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Introduction 
 
The Raw to Scale Score Conversion Tables provide information on raw scores attained by students for the 
Grade 11 Literacy Examination and how those scores correspond with student scale scores.   
 
The attached Raw to Scale Score Conversion Tables are specific to the March 2010 administration 
of the Grade 11 Literacy Examination and do NOT apply to any other administration. 
 
 
What are Scale Scores? 
 
Scale Scores are transformed raw scores.  For every possible raw score on a test form, there is a 
corresponding scale score, although a scale score may represent more than one raw score depending on 
the distribution of the results.  When multiple forms of a test are used, or when results are compared from 
year to year, scale scores are needed to adjust for possible differences in test form length or difficulty.  
For example, it would not be possible to interpret a raw score of 50 items correct or points earned without 
knowing how many items are on the test and how difficult those items are. 
 
 
Why Use Scale Scores? 
 
Scale scores provide a useful measurement tool for many assessment programs.  They are used in 
numerous national testing programs, including the ACT and SAT examinations, which are typically part 
of the admissions process for colleges and universities.  Scale scores are also routinely used in many other 
statewide testing programs, providing the basis for long-term, meaningful comparisons of student results 
across different test administrations. 
 
Educators have always adjusted for differences in test length by changing from “number correct” scores 
to “percent correct” scores.  The next step is to remove differences in item difficulty by moving to “scale 
scores.”  To illustrate the value of this step, consider an examination with just two forms: Form A and 
Form B.  If the items on Form A happen to be slightly more difficult than the items on Form B, one would 
expect a student to answer a higher percentage of items correctly if Form B were administered rather than 
Form A.  However, a student should receive the same scale score for either form. 
 
Scale scores are intended to make scores more meaningful by defining a scale of measurement that is not 
tied to a particular form of a test.  However, to be meaningful, the scale must be tied to a benchmark that 
is meaningful to the user.  The Grade 11 Literacy Examination was constructed so that a specific score 
corresponds to the advanced, proficient, basic, and below basic performance levels.  In the future, these 
values may correspond to different raw scores, but they will have the same meaning in terms of student 
performance. 
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March 2010 Scale Scores 
 
The attached Raw to Scale Score Conversion Tables list the total number of raw score points available for 
Grade 11 Literacy as well as the associated scale scores 
 
The table below lists the performance levels and associated scale scores ranges for the Grade 11 Literacy 
Examination.  Again, the scale score information listed in this table is specific to the March 2010 
administration of the Grade 11 Literacy Examination and does NOT apply to any other 
administration. 
 

2010 Grade 11 Literacy Examination Scale Score Ranges 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Grade 11 Literacy Examination Report Interpretation Guide contains more information on the 
development of the performance levels.  For additional information about the results and information on 
student performance, please contact: 
 
 

Dr. Gayle Potter, Director 
Curriculum, Assessment, and Research 

Arkansas Department of Education 
4 State Capitol Mall, Room 106A 

Little Rock, AR  72201-1071 
Telephone:  501-682-4558 

 
 

Performance Levels Grade 11 Literacy Scale Scores 
Below Basic 0–168 

Basic 169–199 
Proficient 200–249 
Advanced 250 and above 
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