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Course Focus and Content
Psychology is a social studies elective course that introduces students to the science of behavior and mental processes. It includes an overview of the history of psychology as well as an opportunity to study individual and social psychology and how the knowledge and methods of psychologists are applied to the solution of human problems. The content of this course includes human development; biological bases of behavior; sensation and perception; learning, memory, and cognition; behavior patterns; and psychological disorders and their treatments. 

Skills and Application
Throughout the course, students will develop and apply disciplinary literacy skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening. As students seek answers to compelling and supporting questions, they will examine a variety of primary and secondary sources and communicate responses in multiple ways, including oral, visual, and written forms. Students must be able to select and evaluate sources of information, draw and build upon ideas, explore issues, examine data, and analyze events from the full range of human experience to develop critical thinking skills essential for productive citizens. Psychology does not need Arkansas Department of Education approval. 

The acquisition of content knowledge and skills is paramount in a robust social studies program rooted in inquiry. The chart below summarizes social studies practices in Dimensions 1, 3, and 4 of The College, Career, & Civic Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards. These practices should be addressed throughout Grades K-12, building as students acquire the skills. Dimension 2 sets forth the conceptual content, and the alignment to this dimension is embedded in the student learning expectations (SLEs).

	Dimension 1 – Questions
	Dimension 3 – Sources and Evidence
	Dimension 4 – Communicating Ideas

	1. Construct compelling questions that promote inquiry around key ideas and issues
	4. Gather relevant information from multiple perspectives and a variety of sources; evaluate the credibility of the source by determining its relevance and intended use
	6. Construct arguments and explanations that convey ideas and perspectives to appropriate audiences using print, oral, and digital technologies

	2. Develop supporting questions that contribute to inquiry: identifying facts, concepts, and interpretations 

	5. Use evidence from multiple sources to answer compelling and supporting questions by developing arguments with claims and counterclaims and providing explanations
	7. Critique the credibility, relevance, and use of evidence in arguments and explanations proposed by self and others

	3. Answer compelling and supporting questions using appropriate and available sources that consider multiple points of view
	
	8. Use disciplinary lenses within the social sciences to understand local, regional, and global problems, proposing solutions or assessing strategies and options for action while applying deliberative processes

	Engage in disciplinary thinking across the social sciences in Grades K-12
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	Strand
	Content Standard

	Perspectives and Research
	

	
	1. Students will analyze the evolving nature of psychology as a social science.

	
	2. Students will analyze the methods and measurements used to study behavior and mental processes.

	Biology and Behaviors
	

	
	3. Students will evaluate the behaviors related to sensation, perception, and consciousness.

	
	4. Students will analyze how biology influences psychology.

	Conditioning, Learning, and Cognition
	

	
	5. Students will analyze cognitive, moral, and social development throughout the human lifespan.

	Dysfunctional Behaviors
	

	
	6. Students will evaluate the impact of psychological disorders.



Notes: 
1. Common Core State Standards (CCSS ELA-Literacy alignment) key, CCRA.R.1 = College and Career Ready Anchor Standard.Reading.1
2. College, Career, & Civic Life C3 Framework for Social Studies State Standards (C3 alignment) key, D2.His.1.9-12 = Dimension 2.History. 1st K-12 Pathway. Grades 9-12 
3. The course strands, content standards, and the SLEs are not meant to be taught in chronological order or in isolation.
4. The Arkansas Department of Education course curriculum framework is intended to assist in district curriculum development, unit design, and to provide a uniform, comprehensive guide for instruction. It is not intended to be a state-mandated curriculum for how and when content is taught; these decisions are left to local districts.
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Strand: Perspectives and Research
	Content Standard 1: Students will analyze the evolving nature of psychology as a social science.		 

	
	
	CCSS ELA-Literacy Alignment
	C3 Alignment

	PR.1.P.1
	Analyze developments in the field of psychology

	CCRA.R.1, 3, 7
CCRA.W.7, 9

	D2.Psy.3.9-12

	PR.1.P.2
	Compare and contrast contemporary perspectives used by psychologists

	CCRA.R.1, 7
CCRA.W.2, 7
CCRA.SL.1, 2, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.2, 3.9-12






Strand: Perspectives and Research
	Content Standard 2: Students will analyze the methods and measurements used to study behavior and mental processes. 

	
	
	CCSS ELA-Literacy Alignment
	C3 Alignment

	PR.2.P.1
	Analyze methods for collecting data in the field of psychology
	CCRA.R.1, 3
CCRA.W.8
CCRA.SL.5
CCRA.L.6

	D1.2.9-12
D2.Psy.1, 5, 6.9-12


	PR.2.P.2
	Evaluate the impact of American Psychological Association (APA) and federal guidelines on the ethical treatment of human and nonhuman research participants 

	CCRA.R.1, 8
CCRA.W.7, 9
CCRA.SL. 1, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.4.9-12
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Key: PR.1.P.1 = Perspectives and Research.Standard 1.Psychology.1st Student Learning Expectation
Strand: Biology and Behaviors
Content Standard 3: Students will evaluate the behaviors related to sensation, perception, and consciousness. 

	
	
	CCSS ELA-Literacy Alignment
	C3 Alignment

	BB.3.P.1
	Analyze how the processes of sensation and perception influence experiences and expectations in one’s environment

	CCRA.R.1, 3 CCRA.W.8, 9
CCRA.SL.1, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.8, 10.9-12


	BB.3.P.2
	Compare and contrast different stages of consciousness

	CCRA.R.1, 3
CCRA.W.7
CCRA.SL.1, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.22.9-12





Strand: Biology and Behaviors
	Content Standard 4: Students will analyze how biology influences psychology. 

	
	
	CCSS ELA-Literacy Alignment
	C3 Alignment

	BB.4.P.1
	Explain the effects of the brain, nervous system, and endocrine system on behavior

	CCRA.R.1, 3, 7
CCRA.W.2, 7, 9
CCRA.SL.1, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.9.9-12

	BB.4.P.2
	Analyze interactions between biological factors and life experiences and their influences on behavior
	CCRA.R.1, 3, 7
CCRA.W.7, 9
CCRA.SL.1, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.10.9-12
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Key: BB.3.P.1 = Biology and Behaviors.Standard 3.Psychology.1st Student Learning Expectation
Strand: Conditioning, Learning, and Cognition
	Content Standard 5: Students will analyze cognitive, moral, and social development throughout the human lifespan. 

	
	
	CCSS ELA-Literacy Alignment
	C3 Alignment

	CLC.5.P.1
	Explain how lifespan development influences behavior and human interactions

	CCRA.R.1, 3, 7
CCRA.W.2, 7, 9
CCRA.SL.1, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.12.9-12


	CLC.5.P.2

	Evaluate the methods of conditioning and learning theories
	CCRA.R.1, 3
CCRA.W.8
CCRA.SL.5
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.8, 9.9-12
D3.1.9-12

	CLC.5.P.3
	Evaluate biological processes and disorders associated with memory

	CCRA.R.1, 3
CCRA.W.7, 8
CCRA.SL.1, 4, 5
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.9, 11.9-12

	CLC.5.P.4
	Analyze the development of intelligence
	CCRA.R.1, 3
CCRA.W.7, 9
CCRA.SL.4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.11.9-12
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Key: CLC.5.P.1 = Conditioning, Learning, and Cognition.Standard 5.Psychology.1st Student Learning Expectation
Strand: Dysfunctional Behaviors
	Content Standard 6: Students will evaluate the impact of psychological disorders.	

	
	
	CCSS ELA-Literacy Alignment
	C3 Alignment

	DB.6.P.1
	Compare and contrast various psychological disorders and treatments

	CCRA.R.1, 3, 7
CCRA.W.2, 7, 8
CCRA.SL.2, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D1.5.9-12
D2.Psy.2, 8, 13.9-12

	DB.6.P.2
	Analyze various effects of psychological disorders on the individual, family, and society from multiple perspectives
	CCRA.R.1, 7, 8
CCRA.W.1, 7, 8, 9
CCRA.SL.2, 4
CCRA.L.6

	D2.Psy.9.9-12
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Key: DB.6.P.1 = Dysfunctional Behaviors.Standard 6.Psychology.1st Student Learning Expectation
Contributors

The following people contributed to the development of this document:

	Lacey Alkire – Fayetteville School District
	Debbie Kamps – Highland School District

	Laura Beth Arnold – Little Rock School District
	Bennie Lard – Hope School District

	Nathan Andrew	Bagley – Phillips County Community College, Helena
	Jan Loyd – Cabot School District

	Cindy Beckman – Conway School District
	Dr. Kristen Dutcher-Mann – University of Arkansas at Little Rock

	Kris Bertelsen – Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis, Little Rock Branch
	Marsha Masters – Economics Arkansas

	Dr. Kay Bland – Butler Center for Arkansas Studies 
	Lisa McGriff – Star City School District

	Ruth Brown – Marvel School District
	Toney McMurray – Alma School District

	Lisa Byrum – Pulaski County Special School District
	Shannon Neumeier – North Little Rock School District

	Kelli Castleberry – Camden Fairview School District
	Kari Nichols Henard – Bryant School District

	Barbara Clements – Marion School District
	Martha Pelley – Cedar Ridge School District

	Napoleon Cross – Lafayette County School District
	Lindsey Phillips – Rogers School District

	Teddy Davis – Arkansas State University, Beebe
	Carmen Walker-Pierce – Little Rock School District 

	Debra Ewing-Hight – Bentonville School District
	Judy Pierce – Benton School District

	Georgia Fletcher – Russellville School District
	Don Porter – Little Rock School District

	David Freligh – Forrest City School District
	Sarah Pugh – Bentonville School District

	Lantha Garmrath – Paragould School District
	Steven Quoss – Warren School District

	Sue Geery – Norfork School District 
	Julie Roark – Nettleton School District

	Angie Goodding – Monticello School District
	Jason Sanders – El Dorado School District

	Ron Graham – Drew Central School District
	Joy Spivey – Deer/Mt. Judea School District

	Willie Gulley – Dollarway School District
	Linda Thrasher – Mountain Home School District

	Bailey Hendricks – Searcy School District
	John Traband – Hampton School District

	Schula Holley – Little Rock School District
	Karen Trusty – Paris School District

	Nancy Hull – Fountain Lake School District
	Cathy Tucker – Lake Hamilton School District

	Dr. Margie Hunter – West Memphis School District
	Shelina Warren – Pine Bluff School District

	Anthony Jackson – Fordyce School District
	James Washington – Arkansas Consolidated School District

	Ashley Jackson – Dumas School District
	Barry Watkins – Bay School District 

	Carmen Jones – Malvern School District
	Vickie Yates – Virtual Arkansas

	Dr. Cherisse Jones-Branch – Arkansas State University, Jonesboro
	



7
Psychology: Contributors
Social Studies Curriculum Framework
Arkansas Department of Education
Revised 2014
