Governor’s Advisory Council for Gifted Education

Cox Creative Center

Little Rock

Wednesday, May 14, 2014, 10:00 A.M.
Minutes
I.  Opening of Meeting

a. Introductions.  Marilyn opened the meeting and asked everyone to share a cool thing going on with them.  Members present:  Linda Kay Thompson, Tommie Sue Anthony, Marilyn Larson, Ernie Enchelmeyer, Julie Greathouse, Kristen Hodge; ADE Staff Present:  Mary Kathryn Stein, Krystal Nail  
b. Approval of January minutes.  Ernie made a motion to accept minutes.  Tommie Sue seconded.  All were in favor and the minutes were approved.  
II. ADE Report.  Mary Kathryn shared that May 2 was Bob Nichols’s last day in the office.  He retired.  We hope to know more about the future of this position at the July meeting.
a. AGATE Conference. Mary Kathryn thanked those council members who attended the AGATE conference.  She shared that our office held a focus group session to give opportunities for people to ask questions and visit with us.  Mary Kathryn commended Marilyn for her job presenting the Act 56 Awards.   
b. Arkansas Governor’s School 2014 transition to online applications.  Mary Kathryn shared that they used google forms and the online application process went smoothly and was largely paperless.  Auditions for arts areas were submitted through Arkansas Digital Sandbox for public schools or using Dropbox for private schools.  Judges reviewed audition videos from home and completed rubrics and sent them in.  On a Saturday, one person from each fine arts area reviewed all the judges’ ratings and then created a ranking using that data.  The readers came to ADE and read the applications online.  Students only wrote one essay for the main area that they applied for.  Data about what counties and schools were represented was shared with council members via an email.  Mary Kathryn also shared that communication with the AGS office at Hendrix has been done electronically and that there have been much less trips to and from Hendrix to transfer materials related to student selection.  Opening ceremony is June 8 at 2 pm in Staples Auditorium at Hendrix.  Council members are invited to attend.
1. Faculty Summary.  Mary Kathryn shared that all faculty spots are filled.  Fred Boosey will serve as the arts coordinator.  There are ten new faculty members this year.  All natural science instructors are new to AGS.  Two new faculty members are coming from the Conway School District.
2. Student Selection Summary.  637 applications were submitted;  this is the third largest number of applicants in the past decade.  
3. Results of selection delivered on March 17 a full month earlier than in past years.
c. Advanced Placement; International Baccalaureate.   Mary Kathryn shared data shared by College Board about AP performance.  Mary Kathryn also shared about the AP potential data given on students who take the PSAT that predicts what AP courses they may be successful in.  Data handouts included comparisons of AP participation and performance over the last ten years.  Mary Kathryn shared there is action underway where Arkansas may become a partner with College Board.  Mary Kathryn shared that ADE office of GT/AP/IB was asked to handle distributing funds set aside for International Baccalaureate programs.  NLR, Bentonville, Springdale, and Hot Springs all applied and received funding.
d. DUKE TIP Reception at UALR Theater- GAC Members are invited to the recognition ceremony on Thursday, May 15, 2013 at 10 A.M. & 2:30 P.M.  This is for seventh or fifth graders who have taken the SAT or ACT through the TIP program and scored well.  
e. Monitoring and Online GT Program Approval Process.  Mary Kathryn shared that monitoring is complete and only one school was out of compliance with their gifted program and it was due to an Additional Licensure Plan issue.  Mary Kathryn shared she read the apps for non-monitored schools and read and did onsite monitorings for all but one of the coops that Bob was schedule to conduct onsite monitoring visits in.  The online program application is going well and coordinators are getting used to it. Next year, all districts will finish completing all three version s of the online program approval application.  Linda Kay voiced her support of the online program approval application.  
f. Schools of Innovation-Act 601 of 2013.  Any district could ask for waivers or other innovative ideas that would benefit students.  Applications were due on May 1; Act 1280 Online Learning.  This act requires every student from 9th grade on to have at least one online course.  
III.  Gifted Programs Professional Development

a. Teaching the Gifted in Secondary Content Courses training.  This training now includes a follow up where teachers submit a lesson plan showing differentiation in order to obtain their certificates. The training includes reference to standards and documentation.  GT specialists at the coops have been trained as trainers and deliver this training.
b. Pre-AP Training and Advanced Placement Summer Institutes.  26 Pre-AP trainings are scheduled throughout the summer at coops and there are also APSI’s scheduled at ASU, UALR, and U of A.  Ernie asked about whether southern Arkansas couldn't support an APSI.  Mary Kathryn shared that one southern Arkansas university asked about this and she directed them to talk with College Board.  
c. Identifying more low income GT students.  Mary Kathryn shared that one need seen across the state is that there is underrepresentation of low income students in gt when comparing district demographics to gt program demographics.  In monitoring, we recommend they review their identification processes.   We are putting together a presentation to share with gt specialists that they can share with coordinators about meeting the needs of students from poverty.  Many things from Eric Jensen's work are included.
d. NAGC conference to be held in Baltimore in November. Mary Kathryn shared that we are asking for approval to attend.
IV. Work on Annual Report

The council discussed the annual report from the previous year and talked about potential changes and recommendations for 14-15.  
V. Other Business/Announcements

a. Summer Meeting at AGS, at Hendrix College on July 10, 2014 beginning with lunch at 11:30, but GAC members are invited to come early and attend Educators Day.  Marilyn shared how she, Tommie Sue, and Mary Kathryn met with Lyle Rupert and Nancy Cockman and encouraged them to encourage superintendents and legislators to attend AGS Educators Day.   
b. Eunice Thrasher and Julie Greathouse will be completing their second term in July.  If members know of people who would be interested in applying, they should go to the gt page of the ADE website for the link to apply.  
c. Minutes and information about the GAC on the ADE-GT website.
VI. 2014-15 Meeting Dates

October 15, 2014       10 A.M. until 2 P.M. 1st Floor East Room 
Main Library

January 14, 2015     10 A.M. until 2 P.M.  2nd Floor Meeting Room 
 Cox Creative Center

May 6, 2015          10 A.M. until 2 P.M.    2nd Floor Meeting Room 
 Cox Creative Center

July 9, 2015  11:30 A.M. Student Life & Technology Center      Hendrix College, Conway

Linda Kay made a motion to adjourn.  Tommie Sue seconded.  All were in favor and the meeting adjourned.
