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Major changes slated for MHS (Maumelle Monitor)

Big changes are in store for students attending Maumelle High School next year as the school shifts to
an academy format with an emphasis on college preparatory classes.

The Pulaski County Special School District announced the change with the release of the following
news release which was also attached to Maumelle Monitor’'s Website on Monday at
www.maumellemonitor.com.

The news release implies that the first-year grant is simply to allow teachers and staff to visit this
program in other schools but it also said that the high school will restructure itself for the upcoming
school year for freshmen.

The release suggests better test scores and improved discipline will be outcomes of the change.

Efforts to ask questions of principal Becky Gutherie who submitted the photo of a visit to Mountain
Home last week were unsuccessful.

“Maumelle High School was awarded a $30,000 grant for the 2013-2014 school year to plan and
implement wall-to-wall, career-college academies. The Arkansas Department of Career Education (ACE)
Career Academy Initiate encourages high schools to embrace the National Career Academy Model as a
proven means to improve attendance, increase student participation, increase graduation rate,
improve school climate, improve standardized test scores and decrease discipline/behavior problems.

ACE provides grants to progressive, innovative Arkansa[s] high schools that show promise toward
building effective high school career academies. The first year grant will allow Maumelle High School to
visit nationally recognized high schools that have created model career academies and to attend the
National Career Academy Conference.

Maumelle High School will restructure itself into two academies for the incoming freshmen class: STEM
Academy (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) and Business Humanities. Each career academy is a
small school within a school with a small group of students who are served by the same small group of
teachers. Rigorous and relevant academic activities are organized around career related themes.

Successful academies are characterized by having strong business partnerships and numerous
enrichment experiences that prepare students for life after graduation.
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According to ACE, grant funds will enable Maumelle High School to take the next step in exploring
potential life-changing experiences for students, increase student achievement and provide students
with a meaningful purpose for attending school.”

Jacksonville Lighthouse School building new $8.7 million facility (Jacksonville Patriot)

Nabholz Construction, Inc. of Little Rock, the contractor and partner responsible for construction of the
new facility underway that will house the Jacksonville Lighthouse College Preparatory Academy (CPA),
grades 9-12, has been giving tours and presentations to scholars in grades eight and nine recently.

The tours include not only the new facility and seeing the work that has been done to date, but also
understanding the different jobs of the Nabholz personnel and the skills needed to do them.

The new facility will be a two-story 40,000 square foot stand alone building adjacent to the current
28,000 square foot facility located at 251 North First St. in Jacksonville. The new facility is designed by
Wittenberg, Delony & Davidson, Inc. Architects of Little Rock and construction is contracted to Nabholz
Construction, Inc. The project is primarily financed through $8.7 million of tax-exempt bonds issued by
the Arkansas Development Finance Authority (ADFA), $4.5 million of which are guaranteed by ADFA.
The bonds are underwritten and marketed by Crews and Associates of Little Rock.

In addition, Walton Family Foundation is providing $925,000 in zero interest subordinate debt and the
Charter School Financing Program a non-profit entity is providing a $625,000 grant funded through a
program of U.S. Department of Education.

Dr. Phillis Nichols-Anderson, Vice President for the Southern Region at Lighthouse Academies, Inc. said
there is a purpose for the tours.

“For example, they will learn about the communication and organizational skills needed by the Project
Manager, the math skills needed to figure out how much drywall and brick is needed, the physics
background needed to plan for the electricity, duct air flow and water flow,” said Anderson. “They will
also learn the education requirement for these positions.”

JLCS opened in August 2009 for Kindergarten through sixth grade. Per the Lighthouse model, the
school has added one grade each year and will continue to do so until the school includes K-12. This
year marks the opening of the College Prep Academy (CPA) starting with the ninth grade.

“All scholars at all levels are focused on not just getting accepted to college but succeeding in college
and in life,” said Anderson. “The program includes rigorous academics, strong social development and
arts infusion.”

The CPA features the development of core competencies through the ACES program — Active

Community Membership, Critical Thinking, Effective Communication, and Self-direction and Self-
management.
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“There is an advisory program which keeps students with the same adviser for four years meeting
weekly and focusing on college readiness skills,” said Anderson. “Technology is integrated into
everyday learning with the use of iPads for all CPA scholars. The CPA also features a pathway to
rigorous Advanced Placement courses as a key component of its College Readiness Focus.”

JLCS is part of the Lighthouse Academies nonprofit network of charter schools. Lighthouse Academies
schools provide opportunities for children to discover, achieve, and prepare for success in college,
incorporating an arts-infused philosophy. Lighthouse Academies develops children’s critical decision-
making skills to prepare them for success in life. Lighthouse Academies works relentlessly to achieve
these outcomes through a self-sustaining financial model to transform children’s futures.

ADE News Clips May 4, 2013



