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Arkansas Science Curriculum Frameworks  

· Access on the ADE website at http://arkansased.org/educators/curriculum/frameworks.html#science.
· Revision scheduled for 2011 was postponed. 
· Required to be taught by all Arkansas school districts until new science standards are adopted by the Arkansas State Board of Education. 
· Grades 5 and 7 Benchmark and EOC Biology assessments aligned to the current Arkansas Science Curriculum Frameworks remain in place. 

Common Core State Standards for Math and Literacy (CCSS)
· Access the CCSS for Math and Literacy, implementation plan, and related information on the ADE website at http://arkansased.org/educators/curriculum/common_core.html.
· Literacy CCSS include science reading and writing standards and do not replace current science content standards.

A Framework for K-12 Science Education; Practices, Crosscutting Concepts, and Core Ideas 
· Guiding research document for the development of science content standards.
· Released by the National Research Council (NRC) in July 2011 and available as a free PDF at http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=13165. 

· NRC Framework recommends that science education in grades K-12 be built around these three dimensions:
1. Scientific and engineering practices

2. Crosscutting concepts that unify the study of science and engineering 

3. Core ideas in science
· The Vision of the Framework:

“Students, over multiple years of school, actively engage in science and engineering practices and apply crosscutting concepts to deepen their understanding of the core ideas in these fields.”
Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS)
· Arkansas is one of 26 lead states working in partnership with the National Research Council, the National Science Teachers Association, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and Achieve to develop the NGSS.  More information on the development process can be found at http://www.nextgenscience.org/.  

· The first Public Draft of the Next Generation Science Standards and a survey are expected in May and will be available at http://www.nextgenscience.org/ for three weeks.  Sign up at this site to receive email alerts during the development process.
· The second public draft of the NGSS is expected in Fall 2012, and the final standards will be released by Achieve in early 2013. 
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