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Agenda

• Goal: to inform districts regarding ADE 
expectations regarding data reporting related 
to Language Minority Students/English 
Learners for 2016-17

Commissioner’s Memo LS-17-004

http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=1979


Determining ELL Funds 2016-17

• Based on the number of English Learners (ELs) 
identified by each school district

• Determination will be made utilizing
– Cycle 2 data retrieved from eSchool 
– Information submitted via district ACSIP in Indistar



Determining ELL Funds 2016-17

• New Process replaces the annual Home 
Language Survey (HLS) REPORT

• Promoting efficiency of data collection 
consistent with Act 1181 of 2015, as codified 
in Ark. Code Ann. § 6-10-126

– NOTE: All Arkansas students must complete 
individual Home Language Surveys upon initial 
enrollment in Arkansas schools.



Summary of Changes

• Cycle 2 EL Data Used for ELL Fund Count
• ALL Districts (even those with NO English 

Learners) complete the District ELL Fund 
General Description in ASCIP

• ALL Districts sign the ELL Fund/Program 
Assurances in ACSIP Assurances

• Title III will have different questions on 
application in the future



Cycle Reports Containing EL Info
Report ID Report Name Cycle

Rpt033 District National Origin 2

Rpt330 District Student ELL Information 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Rpt332 District Home Language 2

Rpt430 School Student ELL Information 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Rpt432 School Home Language Report 2

Data from other Cycle Reports concerning dropouts, retentions, school aged 
students, etc. will be accessed as needed for federal reporting requirements 
regarding English Learners.



Foreign Exchange Students
• Treat these students as you would any other 

student concerning screening, identifying, and 
serving for EL services

• Must complete a Home Language Survey and 
screen if anything other than English. Place in 
ESOL services if qualified.

• Parents/Guardians have right to decline 
services as do all other parents. 

• Serving Foreign Exchange Students

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/Curriculum%20and%20Instruction/Frameworks/ELP%202015/InfoBulletinServingforeignstudentsDec2010FedGuidance.pdf


Identifying LMS/ELs
All districts must have a process for identifying 
potential ELs (Language Minority Students).
1) Administer a Home Language Survey to all 

students
2) Screen those who answer anything other 

than English on the HLS with a state 
approved screener or placement test





How To Process a Student’s HLS

1. Notify ESOL Coordinator of any student with an answer other than English.

2. File a copy in the student’s cumulative folder for all students.

3. If any language other than English is indicated, enter that language in the 
eSchool “Home Language” field on the student tab in registration. 
Otherwise, enter “English” in the eSchool language field.

4. If a guardian indicates preference for communication in a language other 
than English, enter the chosen language in eSchool guardian contact 
information under the general information tab.



Caveats to Consider for LMS 
Determination

• Conduct parent interview to verify language 
responses other than English if truly being a 
Language Minority Student is in question

• If NOT truly a Language Minority Student:
– file documentation of why other language 

indicated on HLS with the student’s HLS, 
– put “EN” for English as “Home Language” in 

eSchool



Caveats to Consider for LMS 
Determination

• “Dora the Explorer” reason for putting Spanish 
on HLS (NOT a Language Minority Student)

• HLS indicates French spoken in home. Upon 
visiting with child and family, it is discovered 
that French was listed because family is 
learning French in order to visit France in the 
future (NOT a Language Minority Student)



Caveats to Consider for LMS 
Determination

• 5th grade student was in English only home 
until two years ago when dad remarried and 
step-mom speaks Spanish fluently (NOT a 
Language Minority Student)

• Child grew up in a Marshallese speaking home 
until age 4 and was then adopted by English 
only family. (YES—is a Language Minority 
Student)



Caveats to Consider for LMS 
Determination

• Kindergarten student comes from home 
where Spanish spoken by parents. Student is 
very limited in any language due to a possible 
disability and hard to test for any language 
proficiency. (YES—is a Language Minority 
Student)



Identifying Language Minority Students 
in eSchool

HLS Completed

ALL English
ANY Answer Other 

than English 
(verify if needed)

Language Minority 
Student (LMS)

eSchool: Enter 
Other Language as 
“Home Language” 

eSchool: Check 
“ESL” box on 

Personal Screen



1) Home Language: ANY 
language other than English 
on student’s Home Language 
Survey must be listed, 
otherwise default is to “EN”1



2) Language of 
Correspondence: ask family; 
indicate preferred language; 
check box “ Use Language for 
Mailing” if not “EN”

2
2



3) Language of Correspondence: ask 
family; indicate preferred language; 
check box “ Use Language for Mailing” if 
not “EN”

3



All students with “ESL” checked are considered “Language Minority Students” 
for state and federal reporting purposes.



Approved Screeners/Placement 
Tests





ELL Entry/Exit—Links to the ELL Program Screen

No=student is not a current English Learner (Never was EL or has an 
Entry and Exit date on ELL Program Screen and is a former EL) 

Yes=student is a current English Learner (Only has an Entry Date 
AND Value box checked on ELL Program Screen)



Enter a check (√) as the value if student is identified as an English Learner.

The “End Date” is AFTER the student meets state criteria for Fluent English 
Proficient status and is exited from the ESL/ESOL program; no longer receives 
services. 

ELL Program Screen

The “Start Date” is the date the student entered a U.S. school for the first 
time, regardless if the entry was in Arkansas or another state.



**ELL Entry/Exit Date – Arkansas Testing/Assessment ID field



NON-EXAMPLE 

Notice—the “Value” box is NOT checked. This student would NOT show up as 
an English Learner!!!



ESL/ELL Waived Date – The an EL student’s parent signed the form waiving 
ESL/ESOL services for the student. **Arkansas Testing/Assessment ID field.

ESL/ELL Monitored – A student who was exited from ESL/ESOL services and 
whose academic progress is being monitored for two years in the regular 
educational classroom as required by Federal law. (This includes LM students 
initially placed as exited from ESL/ESOL services and never EL.)

M1—Monitored Year 1
M2—Monitored Year 2

**Arkansas Testing/Assessment ID field.





Initially Identified as Fluent English 
Proficient

• District decision as to whether to use only the 
approved screener or to use the approved 
screener plus additional criteria related to the 
state exit criteria. 

• Example: Student tests as proficient on ELP 
screener. Assessment data from content areas 
show performing below 40th percentile for 
that grade level. Could place as an English 
Learner. MUST HAVE CONSISTENT CRITERIA.



Initially Identified as Fluent English 
Proficient

• Example: Student tests as proficient on ELP 
screener. Assessment data from content areas 
show performing above 40th percentile for 
that grade level. Should initially place as a 
Fluent English Proficient student and monitor 
for two years.



Exit Criteria Guidance

• See Commissioner’s Memo LS-17-009
– How to utilize Iowa, ACT/Aspire, and ACT results
– Use Spring 2015 ELDA scores for now

• An additional Commissioner’s Memo will be 
released once ELPA21 results are available 
sometime in Fall 2016 as to how to utilize 
ELPA21 results

http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=1995


Summary of Approved Exit Criteria

1. Spring English Language Proficiency Assessment (ELPA) 
Scores and Proficiency Levels - Student must score 
proficient or above in all five sections (listening, speaking, 
writing, reading and comprehension) of the spring ELPA 
(English Language Development Assessment (ELDA) for 
Spring 2015; ELPA21 began Spring 2016).

2. Grades Previous Year - Student must have earned a grade of 
C or higher in each core subject area (English/language arts, 
mathematics, social studies, and science).



Summary of Approved Exit Criteria

3. State Standardized Achievement Scores - Student must 
score proficient or advanced on the literacy and 
mathematics criterion-referenced test or score at OR above 
the 40th percentile on the norm-referenced test.

4. At least two current teachers must recommend exit or 
reclassification based on the criteria above.

5. The decision to exit or reclassify the EL student from the 
English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program 
must be made on an annual basis by the LPAC following a 
review of spring ELPA results.



Meeting Criteria Three 
(Achievement Test Scores)

• One of the following must be true:
– 2016 Iowa Test (grades 1-2) math total and ELA total 

national percentile rank at 40th percentile or above,
– 2016 ACT Aspire (grades 3-10) math and composite 

English language arts (reading, English, and writing) 
score of Ready or Exceeding, or

– 2016 ACT (grade 11) math and ELA national percentile 
rank of 40th percentile or above.



Use Spring 2015 ELDA Data

• If Spring 2015 State ELDA assessment results 
meet the first criteria above and the student 
meets all other areas of the exit criteria with 
Spring 2016 data, the student may be exited.

• If students meet all exit criteria listed above, 
but the Spring 2015 State ELDA assessment 
results do NOT meet the criteria, districts may 
revisit the student’s placement once ELPA21 
results are released. Do not exit at this time.



Example 1

Current 5th grade Student A earned a 5 on all five areas 
of the ELDA in Spring 2015, earned a grade of C or 
higher in each core content area and has the support of 
two teachers recommending exit. If the student’s 
Spring 2016 ACT Aspire scores were Ready or Exceeding 
on math and composite ELA, Student A may be exited 
and reclassified as a Fluent English Proficient (FEP) 
student.



Example 2

Current 10th grade Student B earned a 5 on all five 
areas of the ELDA in Spring 2015, earned a grade of C 
or higher in each core content area and has the support 
of two teachers recommending exit. However, when 
looking at Student B’s Spring 2016 ACT Aspire math and 
composite ELA scores, Student B was Close in literacy 
and Ready in math. Student B may NOT be exited 
based on those scores.



Example 3
Current 7th grade Student C earned a 5 in listening, 
speaking, reading, and comprehension, but a 4 in writing 
and composite on the ELDA in Spring 2015. Student C 
earned a grade of C or higher in all content areas, has the 
support of two teachers recommending exit, and scored 
Ready on both the math and composite ELA on the 
Spring 2016 ACT Aspire. Student C may NOT be exited 
based on those scores, but may be considered for exit 
once the Spring 2016 ELPA21 scores are released, should 
those scores meet the exit criteria.



Immigrant Definition

• A student who is:
1. Between the ages of 3 and 21
2. Who was not born in any state
3. Has not attended one or more schools in any one or 

more states for more than 3 full academic years.
Value = Y/N

(Note: Not all EL are Immigrant; Not all Immigrant are EL)
Definition provided by USDOE





Immigrant Status is not EL/ELL Status

• Immigrant Status is not dependent on EL/ELL status
• A recent immigrant may be an EL/ELL student
• A recent immigrant may be FEP (Fluent English 

Proficient)
• A recent immigrant may be an English only student

• ESOL program staff will not be the only staff maintaining 
this data entry. Building staff responsible for eSchool 
data entry will have to maintain this data for English only 
students. (Districts need to determine exactly who will 
maintain this data based on district parameters.)











District and School Funding General 
Descriptions



1

2

ALL Districts Must Complete 
District ELL General Description



3



District and School—General 
Descriptions include



ELL Funding Approved Expenditures



ELL Funding Approved Expenditures



ELL Fund/
ESOL Program Assurances

• Our district requires all students to complete a 
Home Language Survey upon initial enrollment.

• Our district screens potential English Learners 
with one of the approved English language 
proficiency assessments to determine EL/ELL 
status.



• Our district maintains documentation of 
each student identified as an English 
Learner.

• Our district maintains accurate student 
language and ELL Program data in eSchool.

ELL Fund/
ESOL Program Assurances



ELL Fund/
ESOL Program Assurances

• Our district submits accurate Cycle 2 ELL data upon 
which the calculation of ELL funds will be based.

• Our district uses the designated Source of Funds 
and APSCN codes as required in all reports 
requested by the Arkansas Department of 
Education.



ELL Fund/ESOL Program 
Assurances

• Our district uses ELL Funds only for the stated purpose 
of supporting those activities approved in the provision 
of instructional services for English Learners.

• Our district has included the provision of school 
improvement activities for English Learners in its ACSIP 
plan as submitted to the Arkansas Department of 
Education.



ELL Fund/
ESOL Program Assurances

• Our district acknowledges that the use of carryover ELL 
funding is allowable from one fiscal year to another, 
provided that the funds are used for allowable expenses 
in providing instructional services for English Learners.

• Our district will provide timely, accurate, and complete 
reports relating to the use of ELL funds as required by 
the Arkansas Department of Education.



Title III 2016-17
• Commissioner’s Memo
• District must have 116 English Learners reported 

on the 2015-16 Home Language Survey Report 
to qualify

• Allocations provided in CM/42 Districts qualify
• Questions that applied ONLY to Title III districts 

on OLD HLS REPORT will be asked via Title III 
application (including number of private school 
students identified/served)

http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=1993


Title III Application
• Miguel Hernandez, ADE Federal Programs Office contact

• SOF 6761

• Remember - Districts have a limit of  2% of  the Title III 
grant award for administration. 3115(b))
Administration = administrative costs indirect costs 
– Examples of  administrative costs: support staff, 

coordinators, & other personnel that perform 
administrative functions

• Upload to the Title III Folder in ACSIP Statewide Field 
Test

57



Coming in the future! (June 24th Submission was duplicate of 2015-16 
application)









Summary of Changes Revisited

• Cycle 2 EL Data Used for ELL Fund Count
• ALL Districts (even those with NO English 

Learners) complete the District ELL Fund 
General Description in ASCIP

• ALL Districts sign the ELL Fund/Program 
Assurances in ACSIP Assurances

• Title III will have different questions on 
application in the future



ESOL Program Information

• Consult the ESOL Program Guide on ADE’s 
English Learners’ Website

• Consult the Special Needs Funding Rules 
(Section 5 for ELL)

• Commissioner’s Memo LS-17-004 

http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/Learning_Services/English%20Language%20Learners/2015_2016_Arkansas_Department_of_Education_ESOL_Guidance_Handbook_1_05_16.pdf
http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/english-learners
http://www.arkansased.gov/public/userfiles/rules/Current/2016/Student_Special_Needs_Funding_Permanent_Rules_Final.pdf
http://adecm.arkansas.gov/ViewApprovedMemo.aspx?Id=1979


ADE ESOL Team
• Tricia Kerr, ESOL Program Director

• Tricia.Kerr@arkansas.gov
• 479-267-7450

• Miguel Hernandez, Title III
• Miguel.Hernandez@arkansas.gov
• 501-682-6620

• Dr. Alan Lytle, EL Assessment Specialist
• Alan.Lytle@arkansas.gov
• 501-682-4468

mailto:Tricia.Kerr@arkansas.gov
mailto:Miguel.Hernandez@arkansas.gov
mailto:Alan.Lytle@arkansas.gov
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