems Analyst, Grade 21, Division of Research and Technology, Data
Administration & Reporting, effective 11/10/08.

*Etta Thomas - Training Instructor, Grade 18, Division of Fiscal and Administrative Services, APSCN, effective
11/03/08. Rehire

Brenda Watson — Administrative Assistant I, Central Administration, Special Education, effective 11/10/08.

PROMOTIONS/ LATERAL TRANSFERS FOR THE PERIOD OF November 1, 2008 — November 30, 2008

*Isrechea McCoy — from Administrative Assistant I, Grade 15, Division of Human Resources/Licensure,
Professional Licensure, to Grants Coordinator ll, Grade 19, Division of Human Resources/Licensure,
Professional Licensure, effective 11/17/08. Promotion

SEPARATIONS FOR THE PERIOD OF November 1, 2008 — November 30, 2008

*Patricia Maryman — Administrative Assistant I, Grade 15, Division of Human Resources/Licensure, Teacher
Quality, effective 11/14/08. 0 Years, 1 Month, 2 Days. Code: 01

*Minority

AASIS Code:
Voluntary — 01



Section 1
Revolving Loans to School Districts

Pursuant to Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-20-802, school districts may borrow
from the Revolving Loan Program for any of the following purposes:

(1) Funding of its legally issued and outstanding postdated warrants;

(2)  Purchase of new or used school buses or refurbishing school buses;

(3) Payment of premiums on insurance policies covering its school buildings,
facilities, and equipment in instances where the insurance coverage
extends three (3) years or longer; and replacement of or payment of the
district’s pro rata part of the expense of employing professional appraisers
as authorized by § 26-26-1901 et seq. or other laws providing for the
appraisal or reappraisal and assessment of property for ad valorem tax
purposes;

(4) Making major repairs and constructing additions to existing school
buildings and facilities;

(5)  Purchase of surplus buildings and equipment;

(6)  Purchase of school sites for and the cost of construction thereon of school
buildings and facilities and the purchase of equipment for the buildings;

(7) Purchase of its legally issued and outstanding commercial bonds at a
discount provided that a substantial savings in gross interest charges can
thus be effected;

(8) Refunding of all or any part of its legally issued and outstanding debt,
both funded and unfunded;

(9)  Purchase of equipment;

(10) Payment of loans secured for settlement resulting from litigation against a
school district;

(11) The purchase of energy conservation measures as defined in Title 6,
Chapter 20, Subchapter 4; and

(12) (A) The maintenance and operation of the school district in an amount
equal to delinquent property taxes resulting from bankruptcies or
receiverships of taxpayers and for loans to school districts in an amount
equal to insured facility loss or damage when the insurance claim is being
litigated or arbitrated.

(B) For purposes of this subdivision, the loans become payable and due
when the final settlement is made, and the loan limits prescribed by §
6-20-803 shall not apply.

The maximum amount a school district may borrow is $500,000 (A. C. A. § 6-20-
803). Revolving loans are limited to a term of ten (10) years (A. C. A. § 6-20-
806).



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
DECEMBER 8, 2008
APPLICATIONS FOR REVOLVING LOANS

REVOLVING LOAN APPLICATIONS:

2 Construction $ 140,000.00
2 School Bus 96,380.00

4 $ 236,380.00
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Section 2
Second Lien Bonds

Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-20-1229 (b) states the following:

(b) All second-lien bonds issued by school districts shall have semi-annual
interest payments with the first interest payment due within eight (8) months of
the issuance of the second-lien bond. All second lien bonds shall be repaid on
payment schedules that are either:

(1) Equalized payments in which the annual payments are substantially equal
in amount; or

(2) Decelerated payments in which the annual payments decrease over the
life of the schedule.



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
DECEMBER 8, 2008
APPLICATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL BONDS

COMMERCIAL BOND APPLICATIONS:

1 2nd Lien $ 295,000.00

1 $ 295,000.00
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Section 3
Voted Bonds

Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-20-1201 states the following:

All school districts are authorized to borrow money and to issue
negotiable bonds for the repayment thereof from school funds for
the building and equipping of school buildings, for making additions
and repairs thereto, for purchasing sites therefor, for purchasing
new or used school buses, for refurbishing school buses, for the
professional development and training of teachers or other
programs authorized under the federally recognized Qualified Zone
Academy Bond program, 26 U.S.C. §1397E, and for paying off
outstanding postdated warrants, installment contracts, revolving
loans, and lease-purchase agreements, as provided in this act.



STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
DECEMBER 8, 2008
APPLICATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL BONDS

COMMERCIAL BOND APPLICATIONS:

2 Voted $ 14,310,000.00

2 $ 14,310,000.00
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HUGHES HIGH SCHOOL

October 30, 2008 letter, re: Second Year
of Accredited-Probationary Status

October 21, 2008-letter, re: District’'s
response
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ARKANSAS
DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

October 30, 2008

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE NOTICE

Dr. Ray Nassar
Superintendent
Hughes School District
P.O.Box 9

Hughes, AR 72348

Re:

Second Year of Accredited-Probationary Status for Hughes High School

Dear Dr. Nassar:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with notice, under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-15-2006, that the Department of Education is required to take action concerning your
school’s failure to meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

The Hughes High School was identified as Accredited-Probationary by the Department on
May 15, 2007, as well as May 15, 2008. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-207 {c) provides that the
State Board of Education shall take at least one of the following actions against any school
failing to meet Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years:

(1)

@)

€)

“)

%)

(6)

Require a school district to reorganize or to reassign the administrative,
instructional, or support staff of a public school;

Require a school or school district to institute and fully implement a curriculum that
is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including
providing appropriate professional development at the cost of the school district;

Remove a particular school from the jurisdiction of a school district and establish
alternative public governance and supervision of the school or schools;

Require a school district to close down or dissolve a particular school or schools
within a school district;

Annex a school district or districts or parts thereof with another receiving school
district or districts pursuant to the authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.

and this subchapter;

Consolidate a school district or districts or parts thereof with another school district
or districts or parts thereof to form a resulting district pursuant to the authority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this subchapter;



(7) Reconstitute the leadership of a school district by removing permanently or
suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the school district or any
particular board members of a school district. The State Board of Education shall
have the authority to appoint an administrator or to call for the election of new
school board members to administer the affairs and provide governance of the
school district, or both; and

(8) Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by the State
Board of Education to assist and address a school or school district failing to meet

the Standards for Accreditation.

Please be advised that this is your written notice that should you wish to submit any
comments in writing, you may do so by submitting those comments to my office by noon on
Wednesday, November 19, 2008. Given the fact that the district’s opportunity to appeal has
elapsed, the State Board of Education will consider its final action as required by law.

The State Board of Education will take this matter into consideration at its scheduled
meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008, in the Auditorium of the Arkansas Department
of Education-Arch Ford Education Building, Four State Capitol Mall, Little Rock,

Arkansas at 9:00 a.m.

You will have an opportunity to address the State Board of Education at this time. Please
feel free to contact me at (501) 682-4227 if you have any questions. '

Sincerely,

Togp ety

Tripp Walter
Staff Attomey

TW/slr

cc: Annette Barnes, Coordinator-School Improvement
Frank Wimer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit
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HUGHES PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MEMBER NORTH CENTRAL ASSOGIATION

Ollice Of The Superintenden
Hughes. Arkansas 72348 E @ E H v E@
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Jeremy Lasiter

G 1 Counscl
A.fllcl;:las Iglégagtment of Education E-Srgﬁgﬁﬁgg _

RE: Response to Second Year of Accredited-Probationary Status for Hughes High
School

Dear Mr, Lagiter:

The purpose of this letter is to provide a response 10 the notice that the Hughes School
District received from the Department of Education pertaining to the schoo!’s failure to
meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

The Hughes School District hired Dr. Ray Nassar in June to take over the supcrintendent
position. Upon his arrival he imunediately reorganized the administrative staff, This is a
list of actions that the District has taken thus far. :

1. The administrative team has been revamped to include the hiring of a Curriculum
Coordinator and Dean of Students. All discipline issues are handled by the Dean
of Students, not the principals. This gives the principals morc time to conduct
walkthroughs and formal cvaluations.

2, The clementary and high school campuscs have been consolidated.

3. The administrators have incrcased the numbcr of Classroom Walkthroughs and
ihe Focus Teacher has increased the number of direct ohservations.

4. Approximately 16 cameras have been installed throughout the buildings as «
satety precaution. The handbook and personnel policies are being revisited for
revision purposes. (Ms, Barnes offered the assistance of Standards Assurance
Speceialist)

5. A team of toachers have reccived Classroom Management training as per their
IAP’s from the Great Rivers Co-op.

6. Fire detectors arc being installed in the buildings and safety bars are being
installed in the bathroom.

7. An additional math teacher was hired to divide the 7" and 8™ grade classes in
order for students to get more individualized instruction.

8. Waivers are no longer being granted to promote studonts that should have been
retained. Tn the pastif a parent signed a waiver their chiid could advance to the
next grade rather than being retained.

9. The district received 1003g grant in 07-08 in the amount of $100.000. The funds
were used to purchase JEDI Study Buddies for the elementary students and also
were used to purchasc an additional computer ab in the high school. Ancther
computer was added to euach classroom for students to usc.



FROM :HUGHES SCHOOL DISTRICT Fax NO. 8783393317 Oct. 21 20B8 @2:43AM P3

Past Ofice Box 9 Telephone 339-2570

HUGHES PUBLIC SCHOOLS

MEMBER NORTH CENTRAL ASSOCIATION
Otfice Of The Superintengent
Hughes, Arkansas 72348

10). The Scholastic Audit recommendations are being incorporated into ACSIP and
morte of them are being implemented and monitored in the classrooms.

11. Plaws arc underway to include the ABC/proschoal in the consolidation of
campuscs by next year. The ABC school from ASU will have to pay for the
operating cost.

12. Plans are being made to purchase additional cameras 1o be used as a tool for
observing instruction that will assist in writing tcacher TAP's and facilitati ng
alignment issues.

13. Time Clock. Plus is being added for clasgified employees. This will enable the
administrative staff more time to concentraic an curriculum rather than putting
together time cards.

14. The food services and custodial staff are overstaffed. Plans are being made to
reduce employceces in both areas. The District plans to do a reduction in force in
the certified staff area ag well.

15. Incorporate double blocking. i. e. two blocks of math and two blocks of litcracy
that will include writing prompts. Grades K-7 are doing this now and we have
English and literacy doing the same in prades X-8.

16. We are exploring the possibility of using our Algebra Teacher as a co-tcacher
with a distance leaning instructor.

17. The district is presently roscarching the use of an intercom system that will be
operablc through the computer system speakers.

18. We have started our afier school program. It began on Oclober 20 and will run
through the ond of schoel. Wc will have class from 3:20-5:00. The District will
transport these students home.

19. We plan on having two summer schoo) sessions.

20. The teacher’s lack of tcchnology knowledge will be addressed. The district has
invested in a large amount in technology, but the incorporation of the technology
into instruction is limited. We plan on having scvcral professional development
workshops for technology.

21. As of 10/08, our Agriculture teacher passed away. We arc currently advertising
for the position. If a replacement cannot be found. a long term substitute will be
used. This may result in the program of study being changed if necessary.

22. The amount of time teachers spend out of the classroom as a result of
participating in America’s Choice required professional development creates a
probiem. In the past wo have had several leuchers gone every month for several
days at a timc. This year the teachers arc gone for 3 days cvery other mouth.

23. The structure of America’s Choice as it relates to the Jevel of intervention needed
to bring the students to a working knowledge of matlyliteracy is currently not
working. We have gone (o grade level instruction and modified the workshop
model to increase instructional time.
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24, The majority of the teachers need sirategics on how to teach the tested concepts.
We will address this through the ERZ at ASU with our professional developmont,

In closing, 1believe thai if the Arkansas Department of Education and the

State Board of Education will give us a chance to implement this list of changes that we
have cither made or plan to make, we will show a significant gain in our Benchmark
scores. We have met all of the Standards for Accreditation for the 2008-09 school year,
We are currontly offering more than the 38 required courses and all of our teachers are
licensed with the exception of our special cducation teachers who have ALPs. Our
children descrve a quality education and that’s what the current administrative staff plans

on offering.

Sincerely,
ﬁ-‘j. Az
Dr. Ray Nassar
Superintendent



ANNA STRONG MIDDLE SCHOOL
of LEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

October 30, 2008 letter, re: Second Year
of Accredited-Probationary Status

October 16, 2008-letter, re: District’s
response
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October 30, 2008

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE NOTICE

Mr. Saul A. Lusk, Sr.
Superintendent

Lee County School District
188 West Chestnut Street
Marianna, AR 72360

Re:

Second Year of Accredited-Probationary Status for Anna Strong Middle School

Dear Superintendent Lusk:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with notice, under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-15-206, that the Department of Education is required to take action concerning your
school’s failure to meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

The Anna Strong Middle School was identified as Accredited-Probationary by the
Department on May 15, 2007, as well as May 15, 2008. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-207 (c)
provides that the State Board of Education shall take at least one of the following actions
against any school failing to meet Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years:

(1)

(2)

(3)

)

(5)

(6)

. Require a school district to reorganize or to reassign the administrative,

instructional, or support staff of a public school;

Require a school or school district to institute and fully implement a curriculum that
is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including
providing appropriate professional development at the cost of the school district;

Remove a particular school from the jurisdiction of a school district and establish
alternative public governance and supervision of the school or schools;

Require a school district to close down or dissolve a particular school or schools
within a school district;

Annex a school district or districts or parts thereof with another receiving school
district or districts pursuant to the authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.

and this subchapter;

Consolidate a school district or districts or parts thereof with another school district
or districts or parts thereof to form a resulting district pursuant to the authority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this subchapter;



(7) Reconstitute the leadership of a school district by removing permanently or
suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the school district or any
particular board members of a school district. The State Board of Education shall
have the authority to appoint an administrator or to call for the election of new
school board members to administer the affairs and provide governance of the

school district, or both; and

(8) - Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by the State
Board of Education to assist and address a school or school district failing to meet

the Standards for Accreditation.

Please be advised that this is your written notice that should you wish to submit any
comments in writing, you may do so by submitting those comments to my office by noon on
Wednesday, November 19, 2008. Given the fact that the district’s opportunity to appeal has
elapsed, the State Board of Education will consider its final action as required by law,

The State Board of Education will take this matter into consideration at its scheduled
meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008, in the Auditorium of the Arkansas Department .
of Education-Arch Ford Education Bmldmg, Four State Capitol Mall, Little Rock,

Arkansas at 9:00 a.m.

You will have an opportunity to address the State Board of Education at this time. Please
feel free to contact me at (501) 682-4227 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Trpe Wbt
Tripp Walter
Staff Attomney

TW/slr

cc: Annette Barnes, Coordinator-School Improvement
Frank Wimer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit
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Mr. Jeremy Lasiter
General Counsei
Arkansas Department of Education
Four Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR. 72201

Dear Attorney Lasiter,

I am responding to the letter dated October 7, 2008 concerning the second year of
Accreditation Probationary Status for Anna Strong Middle School.

It is my understanding that the cause of the probationary status for 2006-2007 and 2007-
2008 was due to certification issues. The district employs several teachers through the
Teach for America (TFA) organization. These person(s) were attempting to convert their
Provisional License over to the three year initial license through the Non-Traditional
Teacher Licensure Program. In consultation with our administrative team, I have learned
during the 2007-2008 school year, the person in question in this letter submitted all
requested paperwork and took all requested coursework in order for this process to take
place. What happened from there is where the lines of communication seem to have
broken down. It is very difficult to determine if this person did not follow through or if
there was a misunderstanding of information from the Department of Education to the

© school district or vice versa. Please know that we are not locking to make excuses, We
take on the issues that are before us and try and handle them in an efficient and -
professional manner. We also utilize the best research practices available to us when
trying to solve these problems when necessary.

We also would like to pass along the following:

1. The person(s) who are being referred to in this letter are no longer employed
with the Lee County School District

2. All of the teaching staff at Anna Strong Middle School are currently certified
in the area(s) in which they have been assigned to teach.



3. We are also seeking school board approval that will allow us to implement
procedures to make sure the district is not caught in situations of this type in
the future. All second year Teach for America personnel as well as other
individuals who hold probationary licenses and want to be considered for
employment with the Lee County School District for an additional year will
be contacted beginning in September of each school year. These persons must
be able to show undeniable proof that they have the hicensure/certification that
will meet the required areas in which they have been assigned to teach. This
must be done by May 1% of each school year.

We also request that a team of our administrative staff be aliowed to come before the
State Board of Education on November 3, 2008 to answer any questions and address
other issues concerning the second year of Accreditation Probationary Status of Anna

Strong Middle School. We look forward to hearing from you soon.
Sincerely,

Sdul Lusk,
Superintendent of Schools

cC: Annette Barnes, Coordinator-School Improvement
Frank Wimer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit



DOLLARWAY HIGH SCHOOL

October 30, 2008 letter, re: Second Year
of Accredited-Probationary Status
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QOctober 30, 2008

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE NOTICE

Mr. Thomas L. Gathen
Superintendent
Dollarway School District
4900 Dollarway Road
Pine Bluff, AR 71602

Re:  Second Year of Accredited-Probationary Status for Dollarway High School

Dear Superintendent Gathen:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with notice, under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-15-206, that the Department of Education is required to take action concerning your
school’s failure to meet all Standards for Accreditation for two {2) consecutive years,

The Dollarway High School was identified as Accredited-Probationary by the Department
on May 15, 2007, as well as May 15, 2008. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-207 (¢) provides that the
State Board of Education shall take at least one of the following actions against any school
failing to meet Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years:

(0 Require a school district to reorganize or to reassign the administrative,
instructional, or support staff of a public school; '

(2) Require a school or school district to institute and fully implement a curriculum that
is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including
providing appropriate professional development at the cost of the school district;

3) Remove a particular school from the jurisdiction of a school district and establish
alternative public governance and supervision of the school or schools;

4) Require a school district to close down or dissolve a particular school or schools
within a school district;

(5  Annex a school district or districts or parts thereof with another receiving school
district or districts pursuant to the authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.

and this subchapter;

(6) Consolidate a school district or districts or parts thereof with another school district
or districts or parts thereof to form a resulting district pursuant to the authority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this subchapter;



)] Reconstitute the leadership of a school district by removing permanently or
suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the school district or any
particular board members of a school district. The State Board of Education shall
have the authority to appoint an administrator or to call for the election of new
school board members to administer the affairs and provide governance of the
school district, or both; and

(8 Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by the State
Board of Education to assist and address a school or school district failing to meet
the Standards for Accreditation.

Please be advised that this is your written notice that should you wish to submit any
comments in writing, you may do so by submitting those comments to my office by noon on
Wednesday, November 19, 2008. Given the fact that the district’s opportunity to appeal has
elapsed, the State Board of Education will consider its final action as required by law.

The State Board of Education will take this matter into consideration at its scheduled
meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008, in the Auditorium of the Arkansas Department
of Education-Arch Ford Education Building, Four State Capitol Mall, Little Rock,

Arkansas at 9:00 a.m,

You will have an opportunity to address the State Board of Education at this time. Please
feel free to contact me at (501) 682-4227 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

‘7;7’;" M
Tripp Walter
Staff Attomey

TW/slr

ce: Annette Barnes, Coordinator-School Improvement
Frank Wimer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit
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Mr. Jeremy Lasiter, General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Education
#4 State Capitol Mall

Little Rock, AR 72201-1019

Re: Second Year Accredited-Probationary Status for Dollarway High School

Dear Sirs/Madams:

I am writing this letter to explain the situation which resulted in the Dollarway School
District being placed on Second Year of Accredited Probation. This situation resulted
from the District’s inability to recruit and employ certified staff for Physical Science and
Art. These areas you may note are among the critically needed and state-wide shortage
areas. We were successful in employing an art instructor after the designation. We
were unable to locate and employ a certified physical science teacher.

We currently have an individual empioyed who should meet full certification
requirements by the month of December. We solicit your understanding and patience as

it relates to this matter.

We understand and respect the rules, regulations, and policies that govern the
decisions to be made. We only request that you give consideration to the extreme
difficulty in employing staff in the fore mentioned areas when determining

consequences.
=K)R;%ctfully, jg %

omas Gathen, Superintendent
Dollarway School District

Cc: Annette Barnes, Coordinator- School Improvement
Frank Winer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit



CROSSETT HIGH SCHOOL

October 30, 2008 letter, re: Second Year
of Accredited-Probationary Status
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Jim Cooper

Melboune .
Brenda Guliett Re: Second Year of Accredited-Probationary Status for Crossett High School

Fayettevifle )
S oetler Dear Superintendent Warren:
Alice Mahony . . . .

E! Dorado The purpose of this letter is to provide you with notice, under Ark, Code Ann.
Dr. g;:mﬁzavs § 6-15-206, that the Department of Education is required to take action concerning your
Diane Tatum school’s failure to meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

Pine Biuff ‘

The Crossett High School was identified as Accredited-Probationary by the Department on
May 15, 2007, as well as May 15, 2008. Ark. Code Ann, § 6-15-207 (c) provides that the
State Board of Education shall take at least one of the following actions against any school
failing to meet Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years:

1) Require a school district to reorganize or to reassign the administrative,
instructional, or support staff of a public school;

2) Require a school or school district to institute and fully implement a curriculum that
is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including
providing appropriate professional development at the cost of the school district;

£)) Remove a particular school from the jurisdiction of a school district and establish
alternative public governance and supervision of the school or schools;

(4) Require a school district to close down or dissolve a particular school or schools
within a school district;

(5) Annex a school district or districts or parts thereof with another receiving school
district or districts pursuant to the authoerity of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.

and this subchapter;

(6) Consolidate a school district or districts or parts thereof with another school district
or districts or parts thereof to form a resulting district pursuant to the anthority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this subchapter;

Four Capitol Mall
Liltle Rock, AR
72201-1019
{501)682-4475
ArkansasEd.org

An Equal Opportunity
Employer



7 Reconstitute the leadership of a school district by removing permanently or
suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the school district or any
particular board members of a school district. The State Board of Education shall
have the authority to appoint an administrator or to call for the election of new
school board members to administer the affairs and provide governance of the

school district, or both; and

(8) Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by the State
Board of Education fo assist and address a school or school district failing to meet

the Standards for Accreditation.

Please be advised that this is your written notice that should you wish to submit any
comments in writing, you may do so by submitting these comments to my office by noon on
Wednesday, November 19, 2008. Given the fact that the district’s opportunity to appeal has
elapsed, the State Board of Education will consider its final action as required by law.

“ The State Board of Education will take this matter into consideration at its scheduled
meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008, in the Auditorium of the Arkansas Department
of Education-Arch Ford Education Building, Four State Capitol Mall, Little Rock,

Arkansas at 9;00 a.m.

You will have an opportunity to address the State Board Education at this time. Please feel
free to contact me at (501) 682-4227 if you have any questions.

“Sincerely,

Tripp Walter
Staff Attorney

TW/slr

cc: Annette Barnes, Coordinator-School Improvement
Frank Wimer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit
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October 30, 2008

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE NOTICE

Mr. Denny Rozenberg
Superintendent
Bearden School District
P. 0. Box 195

Bearden, AR 71720

Re;

Second Year of Accredited-Probationary Status for Bearden High School

Dear Superintendent Rozenberg:

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with notice, under Ark. Code Ann.
§ 6-15-206, that the Department of Education is required to take action concerning your
school’s failure to meet all Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years.

The Bearden High School was identified as Accredited-Probationary by the Department on
May 15, 2007, as well as May 15, 2008. Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-207 {(c) provides that the
State Board of Education shall take at least one of the following actions against any school
failing to meet Standards for Accreditation for two (2) consecutive years:

(1)

)

3)

(4)

(3)

(6

Require a school district to reorganize or to reassign the administrative,
instructional, or support staff of a public school;

Require a school or school district to institute and fully implement a curriculum that
is based on state academic content and achievement standards, including
providing appropriate professional development at the cost of the school district;

Remove a particular school from the jurisdiction of a school district and establish
alternative public governance and supervision of the school or schools;

Require a school district to close down or dissolve a particular school or schools
within a school district;

Annex a school district or districts or parts thereof with another receiving school
district or districts pursuant to the authority of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq.

and this subchapter;

Consolidate a school district or districts or parts thereof with another school district
or districts or parts thereof to form a resulting district pursuant to the authority of
Ark. Code Ann. § 6-13-1401 et seq. and this subchapter;



@) Reconstitute the leadership of a school district by removing permanently or
suspending on a temporary basis the superintendent of the school district or any
particular board members of a school district. The State Board of Education shall
have the authority to appoint an administrator or to call for the election of new
school board members to administer the affairs and provide governance of the

school district, or both; and

8) Take any other appropriate action allowed by law which is determined by the State
Board of Education to assist and address a school or school district failing to meet

the Standards for Accreditation.

Please be advised that this is your written notice that should you wish to submit any
comments in writing, you may do so by submitting these comments to my office by noon on
Wednesday, November 19, 2008. Given the fact that the district’s opportunity to appeal has
elapsed, the State Board of Education will consider its final action as required by law.

The State Board of Education will take this matter into consideration at its scheduled
meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008, in the Auditorium of the Arkansas Department
of Education-Arch Ford Education Building, Four State Capitol Mall, Little Rock,

Arkansas at 9:00 a.m.

You will have an opportunity to address the State Board Education at this time. Please feel
free to contact me at (501) 682-4227 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Topp bl

Tripp Walter
Staff Attorney

TW/slr

cc: Annette Barnes, Coordinator-School Improvement
Frank Wimer, Unit Leader-Standards Assurance Unit



BEARDEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

NORTH CENTRAL ACCREMTED

100 Oak Avenue » P.O.Box 195 » Bearden, Arkansas 71720 » Phone 870-687-2236

October 13, 2008 /4) 7 s
To: Dr. T. Kenneth James and State Board of Educatio @® Gt E
Commissioner of Education C%)/. v Y -

From: Denny Rozenberg %) 9., _ o
Bearden Superintendent 004’04@ % " o
o _
C‘&@

Dear Dr. James and State Board of Education:

The purpose of this letter is to respond to the notice of Bearden High School receiving the
second year of Accredited-Probationary Status and the pending hearing and decisions of
actions against the Bearden School District by the State Board of Education. My written
response will be limited to facts/information that I have gathered since returning from a
military deployment in Afghanistan from February 9, 2007---May 14, 2008.

According to the 2006—2007 Annual Accreditation Status Report Bearden High School
did not meet the standards due to not teaching the required number of math courses in the
2006—2007 school year. It did teach Algebra I, Algebra B, Algebra II, Geometry,
Transitions Math, Intermediate/College Algebra, Pre-Cal/Trigonometry. According to
Standards Assurance Algebra B and Intermediate and College did not count as one of the
required 38 units and another math course should have been offered. This deficiency was
identified in March when the Standards Assurance on site review was conducted. The
high school corrected this deficiency by offering Algebraic Connections the following

year in 2007-—2008.

According to the 2007—2008 Annual Accreditation Status Report, Bearden High School
did not meet the standards due to two non-certified teachers (Scarlett Williams--English
and Tracy Turner--Art) and one teacher Jana McWhorter not being job certified for
Science. Scarlett Williams did not get signed up in time for the Master’s Teaching
program at HSU and Tracy Turner dropped out of the MT program at HSU. This
information about the two teachers was not known by the district until March—April
time frame of 2008. Mr. Turner was released from employment for the following school
year and replaced with another teacher and Mrs. Williams enrolled in the MT program at
HSU and is currently taking course work and has received a one year provisional license
for the 2008--2009 school year. Jana McWhorter had an ALP on file with the State
Department of Education for the science courses, however she had been moved to teach
computer courses due to a teacher (Terri Lindsey) deploying to Iraq (Oct 07) with the
Arkansas National Guard. The high school has corrected these deficiencies for the
2008—2009 school year and to the best of our knowledge is meeting the Accreditation

Standards for the 2008—2009 school year.

&y S ,




We believe that everything has been done humanly possible to meet the Standards for
Accreditation by the Bearden School District, Administration, and School Board for the
2008—-2009 school year. ] am requesting a technical assistance visit for Bearden High
School this fall from a Standards Assurance Specialist to assist in the area of the required
38 units and teacher licensure. We further request that the action against the Bearden
School District at this time be action (2) Require a school or school district to institute
and fully implement a curriculum that is based on state academic content and
achievement standards, including providing appropriate professional development at the

cost of the district.

In our small Bearden community in South Arkansas the Bearden School District along
with local churches is the center of the community and vital for the survival of our
community. We greatly appreciate your consideration for our requests and appreciate

your time and assistance.

Sincerely,

QZ’M

Denny IZ- Rozenberg
Bearden Superintendent

Cc: Jeremy Lasiter, General Counselor



2008-2009 Arkansas Better Chance Funding Recommendations

December 2008

Agency Vendor # City Type of Grant
Beebe School District 100037190 [Beebe Enhancement/Quality
Beebe School District 100037190 [Beebe Nutrition
Bright Beginnings NLR 100089382 |No. Little Rock Enhancement/Quality
Central Ark. Development Council 100120513 |Benton Enhancement/Quality
Child Development, Inc. 100051103 |Russellville Enhancement/Quality
Dawson Education Cooperative 100050744 |Arkadelphia Enhancement/Quality
DeQueen-Mena Education Coop. 100031682 |Gillham Enhancement/Quality
Dermott School District 100036933 [Dermott Direct Services
Des Arc School District 100036755 |Des Arc Enhancement/Quality
DeWitt School District 100036945 |DeWitt Enhancement/Quality
Drew Central School District 100036543 |Monticello Enhancement/Quality
The Exploration Station 100145515 |Booneville Enhancement/Quality
Families and Children Together 100054561 |El Dorado Enhancement/Quality
First Presbyterian Church 100055416 |Warren Enhancement/Quality
First Step 100028629 |Hot Springs Enhancement/Quality
Fort Smith School District 100036769 |Fort Smith Enhancement/Quality
Fort Smith School District 100036769 |[Fort Smith Direct Services
Fouke School District 100036636 |Fouke Enhancement/Quality
Grandma's Child Care 100097035 |Hope Enhancement/Quality
Great Beginnings Child Care 100113589 |Gurdon Enhancement/Quality
Happy Day Christian Preschool 100047535 |Fayetteville Training Grant
Head of the Class 100055187 |Monticello Enhancement/Quality
Hugs and Tugs (Candice Jackson) 100115554 |Hardy Enhancement/Quality
Jonesboro School District 100036789 |Jonesboro Enhancement/Quality
Kiddie Kampus (Gale Barker) 100055237 |Winslow Enhancement/Quality
Kids Place 100135681 |Jonesboro Enhancement/Quality
Kidz Kare 100124813 |Ozark Enhancement/Quality
Little Angels of Prescott 100146733 |Prescott Enhancement/Quality
Little Kids (Kashia Whittle) 100138748 |Springdale Enhancement/Quality
Little Rock School District 100036425 |Little Rock Enhancement/Quality
Mississippi Co. Economic Opportunity 100028887 |Blytheville Enhancement/Quality
McGehee School District 100036533 |McGehee Enhancement/Quality
Midland School District 100031694 |Floral Enhancement/Quality
Mrs. Mary's Preschool 100053221 |Fayetteville Enhancement/Quality
Mrs. Linda's Home Preschool 100053407 |Fayetteville Enhancement/Quality
Mrs. Melissa's FHDC 100043000 |Ash Flat Enhancement/Quality
North Little Rock School District 100036388 |No. Little Rock Enhancement/Quality
Northeast Arkansas Education Coop 100050759 |Walnut Ridge Nutrition
Outreach of Love 100149579 |Malvern Enhancement/Quality
Pangburn School District 100036666 |Pangburn Enhancement/Quality
Paragould School District 100031666 |Paragould Direct Services
Paris School District 100036760 |Paris Enhancement/Quality
Paris School District 100036760 |Paris Special Education
Pulaski Co. Special School District 100036860 |Little Rock Enhancement/Quality




2008-2009 Arkansas Better Chance Funding Recommendations

December 2008
Sarah's Precious Daycare 100052787 |Hot Springs Enhancement/Quality
So. Mississippi Co. School District 100029151 [Wilson Enhancement/Quality
Tender Loving Care 100125162 |Search Enhancement/Quality
The Learning Center (Sherri Traw) 100117208 |Batesville Enhancement/Quality
Western Yell Co School District 100050937 |Belleville Enhancement/Quality



2008-2009 Arkansas Better Chance Funding Recommendations
December 2008

Amount
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December 2008
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ARKANSAS
DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

November 25, 2008

Jake Honea, Superintendent
Academics Plus Charter School
900 Edgewood Drive
Maumelle, AR 72113

Re: Notice of State Board Meeting

Dear Mr. Honea:

This letter is to inform you that your request for a hearing regarding
Academics Plus Charter Schoo! will be considered at the State Board of
Education’s meeting on Monday, December 8, 2008. The meeting is
scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m., and will be held in the Auditorium of the
Arch Ford Education Building at Four Capitol Mall in Little Rock, AR.

Please ensure that you have all necessary personnel in attendance, as well
as all documentation in order to address any questions from the Arkansas
State Board of Education concerning your request.

Please feel free to contact the Charter School Office at (501) 683-5313,
should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Mary Ann D. Brown, Ed.D.
Program Director, Charter Schools

MB/ms

c/c:  Dr. Diana Julian, Deputy Commissioner
Jeremy C. Lasiter, General Counsel



Academics Plus Charter School
500 Edgewood Drive
Maumelle Arkansas 72113

(501) 851-3333

November 24, 2008

Dr. Mary Ann Brown

Charter School Office

Arkansas Department of Education
305 B Capitol Mall

Little Rock Arkansas 72202

Dear Dr. Brown:

| request permission to go before the Arkansas Department of Education Board of Education and request
the additional waivers to State Standards concerning Advance Placement and International
Baccalaureate courses.

We feel that by offering our students the opportunity to take up to &2 college hours through the University
of Central Arkansas is better than having AP/IB courses. The concurrent credit offerings provide our
students transferable college courses and no cost to them. Students who take AP courses must test out
of the course, then pay the receiving college a $15.00 (non-refundable) administration fee, plus a $70.00
axam fee for each class before coliege hours can be given. Many colleges aiso charge the students for
the classes being CLEP (College Level Examination Program) out.

| look forward to speaking with the Board in person. If you have any questions please give me or my
Principal, Dr. Lackey
a call.

Do It The Charter Way!
JAKE

Jake Honea
Superintendent

JH/o)
0 IE CEIY E @
NOV 24 2008
CHARTER SCHOOL OFFICE
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ARKANSAS
DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

November 19, 2008

Dr. Carolyn Carter, Director

Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts
5615 Geyer Springs Rd.

Little Rock, Arkansas 72209

Dear Dr, Carter:

This letter is to notify you that the Arkansas State Board of Education (State Board) will consider an
agenda item concerning Dreamland Academy at its next regularly scheduled meeting on December 8,
2008. In considering this agenda item, the State Board may hear or consider the possibility of
modification or revocation of the Dreamland Academy charter, or placement of Dreamland Academy
on probation, pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-105.

The reason for this proposed action is that Dreamland Academy allegedly failed to satisfy generally
accepted accounting standards of fiscal management. See Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-105(a)(2). The State
Board may take action up to and including revocation of the Dreamland Academy charter. ltis
necessary to conduct an expedited review of this matter due to Dreamland Academy’s current fiscal
posture.

You may request, in writing, a hearing before the State Board. If you request such a hearing, the
written request must be delivered to my office not later than 12:00 noen on Monday, November 24,
2008. Information or documents for the State Board’s consideration must be delivered by 12:00 noon
on Monday, December 1, 2008. Copies of Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-105 and Section 14.00 of the
Arkansas Department of Education Rules and Regulations Governing Public Charter Schools are
attached for you review.

If you request a hearing, the hearing will take place during the next regularly scheduled meeting of the
State Board on Monday, December 8, 2008, The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m., in the Auditorium
of the Arch Ford Education Building, #4 Capitol Mall, Little Rock, Arkansas, Regardless of
whether you request a hearing in this matter, you and any other representatives of Dreamtand Academy
who can address questions from the State Board concerning Dreamland Academy’s pending fiscal
issues should plan to be in attendance at the meeting.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact me at 501-682-4227. '

Very respectfully,

23-.91(‘ AN

Jeremy C. Lasiter
General Counsel

ce: State Board of Education
T. Kenneth James, Ed.D., Commissioner of Education
Dr. Diana Julian, Deputy Commissioner of Education
State Board Office
Mr. Bill Goff, Assistant Commissioner — Fiscal and Administrative Services
Dr. Mary Ann Brown, Program Director, Charter Schools
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6-23-105. Basis and procedure for public charter
school probation or charter modification,
revocation, or denial of renewal.

(a) The State Board of Education may place a public charter school on probation or may modify, revoke, or
deny renewal of its charter if the state board determines that the persons operating the public charter school:

(1) Committed a material violation of the charter, including failure to satisfy accountability provisions
prescribed by the charter;

(2) Failed to satisfy generally accepted accounting standards of fiscal management;
(3) Failed to comply with this chapter or other applicable law or regulation; or

(4) Failed to meet academic or fiscal performance criteria deemed appropriate and relevant for the public
charter school by the state board.

(b) Any action the state board may take under this section shall be based on the best interests of the public
charter school's students, the severity of the violation, and any previous violation the public charter school may

have committed.

(¢) The state board shall adopt a procedure to be used for placing a public charter school on probation or
modifying, revoking, or denying renewal of the school's charter.

(d) (1) The procedure adopted under this section shall provide an opportunity for a hearing to the persons
operating the public charter school and to the parents of students enrolled in the public charter school.

(2) (A) The hearing shall be held at the location of the regular or special meeting of the state board.
(B) The state board shall provide sufficient written notice of the time and location of the hearing.
(3) There is no further right of appeal beyond the determination of the state board.

(4) The Arkansas Administrative Procedure Act, § 25-15-201 et seq., shall not apply to any hearing
concerning a public charter school.

History. Acts 1999, No. 890, § 11; 2005, No. 2005, § 3; 2007, No. 736, § 3.

http://www.arkleg state.ar.us/NXT/gateway.dIl/ AR Code/title05150.htm/subtitle05 240.htm/chapt... 11/19/2008
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2.00

3.00

Agency #005.15
ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

RULES AND REGULATIONS
GOVERNING PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS
November 2007
Regulatory Authority
1.01 These rules and regulations shall be known as the Arkansas Department of
Education Rules and Regulations Governing Public Charter Schools.
1.02  The State Board of Education enacted these rules and regulations pursuant to its

authority under Ark. Code Ann. §6-11-105, 25-15-201 et seq., 6-23-101 et seq.,
and Act 736 of 2007.

Purpose of Regulations

2.01

The purposes of these rules and regulations are to implement Ark. Code Ann. §6-
23-101, et seq. and to establish the requirements and procedures for the
application of a public charter school, for monitoring a school once it has been
granted a charter by the State Board of Education (State Board), for renewal,
modification, and revocation of a charter granted by the State Board of Education,
and for disbursing funds to a public charter school.

Definitions

For the purpose of these rules and regulations:

3.01

3.02

3.03

3.04

“Debt” is defined as a financial obligation incurred by a public charter school,
which is due in more than 365 days.

“Average daily membership (ADM)” is defined as the total number of days
attended plus the total number of days absent by students during the first three (3)
quarters of each school year, divided by the number of school days actually taught
in the school during that period of time.

“Local School Board” means a board of directors exercising the control and
management of a public school district. In addition, for the purposes of these
regulations, a local school board refers to the board of directors of the school
district where the public charter school will be physically located.

“pyublic school district in which enroliment is likely to be affected” is defined as
the school districts in the geographical area surrounding the proposed open-
enrollment public charter school from which students are likely to be drawn
across district lines for enrollment in the public charter school. '

ADE 283-1



14.60

Agency # 005.15
13.01.05 socioeconomic data on students’ families;

13.01.06 parent satisfaction with the school;

13.01.07 student satisfaction with the schools;

13.01.08 on-site monitoring of the facility; and

13.01.09 other terms of the school’s charter.

The State Board of Education may require the charter holder to appear before the
State Board to discuss the results of the evaluation and to present further
information to the State Board as the Department or State Board deems
necessary.

As a condition of its charter, each public charter school is required to provide an
annual report to parents, the community and the State Board that details its

progress in meeting its academic performance objectives.

Each public charter school shall participate in the Arkansas Public School
Computer Network reporting requirements.

Each public charter school shall provide to the Department of Education the same
data required of other public schools, unless such data requirement is waived by
the terms of the charter.

Basis and Procedure for Public Charter Modification, or Charter School Probation,
Revocation, or Denial of Renewal.

14.01

14.02

14.03

14.04

The State Board may modify the charter of a public charter school or it may place
a public charter school on probation or revoke its charter or deny renewal of its
charter at any time the State Board deems it necessary.

The State Board shall notify the chief operating officer of the public charter
school of the alleged violation of the school’s charter or of the offense in
question. The notice shall include the State Board’s proposed action. The notice
shall be delivered by certified mail to the chief operating officer of the public
charter school.

The chief operating officer of the public charter school, on behalf of the charter
school, may request, in writing, a hearing before the State Board.

The State Board shall hold a hearing, if requested, within forty-five (45) calendar
days of receipt of the hearing request.

ADE 283-13
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14.06

Agency # 005.15
The hearing shall be held at the location of the regular or special meeting of the
State Board of Education.

14.05.01 Notice of the hearing shall be provided to the superintendent and the
president of the local school board of the school district where the
conversion public charter school is located or to the chief operating
officer of the open-enrollment public charter school.

14.05.02 The hearing shall be open to the public.

The decision of the State Board shall be final.

15.00 Empact on Desegregation Efforis

16.0

15.01

15.02

The applicant petitioners for each application for a proposed public charter school
must include a written evaluation describing the potential impact on the efforts of
a public school district or districts to comply with court orders and statutory
obligations to create and maintain a unitary system of desegregated public
schools.

The tocal board shall also prepare a written evaluation of the potential impact the
proposed public charter school will have on the efforts of the public school
district or districts to comply with court orders and statutory obligations to create
and maintain a unitary system of descgregated public schools. This evaluation
shall be forwarded to the State Board.

15.03 Technical assistance in this review may be provided by the Department of

15.04

Education’s section on Accountability and its unit on Desegregation Monitoring,

The State Board of Education shall not approve any public charter school which
hampers, delays, or in any manner negatively affects the desegregation efforts of a
public school district or districts in this state.

Renewal of Charters

16.01

16.02

Each open-enrollment public charter schools and conversion public charter school
must apply for renewal of its charter prior to expiration on a form prescribed by
the Charter School Office, by a deadline set by the Charter School Office.

A charter may be renewed by the State Board of Education for up to a five (5)
year period. The State Board may decide not to renew a charter or to rerew a
charter for a period less than five years.

17.0  Assets of School as Property of State

ADE 283-14
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- Mr. Jeremy Lasiter, General Counsel * NOV 212008
Arkansas Department of Education

Four Capitol Mall CHARTER SCHOOL OFFICE
Litile Rock, Arkansas 72201-1019

Dear Mr. Lasiter:

| am in receipt of your letter advising me that | am directed to appeer before the State Board of Education at
its December 8, 2008 mesting as a result of outstanding debt Dreamiand owes.

| have met with consultants, both legal and financial, and have bean advised by them to schedule meetings
~with the following agencies (1) the Arkansas Teachers Retirement Service, (2) Department of Finance
Administration, and (3) the Internal Revenue Service. The purpose of the meetings is o oblain a clearer
and more concise picture of the Dreamiand debt and the existing optichs available {o retire the debt within
~ this academic school year. We are concerned about appearing before the State Board of Education without
having a complete picfure of our debt responsibilities and without a comprehensive plan 1o retire the debt
that takes into consideration the options available to us.

Following their advice, | scheduled meeting with the Arkansas Teachers Retirement Service on November
20, 2008 at 10:00; we met with Melinda Looney who advised us to submit a plan to her by November 24,
2008 for considerafion at the December 4, 2008 ATRS Board of Directors Meeting. Additionally, |

scheduled a mesting with Mr. John Tics, representative for the Department of Finance Administration on

Monday, November 24, 2008 at 8:00 am, and we have a scheduled appointment wqth the intemal Revenue
Service on November 25, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.

At the conclusion of these meetings and as a result of the information we leam at the same, we will have a
comprehensive and clearer picture of the Dreamland debt load and, as a result, a stronger and clearer
picture of aur options going further.

Because we sirongly believe Arkansas needs a school like Dreamland Academy, one that serves students
with extreme academic and behavioral needs, we want the opportunity to save the schooi if at all possible,
Additionally because we are approaching the holiday season, & number of the offices we need 1o access
may not be open as a result. Therefore, | am requesting that you grant us the time we need to complete




Letter to Mr. Lasiter, General Counsel
Arkansas Department of Education
November 20, 2008

Page Two

these scheduled mestings and then review our optians with financial experts to assist us in develaping a
- comprehensive deficit reduction plan. Additionally, we are appsaling fo foundations and advocates for
charter schools to assist us with financial support to help retire ihe debt load prior to the end of the
academic year. We believe given the courtesy of additional time, we can be ready by the January, 2009
SBE meeting.

As a result, | am requesting that you hold us over for the January SBE meeting as opposed to the
December one to give us the time required to be prepared before addressing the SBE so that we can
addrass the State Board of Education with a comprehensive plan. Please advise.

Sincerely,

Carolyn J. Carler, Director

Cc:  State Board of Education
T. Kenneth James, Ed.D, Commissioner of Education
Dr. Diana Julian, Deputy Commissicner of Education
State Board Office |
Mr. Bill Goff, Assistant Commissioner-Fiscal and Administrative Services
Dr. Mary Brown, Program Director, Charter Schools
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Commissioner
State Board Dr. Carolyn Carter, Director
::;j“:::::n Dreamland Academy of Performing and Communication Arts
Bentonville 5615 Geyer Springs Rd.
ghar Little Rock, Arkansas 72209
Dr. Nacecaman Williams
Springdale
Vica Ghalr Dear Dr. Carter:
Sherry Burrow
Jonesharo .
dim Gooper I am in receipt of your letter dated November 20, 2008. The Arkansas Department of
Brenda Gullett Education (Department) staff certainly understands and appreciates your efforts to
Fayetteville gain a better understanding of Dreamland Academy’s financial condition. However,
SE'LT:;H‘:;?;';‘" due to the Department staff’s present understanding of Dreamland Academy’s current
Allce Mahony financial condition, it is absolutely necessary to bring this matter to the attention of
El Dorado the Arkansas State Board of Education (State Board) without delay.
% Ginton
Diane Tatum Under the schedule set forth in my letter of November 19, 2008, you should notify
Pine Bluf my office by Monday, November 24 if Dreamland Academy requests a hearing
before the State Board. No further information is required on that date. Any written
materials Dreamland Academy wishes to present to the State Board are not due until
December 1, 2008. If between December 1 and December 8, Dreamland Academy
uncovers additional information that may be relevant to the State Board’s
determination of this matter, you may request the opportunity to provide such
information to the Board during your presentation on December 8.
I assure you that the expedited review of this matter is not intended to present an
unnecessary hardship for Dreamland Academy, and Department staff stands ready to
assist you in your efforts. However, as noted above, the information currently
possessed by the Department’s staff requires immediate consideration by the State
Board.
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CHARTER SCHOOL OFF
cC! State Board of Education
T. Kenneth James, Ed.D., Commissioner of Education
Dr. Diana Julian, Deputy Commissioner of Education
State Board Office
Four Capitol Mall Mr. Bill Goff, Assistant Commiss@oner — Fiscal and Administrative Services .
u??zﬁ?ﬁké 1A9R Dr. Mary Ann Brown, Program Director, Charter Schools
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