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1. HQT Provisions
a. HQT is a federal requirement established as part of the No Child Left Behind legislation (2001) whereby Congress determined that teachers of core academic classes must:
i. Have a college degree
ii. Have an appropriate teaching license
iii. Demonstrate content knowledge in the area(s) they teach
b. Teachers establish HQT by filling out one of the HQT Designation Forms.  HQT becomes official when the teacher has a teaching position in an Arkansas public school and the documentation and the form is verified and signed by the school district administrator.
c. There is NO state “certification” or document for HQT.
i. Teachers do not receive an HQT certificate, or an HQT designation on their license.  There is NO centralized state database for HQT.

2. Highly Qualified Teacher (HQT) Information
a. HQT does not apply to every teacher.
i. HQT only applies to teachers who are teaching a core academic class; a class that requires HQT.
ii. There are some teachers (depending on what they are teaching) who are not required to establish HQT status.
b. Information about Arkansas’ HQT provisions and HQT Designation Forms can be found on the Arkansas Department of Education website (www.arkansased.org) on the Highly Qualified Teachers page (click here).
c. Arkansas established Rules for Highly Qualified Teachers using the guidelines established by the federal legislation. (See Arkansas Rules for HQT.)

3. Classes that require a Highly Qualified Teacher
a. Classes that do require HQT are in the subject areas of Math, Science, English, Reading or Language Arts, Social Studies, Art, Music or Foreign Language.  Specific courses that require HQT have a check mark (√) in the HQT column on the ADE Course Code List.  
b. Many classes do not require HQT.  HQT status is not necessary for any teacher who is teaching a class that does not require HQT.  Courses that do not require HQT have an “x” in the HQT column on the ADE Course Code List.
i. For example: classes in Physical Education, Health, GT, Library, Marketing, Business, Oral Communication, etc., DO NOT require HQT.
ii. Depending on the course code number Special Education courses may or may not require HQT.

4. Teachers who must establish HQT status
a. Every teacher who teaches a class in Math, Science, English, Reading or Language Arts, Social Studies, Art, Music or Foreign Language must have an HQT Designation Form on file with the district.  
i. Each form must be signed by the teacher and the school district administrator.  Each teacher should keep a copy and each district should keep a copy on file.
ii. The designation form demonstrates that the teacher has “content knowledge” in the subject area. Teachers may demonstrate content knowledge by:
1. passing a content knowledge test, or 
2. having a major, a degree, or a certification in a content area, or 
3. for veteran teachers, by achieving 100 points on the ARHOUSSE document. (See Arkansas Rules for HQT.)
b. HQT status is NOT necessary for any teacher who is teaching a class that does not require HQT (See the ADE Course Code List).
i. For example: teachers who are teaching classes in Physical Education, Health, GT, Library, Marketing, Business, Oral Communication, etc., DO NOT require HQT.
ii. Depending on the course code number, teachers teaching Special Education courses may or may not require HQT.  Specific courses that require HQT have a check mark (√) in the HQT column on the ADE Course Code List.

5. HQT Designation Forms
a. Single-Subject – Almost all teachers would use the Single-Subject form to designate HQT area(s).  It may be used for a content area (Math, English, Art, etc.), or it may be used for Early Childhood/Elementary (EC/E) or Middle Childhood Education (MCE) grade levels.  
i. HQT in a content area is good for all grades.
ii. At the Early Childhood/Elementary level a teacher may demonstrate HQT for all elementary course subjects/content areas by establishing generalist content knowledge.  By definition EC/E is good for grades K through 6.  On the Single Subject form ECE would be chosen as the “single” subject.
iii. At the Middle Childhood Education level a teacher may demonstrate HQT for Math, Science, English/LA and/or Social Studies as a generalist if the teacher passed a content knowledge test that encompassed multiple content areas (example: the MCE Praxis II #0146).  By definition MCE is good for grades 4 through 8.  On the Single Subject form MCE would be chosen as the “single” subject.
b. Multi-Subject - Grade-specific Multi-Subject forms are available for (and may ONLY be used by) teachers in Special Education, Alternative Learning Environment (ALE) or Juvenile Detention/Residential Centers (JDC).  
i. The teacher must be teaching more than one content area; and each content area needs to be accounted for on the form.
ii. Separate forms are available based on grade level.
1. Middle Childhood Multi-Subject Form – Grades 4-8
2. Secondary Multi-Subject Form – Grades 7-12
c. HQT Designation Forms only need to be filled out once.  
i. Once a teacher establishes HQT status it is good for the duration.  
ii. HQT does not have to be re-established each year.  
iii. The only time a teacher would fill out an additional designation form would be to establish HQT status in an additional grade level or content area.
d. Each form must be signed by the teacher and the school district administrator.  Each teacher should keep a copy and each district should keep a copy on file.  
e. The designation form demonstrates that the teacher has “content knowledge” in the subject area.  Teachers may demonstrate content knowledge by:
i. passing a content knowledge test, or 
ii. having a major, a degree, or a certification in a content area, or 
iii. for veteran teachers, by achieving 100 points on the ARHOUSSE document. (See Arkansas Rules for HQT.)
f. The National Teacher Exam (NTE) and/or the Praxis III are NOT to be used in lieu of Praxis II on HQT Designation Forms.  The NTE is not considered to be equivalent to a Praxis II Content Knowledge Exam.  The Praxis III was not a content knowledge exam.

6. HQT and Licensure / Additional Licensure Plan (ALP)
a. Licensure is not equal to HQT.  It is possible for teachers to be licensed and not HQT (and vice versa).  It is rare, but it IS possible.  Teachers on an ALP for licensure are not automatically HQT.
i. HQT and licensure are two different things.  
1. ALPs are for licensure.  
2. HQT has to do with whether teachers have demonstrated “content knowledge” in the subject they are teaching, not whether they are licensed.
ii. If a teacher is on an ALP and has passed the content knowledge test, then yes, he or she would be HQT in that content area.
b. Even if a teacher is on an ALP he or she must still have an HQT Designation Form on file.  
i. The ALP IS NOT evidence of HQT.  
ii. The HQT Designation Form IS evidence of HQT.

7. Teachers in Non-Traditional or Alternate Route programs
a. Teachers in Arkansas M.A.T. or ADE APPEL (formerly ADE Non-Traditional Licensure) programs ARE considered HQT in the area in which they passed their content knowledge test.  
b. These teachers have a degree, have an acceptable license, and have demonstrated content knowledge by passing the test.

8. Teachers who are NOT HQT
a. If a teacher is NOT HQT but is teaching a class that requires HQT he or she is to complete an Individual Teacher Plan to Become Highly Qualified.  The teacher must follow this plan to become HQT.

9. Teachers looking for a teaching position
a. Teachers who are looking for a teaching position are to fill out and sign the HQT Designation Form to establish that they would be HQT.  The form can be included in the job application.
b. The form would then be signed by the administrator upon hire.
HQT becomes official when the teacher has a teaching position in an Arkansas public school and the form is signed by the school district administrator.
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