Reading for Era 1 Review, Supporting Question 1

Hernando de Soto’s Expedition in “La Florida”

Essential Question:  What happens when cultures meet?

Guiding Questions:  

Why did the de Soto expedition travel through (what is today) Arkansas? 
What types of peoples did the expedition encounter?  
What defined their communities?  
What did it take to supply an expedition like de Soto’s?  
What impact would this have on the Indians they encountered? 

Teacher background information:  In 1539, Hernando de Soto, a Spaniard who had participated in the conquest of the Inca, used his personal fortune from those endeavors to supply an expedition to search for riches in mainland north America.  The expeditionary force of nearly 600 people, along with horses, war dogs, and pigs, sailed from Cuba to the west coast of Florida.  The group traveled for four years through what is today the southeastern United States (called “La Florida” in the 16th century) in search of riches like those found in Mesoamerica and South America.  There is some disagreement as to de Soto’s exact route, but all scholars agree the expedition spent a large amount of time in land that is today Arkansas. De Soto died in 1542 and the remaining members of his expeditionary force eventually built boats and traveled down the Mississippi River before making their way back to Cuba.

Opening:  Write the essential question “What happens when cultures meet?” on the board or overhead projector.  Have students discuss with a partner or group, or write down possible answers on their own.  Solicit answers from the class, or have student come up to the overhead projector or board to write possible answers in the diagram.






Activities:  The eight primary source excerpts and corresponding questions can be used in a variety of ways.  You may choose to post each on a wall or desk, and have students, working in small groups, rotate around the room in a “gallery walk” format to read and complete as many primary source excerpts as time allows.  Or, you may want to give pairs or small groups of students one task to complete, and then have them share with the larger class.  They may also be used in a “jigsaw” cooperative learning format.  Together, these excerpts and questions/ tasks cover all of the SLEs and guiding questions listed above, and will provide students with a better understanding of what happened when the DeSoto expedition met indigenous groups in territory that is today Arkansas.

Closing:  Return to the essential question.  Using a different color of marker, have students add to the diagram on the board or overhead projector.  Discuss the outcomes of this meeting of cultures, in the short term and in the long term.  Possible answers might include fighting, exchange of ideas, religion, and culture, spread of diseases, plants, and animals.

Assessment:  Collect student responses to the primary source excerpt tasks, or have students write a paragraph response to the prompt, “What happened when Hernando de Soto’s expedition met Native Americans in Arkansas?”  Use evidence from the primary sources to support your answer.

Resources: 

Jeffrey M. Mitchem, “The Expedition of Hernando de Soto in Sixteenth Century Arkansas”  Arkansas Archaeological Survey, 2002 (reproduced following this lesson)

 The Arkansas News, Old State House Museum, spring 1988 edition (accessed at the Old State House Museum website)

Map:  Hudson’s Proposed Route of the Hernando de Soto Expedition in Arkansas
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Primary Source Excerpt #1

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

“[De Soto]…tarried
 a month in the Province of Cayas.  In this time the horses fattened and throve
 more than they had done at other places in a longer time, in consequence of the large quantity of maize there…

Up until that spot the Christians
 had wanted salt: they now made a quantity and took it with them.  The Indians carry it into other parts, to exchange for skins and shawls.

The salt is made along by a river, which, when the water goes down, leaves it upon the sand.  As they cannot gather the salt without a large mixture of sand, it is thrown together in certain baskets…made large at the mouth and small at the bottom.  These are set in the air on a ridge-pole; and water being thrown on, vessels are place under them wherein it [the water] may fall.  Then, being strained and placed on the fire, it is boiled away, leaving salt at the bottom…”

1. What type of resources did the Indians of Cayas have?

2. Draw a picture of the way in which the Indians of Cayas took salt from the land.

Primary Source Excerpt #2

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

“On Wednesday…[de Soto] entered Pacaha, and took quarters in the town where the cacique
 was accustomed to reside.  It was enclosed and very large.  In the towers and the palisade were many loopholes.  There was much dry maize, and the new [maize] was in great quantity, throughout the fields.  At the distance…were large towns, all of them surrounded with stockades.

Where the Governor
 stayed was a great lake, near to the enclosure, and the water entered a ditch that well-nigh went around the town.  From the River Grande
 to the lake was a canal, through which the fish came into it, where the Chief kept them for his eating.”

3. What resources did the Indians of Pacaha have?

4. Draw a picture of what you think this settlement looked like.  Include the buildings and the canal from the river.

5. Find Pacaha on the map and underline or highlight it.

Primary Source Excerpt #3

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

“As it became known that he [de Soto] had reached there [Tula], the inhabitants were summoned
;  and as they gathered by fifteen and twenty at a time, they would come to attack the Christians.
  Finding that they were sharply  handled, and that in running the horses would overtake them, they got upon the housetops, where they defended themselves with their bows and arrows.  When beaten off from one roof, they would get up on to another; and the Christians while going after some, others would attack them from an opposite direction.  The struggle lasted so long that the horses, becoming tired, could not be made to run.  One horse was killed and others were wounded.  Of the Indians fifteen were slain, and forty women and boys made prisoners; for to no one who could draw a bow and could be reached was his life spared him.”

6. What happened when the de Soto expedition reached Tula?

7. Why do you think the Indians reacted this way?

8. Would you have reacted like the Indians at Tula, or would you have shared your maize and resources?  Explain.

Primary Source Excerpt #4

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

[At Tula, after a battle between the expedition and the Indians]

“Some Christians
 and some horses were injured.  Many of the Indians were killed.


Of those made captive, the governor
 sent six to the cacique,
 their right hands and their noses cut off, with the message, that, if he [the cacique] did not come to him [de Soto] to apologize and render
 obedience, he [de Soto] would go in pursuit
…


He allowed him [the cacique] three days in which to appear, making himself understood by signs, in the best manner possible, for want of an interpreter.
  At the end of that time an Indian, bearing a back-load of cow-skins from the cacique, arrived, weeping with great sobs, and coming to where Governor de Soto was, threw himself at de Soto’s feet….

9. Why was de Soto so cruel to the Indians at Tula?

10. The account says that de Soto communicated his instructions in signs, since there was no interpreter.  Within your group, act out how you would show with signs that the cacique of Tula should apologize and show obedience to de Soto.

Primary Source Excerpt #5

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

[At Autiamque] “They found in store much maize, also beans, walnuts, and dried native fruits in large quantities.  Some Indians were taken while while gathering up their clothing, having already carried away their wives.
  The country was level and very populous.  Governor de Soto lodged in the best portion of the town, and ordered a fence immediately to be put up about the encampment, away from the houses, that the Indians on the outside might do no injury with fire.


[The expedition]…stayed three months in Autiamque, enjoying the greatest plenty of maize, beans, walnuts, and dried native fruits; also rabbits, which they had never had ingenuity enough to ensnare until the Indians there taught them.

11. How did de Soto’s expedition support themselves while traveling through the country?

12. How do you think this affected the Indians at Autiamque and in other settlements?

13. Why would the expedition take prisoners?

14. Find Autiamque on the map and highlight or underline it.

Primary Source Excerpt #6

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

[At Autiamque] “The general and his captains saw the village, which was large and had good houses containing plenty of food.  It was situated on a fine plain with two streams on either side of it that had plenty of grass for the horses, and seeing that it was enclosed with a wall, decided to winter there…

It snowed hard during that winter in this province, when there was an interval of a month and a half in which they could not go out into the country because of the deep snow.”

“Here we spent the winter.  There were such great snows and cold weather that we thought we were dead men.  In this town died the Christian who had been one of Narvaez’s men, whom we had found in the land and taken along as interpreter…We left from here at the beginning of March, since it appeared to us the fury of the cold weather had abated, and we traveled downstream, where we found other well-populated provinces with a quantity of supplies…”

15. Imagine that you are one of de Soto’s men or an Indian at Autiamque.  Describe a day in your life during the winter of 1541-1542.

16. What questions do you have about how the Spaniards and Indians survived during the cold winter in such conditions?

Primary Source Excerpt #7

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

[At Anilco] “An Indian came to the camp, accompanied by others, and in the chief’s name presented Governor de Soto with a blanket of skins and a string of pearl beads…He promised to return two days later, but he never did.  On the other hand, Indians came in canoes at night and carried off all the corn they could and set up their huts on the other side of the river in the thickest part of the forest.
  The governor, on seeing that the Indian did not come back at the promised time, ordered an ambush to be made on some storage containers in the swamp, [from which] the Indians came for the corn…

Two Indians were captured there, who told the governor that the man who came to visit them was not the chief, but one sent…to find out whether the Christians
 were off their guard, and whether they planned to settle in that region or go on farther.  So the governor sent a captain across the river with soldiers, but on crossing they were discovered by the Indians, and for that reason, the captain could not capture more than 10 or 12 Indians, men and women, with whom he returned to the camp.”

17. Why do you think the Indian did not return meet de Soto like he had promised?

18. Describe the different ways in which the Indians at Anilco responded to the Spanish coming into their territory.

19. Find Anilco on the map and highlight or underline it.

Primary Source Excerpt #8

The DeSoto Expedition in Arkansas

“The Governor
 realized within himself that the hour had come in which he must leave his present life.  He had the royal officials summoned, and the captains and principal persons.  To them he gave a talk, saying that he was about to die…The next day, May 21, 1542, died the magnanimous,
 virtuous, and courageous captain, Don Hernando de Soto, Governor of Cuba, and ruler of Florida…A considerable quantity of sand was placed with the blankets in which he was shrouded, and he was taken in a canoe and cast into the middle of the river.”

“He left Luis de Moscoso appointed as General.  We officers decided that since we could find no road to the sea, we should head west and that it could be that we might be able to get out by land to Mexico, if we did not find anything else in the land or any place to halt…”

20. Who do you think wrote this source?  Why?

21. Would you describe Hernando de Soto as great, virtuous, and courageous?  Why or why not?

22. Why do you think de Soto’s body was placed in a canoe on the river?

23. What things were the Spanish looking for?
What happens when cultures meet?








� stayed


� became healthier


� members of de Soto’s expedition


� chief


� de Soto


� Mississippi


� called


� de Soto’s expedition members


� members of the de Soto expedition


� de Soto


� Indian chief of Tula


� give


� de Soto’s expedition would chase after the leader if he didn’t appear on his own


� Since there was no interpreter, all of this had to be communicated with gestures.


� The Spaniards took the men prisoners; they had already taken some women prisoner.


� The Spaniards were afraid that the uncaptured Indians might set the Spanish camp on fire.


� The Spaniards couldn’t trap the rabbits for food until the Indians taught them how.


� Juan Ortiz was taken by the de Soto expedition from Florida, where he had been left after the shipwrecked Narvaez expedition.  Because he learned languages of Indians in Florida, he was often able to translate messages in combination with several native interpreters into Spanish.


� The Spanish could not use their horses effectively in the thick forest.


� Members of the De Soto expedition


� Hernando de Soto


� great
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