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2015-16 Testing Calendar 

• Commissioner’s Memo LS-16-003 
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Remediation and AIPs 

• Commissioner’s Memo LS-15-058 
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K-2 ASSESSMENT 
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Qualls and IOWA   

• Kindergarten 
• Qualls Early Learning Inventory 

• Grades 1 & 2  
•  Iowa Assessments  

• Paper/pencil only 
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Changes are coming for 2016-2017 



Students Grades 
3-10 

Alternate 

NCSC for Math 
and ELA  

Grades 3-8 and 
11 

Science Portfolio  
Grades 5,7 and 

10 only 

ACT Aspire 

Math, English, 
Writing, Reading 

and Science 
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ACT ASPIRE 
Grades 3-10 
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ACT Aspire in 2015-2016 

• Administered at grades 3 – 10 

• ELA (English, Reading and Writing), 
Mathematics, and Science (at all grades) 

• Administered online 

• Paper waivers TBD 
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Testing Schedule 

• Computer Window 
•  April 11 – May 13, 2016 
 

• Paper Window  
•  April 18- April 29, 2016 
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Specifics   
• Grades 3-8  

• Grade specific 
• No predictor for ACT Score 

• Grades 9 and 10 
• Early High School Assessment 
• Predictor for ACT Score 
• Not course specific 
• Students will be tested by grade enrolled 
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What has been replaced? 

• Benchmark Science 

• PARCC assessments 

• Fall Block Testing 

• Explore 

• PLAN 

• VUAA 

• EOC Exams 
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Time of the Assessment 
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Design of the Test 
•  Technical Bulletin #1 – Contains blueprint and alignment  

15 



16 



Accommodations 

• Accessibility User’s Guide 
• Webinar August 5th at 11:00 a.m. 

• ADE may approve special request 
accommodations 

17 



Accommodations 
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Online Resources   
• http://actaspire.pearson.com 
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Online Resources   
• http://www.discoveractaspire.org 
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Online Resources   
• http://actaspire.avocet.pearson.com 
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ACT Aspire Periodic Assessments 
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• State funded 

• Voluntary for schools to use 

• Consists of three (3) interims and multiple 

classroom assessments 

• Online only 

• Availability for fall 2015 TBD 



THE ACT® 
Grade 11 only 
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The ACT in 2015-2016 
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• Available for all students in grade 11 only 

• Optional (on a student by student basis) 
• Not used in Accountability calculations 

• Student directs the reporting of scores 

• De-identified student data is used for research 

• Online or Paper administration 

• Can be used for all scholarship/admission 
purposes 



Testing Schedule for The ACT 

• Online administration available 
• March 1 – March 15, 2016 
 

• Paper-based administration 
• March 1, 2016 
• Make-up March 15, 2016 
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Accommodations 

• Services for Examinees with 
Disabilities 
• Webinar to come with more information 
• ACT will approve accommodations 
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Accommodations for the ACT 
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ALTERNATE 
ASSESSMENTS 
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NCSC 
• Significantly Cognitively Disabled Students 
Grades 3-8 yearly and Grade 11 

• Math and ELA only 
• Computer-based only 
• Testing Window 

• March 28, 2016 – May 6, 2016 
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Science Portfolio 
• Significantly Cognitively Disabled Students 
• Grades 5, 7 and 10 only 
• Science only 
• Online Portfolio Submission 
• Testing Window 

• March 18 – Final date to submit online portfolio 
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ELPA21 
• English Language Proficiency Assessment 
• All EL students not exited from ESL 
• Grades K-12 yearly  
• Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening 
• Computer-based only 
• Testing Window 

• February 1- March 11 
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Testing in 2015-2016 

• Online testing  
• Will require local management of data systems 

• Knowledge of Excel is a must 

• Testing windows  
• Schools will set their testing schedules 

• ADE is here to support 
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What will not be part of the program? 

• No mid-year tests for schools on block scheduling 

• No PLAN or Explore  

• VUAA program is replaced by the ACT  

• No EOC exams 

• Algebra 1, Geometry, or Biology 
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A LOOK BACK  
What have we learned? 
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What did we learn last year? 
• Successful districts had Test Coordinators and Technology 

Coordinators work together to plan for online testing 

• Planning ahead for technology issues/glitches was critical 

•  Training test administrators to be comfortable with the 
online system was a key to a successful administration 

• Measures to maintain online test security were not 
emphasized adequately 

•  Flexibility was a must 

• Students are incredibly resilient 
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What did we learn last year? 
• We need to learn how to use Excel spreadsheets 
• Online data systems require maintenance 

• Online testing systems need to be updated and managed 

• Students do not stay in one school throughout the testing 
window 

• We need procedures when students move during testing  

•  The duties of the DTC has changed 

• Device capacity impacts schedule length 

• Data in eSchoolPLUS is NOT always accurate……. 
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SO………. 

37 



This really happened…. 
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• Same student had 2 or more records in eSchoolPLUS 
•  Why?   

•  Student moved to a new school  
•  New school did NOT check current  state ID or SSN 
•  New school enrolled with a new 900 number or unverified SSN 
•  Result: new record with new state ID 
 

• Student took the same online test more than once 
•  Why? 

•  New school did not check with former school to verify testing 
•  New school did not call the ADE to inquire if student had tested 
•  Staff were not trained to know what to do with a transfer 

 



This really happened…. 
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• Student records disappeared or other students “took over” 
a record in PAN  
•  Why?   

•  School personnel exported a file from PAN 
•  Updated data in the file without changing all rows or with filter on 
•  Uploaded the file into PAN 
•  Result: merging of records  
 

• Districts created new sessions AFTER testing 
•  Why? 

•  Uploaded a file to update data in PAN 
•  Included a column that created new sessions 
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Triand 

ADE 

Assessment Vendors 

Reporting 
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The Data Cycle? 
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Bad 
Reporting 

Good 
Reporting 



What Can Our District Do? 
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•  Investigate your school/district procedure for entering and 
maintaining data in all systems 
•  Who enters it? 

•  Is it verified/checked by anyone else? 

•  Who has the task of communicating updates and changes to be entered?  

•  What is the procedure when a new student enrolls? 

•  Do you have processes in place to ensure each student has accurate data 
in the system and for reporting? 

•  If an assessment report is incorrect, verify if the information was gridded or 
incorrect in eSchoolPLUS 
•  Make the changes necessary as soon as discovered 

•  Double-check procedures around students who do not have a SSN 

 



PARCC 2015 REPORTS 
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PARCC 2015 Reports 
•  Individual Student Report (ISR) 

•  Hardcopies shipped to the school district 
•  2 for ELA/Literacy (parent and school copy) 
•  2 for Math (parent and school copy) 

• Aggregate reports  
•  Posted in Published Reports on PearsonAccessnext  

•  PARCC Student Roster Reports (school) 
•  PARCC Summary Reports (district) 
•  PARCC ISRs (PDF versions of the hard-copy reports) 

• Report dates TBD based on standard-setting timetable  
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PARCC 2015 Reporting 



PARCC 2015 REPORTS 
 
 

 

Individual Student Reports 
(ISR) 
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ELA/Literacy 



ELA/Literacy 
 

50 



ELA/Literacy Explanation 
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Mathematics 
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Mathematics 



Mathematics Explanation 
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PARCC 2015 REPORTS 
 
 

 

Aggregate Reports 
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Student Roster ELA/Literacy 
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Student Roster Mathematics 
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Summary Report ELA/Literacy 
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Summary Report Mathematics 



In Conclusion…. 
•  Thank you for attending today and for all of the hard work 

you and others put into 2014-2015 testing. 

•  If you have any suggestions or comments to share, 
please call our office, or email us. 

• Please let us know of any changes in your district 
superintendent, technology coordinator or DTC as 
soon as possible. 

•  If questions arise, contact the Office of Student 
Assessment at 501-682-4558. 
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