Dear DTC/ESL Personnel,
 
This past spring, our state transitioned to using ELPA21 for our summative assessment of English Language Learners (ELLs). In 2017, we will make another transition, using ELPA21 as our test for ELL screening (initial placement). In preparation for this transition, ELPA21 is conducting a pilot test of its screening tests. The pilot will allow us to evaluate and refine various aspects of the screener design and administrative procedures.
 
For test administrators, participation in the pilot study will consist of:
• Watching a brief training webinar on administering the pilot in the vendor's testing
platform
• Identifying students in grades K-12 to participate in the pilot screener, based on	guidelines from ELPA21
• Administering the pilot screener to students
• Responding to a brief post-test survey from ELPA21

Your participation will support schools and students by
• Providing feedback to ELPA21 to identify best practices for administration of the	screener
• Testing non-ELLs so that we can evaluate the appropriateness of performance	expectations
• Informing ELPA21 about the student set-up process, including how students’	accommodations are discussed and implemented
• Allowing screener administrators practice to become familiar with the screener and its	administration

 The screener pilot will open on 1/30/17 and will continue until the desired # of students participate. ELPA21 will release more detailed information in early January – stay tuned.
 

Best Regards,

Dr. Alan D. Lytle
Arkansas Department of Education
English Language Learners Assessment Specialist & Chair of ELPA21 Governing Board
#4 State Capitol Mall, Room 301-B
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201-1071
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