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Summary of 1999 Legislative Changes to the Home School Law

The 1999 Arkansas legislature amended various sections of the Home School Law. The
amended sections of Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-503 and 6-15-504 cite changes in
dates for enrollment, waiting periods for withdrawing students and changes to the Waiver
form. Revisions in the law as enumerated by Act 1117 of 1999 also include the addition
of sections pertaining to disciplinary action and home school enrollment, and violation of
the Arkansas truancy law for failure to take the state mandated achievement tests.

Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-503 regarding prerequisites for home schools as amended
states that: parents or guardians desiring to provide a home school for their children must
give written notice to the superintendent of their local school district of their intent to
provide a home school for their child and sign a waiver acknowledging that the state of
Arkansas is not liable for the education of their child during the time that parent
chooses to home school.

Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-503 as amended states that parents or guardians who
desire to home school their child(ren) must enroll them by August 15 of each school
year or by December 15 to start home schooling for the second semester of the
school year or withdraws subject to the provisions of Arkansas Code 6-15-503,
section two (2) subsection (d) and (e). A fourteen (14) calendar day waiting period is
required to withdraw a child from a local school district. The fourteen (14) day waiting
period can be waived by the superintendent or local school board.

Parents moving into school districts during the school year have thirty (30) calendar
days instead of thirty (30) school days after establishing residency within the district to
file their Notice of Intent to Home School and Waiver forms.

Further revisions to Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-503 prohibit students under
disciplinary action for violating written school policy or excessive unexcused
absences from enrolling in home schools. The exception to this requirement gives the
superintendent or local school board the authority to release a child to enroll in a home
school. :

Arkansas Code Annotated 6-15-504 section three (3) subsection (e) places students
who refuse to participate in the required testing program in violation of the
applicable Arkansas laws regarding trnancy. This requirement does not apply to
parents who have enrolled their child(ren) in a public, private or parochial school within
thirty (30) days of the administration of the state mandated achievement tests.



DATA SOURCES

Parents or guardians are required to submit a Notice of Intent to Home School form to the
superintendent of their local school district if they plan to home school their child(ren).

A copy of these forms, as required by law, is sent to the Arkansas Department of
Education (ADE) for statistical purposes.

The information for this report was taken from the Notice of Intent to Home School
forms submitted to the Arkansas Department of Education (ADE) by the school districts.
Annual totals on the home school enrollment chart, with the exception of the 1998-99
school year, were taken from previous home school reports.



ACT 1117

"AN ACT TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE HOME-SCHOOL LAW."

Be It Enacted By The General Assembly Of The State Of Arkansas:
SECTION 1. Arkansas Code 6-15-503(a)(1)and (2) is amended to read as follows:

(a)(1) Parents or guardmns desiring to provide a home school for their children must give written
notice to the superintendent of their local school district of their intent to provide a home school for their

child and sign a waiver acknowledging that the State of Arkansas i is not Izable for the education of their
child during the time that parent chooses to home school:

(A) Atthe beginning of each school year but no later than August 15; or

(B) By December 15 for parems who decide to start home schooling at the beginning of
the spring semester; or

(C) Withdraws subject to the provisions of subsections (d) and (¢) of this section,
fourteen (14) calendar days prior to withdrawing the child from the local school district and at the
beginning of each school year thereafter. The superintendent or the local school board may waive the
fourteen (14) day waiting period.

(2) Parents or guardians moving into the school district during the school year must give written
notice to the superintendent of their local school district of their intent to provide a home schoo! for their
child and sign a waiver acknowledging that the State of Arkansas is not liable for the education of their
child during the time that parent chooses to home school within thirty (30) calendar days of establishing
residency within the district."

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code 6-15-503 is amended by adding the following:

(d) No public schooi student shall be eligible for enrollment in a home school if the student is

curren[iy under disciplinary action for viclation of any written school poh:.y including, but not limited 1o,
excessive unexcused absences.

{e) Public school students who are under disciplinary action by the local school district shall be
eligible for enrollment in a home school if:

(1) The superintendent or local school board chooses to allow the child to enroll in a
home school;

(2) The disciplinary action against the student has been completed or at the end of a
school semester, whichever occurs first; or

' (3) The student has been expelled,



SECTION 3. Arkansas § 6-15-504 is amended to read as follows:

"6-15-504. Homeschooled students - Achievement tests - Enrollment or reenrollment in local
schools. ’

(a) Each student enrolled in a home school program who is considered to be at a grade level. ar no
more than two (2) years beyond the normal age for the appropriate grade, for which the state mandates

norm-referenced tests for public schoo!l students shall be tested using a nationally recognized achievement
test selected by the State Board of Education.

(b)(1)(A) The administration of the tests required of homeschooled students shall be by the
directors of the education service cooperatives established under § 6-13-1001 et seq., or as otherwise
designated by the Department of Education. '

(B} For the purposes of this section, the superintendents of the Little Rock, North Little
Rock, and Pulaski County school districts shall act in lieu of an education service coaperative directar.

(2) The directors of the education service cooperatives shall establish a common set of
procedures, approved by the Director of the Department of Education, for the proper administration of the
tests required by this section.

(3) Such administration shall include purchasing the test materials, giving the tests,
scoring and interpretation of the tests, and reporting test results.

(c) The cost of testing required by this section shal] be the responsibility of the Department of
Education when the tests are administered by the directors of the education service cooperatives or other
Department of Education designees.

(d) Alternate testing procedures may be approved by the director of an education service
cooperative after consultation with the parents of a homeschooled student; provided, however, that any
costs associated with an alternate testing procedure shall be the responsibility of the parents.

(e) Any student that refuses to participate in the testing program required by this section shall be
subject to the applicable Arkansas laws regarding truancy. This section shall not be applicable to any parent
that can present written acknowledgement that their child has been enrolled in a public, private, or
parochial school within thirty (30) days of the administration of the state-mandated achievement tests.

(A(1) Each local school district shall have authority to assess any homeschooled student who
enrolls or reenrolls in the district in order to determine proper educational placement.

(2) The local school district shall utilize, among other means of assessment, the norm-
referenced test approved by the State Board of Education to assess the student and shall determine
placement in the appropriate grade level as indicated by the test results,

(g) Any homeschooled student who enrolls or reenrolls in a local school district must attend

classes for at least nine (9) months immediately prior to graduation before the student can become eligible
to receive a high school diploma from the district.” '

SECTION 4. Codification Clause.
SECTION 5. Severability Clause.
SECTION 6. Repealing Clause



ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
PROPOSED RULES AND REGULATIONS
FOR GOVERNING HOME SCHOOLS
Revised July 12, 1999

1.000  REGULATORY AUTHORITY

2.00

3.00

1.01  These regulations shall be known as Arkansas Department of Education
Regulations geverning Governing Home Schools.

1.02  These regulations are enacted pursuant to the State Board of Education’s authority
under Ark. Code Ann. § 6-15-501 through 507 Repk3993) (Supp. 1997). as
amended by Aet-522-0f1995-and-Aet-400-6£1997- Act 1117 of 1999.

PURPOSE

26+ It is the purpose of these regulations to set the reasonable guidelines for the
operation of Home Schools.

DEFINITIONS

For the purpose of these rules and regulations:

3.01

3.02

3.03

3.04

Fé&tl&e—pw?eses—e{l&tese%tﬂes-aﬂd{%ege&aﬁeﬁs; & A "home school" is a school

conducted primarily by parents or legal guardians for their own children.

For-the-purposes-ofthese-Rules-and-Regulations;a A "testing window" is an
established testing calendar as determined by the Arkansas Department of
Education. '

For-the-purposes-of-these-Rules-and Regulations; "alternate Alternate testing

procedures" refers to any testing date(s) and/or location(s) within the testing window
and approved by the education service cooperatives and Pulaski County school
districts for home school students.

For-the purposes-of these-Rules-andRegulations; "a A norm-referenced test (NRT)"

is any testing instrument required by state law, rule or regulation to measure the
performance/achievement of Arkansas students relative to the performance of the
achievement of students who comprise the norming or standardization group for a
particular commercial instrument.



3.05 Forthepurpeses-eftheseRules-andRegulationsren An “individualized education
program (IEP)” is a written record of decisions reached between parent/guardian and
school personnel jointly describing the educational program for a child with a
disability. ‘

3.06 Feorthepurposes-oftheseRulesand Regulations; "ewrent Current school year" is
the official period of time for pupil/teacher interaction within the school district
policy which follows the guidelines requirements in Ark. Code Ann, § 6-10-106
(Repl. 1993) (Uniform dates for beginning and ending a school year).

4.00 GENERAL

4.01 Under Arkansas law children between the ages of five (5) and seventeen (17),
inclusive in accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-201 (Supp. 1997). as amended
by Act 570 of 1999 (statute referencing the compulsory attendance age requirement)
must attend school.

4.02 Fer—t-he—pufpese-ef-the}s—Aet—e A parent/guardian who intends to home school a child
in accordance with Ark Code Arm § 6-18-201 |as ended[ must enroll the child in

a home school withi

shell-participate-in-the-required State-testing
program-et-the-requiredgradeevels: at the beginning of each school year but no

later than August 15 for the fall semester, or by December 15 for the spring
semester, or, subject to the provisions of Sections 4.03 and 4.04, fourteen (14)
calendar days prior to withdrawing. The superintendent or local school board may

waive the fourteen (14 ) day waiting period.

4.03  No public school student shall be eligible for enroliment in a home school if the
 student js currently under disciplinary action for violation of any written school

policy including, but not limited to, excessive unexcused absences. Exceptions to
this requirement are outlined in Section 4.04,

4.04__ Public school students who are under disciplinary action by the local school district
shall be eligible for enrollment in a home school if: :

4.04.1 the superintendent or local school board chooses to allow the child to enroll

in a home school;




5.00

4.04.2_the disciplinary action against the student has been completed or at the end

of a school semester, whichever occurs first: or

4.04.3 the student has been expelled.

4.035 Parent/guardian may elect for a child, who will not be kindergarten age in
accordance with Ark. Code Ann. § 6-18-201, [as amended], not to attend
kindergarten by filing a Kindergarten Waiver form with the local school district
office.

4.056 Home school students who enroll in a public, private or parochial school during the
time they are home schooling cannot re-enter home schooling until new Notice of
Intent and Waiver forms are completed and returned to the local school district.

4.067 Home school students who are in the required grade levels for which the state
mandates norm-referenced testing and who are no more than two (2) years beyond
the normal age for the required grade levels must take a standardized norm-
referenced test as identified by the Arkansas Department of Education, and the
results will be used for reporting purposes only.

4.08 Any student who refuses to participate in the required testing program shall be
subject to the applicable Arkansas laws regarding truancy. This Section shall not be
applicable to any parent that can present written acknowledgement that their child
has been enrolled in a public, private or parochial school within thirty (30) days of

the administration of the state-mandated tests.

4.072 Books, curricula or materials are not required to be furnished by the Arkansas
Department of edueation Education, local school district or education service
cooperative. It is the responsibility of the parent/guardian to purchase all books,
curricula or materials that they use in home schooling.

NOTICE OF INTENT

5.01 Parents or Guardians who plan to home school must file written notice by
completing and returning the printed current year Notice of Intent and Waiver forms
to the public school superintendent’s office of their local school district by August

15 for the beginning of each school year, by December 15 for the spring semester,
or, subject to the provisions of Sections 4.03 and 4,04, fourteen (14) calendar days
prior to withdrawing the child from the local school district during the school year.
Parents or guardians must sign a waiver acknowledging that the State of Arkansas is
not liable for the education of their child({ren) during the time that parent chooses to

home school. within-ten-{10)-days-of-or-before-the-first-day-of thecurrent school




varrertormes-withinten-( 0 aavs-of-or-peterethe besmmmins-etfthe
seheol-yearthereafier- _The Notice of Intent and Waiver forms are valid for the
entire school year if filed at the beginning of the school year or for the remainder of

the school year if filed during the school year. There are no exceptions to these filing
requirements except as outlined in 5.02.

5.02  Parents or guardians moving into a_school district during the school year must Asny

oy fn 2 B b Prtd T fo 33 S5-I HRO "= WL a0 - =t

the current year printed Notice of Intent and Waiver forms with their local public
school superintendent’s office within thirty (30) sehoeol calendar days of establishing
residency within the district.

5.03  The required Notice of Intent and Waiver forms must be the printed current year
forms obtained from your local superintendent’s office and must include the
following information for reporting and test administration purposes only:

5.03.18- The name, date of birth and grade level of each child and the name and
address of the public, private, home school or parochial school last
attended, if any, for each student.

5.03.2b- The location of the home school (your mailing address) and phone number.

5.03.3e- A brief description of the basic core curriculum to be used and the subjects
to be taught,

2.03.4d- Schedule of instruction to be followed (hours per day; days per week;
number of weeks).

5.03.5e- The education qualifications of the parent/guardian/teacher(s).

5.03.6£ Parents or guardians shall deliver written notice in person to the
superintendent of their local school district the first time such notice is
given.

6.00 TESTING REQUIRED ~ ACHIEVEMENT TESTS
6-0-ACHIEVEMENT-TESTS

6.01e- Test administration of home school students shall be under the direction of the
education service cooperatives and the Pulaski County school districts. Achievement
testing will be held during the testing window identified by the Arkansas
Department of Education.



9.00

10.00

8.03 Any home school student who re-enters a local school district must attend classes
for at least nine (9) months immediately prior to graduation before the student can
become eligible to receive a high school diploma from the local school district.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

9.01 By way of these regulations, it shall be the policy of the State Board of Education
that school districts provide a genuine opportunity (see 34 C.F.R. Sec. 76.651(a)) to
students who are home-schooled with disabilities, as defined in state regulations, to
access special education and related services from the district where they reside.
This policy is not to be construed as conferring the procedural protections and rights
under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to such
students and their parent/guardians.

9.02  Each student with disabilities in the required grades who participates in the norm-
referenced testing program shall, upon notification in the application for testing, be
eligible for any or all modifications allowed by the test procedures. The use of such
modifications will be approved by the educational services cooperative director or
his designee.

DRIVER’S PERMIT/LICENSE

16:6+ A student enrolled in a home school shall present proof of home schooling in the
form of a notarized copy of the Notice of Intent along with an application for an
instructional permit or drivers license. The parent/guardian has the responsibility of
providing the notarized copy. ‘

10
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ARKANSAS Home School Student Count by County

1998-99 School Year

COUNTY NUMBER OF STUDENTS COUNTY NUMBER OF STUDENTS
Arkansas 22 Quachita 65
Ashley 51 Perry 64
Baxter 149 Phillips 80
Benton 800 Pike 28
Boone 133 Poinsett 55
Bradley 35 Polk 63
Cathoun 11 Pope 301
Carrcll 153 Prairie 27
Chicot 19 Pulaski 1294
Clark 41 Randolph 70
Clay 32 Saline 320
Cleburne 86 Scott 37
Cleveland 38 Searcy 37
Columbia 52 Sebastian 383
Conway 66 Sevier 62
Craighead 260 Sharp 50
Crawford 239 St. Francis 109
Crittenden 82 Stone 80
Cross 49 Union 101
Dallas 18 Van Buren 71
Desha 17 Washington 663
Drew 17 White 445
Faulkner 364 Woodruff 15
Franklin 118 Yell 64
Fulton 30 STATE TOTAL 9252
Garland 254

Grant 66

Greene 92

Hempstead 39

Hot Spring 56

Howard 21

Independence 80

izard 7

Jackson 20

Jefferson 126

Johnson 108

Lafayette 10

Lawrence 60

Lee 27

Lincoln 68

Little River 30

Logan 82

Lonoke 225

Madison 105

Marion 54

Miller 118

Mississippi 69

Monroe 58

Montgomery 46

Nevada 20

Newton 45
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ARKANSAS Home School Student Count by District

1998-99 School Year

DISTRICT NUMBER OF STUDENTS DISTRICT NUMBER OF STUDENTS
Acorn 5 Crossett 36
Alma 49 Cushman 0
Alpena 22 Cutter-Momning Star 9
Alread 0 Danville 8
Altheimer Unified 3 Dardanelle 32
Altus-Denning 25 Decatur 13
Arkadelphia 41 Deer

Arkansas City ) Delaplaine 0
Armorel 0 Delight 3
Ashdown 15 Delta Special 5
Atkins 21 DeQueen 40
Augusta 0 Dermott 7
Bald Knob 24 DesArc 22
Barton-Lexa 8 DeValls Bluff 0
Batesville 35 DeWitt 23
Bauxite 14 Dierks 4
Bay 0 Dollarway 12
Bearden 0 Dover 66
Beebe 78 Drew Central 1
Benton 92 Dumas 8
Bentonville 192 Earle 7
Bergman 0 East End 39
Berryville 64 East Poinsett County 0
Biggers-Reyno 13 El Dorado 68
Bismarck 0 Elaine 15
Black Rock 12 Elkins 32
Blevins 9 Emerson 0
Blytheville 23 Emmet 0
Booneville 32 England 6
Bradford 8 Eudora 2
Bradley 4 Eureka Springs 54
Bright Star 0 Evening Shade 6
Brinkley 50 Farmington 29
Brookland 30 Fayetteville 171
Bryant 187 Flippin 27
Buifalo Island Cenitrs 11 Fordyce 10
Cabot 210 Foreman 15
Caddo Hills 14 Forrest City 75
Calico Rock 7 Fort Smith 266
Camden Fairview 59 Fouke 5
Carlisle 0 Fountain Hill 0
Carthage 0 Fountain Lake 33
Cave: City 32 Fourche Valley 8
Cedarville 41 Genoa Central 2
Centerpoint 17 Gentry 27
Charleston 14 Gillett 1
Clarendon 7 Glen Rose 11
Clarksviile 47 Gosneil 15
Clay County Centrai 5 Gould 0
Clinton 42 Grady 4
Concord 18 Gravette 56
Conway 166 Green Forest 35
Cord-Charlotte 0 Greenbrier 94
Corning 27 Greene County Tech 34
Cotter 7 Greenland 31
Cotton Plant 2 Greenwood 56
County Line 14 Gurdon 0
Crawfordsville 2 Guy-Perkins 9
Cross County 0 Hackett 0
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ARKANSAS Home School Student Count by District

1998-99 School Year

DISTRICT NUMBER OF STUDENTS DISTRICT NUMBER OF STUDENTS
Hamburg 15 Marvell 9
Hampton 11 Mayflower 14
Harmony Grove 5 Maynard 0
Harmony Grove 9 McCrory 13
Harrisburg 18 McGehee 4
Harrison 86 McNeil 7
Hartford 6 McRae 15
Hatfield 13 Melbourne 0
Hazen 5 Mena 35
Heber Springs 41 Midiand 16
Hector 21 Mineral Springs 0
Helena-West Heleng 48 Monticello 16
Hermitage 0 Mount Hally 0
Highland 12 Mount lda 28
Holly Grove 1 Mount Judea 0
Hope 30 Mount Pleasant 0
Horatio 8 Mountain Home 112
Hot Springs 70 Mountain Pine 18
Hoxie 17 Mountain View 58
Hughes 14 Mountainburg 31
Humphrey 0 Mt.Vernon/Enola 16
Huntsville 76 Mulberry 7
Huttig 0 Murfreesboro 6
Izard Co. Consaol 0 Nashville 12
Jackson County "5 Nero Vista 12
Jasper 32 Nettleton 43
Jessieville 17 Nevadza 18
Joneshora 92 Newark 9
Junction City 19 Newport 15
Kingsland 5 Norfork 30
Kingston 14 Narphlet 3
Kirby 2 N.Litlle Rock 131
Lake Hamilton g2 Oark 2
Lake View 0 Oden 4
Lakeside 10 Ola 10
Lakeside 25 Omaha 3
Lamar 45 Osceola 16
Lavaca 19 Quachita 4
Lead Hill 0 Ozark 56
Lee County 27 Palestine/Wheatley 20
Leslie 8 Pangburn 12
Lewisville 6 Paragould 56
Lincoln 40 Paris 35
Little Rock 545 Parkers Chapsl 5
Lockesburg 14 Parkin 0
Lonoke 9 Paron 18
Lynn 2 Pea Ridge 42
Magazine 15 Perry Casa -2
Magnet Cove 9 Perryville 23
Magnolia 35 Piggott 0
Malvern 32 Pine Bluff 48
Mammoth Springs 4 Plainview-Rover 4
Manila 6 Pleasant View 9
Mansfield 36 Pocahontas 31
Marion 29 Pottsviile 14
Marion County 2 Poyen 0
Marked Tree 21 Prairie Grove 33
Marmaduke 2 Prescott 2
Marshall 29 Pulaski Co. Spec. 618
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ARKANSAS Home School Student Count by District

1998-99 School Year

DISTRICT NUMBER OF STUDENTS DISTRICT NUMBER OF STUDENTS
Quitman 26 Western Grove 4
Randolph County 26 W. Yell County 2
Rison 18 Woestside 14
River Valley 7 Westside Consol 56
Riverside 2 White Ca. Central 34
Riverview 67 White Hall 8
Rogers 348 Wickes 8
Rese Bud 45 Wilburn 1
Rural Special 12 Williford 0
Russellville 179 Winslow 0
Saint Jos 0 Witts Springs 0
Saint Paul 15 Wonderview 7
Salem 20 Woodlawn 15
Saratoga 0 Wynn 49
Scotland 2 Yellville-Summiit 25
Scranton ¢]
Searcy 162 ITOTAL 9252
Sheridan 66
Shirley 7
Siloam Springs 122
Sloan-Hendrix 3
Smackover 1
S. Conway County 47
S. MS. County 9
South Side 20
Southside 18
Sparkman 8
Spring Hill 0
Springdale 304
Stamps 0
Star City 64
Stephens 1
Stone County 10
- |Strong 5
Stuttgart 0
Sulphur Rock 2
Swifton 0
Taylor 0
Texarkana 111
Trumann 15
Turrell 10
Umpire 5
Union 1]
Valley Springs 22
Valley View 26
Van Buren 107
Van Cove 2
Vilonia 65
Viola 6
Waldo 10
Waldron a7
Walker 0
Walnut Ridge 17
Warren 39
WatsonChapel 55
Weiner 1
West Fork 23
West Memphis 34
West Side 0
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Part B

HOME SCHOOL WAIVER FORM

Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-15-503, as amended by Act 1117 of 1999, requires
that parents and guardians who wish to home school their children, sign a waiver
acknowledging that the State of Arkansas is not liable for the education of their children
during the time the parent or guardian chooses to home school.

By my signature below, I hereby certify and agree as follows:

1) Tam the parent or legal guardian of the child(ren) listed below.

2) Thave fully read and understand the terms of this waiver.

3) As of the date I sign this waiver, I hereby acknowledge that the State of

Arkansas is not liable for the education of the child(ren) listed below during
the time I choose to home school the child(ren).

STUDENT’S NAME DATE OF BIRTH

Signature of Parent/Guardian Date
Address : Phone
City, State, Zip 27

(Revised June 1999)






