Dear Arkansas Educator:
Recently, several new resources have been made available for the public: 
· Item prototypes for English language arts/literacy and mathematics 

· Revised Model Content Frameworks, English Language Arts/Literacy, Grades 3-11
· Revised Model Content Frameworks, Mathematics, Grades 3-11
· Supplemental Information for Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy: New Research on Text Complexity
· Revised Publishers’ Criteria for ELA/Literacy, Grades K-2
· Revised Publishers’ Criteria for ELA/Literacy, Grades 3-12
· New K-8 Publishers’ Criteria for Mathematics
· Revised Arkansas Big Shifts for ELA/Literacy
On August 20, PARCC released a small sample of item prototypes and revised Model Content Frameworks for the public.  The news release statement can be accessed on the PARCC Website at http://www.parcconline.org/initial-set-test-items-and-task-prototypes-released.  The direct link to the item prototypes is http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes. The revised Model Content Frameworks for ELA/Literacy and the revised Model Content Frameworks for Mathematics include online versions with capability to search key words and phrases (ELA/Literacy) as well as links to referenced CCSS standards.  The revised MCF for Mathematics also includes “a revised high school section that provides assessment guidance for Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II and Mathematics I, Math II, Math III.”  Both Model Content Frameworks may be accessed on the PARCC Website at http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-model-content-frameworks. 
On the Common Core State Standards Website, under Resources (http://corestandards.org/resources), four new documents have been added to assist ELA/literacy and mathematics educators in the transition to CCSS. A new ELA/Literacy document for determining text complexity, Supplemental Information for Appendix A of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy: New Research on Text Complexity, provides the latest information and research to assist educators in placing texts within appropriate grade bands.  The direct link to the document is http://corestandards.org/assets/E0813_Appendix_A_New_Research_on_Text_Complexity.pdf . The Publishers’ Criteria for ELA/Literacy, Grades K-2 and the Publishers’ Criteria for ELA/Literacy, Grades 3-12 were revised this spring.  The direct link to the revised Publishers’ Criteria, Grades K-2 is http://corestandards.org/assets/Publishers_Criteria_for_K-2.pdf; the direct link to the revised Publishers’ Criteria, Grades 3-12 is http://corestandards.org/assets/Publishers_Criteria_for_3-12.pdf.  In July, the K-8 Publishers’ Criteria for Mathematics was made available and can be directly accessed at http://corestandards.org/assets/Math_Publishers_Criteria_K-8_Summer%202012_FINAL.pdf.  
The ADE has revised the Big Shifts in ELA/Literacy to correspond with changes in the revised Model Content Frameworks and Publishers’ Criteria for ELA/Literacy.  The revised Big Shifts in ELA/Literacy is available at http://ccssarkansas.pbworks.com/w/file/58478003/Big%20Shifts%209-4-12--Dana.docx. 

