
 

 

 
 
Subject: Message #86: New EQuIP Call to Action Seeks High-Quality Materials Aligned to the 
Common Core 
Date: February 4, 2014 
To: ccss@list.state.ar.us  
From: Arkansas Department of Education Curriculum and Instruction Unit 
 
Dear Arkansas Educators: 
 
Achieve today announced a call to action for educators to submit high-quality units 
aligned to the Common Core State Standards (CCSS). As part of an effort to study and 
strengthen resources to meet teachers' needs, Achieve partnered with Student 
Achievement Partners and a group of education content experts to identify a number of 
K-8 high priority standards in English Language Arts (ELA) / literacy and in 
mathematics for which the need for high-quality and aligned instructional materials is 
particularly critical.  
 
"As teachers have worked diligently to implement the Common Core in their 
classrooms, we have heard their need for quality instructional materials that will enable 
them to help all students," said Alissa Peltzman, Vice President of State Policy and 
Implementation Support at Achieve. "Educators represent an incredible wealth of 
knowledge and experience; the identification and dissemination of high-quality units 
they've designed benefits the entire educator community. One of the hallmarks of 
EQuIP has been the ongoing commitment to building capacity and elevating the 
expertise of educators.”  
 
As part of Achieve's Educators Evaluating the Quality of Instructional Products (EQuIP) 
initiative, units will be evaluated for quality and alignment to the specified standards by 
a panel of peer reviewers representing more than 1,000 years of teaching expertise.  
 
Developers of units submitted through this process, aligned to the high priority 
standards, and identified as Exemplars by the EQuIP quality review process will 
receive an award of $1,500 as well as wide dissemination and recognition of their 
efforts. All Exemplar units will be made freely available for download and use by 

 
Please share this information with others that might be interested. Thank you for serving the students of Arkansas. 

 
Arkansas Department of Education 
Learning Services Division 
Curriculum and Instruction Section 
Director: Stacy Smith  
(501) 682-7442    

 
To be added to the ADE CCSS ListServ please send your name, e-mail address, and district name to ADE.CandI@arkansas.gov. 
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educators across the country.  
 
The submission process is open to everyone. The developers of successful 
submissions will possess deep understanding of the instructional shifts found in the 
CCSS, instructional materials development experience, and content area expertise.  
 
Interested individuals or organizations must register and submit materials online at 
http://lessons.achieve.org. There will be two review cycles through which prizes will be 
awarded; the first deadline for submitting units is March 20, 2015 and the second is 
June 3, 2015. Full details about the submission process are available in the call to 
action.  
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
  
About Achieve 
  
Achieve is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit education reform organization 
dedicated to working with states to raise academic standards and graduation 
requirements, improve assessments, and strengthen accountability. For more 
information about the work of Achieve, visit www.achieve.org.   
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