Ark. Code Ann. § 9-27-332(a)(2)(C)
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Ark. Code Ann. § 9-27-332(a)(2)(C) defines a juvenile as
awaiting foster care placement if the juvenile:

1) Is placed in a shelter, facility or other short-term
placement with a plan of moving within 90 days;

2) Is transferred to an emergency placement to protect
the juvenile’s health and welfare;

3) Has experienced three or more placements in the last
12 months; or

4) Is placed in a regular foster home or placement that is

not directly related to the permanency plan goal identified
in the case plan.




Homeless Status

Homeless Status: You must mark the nighttime living
situation of the identified student.

S---Shelter, transitional housing, awaiting foster care
D---Doubled-up (Sharing the housing of other persons
due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a similar
reason)
U---Unsheltered (cars, park, campground, temporary
trailer or abandoned building)
HM---Hotels/Motels
All Foster Care Students will be under the Sheltered

Status (S).




Foster Care Students

All Foster Care Students must also be identified as Foster
in APSCN.

No Foster Care Students will be identified as
Unaccompanied Youth.

The term “unaccompanied youth” includes youth in
homeless situations who are not in the physical custody of
a parent or guardian.




Additional Information

While both child welfare agencies and McKinney-Vento liaisons must determine
what is best for the child (and best practice would suggest making those decisions
collaboratively), if the child is being found eligible under McKinney-Vento, the
McKinney-Vento liaison oversees the final decision. If disagreement occurs, the
McKinney-Vento dispute procedures can be followed.

The passage of Fostering Connections, a child welfare law, does not change in any
way the best interest determination for children who qualify for McKinney-
Vento. This decision is still made by the McKinney-Vento liaison. Just as before,
best practice suggests that the McKinney-Vento liaison should gather information
about a child from the child, foster parent, child’s caseworker and child advocate
or attorney in making a best interest determination. While the input of a
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caseworker is very critical in making a best interest determination under the
McKinney-Vento Act, it is only the McKinney-Vento liaison and parent who wi
ultimately make this decision.




Memorandum of Understanding

There has been a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) jointly drafter between
the Department of Education (ADE) and the Division of Children and Family
Services (DCFS) to help outline roles and responsibilities of both agencies.

This document is still in draft form and is awaiting final approval by ADE and
DCFS.

When the MOU has been approved by both parties, we will send this information
to all liaisons and superintendents.







