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Videoconference Objectives
• To review the framework revision process
• To introduce the newly revised 

frameworks for Foreign Languages grades 
K-8 and High School Courses

• To review the design and format of the 
revised framework

• To review the curriculum flow from grade 
level to grade level and grade-specific 
frameworks



Framework Revision Process
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Purpose of Framework 
Revision Process

• Examine national and state world 
languages standards

• Ensure specific elements of the framework 
document are included in the revision 
process

• Develop within each strand grade-by-
grade standards

• Determine the strands and provide clear 
student learning expectations



2/26/2008 5

Examination of Specific Elements
• Content Coverage
• Rigor
• Developmental Appropriateness and 

Progression
• Level of Specificity
• Clarity
• Coherence
• Alignment with Recognized 

Standards



2/26/2008 6

Revision Process 
Requirements by Arkansas Law

• Review content standards from across the 
nation and international levels

• Use and evaluate national groups and 
organization reports (i.e., ACTFL)

• Committee composition:  teachers, 
administrators, specialists, and higher 
education faculty 

• Names and Institution Affiliation at the end 
of the K-8 Framework



Framework Committee Goals
•Incorporate Survey Results

•Analyze Reports on Arkansas 
Standards

•Read and Discuss Related 
Research and Resource Materials

•Incorporate Legislation
•Review Content Strands
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Incorporate Survey Results

• Surveys from Business Leaders

• Surveys from University and College 
Departments of Foreign Languages

• Surveys from K-12 Teachers, 
Specialists, and Administrators



Foreign Languages Revision 
Committee Composition

Elementary Teachers
Middle/Junior High Teachers

Secondary/High School Teachers 
Administrators, Specialists

Higher Education Professors
from across Arkansas

*Total of 40 committee members*
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Revision Committee Tasks

Committee Meetings 
20 days total (summer and fall 2007)

Reviewed Expert Consultant reports
Examined materials, data,  surveys, 
reports, other state frameworks, 
international standards, and state 
initiatives



Final Revised Foreign Language 
Curriculum Framework 

Documents (2007)
Approved by the State Board of 
Education in December 2007 for 

implementation starting in fall 2008
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Final Revised Foreign Languages 
Curriculum Framework Documents 

• K-8 Framework Documents
– Foreign Language Experiences
– Foreign Language Acquisition*

• High School Foreign Language Courses
– Modern Languages (French, German, Spanish, 

Spanish for Native Speakers)
– Classical Language (Latin)
– Nontraditional Languages (Chinese, Japanese)



Navigating the ADE Web Site

How to Find the Arkansas 
Curriculum Frameworks and 

the New Foreign Language 
Education Web Page
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Teacher Shortages

urriculum
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Revision Cycle

HS Courses at 5-8

Curriculum Frameworks
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K-8 
2 High School 

Courses 
Experie

Acquisi



K-8 Foreign Language Curriculum 
Framework Documents

•K-8 Foreign Language Experiences
•K-8 Foreign Language Acquisition
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K-8 Experiences Framework
Strands and Content Standards

1. Contributions. 
• Linguistic and Cultural Contributions:  Students shall recognize 

linguistic and cultural contributions from diverse societies.
2. Cultures
• Practices: Students shall demonstrate an understanding of diverse 

cultural practices and perspectives.
• Products: Students shall demonstrate an understanding of diverse 

cultural products and perspectives.
3. Connections
• Multicultural Connections: Students shall develop connections to

diverse languages and cultures.
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K-8 Foreign Language Experiences
The K-8 Foreign Language Experiences 

Curriculum Framework supports instruction for 
K-8 students in the area of foreign language 
experiences as required by the Arkansas 
Standards for Accreditation. 

http://www.arkansased.org/rules/pdf/current/ade_2
82_standards_1107_current.pdf
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Arkansas Standards for Accreditation
9.03.2  GRADES K-4

9.03.2.3   Social Studies
• History and culture of Arkansas (a unit 

at each grade level with emphasis at 
grade 4), the nation, and the world 
(including foreign language experiences)

• Geography
• Economics
• Civic education
• Social sciences processes and skills
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Arkansas Standards for Accreditation 
9.03.3  GRADES 5-8

9.03.3.4  Social Studies
• Geography
• Economics
• Civic education
• History and culture of Arkansas (a unit at grades 

5 and 6, with emphasis at grade 5), the nation, 
and the world (including foreign language 
experiences)



2/26/2008 23

K-8 Foreign Language Acquisition*

• Sliding language proficiency scale for schools that offer 
foreign language education classes 

• Licensed foreign language teacher
• Schools offering foreign language education at the K-8 

level shall follow the K-8 Foreign Language Acquisition 
Curriculum Framework.

• Communication Strand to the Cultures and 
Connections Strands of the K-8 Foreign Language 
Experiences Curriculum Framework 

• Supports instruction for K-8 students in the area of 
foreign language experiences as required by the 
Arkansas Standards for Accreditation. 



High School Foreign Language Courses

Traditional Foreign Languages
Nontraditional Foreign Languages

Classical Language
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High School Courses
• Chinese I-IV
• French I-IV
• German I-IV
• Japanese I-IV
• Latin I-II
• Spanish I-IV
• Spanish for Native Speakers I-III



Navigating a Curriculum 
Framework Document

Strands
Content Standard Statements

Student Learning Expectations
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High School Course Organization
Course Title: Chinese I
Course/Unit Credit:  1
Course Number:
Teacher Licensure:  Secondary Chinese
Grades: 9-12
Chinese I

Chinese I stresses correct pronunciation, aural comprehension, and simple 
speaking ability.  As communication skills develop, the course includes 
additional vocabulary and basic grammar necessary for limited reading and 
writing.  The course is defined by the content standards of the Arkansas 
Foreign Language Curriculum Framework for Chinese I and includes
applications, problem solving, higher-order thinking skills, and performance-
based, open-ended assessments with rubrics. Two years of the same foreign 
language is required by the Standards for Accreditation to be taught in 
Arkansas public high schools.  Chinese I may be used to partially fulfill this 
requirement.  Arkansas Department of Education approval is not required.
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Standard Statement

4 
trands

Student Learnin
Expectations

Spanish for Native Speaker
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Student Learning Expectations
Strand: Communication
Standard 1:  Students shall process oral, written, 

and/or visual messages in standard Spanish
(interpretive).

CMC.1.SNSI.1 
CMC=Communication Strand
1=Strand I
SNSI=Spanish for Native Speakers I
1=Student Learning Expectation #1



In Summary

FAQs
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• All courses shall be aligned with the appropriate 
revised Framework documents starting fall 2008.

• No approval is required for courses for which 
there is a Curriculum Framework.

• All high school level courses taught at grades 5-8 
require approval using the appropriate form.

• All distance learning courses shall be aligned 
with state standards and may require approval.

• Contact Christopher Barnes for additional
information regarding course approvals and 
course numbers.
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Arkansas Department of Education
Curriculum, Assessment, & Research

For additional information, contact:

Dr. Ellen Treadway

ellen.treadway@arkansas.gov

(501) 682-4252
ADE Foreign Language Education Web Page:

http://www.arkansased.org/teachers/frameworks_fl.html
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