Subject: [CCSS] Message #41: Public Comment Sought on the PARCC Draft Accommodations Policies
Date: Tuesday, January 22, 2013 12:07:13 PM Central Standard Time

From:
To:

Dear Arkansas educator:

Please read the press release below from PARCC requesting input on the
DRAFT Accommodations policies.

Thank you for serving the students of Arkansas! Want to be added to the
ADE CCSS ListServ? If so, please send your
name, e-mail address and district name to abby.cress@arkansas.gov
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PARCC Releases Draft Accommodations Policies for Public Comment

WASHINGTON - January 16, 2013 - The Partnership for Assessment of
Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC)

released two draft accommodations policies for public comment, the reading
access accommodation and the

calculator use accommodation.

In addition to allowing a full array of testing accommodations on
summative tests, PARCC is proposing two

accommodations that will expand access to its tests to an even wider range
of students with disabilities.

First, the reading access accommodation will allow the passages, test
items and answer choices on the

English language arts/literacy assessment to be read to students who have
a disability that prevents them from

accessing printed text or has not yet learned braille.

Also, the calculator policy will allow students who do not have the

ability to calculate single digit numbers the

use of a calculator for all items on the math assessment except those that
measure fluency, as fluency is a skill required by the standards

in some early grades. Both accommodations will have specific eligibility
criteria and will be limited to students who meet these criteria.

Once feedback is provided on these policies, they will be included in a
larger policy that details all accommodations provided
to students with disabilities and English language learners.

"These policies were developed based on wide-spread input from states and
experts," said Tamara Reavis, Senior Adviser for
Assessment Accessibility and Equity. "Common accommodations will increase
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equitable access, fidelity of implementation, and comparability
across PARCC states."

The public review period allows for feedback from a wide group of
stakeholders, including K-12 educators, curriculum and
assessment experts, and national groups or organizations.

Trinell Bowman, who chairs the PARCC working group on Accessibility,
Accommodation and Fairness, said the policies were

driven by what is expected of students in the Common Core State Standards
and the claims of the PARCC summative assessments.

"These eligibility criteria will require all schools to address a

student's need through research based interventions and IEP goals, and
these accommodations will give students a greater opportunity to show what
they know and able to do on these assessments,"

said Bowman, Program Manager with the Maryland State Department of
Education.

From January 16, 2013 until February 4, 2013, the draft accommodations
policies are posted on the PARCC website.

Interested parties can provide feedback through a survey posted on the
PARCC website answering questions specific to each policy.
http://www.parcconline.org/open-policies-public-comment

All feedback will be reviewed by Achieve and the working group for
Accessibility, Accommodation and Fairness and revisions

will be made accordingly. Also, a determination to allow these
accommodations and include them in the overall policy or not allow these
accommodations will be made based on feedback collected.

This is the first set of accommodation policies PARCC will release for
public comment. An additional policy for the writing access

policy will be released for public comment in early February, 2013, and
the entire PARCC accommodation policy manual will be

made available for public comment in April, 2013.

For more information or to view the policies, visit
http://www.parcconline.org

HitH
About PARCC

PARCC is an alliance of states working together to develop common
assessments serving nearly 25 million students.

PARCC's work is funded through a four-year, $185 million dollar grant

from the U.S. Department of Education.

Partners include over 700 higher education institutions and systems
representing hundreds of campuses across the country that will help
develop the

high school component of the new assessment - and then put it to good use
as an indicator of student readiness.
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PARCC is led by its member states and managed by Achieve, a nonprofit
group with a 15-year track record of working with states to improve student
achievement by aligning K-12 education policies with the expectations of
employers and the postsecondary community.

PARCC's ultimate goal is to make sure all students graduate from high
school college- and career-ready. For more information, visit
www.parcconline.org <http://www.parcconline.org>

Arkansas Department of Education
Learning Services Division
Curriculum and Instruction Section
Director: Dr. Tracy Tucker

(501) 682-7442
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