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NAEHCY 

�  Na,onal	membership	associa,on	dedicated	to	
educa,onal	excellence	for	children	and	youth	
experiencing	homelessness,	from	early	childhood	
through	higher	educa,on.	
   Local	Youth	Task	Forces,	State	Higher	Ed	Networks,	Early	
Childhood	CommiIee	

�  Technical	assistance	on	policy	implementa,on.	
�  Bringing	your	voices	to	Congress	and	state	
legislatures.	

�  Youth	leadership	and	support.	
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Overview 
� Context	and	data	
� State	Coordinators	and	Liaisons	
� Eligibility	and	iden,fica,on	
� School	of	origin	
�  Immediate	enrollment	
� Disputes	
� Title	I	
� Higher	educa,on	
� Foster	Care	 3	



Causes of Homelessness 

�  Lack	of	affordable	housing.	
�  Poverty.	

   Increase	in	low	v.	middle	wage	employment.	
�  Health	problems.	

   Lack	of	health	insurance.	
   Addic,on	disorders,	Mental	health.	

�  Domes,c	violence.	
�  Natural	and	other	disasters.	
�  Abuse/neglect/family	dysfunc,on	(unaccompanied	
youth).	
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How many students experience 
homelessness? 

�  Public	schools	iden,fied	1.3	million	McKinney-Vento	
students	in	the	2013–14	school	year.	

  7%	increase	na,onally	over	previous	year.	
  A	100%	increase	since	2007.	
  13%	of	all	poor,	school-age	children	and	youth.	
  30%	of	all	extremely	poor,	school-age	children	and	
youth.	

�  11,180	in	Arkansas	in	2013-2014;	17	%	increase	over	
past	three	years	
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Young Children and Homelessness 

�  51%	of	all	children	in	HUD	homeless	shelters	are	
under	the	age	of	6.	

�  The	age	at	which	a	person	is	most	likely	to	stay	in	
a	homeless	shelter	in	the	United	States	is	infancy	
(under	age	1).	

� Nearly	50,000	homeless	children	ages	3-5	were	
enrolled	in	public	preK	programs	in	2013-2014;	
only	3.6%	of	all	students	iden,fied	as	homeless	
by	public	schools.	
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 Impacts of Homelessness 
on Children and Youth 

�  Higher	incidences	of	acute	and	chronic	illnesses,	
depression	and	anxiety.	

�  Homelessness	in	early	childhood	is	associated	with	
poor	classroom	engagement	and	poor	social	skills	
in	early	elementary	school.		

�  The	achievement	gaps	between	homeless	and	low-
income	elementary	students	tend	to	persist,	and	
may	even	worsen,	over	,me.	

�  A	youth	who	experiences	homelessness	is	87%	
more	likely	to	drop	out	of	school.	
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Barriers to Education for 
Homeless Children and Youth 

�  Poor	health,	fa,gue,	hunger.	
�  Emo,onal	trauma,	depression,	anxiety.	
�  Stereotypes	and	lack	of	awareness.	
�  Under-iden,fica,on.	
�  High	mobility	resul,ng	in	lack	of	school	stability	and	
educa,onal	con,nuity.	

�  Enrollment	requirements	(school	records,	health	
records,	proof	of	residence,	guardianship).	

�  Lack	of	transporta,on.	
�  Lack	of	school	supplies,	clothing,	etc.	
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www.gradnation.org/homeless 
By Civic Enterprises and Hart Research Associates  







Hidden in Plain Sight: Youth Voices 

�  42%	say	they	dropped	out	of	school	at	least	once;	
60%	say	it	was	hard	to	stay	in	school	while	they	were	
homeless.	

�  67%	say	they	were	uncomfortable	talking	with	
people	at	their	school	about	their	housing	situa,on	
and	related	challenges.	

�  Half	say	they	had	to	change	schools	during	their	
homelessness,	and	many	did	so	mul,ple	,mes.	62%	
of	them	say	the	process	was	difficult	to	navigate.	

�  61%	say	they	were	never	connected	with	any	
outside	organiza,on	while	homeless;	87%	of	those	
who	were	connected	found	the	help	valuable.	





Hidden in Plain Sight: Liaison Voices 

•  Over 90% of liaisons report that they work in 
another official capacity; 89% say they spend just 
half of their time or less on their responsibilities as 
liaisons. 

•  One-third of liaisons (34 percent) reported that 
they are the only person within their school district 
who receives training to help identify and 
intervene with homeless youth and families.  

•  88% of liaisons say they believe the young people 
they work with can graduate from high school 
college- and career-ready if given the right 
supports. 

 







The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 
�  Signed	by	the	President	on	December	10,	2015.	
�  Amends	McKinney-Vento,	Title	I,	and	other	
programs	of	the	Elementary	and	Secondary	
Educa,on	Act.	

� McKinney-Vento	provisions	take	effect	October	1,	
2016.	
   “Awai,ng	foster	care	placement”	is	removed	December	10,	
2017	in	AR,	DE,	and	NV	(2016	in	other	states)	

�  Title	I	foster	care	provisions	take	effect	on	December	
10,	2016	

�  Title	I	homeless	provisions	take	effect	for	the	
2017-18	school	year.	
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US Department of Education (ED) 

�  ED	has	the	authority	to	issue	regula,ons	on	some	
parts	of	ESSA,	including	Title	I.	

�  The	regula,ons	interpret	gray	areas	of	the	statute	
and	fill	gaps.	

�  Regula,ons	cannot	conflict	with	the	statute.	

�  ED	must	publish	its	proposed	regula,ons	and	
consider	public	comments.	

�  Once	they	are	promulgated	and	published	in	their	
final	form,	they	have	the	force	of	law.	
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US Department of Education (ED) 

�  ED	also	has	the	authority	to	issue	non-regulatory	
guidance	on	ESSA.	

�  ED	issued	guidance	on	Title	I	foster	care	provisions	on	
June	23,	2016.	

� We	expect	such	guidance	on	McKinney-Vento	very	
soon	(July	or	August	2016).	

�  Guidance	does	not	have	the	force	of	law,	but	it	
indicates	ED’s	interpreta,on	of	the	statute.	
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ED’s Proposed Title I Regulations 

�  Published	May	31,	2016	in	the	Federal	Register.	
   NAEHCY’s	preliminary	analysis	and	a	template	for	
subminng	comments	are	available	at	
hIp://naehcy.org/legisla,on-and-policy/legisla,ve-
updates/drap-essa-regula,ons-published	

�  Comments	are	due	August	1,	2016.	

�  Comments	should	be	submiIed	via:	 	
hIps://www.regula,ons.gov/#!
documentDetail;D=ED-2016-OESE-0032-0001		
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McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act 

� Originally	passed	in	1987.	
� Reauthorized	in	2015	by	the	Every	Student	
Succeeds	Act	(ESSA).	
  Amendments	take	effect	October	1,	2016.	

� Works	hand-in-hand	with	Title	IA	and	other	
federal	educa,on	programs.	

�  $85	million	authorized	funding	to	SEAs.	
   Largest	percentage	increase	of	all	federal	
educa,on	programs.	

   SEAs	award	compe,,ve	subgrants	to	LEAs.	
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McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act 

� Main	themes:	
   Iden,fica,on.	
   School	stability.	
   School	enrollment.	
   Support	for	academic	success.	
  Child-centered,	best	interest	decision	making.	
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McKinney-Vento Implementers: 
State Coordinators 

�  Every	state	must	designate	a	State	Coordinator	who	
can	sufficiently	carry	out	their	du,es.	

�  State	coordinators	must:		
�  Conduct	monitoring	of	local	educa,onal	agencies	
(LEAs).	

�  Post	on	the	SEA	website,	and	annually	update,	a	
list	of	liaisons’	contact	informa,on	and	du,es,	and	
data	on	student	homelessness.	

�  Respond	to	inquiries	from	homeless	parents	and	
unaccompanied	youth	to	ensure	they	receive	the	
full	protec,ons	of	the	law.	
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State Coordinators (cont.) 

State	coordinators	must:		
  Develop	and	implement	professional	development	
programs	for	liaisons	and	other	LEA	personnel	to	
improve	their	iden,fica,on	of	McKinney-Vento	
children	and	youth	and	heighten	their	awareness	
of,	and	capacity	to	respond	to,	specific	needs	in	
those	children’s	and	youths’	educa,on.		

   Such	training	must	include	informa,on	on	certain	
specified	federal	defini,ons	of	homelessness.	
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McKinney-Vento Implementers: 
Local Liaisons 

�  Every	LEA	must	designate	a	McKinney-Vento	liaison	
able	to	carry	out	his/her	legal	du,es.	11432(g)(6)	

�  Liaisons	must	ensure	that—	
  McKinney-Vento	students	enroll	in	and	have	full	and	
equal	opportunity	to	succeed	in	school.	

  Children	and	youth	in	homeless	situa,ons	are	
iden,fied	by	school	personnel	through	outreach	and	
coordina,on	with	other	en,,es	and	agencies.	

  Public	no,ce	of	MV	rights	is	disseminated	in	
loca,ons	frequented	by	parents,	guardians,	and	
unaccompanied	youth,	in	a	manner	and	form	
understandable	to	them.	
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons (cont.) 

�  Liaisons	must	ensure	that	(cont.)—	
   School	personnel	providing	McKinney-Vento	
services	receive	professional	development	and	
other	support.	

  Children,	youth	and	families	have	access	to	and	
receive	educa,onal	services	for	which	they	are	
eligible,	including	Head	Start,	early	interven,on	
(IDEA	Part	C)	and	other	preschool	programs.	

  Children,	youth	and	families	receive	referrals	to	
health	care,	dental,	mental	health,	substance	
abuse,	housing	and	other	services.	
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McKinney-Vento Liaisons (cont.) 

�  Liaisons	must	ensure	that	(cont.)—	
  Disputes	are	resolved	and	assistance	to	access	
transporta,on	is	provided.	

  Unaccompanied	youth	are	enrolled	in	school	and	
that	procedures	are	implemented	to	iden,fy	and	
remove	barriers	that	prevent	them	from	receiving	
credit	for	full	or	par,al	coursework	sa,sfactorily	
completed	at	a	prior	school,	in	accordance	with	
State,	local,	and	school	policies.	

�  Liaisons	must	par,cipate	in	professional	
development	and	technical	assistance	as	determined	
appropriate	by	the	State	Coordinator.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(1)(F)(ii)	
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Eligibility—Who is Covered? 

�  Children	who	lack	a	fixed,	regular,	and	adequate	
nigh;me	residence—	 	11434a(2)	
   Sharing	the	housing	of	others	due	to	loss	of	
housing,	economic	hardship,	or	similar	reason.	
	[75%	of	iden,fied	MV	students	in	2013–14]	
   Living	in	motels,	hotels,	trailer	parks,	camping	
grounds	due	to	lack	of	adequate	alterna,ve	
accommoda,ons.	
	[Motels:	6%	of	iden,fied	MV	students	in	2013–14]	
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�  Children	who	lack	a	fixed,	regular,	and	adequate	
nigh;me	residence—	

   Living	in	emergency	or	transi,onal	shelters.	
	[15%	of	iden,fied	MV	students	in	2013–14]	
   Living	in	a	public	or	private	place	not	designed	for	
humans	to	live.	

   Living	in	cars,	parks,	abandoned	buildings,	
substandard	housing,	bus	or	train	sta,ons,	or	
similar	senngs.	

  Migratory	children	living	in	above	circumstances.	
  Awai,ng	foster	care	placement	(un,l	12/10/17).	

Eligibility (cont.) 
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�  Shelters	do	not	exist	in	many	suburban	and	rural	
areas,	and	open	are	full	where	they	do	exist.	

�  Eligibility	condi,ons	of	shelters	some,mes	exclude	
families	with	boys	over	the	age	of	12,	or	
unaccompanied	minors.	

�  Youth	on	their	own	fear	adult	shelters	and	have	no	
safe	living	op,ons	in	many	communi,es.	

�  Shelters	open	have	30,	60,	or	90	day	,me	limits.	
� Motels	may	not	be	available,	or	may	be	too	
expensive	or	unsafe.	

�  Families/youth	may	be	unaware	of	alterna,ves,	
fleeing	in	crisis.	

Eligibility: Context for the Definition 
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Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
�  Defini,on:	child	or	youth	who	meets	the	McKinney-
Vento	defini,on	and	is	not	in	the	physical	custody	of	
a	parent	or	guardian.		11434a(6)	
  Many	youth	become	separated	from	parents	due	to	lack	of	
space	in	living	situa,ons	or	shelter	policies.	

  Many	flee	abuse:	20-50%	sexual;	40-60%	physical.	
  Many	flee	family	dysfunc,on:	Over	2/3	Hotline	callers	
report	at	least	one	parent	abuses	drugs	or	alcohol.	

   Roughly	1/3	homeless	youth	iden,fy	as	LGBTQ	(compared	
to	3–5%	of	the	overall	popula,on).	

   10%	of	currently	homeless	female	teens	are	pregnant.	
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�  Case-by-case	determina,on.	
�  Get	as	much	informa,on	as	possible	(with	sensi,vity	
and	discre,on).	

�  Look	at	the	MV	defini,on	(specific	examples	in	the	
defini,on	first,	then	overall	defini,on).	

�  Considera,ons	for	families/youth	who	are	staying	
with	other	people:	

  Where	would	you	go	if	you	couldn’t	stay	here?	
  What	led	you	to	move	in	to	this	situa,on?	

�  NCHE’s	Determining	Eligibility	brief	is	available	at	
hIp://www.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/det_elig.pdf		

Determining Eligibility 
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� What	does	the	McKinney-Vento	Act	provide?	
  School	Stability.	
  Enrollment.	
  Support	for	Academic	Success.	

Now that We Know Who 
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School Stability 

Each	LEA	shall,	according	to	each	child’s	or	youth’s	
best	interest:	

�  Con,nue	the	student’s	educa,on	in	the	school	of	
origin	for	the	dura,on	of	homelessness,	and	un,l	
the	end	of	the	academic	year	in	which	the	student	
becomes	permanently	housed;	OR	

�  Enroll	in	any	public	school	that	housed	students	
living	where	the	student	is	living	are	eligible	to	
aIend.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(A)	
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School Stability (cont.) 

�  Applies	when	students	lose	housing	during	the	year	
or	during	the	summer.			 	11432(g)(3)(A)(i)(I)	

�  School	of	origin:	
   School	aIended	when	permanently	housed	or	school	
in	which	last	enrolled,	including	a	preschool.	

   The	designated	receiving	school	at	the	next	grade	level	
for	feeder	school	paIerns,	when	the	student	
completes	the	final	grade	level	served	by	the	school	of	
origin. 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(I)	
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School Stability (cont.) 

In	determining	best	interest,	the	LEA	shall:	
�  Presume	that	keeping	the	student	in	the	school	of	origin	
is	in	the	student’s	best	interest.	
   Unless	contrary	to	the	request	of	the	parent,	guardian,	or	
unaccompanied	youth.	

�  Consider	student-centered	factors,	including	the	impact	
of	mobility	on	achievement,	educa,on,	health,	and	
safety.	

�  Give	priority	to	the	parent’s/guardian’s	request.	
�  Give	priority	to	the	youth’s	request	(in	the	case	of	an	
unaccompanied	youth).	 	11432(g)(3)(B)(i)-(ii)	
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School Stability (cont.) 

If	the	LEA	determines	that	it	is	not	in	the	student’s	
best	interest	to	aIend	the	school	of	origin	or	the	
school	requested	by	the	parent,	guardian	or	youth,	
the	LEA	must	provide	a	wriIen	explana,on	of	the	
reasons	for	its	determina,on,	in	a	manner	and	form	
understandable	to	such	parent,	guardian,	or	
unaccompanied	youth,	including	informa,on	
regarding	the	right	to	appeal. 	 	 		

	11432(g)(3)(B)(iii)	
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Transportation 

1. 	LEAs	must	provide	transporta,on	to	and	from	the	
school	of	origin,	including	un,l	the	end	of	the	year	when	
the	student	obtains	permanent	housing,	at	a	parent’s	or	
guardian’s	request	(or	at	the	liaison’s	request	for	
unaccompanied	youth).	

   If	staying	in	the	same	LEA,	that	LEA	must	provide	or	
arrange	transporta,on	to	the	school	of	origin.	

   If	crossing	LEA	lines,	both	LEAs	must	determine	how	to	
divide	the	responsibility	and	share	the	cost,	or	they	
must	share	the	cost	equally.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(1)(J)(iii)	
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Transportation—Key Provisions 

2. 	LEAs	also	must	provide	students	in	homeless	
situa,ons	with	transporta,on	services	comparable	
to	those	provided	to	other	students. 	 	
	 	 	11432(g)(4)(A)	

3. 	LEAs	must	eliminate	barriers	to	the	iden,fica,on,	
enrollment	and	reten,on	of	students	experiencing	
homelessness	(including	transporta,on	barriers).
	11432(g)(1)(I)	
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School Enrollment 

When	remaining	in	the	school	of	origin	is	not	in	the	student’s	
best	interest	or	what	the	parent,	guardian	or	youth	requests:	

	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(C)(i)	

�  McKinney-Vento	students	are	en,tled	to	immediate	
enrollment	in	any	public	school	that	students	living	in	the	
same	aIendance	area	are	eligible	to	aIend;	even	if:	

   Students	do	not	have	required	documents,	such	as	school	
records,	records	of	immuniza,on	and	other	required	
health	records,	proof	of	residency,	guardianship,	or	other	
documents;	or	

   Students	have	missed	applica,on	or	enrollment	deadlines	
during	any	period	of	homelessness.	
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Enrollment (cont.) 

�  The	terms	“enroll”	and	“enrollment”	include	
aIending	classes	and	par,cipa,ng	fully	in	school	
ac,vi,es.	 	 	 	 	11434a(1)	

�  SEAs	and	LEAs	must	develop,	review,	and	revise	
policies	to	remove	barriers	to	the	iden,fica,on,	
enrollment	and	reten,on	of	children	and	youth	in	
homeless	situa,ons,	including	barriers	due	to	
outstanding	fees	or	fines,	or	absences.	 	 		

	11432(g)(1)(I)	
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Enrollment (cont.) 

�  If	a	student	does	not	have	immuniza,ons,	or	
immuniza,on	or	other	health	records	or	screenings,	
the	liaison	must	immediately	assist	in	obtaining	
them;	the	student	must	be	enrolled	in	the	interim.	

	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(C)(iii)	
�  Enrolling	schools	must	obtain	school	records	from	
the	previous	school,	and	students	must	be	enrolled	in	
school	while	records	are	obtained.	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(C)(ii)	

�  Schools	must	maintain	McKinney-Vento	students’	records	
so	they	are	available	quickly.						11432(g)(3)(D)		
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Immediate Enrollment— Strategies 

�  Request	all	records	from	the	previous	school	
immediately,	including	immuniza,on	records.	
   Parental	signature	is	not	required	for	transfer	students.	
   The	vast	majority	of	students	have	been	enrolled	in	school	
before	and	have	received	immuniza,ons.	

�  Speak	with	parents	and	youth	about	the	classes	the	
student	was	in,	previous	coursework	and	special	
needs.	

�  Call	the	counselor,	teachers	or	principal	at	the	
previous	school	for	informa,on.	

�  Ensure	enrollment	staff	on	every	campus	are	aware	of	
the	law	and	procedures.	
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Enrollment of Unaccompanied Youth 

�  Immediate	enrollment	applies,	even	without	parent	
or	guardian.	 	 	 	11432(g)(1)(H)(iv)	
   Youth	self-enrollment;	Caregiver	forms	

�  Liaisons	must	help	unaccompanied	youth	choose	
and	enroll	in	a	school,	give	priority	to	the	youth’s	
wishes,	and	inform	the	youth	of	his	or	her	appeal	
rights.	 	 	 	11432(G)(3)(B)(iv)	

�  School	personnel	(administrators,	teachers,	
aIendance	officers,	enrollment	personnel)	must	be	
made	aware	of	the	specific	needs	of	runaway	and	
homeless	youth.	 	 	11432(g)(1)(D)	
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Enrollment in Preschool 

�  State	McKinney-Vento	plans	must	describe	
procedures	that	ensure	that	homeless	children	
have	access	to	public	preschool	programs	
administered	by	the	SEA	or	LEAs.	 	 	 	

	 	 	11432(g)(1)(F)(i)	
�  Preschools	are	included	in	the	school	of	origin	
defini,on.	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(I)	

�  Liaisons	must	ensure	access	to	Head	Start,	early	
interven,on	(IDEA	Part	C),	and	other	preschool	
programs	administered	by	the	LEA.	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(6)(A)(iii)	
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Preschool Enrollment— Strategies 

�  Facilitate	enrollment:	include	homelessness	in	needs	
assessments	and	priori,es;	put	McKinney-Vento	families	at	
the	top	of	wai,ng	lists;	provide	enrollment	forms	on-site	at	
shelters	and	motels.	

�  Expedite	records	by	working	together:	joint	release	forms;	
share	records	within	a	family.	

�  Develop	joint/streamlined	procedures	and	forms:	joint	intake	
forms;	provide	uninterrupted	services	as	children	move.	

�  Work	with	families	and	providers	to	meet	school	of	origin	
and	comparable	transporta,on	requirements	appropriately	
for	young	children.	

�  Cross-train	preschool,	school,	and	service	providers.	
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Dispute Resolution 
If	a	dispute	arises	over	eligibility,	school	selec,on	or	enrollment	
in	a	school: 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(E)		

�  The	student	shall	be	immediately	enrolled	in	the	school	in	
which	enrollment	is	sought,	pending	resolu,on	of	the	dispute	
(including	all	available	appeals).	

�  The	parent,	guardian	or	unaccompanied	youth	must	be	
provided	a	wriIen	explana,on	of	decisions	made	by	the	
school,	LEA	or	SEA,	and	how	to	appeal	them.	

�  The	parent,	guardian	or	youth	must	be	referred	to	the	liaison,	
who	must	carry	out	the	dispute	resolu,on	process	as	
expedi,ously	as	possible.	

�  The	liaison	shall	ensure	unaccompanied	youth	are	
immediately	enrolled	pending	resolu,on	of	the	dispute.	
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Avoiding Disputes 

�  Designate	and	train	appropriate	liaisons	and	school-based	
contacts.	 	 	11432(g)(1)(J)(ii),	(iv);	11432(g)(6)(A)(ix)	

�  Rec,fy	concerns	raised	during	monitoring.	

   States	are	now	required	to	monitor	LEAs.			11432(f)(5)	

�  Develop	and	implement	good	local	policies	on	iden,fica,on,	
enrollment,	reten,on;	barriers	due	to	fees,	fines,	and	
absences;	credit	accrual;	full	par,cipa,on	in	academic	and	
extra-curricular	ac,vi,es;	enrollment	of	unaccompanied	
youth;	school	stability;	transporta,on;	privacy;	inter-district	
collabora,on.	
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Support for Academic Success: 
Participation and Credit Accrual 

�  States	must	have	procedures	to	eliminate	barriers	to	
academic	and	extracurricular	ac,vi,es,	including	magnet	
school,	summer	school,	career	and	technical	educa,on,	
advanced	placement,	online	learning,	and	charter	school	
programs.	11432(g)(1)(F)(iii)	

�  States	must	have	procedures	to	iden,fy	and	remove	
barriers	that	prevent	youth	from	receiving	appropriate	
credit	for	full	or	par,al	coursework	sa,sfactorily	
completed	while	aIending	a	prior	school,	in	accordance	
with	State,	local,	and	school	policies. 	 	 		

	11432(g)(1)(F)(ii)	
   Liaisons	must	implement	those	procedures.	
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Support for Academic Success: 

Transitioning to Higher Education 

�  All	McKinney-Vento	youth	must	be	able	to	receive	
assistance	from	counselors	to	advise	such	youths,	
and	prepare	and	improve	the	readiness	of	such	
youths	for	college.	11432(g)(1)(K)	

�  Liaisons	must	ensure	unaccompanied	youth	are	
informed	of	their	status	as	independent	students	
and	may	obtain	assistance	from	the	liaison	to	receive	
verifica,on	of	that	status.	11432(g)(6)(A)(x)(III)	
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Support for Academic Success: 
Coordination with Other Laws/Programs 
�  LEAs	must	coordinate	McKinney-Vento	and	special	
educa,on	services	within	the	LEA,	and	with	other	
involved	LEAs.			 	11432(g)(5)(D)	

�  Informa,on	about	a	McKinney-Vento	student’s	living	
situa,on	is	a	student	educa,on	record	subject	to	
FERPA.	 	 	 	 	11432(g)(3)(G)	

�  Local	liaisons	are	authorized	to	affirm	that	students	
meet	the	Department	of	Housing	and	Urban	
Development	(HUD)	defini,on	of	homelessness,	to	
qualify	them	for	HUD	homeless	assistance	programs.	

	11432(g)(6)(D)	
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Support for Academic Success: 
National School Lunch Act 

� McKinney-Vento	students	are	automa,cally	eligible	
for	free	school	meals.	

�  USDA	policy	permits	liaisons	and	shelter	directors	to	
obtain	free	school	meals	for	students	immediately	
by	providing	a	list	of	names	of	students	experiencing	
homelessness	with	effec,ve	dates.	

�  hIp://www.naehcy.org/educa,onal-resources/food	
�  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/
nutri,on.pdf	
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Charter Schools 

� States	receiving	charter	school	grants	under	
Title	IV	Part	C	(star,ng	2017-18	school	year)	
must	work	with	charter	schools	on	
recruitment	and	enrollment	prac,ces	to	
promote	inclusion	of	all	students,	including	by	
elimina,ng	any	barriers	to	enrollment	for	
foster	youth	and	unaccompanied	homeless	
youth.	
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Support for Success: Title IA 

�  Amendments	take	effect	2017-18	school	year.	
� McKinney-Vento	students	aIending	any	school	in	
the	LEA	are	automa,cally	eligible	for	Title	IA	
services.		 	 	 	 	20	USC	6315(c)(2)(E)	

�  State	report	cards	must	disaggregate	achievement	
and	high	school	gradua,on	data	for	McKinney-Vento	
students.	 	20	USC	6311(h)(1)(C)	

�  Local	plans	must:	 	 	 	20	USC	6312(a)(1);	(b)(6)	

   Be	coordinated	with	McKinney-Vento	programs.	
   Describe	the	services	provided	to	McKinney-Vento	students,	including	
with	reserved	funds,	to	support	their	enrollment,	aIendance	and	
success.	
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Title IA: Reservation of Funds 

�  All	LEAs	that	receive	Title	IA	funds	must	reserve	(set	
aside)	the	funds	necessary	to	provide	homeless	
children	services	comparable	to	services	provided	in	
Title	IA	schools.		20	USC	6313(c)(3)	
   Amount	must	be	based	on	the	total	LEA	alloca,on	prior	
to	expenditures	or	transfers.	

   Amount	may	be	determined	based	on	a	needs	
assessment	and	should	involve	the	liaison.	

   Amount	must	be	sufficient	to	provide	comparable	
services	to	homeless	students,	regardless	of	other	
services	provided	with	reserved	funds.	
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Title IA Reservation (cont.) 

�  Funds	may	be	used: 	 	20	USC	6313(c)(3)	
�  For	homeless	children	and	youth	aIending	any	
school	in	the	LEA.	

�  For	services	not	ordinarily	provided	to	other	
students.	

�  To	fund	the	McKinney-Vento	liaison.	
�  To	provide	transporta,on	to	the	school	of	origin.	
�  For	educa,onally	related	support	services,	
including	preK.	
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Title IA Reservation (cont.) 

�  USED	Examples	of	Uses	of	Title	IA	funds:	
   Clothing,	par,cularly	if	necessary	for	dress	code	or	physical	
educa,on	classes.	

   Fees	to	par,cipate	in	the	general	ed	program.	
   School	supplies	
   Birth	cer,ficates	necessary	to	enroll	in	school	
   Food	(in	connec,on	with	educa,onal	programming)	
  Medical	and	dental	services,	immuniza,ons,	glasses,	
hearing	aids	

   Counseling	services		
   Outreach	services		
   Extended	learning	,me;	Tutoring	services	
   Fees	for	AP,	IB,	GED	tes,ng	
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Title IA Reservation (cont.) 

� USED’s	guiding	principles	for	using	Title	IA	
funds	
   Services	must	be	reasonable	and	necessary	to	
enable	homeless	students	to	take	advantage	of	
educa,onal	opportuni,es.	

   Funds	must	be	used	as	a	last	resort	when	services	
are	not	reasonably	available	from	another	public	
or	private	source.	
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Higher Education Act: 
The FAFSA and Homeless Students 

�  Youth	who	meet	the	defini,on	of	“independent	
student”	can	complete	the	FAFSA	without	parental	
income	informa,on	or	signature.	

�  Unaccompanied	youth	are	automa,cally	considered	
independent	students.	
   Must	be	determined	to	be	unaccompanied	and	homeless	
aper	July	1	of	the	prior	year.	

�  Youth	who	are	unaccompanied,	at	risk	of	homelessness,	
and	self-suppor,ng	are	also	automa,cally	considered	
independent	students.	
   Must	be	determined	as	such	during	the	school	year	in	which	
the	applica,on	is	submiIed.	
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The FAFSA (cont.) 

�  Determina,on	must	be	made	by:	
   a	McKinney-Vento	Act	school	district	liaison,	
   a	HUD	homeless	assistance	program	director	or	their	
designee,	

   a	Runaway	and	Homeless	Youth	Act	program	director	or	
their	designee,	or	

   a	financial	aid	administrator.	

�  Youth	who	have	been	in	foster	care	at	any	,me	aper	
age	13	are	also	automa,cally	independent.	

�  More	info	and	sample	leIers	are	available	at:	
hIp://www.naehcy.org/educa,onal-resources/higher-ed		
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Title I Part A Amendments:  
Foster Care – the Short Version  

�  Creates	new	Title	I,	Part	A	assurances	that	will	
provide	ALL	children	in	any	stage	of	foster	care	
proceedings	with	protec,ons	similar	to	McKinney-
Vento	(but	not	through	MV).	

�  LEAs	are	not	required	to	provide	school	of	origin	
transporta,on,	if	there	are	addi,onal	costs,	unless	
they	are	reimbursed	by	the	child	welfare	agency	or	
agree	to	provide	it.	

�  Removes	awai,ng	foster	care	placement	from	the	
McKinney-Vento	Act	one	year	aper	enactment	(two	
years	for	AR,	DE,	NV).	
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Non-Regulatory Guidance: 
Definition of “child in foster care” 

�  “24-hour	subs,tute	care	for	children	placed	away	from	
their	parents	or	guardians	and	for	whom	the	child	
welfare	agency	has	placement	and	care	responsibility.	
This	includes,	but	is	not	limited	to,	placements	in	
foster	family	homes,	foster	homes	of	rela,ves,	group	
homes,	emergency	shelters,	residen,al	facili,es,	child	
care	ins,tu,ons,	and	preadop,ve	homes.	A	child	is	in	
foster	care	in	accordance	with	this	defini,on	
regardless	of	whether	the	foster	care	facility	is	licensed	
and	payments	are	made	by	the	State,	Tribal	or	local	
agency	for	the	care	of	the	child….”	(q.	1)	
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Title I Part A Amendments:  
Foster Care – State Title I Plans (1) 

State	Title	I	Plans	must	describe	the	steps	the	SEA	will	
take	to	ensure	collabora,on	with	the	State	child	
welfare	agency	to	ensure	the	educa,onal	stability	of	
children	in	foster	care,	including	assurances	that:	
1.  Foster	youth	remain	in	their	school	of	origin,	unless	a	

determina,on	is	made	that	it	is	not	in	their	best	interest.	
2.  When	a	determina,on	is	made	that	it	is	not	in	the	best	

interest	to	remain	in	the	school	of	origin,	the	child	must	be	
immediately	enrolled	in	a	new	school.	
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Title I Part A Amendments:  
Foster Care – State Title I Plans (2) 

� The	SEA	designates	a	point	of	contact	for	child	
welfare	agencies,	who	will	oversee	
implementa,on	of	the	SEA	responsibili,es.	

� The	SEA	point	of	contact	may	not	be	the	same	
person	as	the	McKinney-Vento	State	
Coordinator.	
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Title I, Part A Amendments: 
Foster Care-- Local Title I Plans (1) 

Local	Title	I	plans	must	contain	an	assurance	
that	the	LEA	will	collaborate	with	the	state	or	
local	child	welfare	agency	to:	
� Designate	a	point	of	contact	if	the	
corresponding	child	welfare	agencies	no,fies	
the	LEA,	in	wri,ng,	that	it	has	designated	a	
point	of	contact	for	the	LEA.	
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Title I, Part A Amendments: 
Foster Care-- Local Title I Plans (2) 

� Within	one	year	of	enactment,	develop	and	
implement	procedures	for	how	transporta,on	to	
maintain	foster	youth	in	their	schools	of	origin,	when	
in	their	best	interest,	will	be	provided,	arranged	and	
funded,	which	must:	

1.  Ensure	that	foster	youth	who	need	transporta,on	to	the	
school	of	origin	promptly	receive	it	in	a	cost-effec,ve	
manner,	and	in	accordance	with	the	child	welfare	agency’s	
authority	to	use	child	welfare	funding	available	under	
sec,on	475(4)(A)	of	Title	IV-E	of	the	Social	Security	Act	to	
provide	transporta,on.	
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Title I, Part A Amendments: 
Foster Care-- Local Title I Plans (3) 

2.  Ensure	that	if	there	are	addi,onal	costs	
incurred	in	providing	transporta,on	to	the	
school	of	origin,	LEAs	will	provide	it	if:	
  They	are	reimbursed	by	the	child	welfare	
agency;	

  The	LEA	agrees	to	pay	the	costs;	or	
  The	LEA	and	the	child	welfare	agency	agree	to	
share	the	costs.	
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Connect to #NAEHCYNation  

•  Sign up for our e-newsletter – www.naehcy.org 
•  Stay up-to-date with our legislative alerts and webinars 
•  Like us on Facebook 



General Resources 

Na,onal	Associa,on	for	the	Educa,on	of	Homeless	Children	and	
Youth	

hIp://naehcy.org	
Facebook	and	TwiIer	
	
Na,onal	Center	on	Homeless	Educa,on	
hIp://center.serve.org/nche/	
	
Na,onal	Network	for	Youth	
hIp://www.nn4youth.org	
	
DVDs	for	awareness-raising	
�  “Real	Students,	Real	Schools”:		naehcy.org/videos		
�  “The	McKinney-Vento	Act	in	Our	Schools”:	pjulianelle@naehcy.org		
�  hIp://www.hearus.us	
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School Stability Resources 

�  School	of	origin	vs.	Local	school:	
hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/
sch_sel_checklist.pdf		

�  Transporta,on:	
hIp://center.serve.org/nche/pr/incr_sch_stab.php		
www.utdanacenter.org/theo/downloads/factsheets/
RP33b_Transporta,on_Rural.pdf		
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�  Immediate	enrollment	without	documents:	
  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/
assessment.pdf		

�  Immediate	enrollment	without	parent/guardian:	
  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/
guardianship.pdf	

�  Immediate	enrollment	without	immuniza,ons:	
  hIp://www.naehcy.org/sites/default/files/dl/
elders-memo.pdf		

School Enrollment Resources 
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� Full	par,cipa,on	in	school	ac,vi,es:	
  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/
extra_curr.pdf		

� Ensuring	credit	accrual	and	recovery:	
  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/
credit.pdf		

School Enrollment 
Resources (cont.) 

73	



Early Childhood Resources 

�  hIp://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/expanding-
early-care-and-educa,on-for-homeless-children	

(Guidance,	,p	sheets,	and	more	from	US	HHS)	
�  hIp://naehcy.org/educa,onal-resources/early-
childhood	

(Fact	sheets,	policy	briefs,	and	more	from	NAEHCY)	
�  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sc_preschool.php	
(Resources	from	NCHE)	
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Title I Part A Resources 

� hIp://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/
briefs/,tlei.pdf		

� hIp://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/leg/
recovery/guidance/,tlei-reform.pdf	

(Examples	of	permissible	uses	of	funds)	
� hIp://www2.ed.gov/programs/homeless/
homelesscoord0815.pdf	

(August	2015	guidance	on	transporta,on/
liaisons)	

	
75	



Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
Resources 

�  hIp://www.naehcy.org/educa,onal-resources/
youth	

�  hIp://www.naehcy.org/educa,onal-resources/
higher-ed	

�  hIp://www.naehcy.org/letendre-scholarship-fund/
about-the-fund		

�  hIp://center.serve.org/nche/ibt/sc_youth.php	
�  hIp://www.1800runaway.org/	
�  hIp://www.youtube.com/user/itgetsbeIerproject	
�  hIp://www.thetrevorproject.org/	
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Impacts of Homelessness Statistics 

�  Ins,tute	for	Children,	Poverty,	and	Homelessness,	Head	Start	and	Housing	
(In)stability:	Examining	the	School	Readiness	of	Children	Experiencing	
Homelessness,	2013.	

�  Perlman,	S.	&	Fantuzzo,	J.	(2010).	Timing	and	influence	of	early	experiences	
of	child	maltreatment	and	homelessness	on	children’s	educa,onal	well-
being.	Children	and	Youth	Services	Rev.	32,	874-883.	

�  Obradovic,	J.,	Long,	J.D.,	Cutuli,	J.J.,	Chan,	C.K.,	Hinz,	E.,	Heistad,	D.	&	Maston,	
A.S.	(2009).	Academic	Achievement	of	homeless	and	highly	mobile	children	
in	an	urban	school	district:	Longitudinal	evidence	on	risk,	growth,	and	
resilience.	Development	and	Psychopathology,	21(2),	493-518.		

�  America’s	Promise	Alliance,	Center	for	Promise	at	Tups	University	(2015).	
Don’t	Call	Them	Dropouts.	

�  American	Psychological	Associa,on.	Effects	of	Poverty,	Hunger	and	
Homelessness	on	Children	&	Youth.	hIp://www.apa.org/pi/families/
poverty.aspx	
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Unaccompanied Homeless Youth 
Statistics 

�  Toro,	P.,	Dworsky,	A.	and	Fowler,	P.	(2007).	“Homeless	Youth	in	the	
United	States:	Recent	Research	Findings	and	Interven,on	Approaches.” 
Toward	Understanding	Homelessness:	The	2007	NaUonal	Symposium	on	
Homelessness	Research.	

�  Benoit-Bryan,	J.	(2011).	The	Runaway	Youth	Longitudinal	Study.	
�  The	Na,onal	Gay	and	Lesbian	Task	Force	and	the	Na,onal	Coali,on	for	

the	Homeless	(2007).	Lesbian,	gay,	bisexual	and	transgender	youth:	An	
epidemic	of	homelessness.		

�  Hammer,	H.,	Finkelhor,	D.,	&	Sedlak,	A.	(2002).	“Runaway	/	Thrownaway	
Children:	Na,onal	Es,mates	and	Characteris,cs.” NaUonal	Incidence	
Studies	of	Missing,	Abducted,	Runaway,	and	Thrownaway	Children.	

�  Greene,	J.	(1995).	“Youth	with	Runaway,	Throwaway,	and	Homeless	
Experiences:	Prevalence,	Drug	Use,	and	Other	At-Risk	Behaviors.” 
Research	Triangle	InsUtute.	
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