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 1                       P R O C E E D I N G S
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Good afternoon.  We're going
 3            to go ahead and get started.  We've got the members
 4            of the Charter Authorizing Panel here with us, and
 5            thank you so much for those of you who were able to
 6            come and join us and be in attendance today.  We
 7            definitely appreciate your time and appreciate you
 8            understanding the short notice in terms of the
 9            timeline that we're under.  My name is Megan
10            Witonski; I'm the vice chair of the Charter
11            Authorizing Panel and I am going to be serving as
12            chair today for Dr. Tom Kimbrell who could not be
13            with us in attendance today.  The Charter Authorizing
14            Panel -- I just want to make sure that we are clear
15            on why we are meeting today so that we are all on the
16            same page.  We are meeting today to consider the
17            application requests of two open-enrollment charter
18            applicants and this is for the charter applicants to
19            actually resubmit their application for approval.
20            And there were two applications that would be
21            considered for this, which would be Capitol City
22            Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock,
23            Arkansas, and also for Redfield Tri-County Charter
24            School in Redfield, Arkansas.
25                 So just to clarify before we move forward,
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 1            Arkansas law and the State Board of Education rules
 2            state that an authorizer may allow an applicant for
 3            an open-enrollment public charter school to resubmit
 4            their application if the original application was
 5            found to be deficient in some way.  So before we
 6            begin with the agenda items I want to make sure that
 7            we all understand why we are here today and explain
 8            to those that are present that the decision before
 9            the Panel today is to decide whether or not to allow
10            those applications to be reconsidered.  And if we
11            vote to allow resubmission we will need to schedule a
12            future hearing date for the charter applicant and
13            those applications would be heard at that time.  So
14            before we go further I just want to ask the Charter
15            Panel if you guys have any questions before we move
16            forward?
17                     (Brief moment of silence)
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So with the consent of the
19            Panel, if everyone is okay and doesn't have any
20            questions, we are going to allow each party to speak
21            for five minutes on the limited question of whether
22            the Panel should allow the applicant to submit --
23            resubmit their charter application.  And, again, I
24            want to make sure that we're very clear that the --
25            we want to emphasize with the speakers that are here
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 1            with us today, this is not a full hearing.  We are
 2            not here to conduct full hearings for either
 3            potential or proposed charter applications.  This is
 4            simply to determine whether we will allow a
 5            resubmission of the application to enact a full
 6            hearing.  And I just want to clarify that, instead,
 7            as a panel we want to hear why we should or should
 8            not hear or allow a resubmission of your application
 9            in a hearing process.  And we want to make sure also
10            that we hear from the party who initially requested
11            the application first and then we can follow that
12            with anyone who may have any opposition to the
13            resubmission being allowed.  So after we've had
14            presentation by both parties then I will open the
15            floor, Panel Members, to you so that if you have any
16            questions or you need further clarification we can do
17            that at that time.  So, Panel Members, is everyone
18            okay with that in terms of moving forward with this
19            process?
20             (All Panel Members answered affirmatively)
21                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So we will be setting a
22            timer for you to be allowed to have time to be -- to
23            speak on the floor and I just want to clarify that's
24            five minutes for each group.  So if you are the
25            applicant who is asking for the resubmission of why
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 1            we should hear the application again or have a full
 2            hearing, you would have five minutes and,
 3            collectively, those in opposition would also have
 4            five minutes.
 5  A-1:  CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT
 6  PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: CAPITOL CITY LIGHTHOUSE
 7  CHARTER SCHOOL, NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So before we begin I would
 9            ask that we bring Ms. Mary Perry, if you would --
10            we've got our agenda items that are included and I
11            believe first up on our agenda item is Item A-1,
12            which is the Consideration of Request to Resubmit an
13            Open-Enrollment Public School Charter Application;
14            that is for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School,
15            in North Little Rock, Arkansas.  And so if you could
16            introduce this item to us and share some information,
17            we'd appreciate it.
18                 MS. PERRY:  Thank you.  On November 13th and
19            14th, 2013, the Charter Authorizing Panel conducted
20            hearings for open-enrollment charter applicants
21            wanting to open schools in 2014-2015.
22            Representatives of Capitol City Lighthouse Charter
23            School appeared before the panel on November 13th and
24            requested that Lighthouse Academies of Central
25            Arkansas, Incorporated, the sponsoring entity, be
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 1            allowed to open a charter in North Little Rock to
 2            serve students in grade K-12 with a maximum
 3            enrollment of 750.  Representatives of the North
 4            Little Rock School District and the Little Rock
 5            School District spoke in opposition to the charter.
 6            By a five-to-one vote the Panel denied the
 7            application for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter
 8            School.  And pursuant, as Dr. Witonski said, to
 9            Section 6.06.2 of the Arkansas Department of
10            Education rules governing public charter schools, the
11            applicant is here to request the Panel consider
12            allowing the resubmission of the application.  You do
13            have folks who would need to be sworn in for both --
14            there are representatives here from North Little
15            Rock, as well as the applicant.  And you have two
16            pieces of information in front of you.  One of them
17            indicates Lighthouse -- Lighthouse has that and I'm
18            sure they'll tell you what those are.  There is
19            another packet with paper that's stapled and North
20            Little Rock asks that you have that information.
21            Thank you.
22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any
23            questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?
24            Okay.  I'd like for anyone that is associated with
25            the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School who plans
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 1            to speak for the application to be resubmitted for a
 2            hearing to please stand, and anyone who would like to
 3            oppose the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School in
 4            North Little Rock, Arkansas, who plans to testify, if
 5            you would please stand.  If you would, please raise
 6            your right hand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the
 7            whole truth and nothing but the truth?
 8               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY)
 9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  You may be
10            seated.  We're going to begin with the open-
11            enrollment applicant for the charter application that
12            is requesting resubmission, and that would be from
13            Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School.
14                 MR. RONAN:  Good afternoon.
15                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  If you would,
16            just state your name and I just want to remind you
17            that you and anyone that is here to testify on behalf
18            of have five minutes and I will begin that process
19            now.
20                 MR. RONAN:  My name is Michael Ronan; I'm the
21            founder and CEO of Lighthouse Academies.  I began my
22            career in education as a middle school teacher.  I
23            taught math, English and history.  Eventually, I
24            became a school superintendent and I was a school
25            superintendent for 16 years in the ninth lowest
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 1            spending school district in Massachusetts.  I founded
 2            Lighthouse Academies in 2003.  We came here to
 3            Arkansas in 2009, opened our first charter school in
 4            Jacksonville; expanded that school at the request of
 5            the U.S. Air Force, to the Air Force Base, and opened
 6            a school in Pine Bluff.  We submitted an application
 7            with the applicant to open a school in North Little
 8            Rock.  You heard the application and it was denied,
 9            and the reasons for denial in the letter from the
10            Arkansas Department of Education were two things: one
11            was the curriculum, questions about the curriculum,
12            the education program; and the other was about the
13            test results.  I want to ask for reconsideration so
14            that these matters may be considered more fully and
15            that we can respond more fully in a new hearing to
16            those questions.
17                 Today, I'm going to highly just three things,
18            given the time allotted.  I think the first thing,
19            which is technical and wasn't mentioned in the denial
20            letter, is the question about whether or not the
21            North Little Rock School District had proper notice
22            for the application.  And as you can see from reading
23            our documents, we have spelled out all of the points
24            at which the North Little Rock School District had
25            proper notice.  In addition, the Department of
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 1            Education found that the applicant met that standard.
 2            In looking at the minutes from the North Little Rock
 3            School Board meeting, in which the application was
 4            discussed, the North Little Rock School District
 5            denied the application based on perception of their
 6            failure to have the application to review.  That's
 7            simply not supported by the record.  But it's
 8            important to know that the North Little Rock School
 9            District did not deny the application based on its
10            merits.  And in the absence of a denial based on
11            merits we can only conclude that there were no
12            objections by the school board to the application
13            based on the merits of the application.
14                 In terms of the assessment results, the
15            PowerPoint details comparisons of the results of the
16            Lighthouse schools in Arkansas compared to North
17            Little Rock, Little Rock, and Pulaski County.  And
18            you can see on almost every measure, looking at
19            students who have only been in these schools for less
20            than five years, that these students do in fact out-
21            perform in the aggregate the school districts from
22            which we would draw students to Capitol City.  And I
23            understand at the hearing that the North Little Rock
24            data was not available for the Panel to consider in
25            the manner in which we would present it to you if
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 1            given the opportunity to have a re-hearing.
 2                 The last point I want to make is around the
 3            education program.  So I've been in education a long
 4            time.  I taught mathematics.  I understand that there
 5            are concerns about Saxon math.  We hear that from
 6            time to time around the country.  But in fact, Saxon
 7            math is a state-approved program.  It is approved to
 8            use in Arkansas schools.  We have used it effectively
 9            in Pine Bluff where we have one of the few achieving
10            schools in mathematics in the State of Arkansas.
11            There are places where it doesn't work.  In another
12            opportunity to present we would in fact detail how we
13            have in fact brought new mathematic curriculum to our
14            schools to in fact do those things that allow
15            students to be prepared to take the new assessments
16            that are aligned with the Common Core.
17                 So I know there were a lot of other things
18            discussed at that hearing based upon what I've heard
19            from our team and I'd be happy to respond to any and
20            all those issues that are raised.  But in the context
21            of should you grant us the opportunity to present
22            again, I would focus on three things: there was no
23            denial of our application on the basis of merit by
24            the North Little Rock School District; the test
25            results show that our schools are in fact,
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 1            particularly the students who have been in our
 2            schools for more than two years, are doing extremely
 3            well; and, third, we have a curriculum that produces
 4            those results and when we need to make adjustments we
 5            make those adjustments.  Thank you very much.
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  We are going to
 7            also hear from any party that wishes to oppose the
 8            resubmission.  If you would, please come forward,
 9            state your name.  And I just want to remind you as we
10            move forward that, again, it's five minutes
11            collectively -- and I don't know if there is anyone
12            else in opposition that you'll be sharing this time
13            with.  But otherwise, we are going to open the floor
14            to you.  And if you would, just state your name as
15            you begin.  Thank you.
16                 SUPT. RODGERS:  My name is Kelly Rodgers; I'm
17            Superintendent of Schools in North Little Rock and I
18            do appreciate you giving us notice and letting us
19            have time to speak to each of you.  Mine is very
20            short.  I did not receive notice -- and it may have
21            been because of the transition of the superintendent.
22            The superintendent was actually out of -- had left
23            and was on vacation as I took over, so that.  And the
24            fact that the board -- we had limited information at
25            the time that we made the decision to oppose that and
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 1            that's the reason you didn't see more detail in the
 2            board agenda.  So I'm going to keep mine short and
 3            I'm going to turn it over to Ray Girdler, who has
 4            information in the packet that you have today.  Thank
 5            you.
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  If you would,
 7            when you come to the mic please state your name.
 8            Thank you.
 9                 MR. GIRDLER:  My name is Ray Girdler; I am the
10            Coordinator of Data and Testing for the North Little
11            Rock School District.  Today, I brought to you a
12            packet of information addressing the results that we
13            reported directly in the letter.  I didn't formulate
14            a separate presentation.  This is just addressing the
15            data that was presented in the letter and I tried to
16            organize it in a way that it's very clear.  One of
17            the first things that you notice in the letter was
18            that Pine Bluff was left off the comparison when
19            comparing the other three Pulaski County schools to
20            their performance, so on the first page of your
21            handout.  I also want you to keep in mind they're
22            opening an elementary school and here on the front
23            page you have a comparison of North Little Rock
24            Elementary and Lighthouse elementaries at
25            Jacksonville and Pine Bluff.  If you look at the
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 1            first two data tables, you see a combined score for
 2            North Little Rock elementaries, all 12 campuses, for
 3            both literacy and math.  They had made a notion that
 4            we did not meet any of our AMO's.  That is true.
 5            That I true, but for elementaries in K-5 every -- if
 6            you look at our composite scores for all those, all
 7            our elementary schools hit all eight of those targets
 8            set by the district in K-5.  If you look down at the
 9            bottom, you'll see a comparison of Lighthouse and
10            North Little Rock in literacy.  North Little Rock
11            scored 12.8% higher in comparing those grades for
12            all; 8.6% higher in TAG.  We did fall short in math
13            at 4.8% below and 10.1% with our TAG.  If you flip to
14            the second page of the packet, it addresses high
15            school, and specifically high school math.  If you
16            look down at the bottom, there you can see for us
17            it's algebra and geometry.  You see a comparison in
18            high school where we're 5.3% above in all, 11.1%
19            above in TAG.  They did make a comment that the
20            majority of their 8th graders take algebra at the 8th
21            grade level, and so a lot of that -- you see a scale
22            and growth chart of all Pulaski County schools and
23            I've noticed the Jacksonville Lighthouse and the
24            three Pulaski County schools in that demographic and
25            that representation there.  Pine Bluff was left off
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 1            because algebra at the high school is not available
 2            for them.  And there you can see where the Pulaski
 3            County schools rank and where Jacksonville ranks as
 4            far as the 8th grade scores are concerned.  So these
 5            are the 8th graders taking algebra early.  If you
 6            flip to the last page of the handout, this is a
 7            compiled representation of the data they presented in
 8            their letter but with the inclusion of Pine Bluff
 9            schools with the Jacksonville schools together.  So
10            you see a combined look of their overall scores, if
11            you were to compile them -- and they are in fact one
12            entity, when you compare one elementary at each
13            campus and our campuses have 12.  That is a need that
14            needs to be looked at.  And in the second packet that
15            you see I made a comment at the last hearing about
16            the scale charts, how we compare grade by grade in
17            literacy and math, how they were almost identical.  I
18            just wanted you to see the visual representation of
19            that, what I was trying to explain that day, in what
20            you have before you.  I think one of the things when
21            opening a charter, to be innovative, is that there
22            needs to be addressed a need -- the community needs
23            to show a need for the charter to be in place, and I
24            think that's one thing you need to keep in mind when
25            considering this resubmission.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.
 2                 MS. STEWART:  My name is Beth Stewart; I'm the
 3            Assistant Superintendent of North Little Rock.  The
 4            only thing that I want to mention today: based on
 5            what Mr. Rodgers has told you, based on the
 6            information that you have in front of you, we still
 7            stand strongly by our -- my comment during the
 8            hearing that they are still -- they have still shown
 9            no educational need in North Little Rock.  Thank you.
10                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  That's going to
11            conclude the opportunity to hear from the charter
12            applicant that has requested resubmission and any
13            party who opposes the resubmission.  I want to move
14            to the Panel to ask if they have any questions for
15            either presenter that has presented today.  Mr.
16            Hernandez, you're recognized.
17                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Thank you.  I have a question
18            for the North Little Rock data person.
19                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  If you would please come
20            back to the mic and just state your name and
21            position, we'd appreciate it.  Thank you.
22                 MR. GIRDLER:  My name is Ray Girdler; I'm the
23            Coordinator of Testing and Data for the North Little
24            Rock School District.
25                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  I just wanted to clarify.
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 1            On this list that we have, on the Lighthouse portion
 2            of it, is the top section literacy and the bottom
 3            section math?  Is that --
 4                 MR. GIRDLER:  That is correct.  That is correct.
 5                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  That was my only
 6            question.
 7                 MR. GIRDLER:  Thank you.
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any other questions from
 9            panel members?  Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.
10                 MS. COFFMAN:  I'd like to ask a question of the
11            first gentleman for Lighthouse Charter School.
12                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  If you could please come
13            back up to the microphone --
14                 MR. RONAN:  I'm Mike Ronan; I'm the founder of
15            Lighthouse Academies.
16                 MS. COFFMAN:  Hi, Mike.  My question was a
17            question -- you ended your conversation by saying if
18            you needed to readdress your curriculum you would.
19            And can you tell me, do you have a process -- what is
20            the process in place for readdressing your
21            curriculum?
22                 MR. RONAN:  So we have a research development
23            strategy team at Lighthouse Academies, national, that
24            reviews all of our data in-depth for every student,
25            every school, every year, against not only the Common
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 1            Core standards now but also the state standards,
 2            assessment results.  And then we look across our
 3            schools, looking at subgroups, targeted groups, and
 4            use that data to formulate whether or not the program
 5            -- the programming resources that are being used are
 6            being effective or whether they need to be changed.
 7            So that not only includes textbooks and materials
 8            like that, but it also includes responsive
 9            intervention, pullouts, and things of that nature,
10            professional development, which we believe is a very
11            strong component of our model.  So look at the data
12            and then that data is discussed with the school, the
13            school leader and the leadership team, and then that
14            team is required to develop a culture achievement
15            plan, which is a -- you might call it a school
16            improvement plan, but it's a plan with specific
17            targets for academic growth not only for the whole
18            school but also for any subgroups.  The leadership
19            team at that school is then evaluated on how well
20            they do relative to that plan.  So it's a process
21            that includes teacher evaluations and things of that
22            nature.
23                 MS. COFFMAN:  And as a follow-up question, is
24            that done annually?
25                 MR. RONAN:  Yeah.  It's done annually.  In fact,
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 1            we do interim assessments five times a year, so it's
 2            chunked.  So, you know, you have the mega analysis at
 3            the end of the year but every six weeks we have
 4            interim assessments in which there's the school day
 5            to day, which that process is following then the
 6            school.
 7                 MS. COFFMAN:  Thank you.
 8                 MR. RONAN:  You're welcome.
 9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any other questions from the
10            Panel?  Okay.  So our next opportunity would be
11            either for discussion between the panel members --
12            any discussion or a motion?
13                 DR. WALTERS:  Can I ask a question?
14                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sure.
15                 DR. WALTERS:  Okay.  So what will you be looking
16            -- we're about to vote on either a motion to give
17            them an opportunity to present again or to deny that
18            opportunity.  Is that correct?
19                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Correct.  This is to
20            consider the request for them to -- for the applicant
21            to resubmit their applications for approval.  And so
22            what we are decided today is whether the Panel will
23            allow that resubmission to occur so that a formal
24            hearing can be held or not.
25                 DR. WALTERS:  I have a motion.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Dr. Walters.
 2                 DR. WALTERS:  I make a motion that we deny the
 3            request to present the application on another day.
 4                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a motion to consider
 5            -- to deny the consideration of Capitol City
 6            Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock,
 7            Arkansas.
 8                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  I'll second.
 9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a second.  Panel
10            Members, all in favor?
11                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
12                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  And so since this was a
13            denial we're going to have to go around and state the
14            reasons why we are denying the opportunity for the
15            charter to resubmit.
16                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Are you sure about that?  'Cause
17            I thought that was just the first time.
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay, will you clarify
19            for us please?
20                 MS. CLAY:  You don't have to give your reason on
21            this one.
22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Okay.  So we had no nays and
23            I believe that was unanimous.  Do we have any nays?
24                     (Brief moment of silence)
25                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you so
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 1            much, sir.  We appreciate your time.
 2  A-2:  CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT
 3  PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: REDFIELD TRI-COUNTY CHARTER
 4  SCHOOL, REDFIELD, ARKANSAS
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We're going to move on to
 6            our second agenda item.  Ms. Perry, I'm going to turn
 7            this over to you, this second -- this brings us to
 8            our second agenda item which is A-2, which is the
 9            Consideration of Request to Resubmit an Open-
10            Enrollment Public Charter School Application for the
11            Redfield Tri-County Charter School, Redfield,
12            Arkansas.  Ms. Perry.
13                 MS. PERRY:  As I stated in the last item, on
14            November 13th and 14th the Charter Authorizing Panel
15            conducted hearings for open-enrollment charter
16            applicants wanting to open next school year.  The
17            representatives of the Redfield Tri-County School
18            District appeared before the Panel on November 14th
19            and requested that Redfield Tri-County Charter
20            School, the sponsoring entity, be allowed to open a
21            charter in Redfield to serve students in grade 5-12
22            with a maximum enrollment of 375.  By a unanimous
23            vote the Panel denied the application for Redfield
24            Tri-County Charter School.  Pursuant to the rules of
25            Arkansas Department of Education rules governing
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 1            public charter schools, Section 6.06.2, the applicant
 2            requests that the Panel consider as a resubmission,
 3            allowing them to resubmit the application.
 4                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any
 5            questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?
 6            Okay.  If you are with the Redfield Tri-County
 7            Charter School applicant or if you are opposing the
 8            submission of the application, if you would please
 9            stand if you plan to testify.  If you would please
10            raise your right hand -- do you swear to tell the
11            truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
12               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY)
13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you.
14            We're going to hear from -- initially from the
15            charter applicant who has requested resubmission.
16            And if you would, please be mindful that there are
17            five minutes allotted for your time to speak and that
18            would include anyone you would like to speak on
19            behalf of the resubmission to be considered.  So if
20            you would, please state your name and your five
21            minutes will begin.
22                 MS. KIGHT:  My name is Amanda Kight and I'll be
23            speaking today on behalf of Redfield Tri-County
24            Charter School.  Is that too high?
25                 (COURT REPORTER'S NOTE:  Ms. Kight was
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 1            indicating the microphone).
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes.  I'm sorry.
 3                 MS. KIGHT:  That's okay.  I'm vertically
 4            challenged.  We believe that we should be allowed to
 5            have another hearing because during our hearing
 6            accidentally some of the members of the Panel were
 7            actually looking at someone else's budget, based on
 8            comments and questions that they asked to us during
 9            our hearing.  I had voiced a couple of times during
10            the hearing I was confused; I didn't understand where
11            you were getting the questions and the hearing kept
12            proceeding.  And it didn't hit me until I was driving
13            home what had happened because I knew that wasn't my
14            budget; I knew I didn't have salaries like that.  So
15            I had called and communicated with Mary Perry the
16            next day and kind of told her what I thought had
17            happened but I was going to wait for the video to
18            come up on the website just to make sure.  And so
19            once the video came up on the ADE website I went back
20            and I found in the hearing where we had kind of
21            gotten off-track a little bit.  I believe it was the
22            Quest budget that had been presented right before me
23            that a couple of panel members had and I believe that
24            some of the comments and questions that they made may
25            have adversely impacted some other members' opinion
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 1            because they were asking questions on the budget that
 2            wasn't really mine.  I had also presented a letter of
 3            intent from Mr. Ken Shollmier that was for an $85,000
 4            donation; that was not taken into consideration, I
 5            don't believe, because there was a lot of concerns
 6            over our -- how much money we had allowed for
 7            transportation and we only had 2% left of our budget.
 8            We can go back and watch the video to kind of hear
 9            those questions.  But in reality, had Mr. Shollmier's
10            $85,000 been considered we had a very nice healthy 9%
11            left over, which is actually more left over in that
12            revenue verses expenditures than the two applications
13            that were approved had in their budget.
14                 There were also questions about our curriculum.
15            The reason we feel that we need another hearing on
16            the curriculum part is, in July, we came to the
17            workshop that Mary Perry presented for us and we
18            learned a lot and took lots of notes, did lots of
19            things.  And one of the things that we immediately
20            tried to do was to join the APSRC so we could have
21            access to a Curriculum Specialist, because that was
22            one of the services that they provide when you become
23            a member.  Well, we did put in our application but we
24            were denied because we did not have approval yet for
25            a charter school.  So we kind of thought, Okay, maybe
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 1            we shouldn't have to have it well-defined at this
 2            point.  And then we looked at the question in the
 3            application and the verbiage in that question on the
 4            curriculum actually says, "What process will be used
 5            to define an aligned curriculum?"  So I admit we were
 6            weak the first presentation on our curriculum
 7            definition, but that was kind of based on the
 8            experience we had trying to get into the APSRC and in
 9            the wording of the question on the application.  We
10            will gladly be able to go get the services of the
11            Curriculum Specialist and we will have a much better
12            defined curriculum if we are allowed to come back
13            before you.  We will submit a revised budget that
14            includes Mr. Shollmier's $85,000 donation so there
15            will be less confusion over how much our net revenue-
16            to-expenditure really is.  And we just wanted to
17            reiterate that, you know, we are a grassroots
18            efforts; we are nothing but volunteers; we have spent
19            thousands -- over 1,000 hours preparing for this.  We
20            really have worked hard.  Our application was a clean
21            application.  I looked at all the other applicants;
22            the application that we had, in my opinion, is that
23            we were a very strong contender.  We had met the
24            standard on 11 of the questions.  There were very few
25            issues raised in our responses.  We addressed all
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 1            those and when we got our summary there was one
 2            outstanding issue with the Gifted and Talented and we
 3            addressed that successfully.  We really believe that
 4            we are speaking for the people in the Redfield Tri-
 5            County area.  We have almost 800 signatures and you
 6            bump that up against a lot of these other
 7            applications, they had 500 signatures and they're in
 8            urban areas with lots of population.  We're talking
 9            about a rural part of the area in Arkansas where
10            those three counties come together, where it's people
11            living on acres and acres of land.  There's not a
12            dense population.  We have almost 800 signatures.
13            The families there are crying out to have a school in
14            that area.  The surrounding middle schools in our
15            area -- I believe this past year they were all in the
16            Needs Improvement category and we would like the
17            opportunity to provide a choice for the people that
18            live in our area to have a school in that community
19            that welcomes everybody in that area and hopefully
20            can provide a great education.  Strong community
21            support -- I mean, this is "for the community, by the
22            community."  Okay?  And we feel if we're given the
23            opportunity to represent and more strongly address
24            those two areas of concern that you'll see that we
25            are well-prepared and committed to finishing this
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 1            process.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you very much.  Anyone
 3            who is here to speak in opposition of the
 4            application?
 5                     (Brief moment of silence)
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.
 7                 MS. KIGHT:  Thank you.
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Panel Members, questions
 9            that you may have of the applicant?
10                 DR. WALTERS:  I have a question for Ms. Perry.
11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Perry, if you could
12            please come up to the mic.  Thank you.
13                 MS. PERRY:  Yes, ma'am.
14                 DR. WALTERS:  Ms. Perry, the issue with the
15            budget, I'm just trying to get straightened out to
16            make sure I'm looking at the correct budget.  I don't
17            remember every question that I asked but I remember
18            that one of the questions that I asked the group was
19            that they had $5,000 budgeted for two buses, for two
20            used buses.  Am I looking at the correct budget?
21                 MS. PERRY:  The applicant is confirming that you
22            are looking at the correct budget.
23                 MS. KIGHT:  Yes.  You and Mr. Hoy were looking
24            at the correct budget.
25                 DR. WALTERS:  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  I just
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 1            needed to make sure I was looking at the right thing.
 2            Thank you.
 3                 MS. KIGHT:  May I add one thing to that?  But
 4            the budget you were looking at --
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry.  If you could,
 6            please come back to the mic and state your name.  I'm
 7            sorry.  Thank you.
 8                 MS. KIGHT:  My name is Amanda Kight.  And the
 9            budget that you are looking at did not have the LOI
10            from Mr. Shollmier in it.  And if you'd included
11            that, then we have a surplus and I think we have
12            enough funds to totally address your concern of the
13            maintenance -- and double it, if we need to -- and
14            still having revenue left over at the end.  And one
15            thing I wanted to bring up too -- being in this spot
16            for me is not a comfortable position.  It's hard to
17            get up and speak in front of people; it's hard to get
18            up and speak for a whole community of people.  There
19            was a lot of pressure.  And when you got off on the
20            wrong budget, that happened at kind of the very
21            beginning of our hearing; it was 10 or 15 minutes in,
22            maybe.  And it really rocked me and I did not -- I
23            should have been able to address your concern on the
24            maintenance with Mr. Shollmier's letter, and I did
25            not do that; I failed to do that.  But having those
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 1            questions at the beginning with the state director,
 2            $90,000, .25 -- and I'm sitting there kind of going,
 3            "I'm not sure what numbers you're looking at."  I was
 4            really rocked, you know, and it really did -- I did
 5            not do a very good job.  I actually did a poor job
 6            addressing your concerns over the textbooks and the
 7            transportation.  But I do believe that that is --
 8            that if Mr. Shollmier's letter is considered, per the
 9            LOI amount that he had, that we have plenty of money
10            to address those concerns.
11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Hernandez, who would you
12            like to bring to the mic?
13                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Same person.
14                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sorry.
15                 MS. KIGHT:  Do I have to state my name again?
16                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  I just have a question in
17            regards to Mr. Shollmier.  Mr. Shollmier, the
18            $85,000, is that going to be an annual reoccurring
19            deal or --
20                 MS. KIGHT:  No.  That letter, the LOI, the way I
21            understand Mr. Shollmier's intent for this year was a
22            one-time donation.  Now he did not include that he
23            would give us more money in our second year, but he
24            did not -- we did not go that far with him in asking
25            for that.
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 1                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  Thank you.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Hoy, you're recognized
 3            for questions.
 4                 MR. HOY:  Thank you.  I think my question is for
 5            Legal.  Do we have someone from Legal?
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay or Mr. Lasiter, if
 7            you could please come to the mic.  Thank you.
 8                 MR. HOY:  Clarification on donations.  Is it
 9            allowable to include donations not yet received in a
10            budget in this scenario?
11                 MR. LASITER:  I mean, it's certainly allowable
12            to consider that as a panel and, you know, you want
13            to weigh with them is it certainly money that's going
14            to be there.  There's nothing that says that you
15            can't consider that as a part of -- going toward
16            their budget to get started.  You know, it's my
17            understanding that charter applicants routinely take
18            donations.  I mean, they are a 501(c)(3) organization
19            so they routinely take donations in order to get
20            started.  So it's something that you certainly can
21            consider.
22                 MR. HOY:  Okay.
23                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Well, and actually they don't --
24                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Boardman?
25                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Yeah.  Thank you.  Actually, they
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 1            don't have any money anyway.  I mean, basically none
 2            of the charter schools -- their budgets are based on
 3            anticipated enrollments and anticipation anyway, so
 4            --
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Questions from the Panel?
 6            Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.  Who would you like
 7            to bring to the mic?
 8                 MS. COFFMAN:  Her.  If you recall in our
 9            previous conversations about curriculum, I think
10            you've addressed that today.  And so my question is:
11            what has changed in your relationship with seeking
12            services from APSRC?
13                 MS. KIGHT:  Now that we know that it is a
14            requirement to have a better defined curriculum we
15            are more than willing to spend that money right now,
16            money that we have in the bank for our organization,
17            and get that done without being a member of APSRC.
18            Because we were trying to watch our -- be fiscally
19            responsible and we thought we'd pay the $2,500 to
20            APSRC and get that service provided.  But based on
21            the work and the hours and the time involved in doing
22            this whole process I would gladly go -- I would pay
23            for it, you know, just 'cause I want us to have the
24            best possible chance.
25                 MS. COFFMAN:  Okay.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry, just a moment.
 2            Any additional questions that you have for her?
 3                 MS. COFFMAN:  I was just wondering what your
 4            alternative plan -- you said you would gladly pay.
 5            But how are you going to seek those services?
 6                 MS. KIGHT:  A couple of different avenues.  I've
 7            talked to a couple of different educators and they
 8            have given me a couple of names -- they had a couple
 9            of names that they would be willing to provide me
10            that are Curriculum Specialists I can contact.  And
11            the other one is Mr. Shollmier, who has become
12            involved in this process.  He has offered to work
13            with the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and
14            get them to do our curriculum for us.  So I have
15            those two options on the table.  One of them, I know,
16            is an attempt, kind of like a letter of intent, but I
17            don't have that letter of intent so I can tell you
18            that my back-up plan -- because ideally I would love
19            the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville to do my
20            curriculum.  That would be great.  If that falls
21            through, then we would pay -- I would pay out of my
22            own money to get that done.
23                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any other
24            questions from the panel members?  Discussion between
25            the panel members?  Thank you so much.
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 1                 MS. KIGHT:  One thing.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sure.
 3                 MS. KIGHT:  Mr. Shollmier had intended to be
 4            here today with us so he could speak but he has
 5            recently purchased a building in Redfield and its
 6            been vacant for a while.  It's like 9,000 square
 7            feet.  And he just -- with the weather moving in he's
 8            had some issues with some possible freezing pipes
 9            that he's trying to address.  But he has committed to
10            -- if we get a rehearing, he will be present and so
11            we could include him and he would be a speaker on our
12            behalf.
13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any discussion
14            between panel members?
15                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Yeah.  This is between us.  I
16            don't know exactly if we decide to do this, the
17            timing, how this relates to when the hearing would
18            be, when it would have to be, and when a final
19            decision would have to be made and all that.  Do
20            y'all -- do we --
21                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay or Ms. Perry, if
22            you would, please come address that question.  Mr.
23            Boardman, his question is what the timeline would
24            look like if we did allow a resubmission of the
25            charter application to occur.
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 1                 MR. LASITER:  I know that you have a panel
 2            meeting scheduled for, I guess, January but you could
 3            also call your own meeting if you decided to re-hear
 4            it.  In terms of timing for the State Board, there
 5            are two different authorizers in this process;
 6            there's you and the State Board.  So I would worry
 7            about -- focus on your own process and what you want
 8            to do and then, of course, that process -- whatever
 9            finding that you make could be reviewed by the State
10            Board under the timelines under the law.
11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.
12                 MR. LASITER:  So really the timing is open.
13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any other
14            discussion among panel members or follow-up
15            questions?
16                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  I'll make a motion to deny the
17            request for a rehearing.
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a motion to deny the
19            request for a resubmission of the charter
20            application.
21                 MR. HOY:  Second.
22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Second from Mr. Hoy.  All
23            those in favor?
24                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Aye.
25                 MR. HOY:  Aye.
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 1                 DR. WALTERS:  Aye.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any opposed?
 3                 MR. BOARDMAN:  No.
 4                 MS. COFFMAN:  No.
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have two opposed.  Mr.
 6            Lasiter, if we have opposition do we need to state
 7            why we have opposition?
 8                 MR. LASITER:  No, ma'am.  You just want to make
 9            sure -- was it a three-to-two vote?
10                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes, sir.  A three-to-two
11            vote to deny the resubmission for the charter
12            application for the Tri-field [sic] County -- I'm
13            sorry, I apologize -- for the Tri-County Charter
14            School for Redfield, Arkansas.  Mr. Lasiter, did you
15            have another comment?  I'm sorry.
16                 MR. LASITER:  Well, just whenever you're --
17            before we adjourn.
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes, sir.  I do want to
19            thank you for coming back out and I understand what
20            the concerns were in terms of the budget.  But I do
21            want to note that I think we encouraged you after the
22            conclusion to go forth and begin looking and working
23            through the curriculum process, and I would still
24            encourage you to do so for that resubmission to occur
25            at a later date.  So, thank you so much for coming.
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 1            We appreciate it.
 2                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Can I --
 3                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry.  Mr. Boardman,
 4            you're recognized.
 5                 MR. BOARDMAN:  I would like to really encourage
 6            that also.  I don't think of all the people that have
 7            been before us I have had a group that was any more
 8            sincere and any more dedicated to make this work than
 9            this group.  And I know it would be difficult to go
10            back and try to do some of this again, but I think it
11            will be worth it because I really think that y'all
12            have the students' best interest in mind and you're
13            trying to do something right.
14                 DR. WALTERS:  Can I say something?
15                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Dr. Walters, you're
16            recognized.
17                 DR. WALTERS:  And I know we don't have to tell
18            our reasons but I just -- because I know the group
19            feels like there was a technicality with the budget
20            and I just want to make sure that you understand that
21            my reasons for voting to deny last time weren't
22            because of the budget questions that anyone raised
23            that was from an erroneous budget.  You know, there
24            were several reasons and I think you're working
25            towards addressing some of those but, you know, I
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 1            didn't feel like today that what was brought to us
 2            was a reason to bring it back up this soon.  But I
 3            agree with what Mr. Boardman said, as well.  Thank
 4            you.
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  And I would concur also with
 6            the budget issue.  That might -- I would -- I am
 7            interested to see what the curriculum might look
 8            like, something that we -- tangible that we could
 9            review and something we could actually look forward
10            to.  So in terms of the panel, Mr. Lasiter, we'll
11            turn it over to you.
12                 MR. LASITER:  Just a couple of things.  I wanted
13            to make sure everyone knows that regardless of what
14            happened today in this meeting these applications
15            will still be on the agenda of the next State Board
16            of Education meeting.  Now that meeting was scheduled
17            to take place on Monday but we've recently learned
18            this afternoon it's going to be postponed one week
19            due to the weather.  So just for the applicants that
20            are here today, the State Board of Education still
21            has an independent right of review of each one of
22            these decisions and so they will be on the agenda for
23            the next State Board of Education meeting.  And the
24            State Board of Education will decide at that point
25            whether to exercise its own right of review.  If it


Sharon Hill Court Reporting







Page 38


 1            does that, there will be a full hearing before the
 2            State Board.  So I just wanted to make sure that
 3            everyone was aware of that process, number one.  And
 4            then, number two, that everyone was aware of the fact
 5            that we are not going to have a State Board meeting
 6            on Monday; it will happen the next following Monday,
 7            which I believe is the 16th at 9:00 in this room.
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So we will -- the State
 9            Board of Education will be meeting on Monday, the
10            16th, and will begin at 8:00 [sic] and that will be
11            an opportunity for the State Board to -- I'm sorry --
12            9:00 a.m.  That will be the next opportunity for the
13            State Board to review applications.
14                 Thank you.  This meeting is adjourned.
15
16              (The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.)
17
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 1                       P R O C E E D I N G S
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Good afternoon.  We're going


 3            to go ahead and get started.  We've got the members
 4            of the Charter Authorizing Panel here with us, and
 5            thank you so much for those of you who were able to
 6            come and join us and be in attendance today.  We
 7            definitely appreciate your time and appreciate you
 8            understanding the short notice in terms of the
 9            timeline that we're under.  My name is Megan
10            Witonski; I'm the vice chair of the Charter
11            Authorizing Panel and I am going to be serving as
12            chair today for Dr. Tom Kimbrell who could not be
13            with us in attendance today.  The Charter Authorizing
14            Panel -- I just want to make sure that we are clear
15            on why we are meeting today so that we are all on the
16            same page.  We are meeting today to consider the
17            application requests of two open-enrollment charter
18            applicants and this is for the charter applicants to
19            actually resubmit their application for approval.
20            And there were two applications that would be
21            considered for this, which would be Capitol City
22            Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock,
23            Arkansas, and also for Redfield Tri-County Charter
24            School in Redfield, Arkansas.
25                 So just to clarify before we move forward,
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 1            Arkansas law and the State Board of Education rules
 2            state that an authorizer may allow an applicant for
 3            an open-enrollment public charter school to resubmit
 4            their application if the original application was
 5            found to be deficient in some way.  So before we
 6            begin with the agenda items I want to make sure that
 7            we all understand why we are here today and explain
 8            to those that are present that the decision before
 9            the Panel today is to decide whether or not to allow
10            those applications to be reconsidered.  And if we
11            vote to allow resubmission we will need to schedule a
12            future hearing date for the charter applicant and
13            those applications would be heard at that time.  So
14            before we go further I just want to ask the Charter
15            Panel if you guys have any questions before we move
16            forward?
17                     (Brief moment of silence)
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: So with the consent of the


19            Panel, if everyone is okay and doesn't have any
20            questions, we are going to allow each party to speak
21            for five minutes on the limited question of whether
22            the Panel should allow the applicant to submit --
23            resubmit their charter application.  And, again, I
24            want to make sure that we're very clear that the --
25            we want to emphasize with the speakers that are here
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 1            with us today, this is not a full hearing.  We are
 2            not here to conduct full hearings for either
 3            potential or proposed charter applications.  This is
 4            simply to determine whether we will allow a
 5            resubmission of the application to enact a full
 6            hearing.  And I just want to clarify that, instead,
 7            as a panel we want to hear why we should or should
 8            not hear or allow a resubmission of your application
 9            in a hearing process.  And we want to make sure also
10            that we hear from the party who initially requested
11            the application first and then we can follow that
12            with anyone who may have any opposition to the
13            resubmission being allowed.  So after we've had
14            presentation by both parties then I will open the
15            floor, Panel Members, to you so that if you have any
16            questions or you need further clarification we can do
17            that at that time.  So, Panel Members, is everyone
18            okay with that in terms of moving forward with this
19            process?
20             (All Panel Members answered affirmatively)
21                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: So we will be setting a
22            timer for you to be allowed to have time to be -- to
23            speak on the floor and I just want to clarify that's
24            five minutes for each group.  So if you are the
25            applicant who is asking for the resubmission of why
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 1            we should hear the application again or have a full
 2            hearing, you would have five minutes and,
 3            collectively, those in opposition would also have
 4            five minutes.
 5  A-1: CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT


 6  PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: CAPITOL CITY LIGHTHOUSE


 7  CHARTER SCHOOL, NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: So before we begin I would


 9            ask that we bring Ms. Mary Perry, if you would --
10            we've got our agenda items that are included and I
11            believe first up on our agenda item is Item A-1,
12            which is the Consideration of Request to Resubmit an
13            Open-Enrollment Public School Charter Application;
14            that is for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School,
15            in North Little Rock, Arkansas.  And so if you could
16            introduce this item to us and share some information,
17            we'd appreciate it.
18                 MS. PERRY: Thank you.  On November 13th and
19            14th, 2013, the Charter Authorizing Panel conducted
20            hearings for open-enrollment charter applicants
21            wanting to open schools in 2014-2015.
22            Representatives of Capitol City Lighthouse Charter
23            School appeared before the panel on November 13th and
24            requested that Lighthouse Academies of Central
25            Arkansas, Incorporated, the sponsoring entity, be
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 1            allowed to open a charter in North Little Rock to
 2            serve students in grade K-12 with a maximum
 3            enrollment of 750.  Representatives of the North
 4            Little Rock School District and the Little Rock
 5            School District spoke in opposition to the charter.
 6            By a five-to-one vote the Panel denied the
 7            application for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter
 8            School.  And pursuant, as Dr. Witonski said, to
 9            Section 6.06.2 of the Arkansas Department of
10            Education rules governing public charter schools, the
11            applicant is here to request the Panel consider
12            allowing the resubmission of the application.  You do
13            have folks who would need to be sworn in for both --
14            there are representatives here from North Little
15            Rock, as well as the applicant.  And you have two
16            pieces of information in front of you.  One of them
17            indicates Lighthouse -- Lighthouse has that and I'm
18            sure they'll tell you what those are.  There is
19            another packet with paper that's stapled and North
20            Little Rock asks that you have that information.
21            Thank you.
22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any


23            questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?
24            Okay.  I'd like for anyone that is associated with
25            the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School who plans
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 1            to speak for the application to be resubmitted for a
 2            hearing to please stand, and anyone who would like to
 3            oppose the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School in
 4            North Little Rock, Arkansas, who plans to testify, if
 5            you would please stand.  If you would, please raise
 6            your right hand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the
 7            whole truth and nothing but the truth?
 8               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY)
 9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  You may be


10            seated.  We're going to begin with the open-
11            enrollment applicant for the charter application that
12            is requesting resubmission, and that would be from
13            Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School.
14                 MR. RONAN: Good afternoon.
15                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  If you would,


16            just state your name and I just want to remind you
17            that you and anyone that is here to testify on behalf
18            of have five minutes and I will begin that process
19            now.
20                 MR. RONAN: My name is Michael Ronan; I'm the
21            founder and CEO of Lighthouse Academies.  I began my
22            career in education as a middle school teacher.  I
23            taught math, English and history.  Eventually, I
24            became a school superintendent and I was a school
25            superintendent for 16 years in the ninth lowest
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 1            spending school district in Massachusetts.  I founded
 2            Lighthouse Academies in 2003.  We came here to
 3            Arkansas in 2009, opened our first charter school in
 4            Jacksonville; expanded that school at the request of
 5            the U.S. Air Force, to the Air Force Base, and opened
 6            a school in Pine Bluff.  We submitted an application
 7            with the applicant to open a school in North Little
 8            Rock.  You heard the application and it was denied,
 9            and the reasons for denial in the letter from the
10            Arkansas Department of Education were two things: one
11            was the curriculum, questions about the curriculum,
12            the education program; and the other was about the
13            test results.  I want to ask for reconsideration so
14            that these matters may be considered more fully and
15            that we can respond more fully in a new hearing to
16            those questions.
17                 Today, I'm going to highly just three things,
18            given the time allotted.  I think the first thing,
19            which is technical and wasn't mentioned in the denial
20            letter, is the question about whether or not the
21            North Little Rock School District had proper notice
22            for the application.  And as you can see from reading
23            our documents, we have spelled out all of the points
24            at which the North Little Rock School District had
25            proper notice.  In addition, the Department of
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 1            Education found that the applicant met that standard.
 2            In looking at the minutes from the North Little Rock
 3            School Board meeting, in which the application was
 4            discussed, the North Little Rock School District
 5            denied the application based on perception of their
 6            failure to have the application to review.  That's
 7            simply not supported by the record.  But it's
 8            important to know that the North Little Rock School
 9            District did not deny the application based on its
10            merits.  And in the absence of a denial based on
11            merits we can only conclude that there were no
12            objections by the school board to the application
13            based on the merits of the application.
14                 In terms of the assessment results, the
15            PowerPoint details comparisons of the results of the
16            Lighthouse schools in Arkansas compared to North
17            Little Rock, Little Rock, and Pulaski County.  And
18            you can see on almost every measure, looking at
19            students who have only been in these schools for less
20            than five years, that these students do in fact out-
21            perform in the aggregate the school districts from
22            which we would draw students to Capitol City.  And I
23            understand at the hearing that the North Little Rock
24            data was not available for the Panel to consider in
25            the manner in which we would present it to you if
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 1            given the opportunity to have a re-hearing.
 2                 The last point I want to make is around the
 3            education program.  So I've been in education a long
 4            time.  I taught mathematics.  I understand that there
 5            are concerns about Saxon math.  We hear that from
 6            time to time around the country.  But in fact, Saxon
 7            math is a state-approved program.  It is approved to
 8            use in Arkansas schools.  We have used it effectively
 9            in Pine Bluff where we have one of the few achieving
10            schools in mathematics in the State of Arkansas.
11            There are places where it doesn't work.  In another
12            opportunity to present we would in fact detail how we
13            have in fact brought new mathematic curriculum to our
14            schools to in fact do those things that allow
15            students to be prepared to take the new assessments
16            that are aligned with the Common Core.
17                 So I know there were a lot of other things
18            discussed at that hearing based upon what I've heard
19            from our team and I'd be happy to respond to any and
20            all those issues that are raised.  But in the context
21            of should you grant us the opportunity to present
22            again, I would focus on three things: there was no
23            denial of our application on the basis of merit by
24            the North Little Rock School District; the test
25            results show that our schools are in fact,
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 1            particularly the students who have been in our
 2            schools for more than two years, are doing extremely
 3            well; and, third, we have a curriculum that produces
 4            those results and when we need to make adjustments we
 5            make those adjustments.  Thank you very much.
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  We are going to


 7            also hear from any party that wishes to oppose the
 8            resubmission.  If you would, please come forward,
 9            state your name.  And I just want to remind you as we
10            move forward that, again, it's five minutes
11            collectively -- and I don't know if there is anyone
12            else in opposition that you'll be sharing this time
13            with.  But otherwise, we are going to open the floor
14            to you.  And if you would, just state your name as
15            you begin.  Thank you.
16                 SUPT. RODGERS: My name is Kelly Rodgers; I'm
17            Superintendent of Schools in North Little Rock and I
18            do appreciate you giving us notice and letting us
19            have time to speak to each of you.  Mine is very
20            short.  I did not receive notice -- and it may have
21            been because of the transition of the superintendent.
22            The superintendent was actually out of -- had left
23            and was on vacation as I took over, so that.  And the
24            fact that the board -- we had limited information at
25            the time that we made the decision to oppose that and
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 1            that's the reason you didn't see more detail in the
 2            board agenda.  So I'm going to keep mine short and
 3            I'm going to turn it over to Ray Girdler, who has
 4            information in the packet that you have today.  Thank
 5            you.
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  If you would,


 7            when you come to the mic please state your name.
 8            Thank you.
 9                 MR. GIRDLER: My name is Ray Girdler; I am the
10            Coordinator of Data and Testing for the North Little
11            Rock School District.  Today, I brought to you a
12            packet of information addressing the results that we
13            reported directly in the letter.  I didn't formulate
14            a separate presentation.  This is just addressing the
15            data that was presented in the letter and I tried to
16            organize it in a way that it's very clear.  One of
17            the first things that you notice in the letter was
18            that Pine Bluff was left off the comparison when
19            comparing the other three Pulaski County schools to
20            their performance, so on the first page of your
21            handout.  I also want you to keep in mind they're
22            opening an elementary school and here on the front
23            page you have a comparison of North Little Rock
24            Elementary and Lighthouse elementaries at
25            Jacksonville and Pine Bluff.  If you look at the
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 1            first two data tables, you see a combined score for
 2            North Little Rock elementaries, all 12 campuses, for
 3            both literacy and math.  They had made a notion that
 4            we did not meet any of our AMO's.  That is true.
 5            That I true, but for elementaries in K-5 every -- if
 6            you look at our composite scores for all those, all
 7            our elementary schools hit all eight of those targets
 8            set by the district in K-5.  If you look down at the
 9            bottom, you'll see a comparison of Lighthouse and
10            North Little Rock in literacy.  North Little Rock
11            scored 12.8% higher in comparing those grades for
12            all; 8.6% higher in TAG.  We did fall short in math
13            at 4.8% below and 10.1% with our TAG.  If you flip to
14            the second page of the packet, it addresses high
15            school, and specifically high school math.  If you
16            look down at the bottom, there you can see for us
17            it's algebra and geometry.  You see a comparison in
18            high school where we're 5.3% above in all, 11.1%
19            above in TAG.  They did make a comment that the
20            majority of their 8th graders take algebra at the 8th
21            grade level, and so a lot of that -- you see a scale
22            and growth chart of all Pulaski County schools and
23            I've noticed the Jacksonville Lighthouse and the
24            three Pulaski County schools in that demographic and
25            that representation there.  Pine Bluff was left off
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 1            because algebra at the high school is not available
 2            for them.  And there you can see where the Pulaski
 3            County schools rank and where Jacksonville ranks as
 4            far as the 8th grade scores are concerned.  So these
 5            are the 8th graders taking algebra early.  If you
 6            flip to the last page of the handout, this is a
 7            compiled representation of the data they presented in
 8            their letter but with the inclusion of Pine Bluff
 9            schools with the Jacksonville schools together.  So
10            you see a combined look of their overall scores, if
11            you were to compile them -- and they are in fact one
12            entity, when you compare one elementary at each
13            campus and our campuses have 12.  That is a need that
14            needs to be looked at.  And in the second packet that
15            you see I made a comment at the last hearing about
16            the scale charts, how we compare grade by grade in
17            literacy and math, how they were almost identical.  I
18            just wanted you to see the visual representation of
19            that, what I was trying to explain that day, in what
20            you have before you.  I think one of the things when
21            opening a charter, to be innovative, is that there
22            needs to be addressed a need -- the community needs
23            to show a need for the charter to be in place, and I
24            think that's one thing you need to keep in mind when
25            considering this resubmission.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.
 2                 MS. STEWART: My name is Beth Stewart; I'm the
 3            Assistant Superintendent of North Little Rock.  The
 4            only thing that I want to mention today: based on
 5            what Mr. Rodgers has told you, based on the
 6            information that you have in front of you, we still
 7            stand strongly by our -- my comment during the
 8            hearing that they are still -- they have still shown
 9            no educational need in North Little Rock.  Thank you.
10                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  That's going to


11            conclude the opportunity to hear from the charter
12            applicant that has requested resubmission and any
13            party who opposes the resubmission.  I want to move
14            to the Panel to ask if they have any questions for
15            either presenter that has presented today.  Mr.
16            Hernandez, you're recognized.
17                 MR. HERNANDEZ: Thank you.  I have a question
18            for the North Little Rock data person.
19                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: If you would please come


20            back to the mic and just state your name and
21            position, we'd appreciate it.  Thank you.
22                 MR. GIRDLER: My name is Ray Girdler; I'm the
23            Coordinator of Testing and Data for the North Little
24            Rock School District.
25                 MR. HERNANDEZ: Okay.  I just wanted to clarify.
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 1            On this list that we have, on the Lighthouse portion
 2            of it, is the top section literacy and the bottom
 3            section math?  Is that --
 4                 MR. GIRDLER: That is correct.  That is correct.
 5                 MR. HERNANDEZ: Okay.  That was my only
 6            question.
 7                 MR. GIRDLER: Thank you.
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Any other questions from


 9            panel members?  Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.
10                 MS. COFFMAN: I'd like to ask a question of the
11            first gentleman for Lighthouse Charter School.
12                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: If you could please come


13            back up to the microphone --
14                 MR. RONAN: I'm Mike Ronan; I'm the founder of
15            Lighthouse Academies.
16                 MS. COFFMAN: Hi, Mike.  My question was a
17            question -- you ended your conversation by saying if
18            you needed to readdress your curriculum you would.
19            And can you tell me, do you have a process -- what is
20            the process in place for readdressing your
21            curriculum?
22                 MR. RONAN: So we have a research development
23            strategy team at Lighthouse Academies, national, that
24            reviews all of our data in-depth for every student,
25            every school, every year, against not only the Common
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 1            Core standards now but also the state standards,
 2            assessment results.  And then we look across our
 3            schools, looking at subgroups, targeted groups, and
 4            use that data to formulate whether or not the program
 5            -- the programming resources that are being used are
 6            being effective or whether they need to be changed.
 7            So that not only includes textbooks and materials
 8            like that, but it also includes responsive
 9            intervention, pullouts, and things of that nature,
10            professional development, which we believe is a very
11            strong component of our model.  So look at the data
12            and then that data is discussed with the school, the
13            school leader and the leadership team, and then that
14            team is required to develop a culture achievement
15            plan, which is a -- you might call it a school
16            improvement plan, but it's a plan with specific
17            targets for academic growth not only for the whole
18            school but also for any subgroups.  The leadership
19            team at that school is then evaluated on how well
20            they do relative to that plan.  So it's a process
21            that includes teacher evaluations and things of that
22            nature.
23                 MS. COFFMAN: And as a follow-up question, is
24            that done annually?
25                 MR. RONAN: Yeah.  It's done annually.  In fact,
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 1            we do interim assessments five times a year, so it's
 2            chunked.  So, you know, you have the mega analysis at
 3            the end of the year but every six weeks we have
 4            interim assessments in which there's the school day
 5            to day, which that process is following then the
 6            school.
 7                 MS. COFFMAN: Thank you.
 8                 MR. RONAN: You're welcome.
 9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Any other questions from the


10            Panel?  Okay.  So our next opportunity would be
11            either for discussion between the panel members --
12            any discussion or a motion?
13                 DR. WALTERS: Can I ask a question?
14                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Sure.
15                 DR. WALTERS: Okay.  So what will you be looking


16            -- we're about to vote on either a motion to give
17            them an opportunity to present again or to deny that
18            opportunity.  Is that correct?
19                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Correct.  This is to
20            consider the request for them to -- for the applicant
21            to resubmit their applications for approval.  And so
22            what we are decided today is whether the Panel will
23            allow that resubmission to occur so that a formal
24            hearing can be held or not.
25                 DR. WALTERS: I have a motion.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Dr. Walters.
 2                 DR. WALTERS: I make a motion that we deny the
 3            request to present the application on another day.
 4                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: We have a motion to consider


 5            -- to deny the consideration of Capitol City
 6            Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock,
 7            Arkansas.
 8                 MR. HERNANDEZ: I'll second.
 9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: We have a second.  Panel


10            Members, all in favor?
11                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
12                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: And so since this was a
13            denial we're going to have to go around and state the
14            reasons why we are denying the opportunity for the
15            charter to resubmit.
16                 MR. BOARDMAN: Are you sure about that?  'Cause


17            I thought that was just the first time.
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Ms. Clay, will you clarify


19            for us please?
20                 MS. CLAY: You don't have to give your reason on
21            this one.
22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Okay.  So we had no nays and


23            I believe that was unanimous.  Do we have any nays?
24                     (Brief moment of silence)
25                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  Thank you so
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 1            much, sir.  We appreciate your time.
 2  A-2: CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT


 3  PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: REDFIELD TRI-COUNTY CHARTER


 4  SCHOOL, REDFIELD, ARKANSAS
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: We're going to move on to


 6            our second agenda item.  Ms. Perry, I'm going to turn
 7            this over to you, this second -- this brings us to
 8            our second agenda item which is A-2, which is the
 9            Consideration of Request to Resubmit an Open-
10            Enrollment Public Charter School Application for the
11            Redfield Tri-County Charter School, Redfield,
12            Arkansas.  Ms. Perry.
13                 MS. PERRY: As I stated in the last item, on
14            November 13th and 14th the Charter Authorizing Panel
15            conducted hearings for open-enrollment charter
16            applicants wanting to open next school year.  The
17            representatives of the Redfield Tri-County School
18            District appeared before the Panel on November 14th
19            and requested that Redfield Tri-County Charter
20            School, the sponsoring entity, be allowed to open a
21            charter in Redfield to serve students in grade 5-12
22            with a maximum enrollment of 375.  By a unanimous
23            vote the Panel denied the application for Redfield
24            Tri-County Charter School.  Pursuant to the rules of
25            Arkansas Department of Education rules governing
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 1            public charter schools, Section 6.06.2, the applicant
 2            requests that the Panel consider as a resubmission,
 3            allowing them to resubmit the application.
 4                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any


 5            questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?
 6            Okay.  If you are with the Redfield Tri-County
 7            Charter School applicant or if you are opposing the
 8            submission of the application, if you would please
 9            stand if you plan to testify.  If you would please
10            raise your right hand -- do you swear to tell the
11            truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
12               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY)
13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  Thank you.
14            We're going to hear from -- initially from the
15            charter applicant who has requested resubmission.
16            And if you would, please be mindful that there are
17            five minutes allotted for your time to speak and that
18            would include anyone you would like to speak on
19            behalf of the resubmission to be considered.  So if
20            you would, please state your name and your five
21            minutes will begin.
22                 MS. KIGHT: My name is Amanda Kight and I'll be
23            speaking today on behalf of Redfield Tri-County
24            Charter School.  Is that too high?
25                 (COURT REPORTER'S NOTE: Ms. Kight was
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 1            indicating the microphone).
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Yes.  I'm sorry.
 3                 MS. KIGHT: That's okay.  I'm vertically
 4            challenged.  We believe that we should be allowed to
 5            have another hearing because during our hearing
 6            accidentally some of the members of the Panel were
 7            actually looking at someone else's budget, based on
 8            comments and questions that they asked to us during
 9            our hearing.  I had voiced a couple of times during
10            the hearing I was confused; I didn't understand where
11            you were getting the questions and the hearing kept
12            proceeding.  And it didn't hit me until I was driving
13            home what had happened because I knew that wasn't my
14            budget; I knew I didn't have salaries like that.  So
15            I had called and communicated with Mary Perry the
16            next day and kind of told her what I thought had
17            happened but I was going to wait for the video to
18            come up on the website just to make sure.  And so
19            once the video came up on the ADE website I went back
20            and I found in the hearing where we had kind of
21            gotten off-track a little bit.  I believe it was the
22            Quest budget that had been presented right before me
23            that a couple of panel members had and I believe that
24            some of the comments and questions that they made may
25            have adversely impacted some other members' opinion
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 1            because they were asking questions on the budget that
 2            wasn't really mine.  I had also presented a letter of
 3            intent from Mr. Ken Shollmier that was for an $85,000
 4            donation; that was not taken into consideration, I
 5            don't believe, because there was a lot of concerns
 6            over our -- how much money we had allowed for
 7            transportation and we only had 2% left of our budget.
 8            We can go back and watch the video to kind of hear
 9            those questions.  But in reality, had Mr. Shollmier's
10            $85,000 been considered we had a very nice healthy 9%
11            left over, which is actually more left over in that
12            revenue verses expenditures than the two applications
13            that were approved had in their budget.
14                 There were also questions about our curriculum.
15            The reason we feel that we need another hearing on
16            the curriculum part is, in July, we came to the
17            workshop that Mary Perry presented for us and we
18            learned a lot and took lots of notes, did lots of
19            things.  And one of the things that we immediately
20            tried to do was to join the APSRC so we could have
21            access to a Curriculum Specialist, because that was
22            one of the services that they provide when you become
23            a member.  Well, we did put in our application but we
24            were denied because we did not have approval yet for
25            a charter school.  So we kind of thought, Okay, maybe
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 1            we shouldn't have to have it well-defined at this
 2            point.  And then we looked at the question in the
 3            application and the verbiage in that question on the
 4            curriculum actually says, "What process will be used
 5            to define an aligned curriculum?"  So I admit we were
 6            weak the first presentation on our curriculum
 7            definition, but that was kind of based on the
 8            experience we had trying to get into the APSRC and in
 9            the wording of the question on the application.  We
10            will gladly be able to go get the services of the
11            Curriculum Specialist and we will have a much better
12            defined curriculum if we are allowed to come back
13            before you.  We will submit a revised budget that
14            includes Mr. Shollmier's $85,000 donation so there
15            will be less confusion over how much our net revenue-
16            to-expenditure really is.  And we just wanted to
17            reiterate that, you know, we are a grassroots
18            efforts; we are nothing but volunteers; we have spent
19            thousands -- over 1,000 hours preparing for this.  We
20            really have worked hard.  Our application was a clean
21            application.  I looked at all the other applicants;
22            the application that we had, in my opinion, is that
23            we were a very strong contender.  We had met the
24            standard on 11 of the questions.  There were very few
25            issues raised in our responses.  We addressed all
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 1            those and when we got our summary there was one
 2            outstanding issue with the Gifted and Talented and we
 3            addressed that successfully.  We really believe that
 4            we are speaking for the people in the Redfield Tri-
 5            County area.  We have almost 800 signatures and you
 6            bump that up against a lot of these other
 7            applications, they had 500 signatures and they're in
 8            urban areas with lots of population.  We're talking
 9            about a rural part of the area in Arkansas where
10            those three counties come together, where it's people
11            living on acres and acres of land.  There's not a
12            dense population.  We have almost 800 signatures.
13            The families there are crying out to have a school in
14            that area.  The surrounding middle schools in our
15            area -- I believe this past year they were all in the
16            Needs Improvement category and we would like the
17            opportunity to provide a choice for the people that
18            live in our area to have a school in that community
19            that welcomes everybody in that area and hopefully
20            can provide a great education.  Strong community
21            support -- I mean, this is "for the community, by the
22            community."  Okay?  And we feel if we're given the
23            opportunity to represent and more strongly address
24            those two areas of concern that you'll see that we
25            are well-prepared and committed to finishing this
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 1            process.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you very much.  Anyone


 3            who is here to speak in opposition of the
 4            application?
 5                     (Brief moment of silence)
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.
 7                 MS. KIGHT: Thank you.
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Panel Members, questions


 9            that you may have of the applicant?
10                 DR. WALTERS: I have a question for Ms. Perry.
11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Ms. Perry, if you could
12            please come up to the mic.  Thank you.
13                 MS. PERRY: Yes, ma'am.
14                 DR. WALTERS: Ms. Perry, the issue with the
15            budget, I'm just trying to get straightened out to
16            make sure I'm looking at the correct budget.  I don't
17            remember every question that I asked but I remember
18            that one of the questions that I asked the group was
19            that they had $5,000 budgeted for two buses, for two
20            used buses.  Am I looking at the correct budget?
21                 MS. PERRY: The applicant is confirming that you
22            are looking at the correct budget.
23                 MS. KIGHT: Yes.  You and Mr. Hoy were looking
24            at the correct budget.
25                 DR. WALTERS: Okay.  All right.  Okay.  I just
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 1            needed to make sure I was looking at the right thing.
 2            Thank you.
 3                 MS. KIGHT: May I add one thing to that?  But
 4            the budget you were looking at --
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: I'm sorry.  If you could,
 6            please come back to the mic and state your name.  I'm
 7            sorry.  Thank you.
 8                 MS. KIGHT: My name is Amanda Kight.  And the
 9            budget that you are looking at did not have the LOI
10            from Mr. Shollmier in it.  And if you'd included
11            that, then we have a surplus and I think we have
12            enough funds to totally address your concern of the
13            maintenance -- and double it, if we need to -- and
14            still having revenue left over at the end.  And one
15            thing I wanted to bring up too -- being in this spot
16            for me is not a comfortable position.  It's hard to
17            get up and speak in front of people; it's hard to get
18            up and speak for a whole community of people.  There
19            was a lot of pressure.  And when you got off on the
20            wrong budget, that happened at kind of the very
21            beginning of our hearing; it was 10 or 15 minutes in,
22            maybe.  And it really rocked me and I did not -- I
23            should have been able to address your concern on the
24            maintenance with Mr. Shollmier's letter, and I did
25            not do that; I failed to do that.  But having those
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 1            questions at the beginning with the state director,
 2            $90,000, .25 -- and I'm sitting there kind of going,
 3            "I'm not sure what numbers you're looking at."  I was
 4            really rocked, you know, and it really did -- I did
 5            not do a very good job.  I actually did a poor job
 6            addressing your concerns over the textbooks and the
 7            transportation.  But I do believe that that is --
 8            that if Mr. Shollmier's letter is considered, per the
 9            LOI amount that he had, that we have plenty of money
10            to address those concerns.
11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Mr. Hernandez, who would you


12            like to bring to the mic?
13                 MR. HERNANDEZ: Same person.
14                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Sorry.
15                 MS. KIGHT: Do I have to state my name again?
16                 MR. HERNANDEZ: I just have a question in
17            regards to Mr. Shollmier.  Mr. Shollmier, the
18            $85,000, is that going to be an annual reoccurring
19            deal or --
20                 MS. KIGHT: No.  That letter, the LOI, the way I
21            understand Mr. Shollmier's intent for this year was a
22            one-time donation.  Now he did not include that he
23            would give us more money in our second year, but he
24            did not -- we did not go that far with him in asking
25            for that.
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 1                 MR. HERNANDEZ: Okay.  Thank you.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Mr. Hoy, you're recognized


 3            for questions.
 4                 MR. HOY: Thank you.  I think my question is for
 5            Legal.  Do we have someone from Legal?
 6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Ms. Clay or Mr. Lasiter, if


 7            you could please come to the mic.  Thank you.
 8                 MR. HOY: Clarification on donations.  Is it
 9            allowable to include donations not yet received in a
10            budget in this scenario?
11                 MR. LASITER: I mean, it's certainly allowable
12            to consider that as a panel and, you know, you want
13            to weigh with them is it certainly money that's going
14            to be there.  There's nothing that says that you
15            can't consider that as a part of -- going toward
16            their budget to get started.  You know, it's my
17            understanding that charter applicants routinely take
18            donations.  I mean, they are a 501(c)(3) organization
19            so they routinely take donations in order to get
20            started.  So it's something that you certainly can
21            consider.
22                 MR. HOY: Okay.
23                 MR. BOARDMAN: Well, and actually they don't --
24                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Mr. Boardman?
25                 MR. BOARDMAN: Yeah.  Thank you.  Actually, they
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 1            don't have any money anyway.  I mean, basically none
 2            of the charter schools -- their budgets are based on
 3            anticipated enrollments and anticipation anyway, so
 4            --
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Questions from the Panel?


 6            Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.  Who would you like
 7            to bring to the mic?
 8                 MS. COFFMAN: Her.  If you recall in our
 9            previous conversations about curriculum, I think
10            you've addressed that today.  And so my question is:
11            what has changed in your relationship with seeking
12            services from APSRC?
13                 MS. KIGHT: Now that we know that it is a
14            requirement to have a better defined curriculum we
15            are more than willing to spend that money right now,
16            money that we have in the bank for our organization,
17            and get that done without being a member of APSRC.
18            Because we were trying to watch our -- be fiscally
19            responsible and we thought we'd pay the $2,500 to
20            APSRC and get that service provided.  But based on
21            the work and the hours and the time involved in doing
22            this whole process I would gladly go -- I would pay
23            for it, you know, just 'cause I want us to have the
24            best possible chance.
25                 MS. COFFMAN: Okay.
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 1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: I'm sorry, just a moment.


 2            Any additional questions that you have for her?
 3                 MS. COFFMAN: I was just wondering what your
 4            alternative plan -- you said you would gladly pay.
 5            But how are you going to seek those services?
 6                 MS. KIGHT: A couple of different avenues.  I've
 7            talked to a couple of different educators and they
 8            have given me a couple of names -- they had a couple
 9            of names that they would be willing to provide me
10            that are Curriculum Specialists I can contact.  And
11            the other one is Mr. Shollmier, who has become
12            involved in this process.  He has offered to work
13            with the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and
14            get them to do our curriculum for us.  So I have
15            those two options on the table.  One of them, I know,
16            is an attempt, kind of like a letter of intent, but I
17            don't have that letter of intent so I can tell you
18            that my back-up plan -- because ideally I would love
19            the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville to do my
20            curriculum.  That would be great.  If that falls
21            through, then we would pay -- I would pay out of my
22            own money to get that done.
23                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  Any other
24            questions from the panel members?  Discussion between
25            the panel members?  Thank you so much.
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 1                 MS. KIGHT: One thing.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Sure.
 3                 MS. KIGHT: Mr. Shollmier had intended to be
 4            here today with us so he could speak but he has
 5            recently purchased a building in Redfield and its
 6            been vacant for a while.  It's like 9,000 square
 7            feet.  And he just -- with the weather moving in he's
 8            had some issues with some possible freezing pipes
 9            that he's trying to address.  But he has committed to
10            -- if we get a rehearing, he will be present and so
11            we could include him and he would be a speaker on our
12            behalf.
13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  Any discussion


14            between panel members?
15                 MR. BOARDMAN: Yeah.  This is between us.  I
16            don't know exactly if we decide to do this, the
17            timing, how this relates to when the hearing would
18            be, when it would have to be, and when a final
19            decision would have to be made and all that.  Do
20            y'all -- do we --
21                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Ms. Clay or Ms. Perry, if


22            you would, please come address that question.  Mr.
23            Boardman, his question is what the timeline would
24            look like if we did allow a resubmission of the
25            charter application to occur.
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 1                 MR. LASITER: I know that you have a panel
 2            meeting scheduled for, I guess, January but you could
 3            also call your own meeting if you decided to re-hear
 4            it.  In terms of timing for the State Board, there
 5            are two different authorizers in this process;
 6            there's you and the State Board.  So I would worry
 7            about -- focus on your own process and what you want
 8            to do and then, of course, that process -- whatever
 9            finding that you make could be reviewed by the State
10            Board under the timelines under the law.
11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.
12                 MR. LASITER: So really the timing is open.
13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Thank you.  Any other
14            discussion among panel members or follow-up
15            questions?
16                 MR. HERNANDEZ: I'll make a motion to deny the
17            request for a rehearing.
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: We have a motion to deny the


19            request for a resubmission of the charter
20            application.
21                 MR. HOY: Second.
22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Second from Mr. Hoy.  All


23            those in favor?
24                 MR. HERNANDEZ: Aye.
25                 MR. HOY: Aye.
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 1                 DR. WALTERS: Aye.
 2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Any opposed?
 3                 MR. BOARDMAN: No.
 4                 MS. COFFMAN: No.
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: We have two opposed.  Mr.


 6            Lasiter, if we have opposition do we need to state
 7            why we have opposition?
 8                 MR. LASITER: No, ma'am.  You just want to make
 9            sure -- was it a three-to-two vote?
10                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Yes, sir.  A three-to-two
11            vote to deny the resubmission for the charter
12            application for the Tri-field [sic] County -- I'm
13            sorry, I apologize -- for the Tri-County Charter
14            School for Redfield, Arkansas.  Mr. Lasiter, did you
15            have another comment?  I'm sorry.
16                 MR. LASITER: Well, just whenever you're --
17            before we adjourn.
18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Yes, sir.  I do want to
19            thank you for coming back out and I understand what
20            the concerns were in terms of the budget.  But I do
21            want to note that I think we encouraged you after the
22            conclusion to go forth and begin looking and working
23            through the curriculum process, and I would still
24            encourage you to do so for that resubmission to occur
25            at a later date.  So, thank you so much for coming.
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 1            We appreciate it.
 2                 MR. BOARDMAN: Can I --
 3                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: I'm sorry.  Mr. Boardman,


 4            you're recognized.
 5                 MR. BOARDMAN: I would like to really encourage
 6            that also.  I don't think of all the people that have
 7            been before us I have had a group that was any more
 8            sincere and any more dedicated to make this work than
 9            this group.  And I know it would be difficult to go
10            back and try to do some of this again, but I think it
11            will be worth it because I really think that y'all
12            have the students' best interest in mind and you're
13            trying to do something right.
14                 DR. WALTERS: Can I say something?
15                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: Dr. Walters, you're
16            recognized.
17                 DR. WALTERS: And I know we don't have to tell
18            our reasons but I just -- because I know the group
19            feels like there was a technicality with the budget
20            and I just want to make sure that you understand that
21            my reasons for voting to deny last time weren't
22            because of the budget questions that anyone raised
23            that was from an erroneous budget.  You know, there
24            were several reasons and I think you're working
25            towards addressing some of those but, you know, I
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 1            didn't feel like today that what was brought to us
 2            was a reason to bring it back up this soon.  But I
 3            agree with what Mr. Boardman said, as well.  Thank
 4            you.
 5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: And I would concur also with


 6            the budget issue.  That might -- I would -- I am
 7            interested to see what the curriculum might look
 8            like, something that we -- tangible that we could
 9            review and something we could actually look forward
10            to.  So in terms of the panel, Mr. Lasiter, we'll
11            turn it over to you.
12                 MR. LASITER: Just a couple of things.  I wanted
13            to make sure everyone knows that regardless of what
14            happened today in this meeting these applications
15            will still be on the agenda of the next State Board
16            of Education meeting.  Now that meeting was scheduled
17            to take place on Monday but we've recently learned
18            this afternoon it's going to be postponed one week
19            due to the weather.  So just for the applicants that
20            are here today, the State Board of Education still
21            has an independent right of review of each one of
22            these decisions and so they will be on the agenda for
23            the next State Board of Education meeting.  And the
24            State Board of Education will decide at that point
25            whether to exercise its own right of review.  If it


Page 38


 1            does that, there will be a full hearing before the
 2            State Board.  So I just wanted to make sure that
 3            everyone was aware of that process, number one.  And
 4            then, number two, that everyone was aware of the fact
 5            that we are not going to have a State Board meeting
 6            on Monday; it will happen the next following Monday,
 7            which I believe is the 16th at 9:00 in this room.
 8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI: So we will -- the State
 9            Board of Education will be meeting on Monday, the
10            16th, and will begin at 8:00 [sic] and that will be
11            an opportunity for the State Board to -- I'm sorry --
12            9:00 a.m.  That will be the next opportunity for the
13            State Board to review applications.
14                 Thank you.  This meeting is adjourned.
15 
16              (The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.)
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
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 1                        P R O C E E D I N G S
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Good afternoon.  We're going
  


 3             to go ahead and get started.  We've got the members
  


 4             of the Charter Authorizing Panel here with us, and
  


 5             thank you so much for those of you who were able to
  


 6             come and join us and be in attendance today.  We
  


 7             definitely appreciate your time and appreciate you
  


 8             understanding the short notice in terms of the
  


 9             timeline that we're under.  My name is Megan
  


10             Witonski; I'm the vice chair of the Charter
  


11             Authorizing Panel and I am going to be serving as
  


12             chair today for Dr. Tom Kimbrell who could not be
  


13             with us in attendance today.  The Charter Authorizing
  


14             Panel -- I just want to make sure that we are clear
  


15             on why we are meeting today so that we are all on the
  


16             same page.  We are meeting today to consider the
  


17             application requests of two open-enrollment charter
  


18             applicants and this is for the charter applicants to
  


19             actually resubmit their application for approval.
  


20             And there were two applications that would be
  


21             considered for this, which would be Capitol City
  


22             Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock,
  


23             Arkansas, and also for Redfield Tri-County Charter
  


24             School in Redfield, Arkansas.
  


25                  So just to clarify before we move forward,
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 1             Arkansas law and the State Board of Education rules
  


 2             state that an authorizer may allow an applicant for
  


 3             an open-enrollment public charter school to resubmit
  


 4             their application if the original application was
  


 5             found to be deficient in some way.  So before we
  


 6             begin with the agenda items I want to make sure that
  


 7             we all understand why we are here today and explain
  


 8             to those that are present that the decision before
  


 9             the Panel today is to decide whether or not to allow
  


10             those applications to be reconsidered.  And if we
  


11             vote to allow resubmission we will need to schedule a
  


12             future hearing date for the charter applicant and
  


13             those applications would be heard at that time.  So
  


14             before we go further I just want to ask the Charter
  


15             Panel if you guys have any questions before we move
  


16             forward?
  


17                      (Brief moment of silence)
  


18                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So with the consent of the
  


19             Panel, if everyone is okay and doesn't have any
  


20             questions, we are going to allow each party to speak
  


21             for five minutes on the limited question of whether
  


22             the Panel should allow the applicant to submit --
  


23             resubmit their charter application.  And, again, I
  


24             want to make sure that we're very clear that the --
  


25             we want to emphasize with the speakers that are here
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 1             with us today, this is not a full hearing.  We are
  


 2             not here to conduct full hearings for either
  


 3             potential or proposed charter applications.  This is
  


 4             simply to determine whether we will allow a
  


 5             resubmission of the application to enact a full
  


 6             hearing.  And I just want to clarify that, instead,
  


 7             as a panel we want to hear why we should or should
  


 8             not hear or allow a resubmission of your application
  


 9             in a hearing process.  And we want to make sure also
  


10             that we hear from the party who initially requested
  


11             the application first and then we can follow that
  


12             with anyone who may have any opposition to the
  


13             resubmission being allowed.  So after we've had
  


14             presentation by both parties then I will open the
  


15             floor, Panel Members, to you so that if you have any
  


16             questions or you need further clarification we can do
  


17             that at that time.  So, Panel Members, is everyone
  


18             okay with that in terms of moving forward with this
  


19             process?
  


20              (All Panel Members answered affirmatively)
  


21                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So we will be setting a
  


22             timer for you to be allowed to have time to be -- to
  


23             speak on the floor and I just want to clarify that's
  


24             five minutes for each group.  So if you are the
  


25             applicant who is asking for the resubmission of why
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 1             we should hear the application again or have a full
  


 2             hearing, you would have five minutes and,
  


 3             collectively, those in opposition would also have
  


 4             five minutes.
  


 5   A-1:  CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT
  


 6   PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: CAPITOL CITY LIGHTHOUSE
  


 7   CHARTER SCHOOL, NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So before we begin I would
  


 9             ask that we bring Ms. Mary Perry, if you would --
  


10             we've got our agenda items that are included and I
  


11             believe first up on our agenda item is Item A-1,
  


12             which is the Consideration of Request to Resubmit an
  


13             Open-Enrollment Public School Charter Application;
  


14             that is for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School,
  


15             in North Little Rock, Arkansas.  And so if you could
  


16             introduce this item to us and share some information,
  


17             we'd appreciate it.
  


18                  MS. PERRY:  Thank you.  On November 13th and
  


19             14th, 2013, the Charter Authorizing Panel conducted
  


20             hearings for open-enrollment charter applicants
  


21             wanting to open schools in 2014-2015.
  


22             Representatives of Capitol City Lighthouse Charter
  


23             School appeared before the panel on November 13th and
  


24             requested that Lighthouse Academies of Central
  


25             Arkansas, Incorporated, the sponsoring entity, be
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 1             allowed to open a charter in North Little Rock to
  


 2             serve students in grade K-12 with a maximum
  


 3             enrollment of 750.  Representatives of the North
  


 4             Little Rock School District and the Little Rock
  


 5             School District spoke in opposition to the charter.
  


 6             By a five-to-one vote the Panel denied the
  


 7             application for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter
  


 8             School.  And pursuant, as Dr. Witonski said, to
  


 9             Section 6.06.2 of the Arkansas Department of
  


10             Education rules governing public charter schools, the
  


11             applicant is here to request the Panel consider
  


12             allowing the resubmission of the application.  You do
  


13             have folks who would need to be sworn in for both --
  


14             there are representatives here from North Little
  


15             Rock, as well as the applicant.  And you have two
  


16             pieces of information in front of you.  One of them
  


17             indicates Lighthouse -- Lighthouse has that and I'm
  


18             sure they'll tell you what those are.  There is
  


19             another packet with paper that's stapled and North
  


20             Little Rock asks that you have that information.
  


21             Thank you.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any
  


23             questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?
  


24             Okay.  I'd like for anyone that is associated with
  


25             the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School who plans
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 1             to speak for the application to be resubmitted for a
  


 2             hearing to please stand, and anyone who would like to
  


 3             oppose the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School in
  


 4             North Little Rock, Arkansas, who plans to testify, if
  


 5             you would please stand.  If you would, please raise
  


 6             your right hand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the
  


 7             whole truth and nothing but the truth?
  


 8                (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY)
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  You may be
  


10             seated.  We're going to begin with the open-
  


11             enrollment applicant for the charter application that
  


12             is requesting resubmission, and that would be from
  


13             Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School.
  


14                  MR. RONAN:  Good afternoon.
  


15                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  If you would,
  


16             just state your name and I just want to remind you
  


17             that you and anyone that is here to testify on behalf
  


18             of have five minutes and I will begin that process
  


19             now.
  


20                  MR. RONAN:  My name is Michael Ronan; I'm the
  


21             founder and CEO of Lighthouse Academies.  I began my
  


22             career in education as a middle school teacher.  I
  


23             taught math, English and history.  Eventually, I
  


24             became a school superintendent and I was a school
  


25             superintendent for 16 years in the ninth lowest







Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510


- December 5, 2013


9


  
 1             spending school district in Massachusetts.  I founded
  


 2             Lighthouse Academies in 2003.  We came here to
  


 3             Arkansas in 2009, opened our first charter school in
  


 4             Jacksonville; expanded that school at the request of
  


 5             the U.S. Air Force, to the Air Force Base, and opened
  


 6             a school in Pine Bluff.  We submitted an application
  


 7             with the applicant to open a school in North Little
  


 8             Rock.  You heard the application and it was denied,
  


 9             and the reasons for denial in the letter from the
  


10             Arkansas Department of Education were two things: one
  


11             was the curriculum, questions about the curriculum,
  


12             the education program; and the other was about the
  


13             test results.  I want to ask for reconsideration so
  


14             that these matters may be considered more fully and
  


15             that we can respond more fully in a new hearing to
  


16             those questions.
  


17                  Today, I'm going to highly just three things,
  


18             given the time allotted.  I think the first thing,
  


19             which is technical and wasn't mentioned in the denial
  


20             letter, is the question about whether or not the
  


21             North Little Rock School District had proper notice
  


22             for the application.  And as you can see from reading
  


23             our documents, we have spelled out all of the points
  


24             at which the North Little Rock School District had
  


25             proper notice.  In addition, the Department of







Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510


- December 5, 2013


10


  
 1             Education found that the applicant met that standard.
  


 2             In looking at the minutes from the North Little Rock
  


 3             School Board meeting, in which the application was
  


 4             discussed, the North Little Rock School District
  


 5             denied the application based on perception of their
  


 6             failure to have the application to review.  That's
  


 7             simply not supported by the record.  But it's
  


 8             important to know that the North Little Rock School
  


 9             District did not deny the application based on its
  


10             merits.  And in the absence of a denial based on
  


11             merits we can only conclude that there were no
  


12             objections by the school board to the application
  


13             based on the merits of the application.
  


14                  In terms of the assessment results, the
  


15             PowerPoint details comparisons of the results of the
  


16             Lighthouse schools in Arkansas compared to North
  


17             Little Rock, Little Rock, and Pulaski County.  And
  


18             you can see on almost every measure, looking at
  


19             students who have only been in these schools for less
  


20             than five years, that these students do in fact out-
  


21             perform in the aggregate the school districts from
  


22             which we would draw students to Capitol City.  And I
  


23             understand at the hearing that the North Little Rock
  


24             data was not available for the Panel to consider in
  


25             the manner in which we would present it to you if
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 1             given the opportunity to have a re-hearing.
  


 2                  The last point I want to make is around the
  


 3             education program.  So I've been in education a long
  


 4             time.  I taught mathematics.  I understand that there
  


 5             are concerns about Saxon math.  We hear that from
  


 6             time to time around the country.  But in fact, Saxon
  


 7             math is a state-approved program.  It is approved to
  


 8             use in Arkansas schools.  We have used it effectively
  


 9             in Pine Bluff where we have one of the few achieving
  


10             schools in mathematics in the State of Arkansas.
  


11             There are places where it doesn't work.  In another
  


12             opportunity to present we would in fact detail how we
  


13             have in fact brought new mathematic curriculum to our
  


14             schools to in fact do those things that allow
  


15             students to be prepared to take the new assessments
  


16             that are aligned with the Common Core.
  


17                  So I know there were a lot of other things
  


18             discussed at that hearing based upon what I've heard
  


19             from our team and I'd be happy to respond to any and
  


20             all those issues that are raised.  But in the context
  


21             of should you grant us the opportunity to present
  


22             again, I would focus on three things: there was no
  


23             denial of our application on the basis of merit by
  


24             the North Little Rock School District; the test
  


25             results show that our schools are in fact,
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 1             particularly the students who have been in our
  


 2             schools for more than two years, are doing extremely
  


 3             well; and, third, we have a curriculum that produces
  


 4             those results and when we need to make adjustments we
  


 5             make those adjustments.  Thank you very much.
  


 6                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  We are going to
  


 7             also hear from any party that wishes to oppose the
  


 8             resubmission.  If you would, please come forward,
  


 9             state your name.  And I just want to remind you as we
  


10             move forward that, again, it's five minutes
  


11             collectively -- and I don't know if there is anyone
  


12             else in opposition that you'll be sharing this time
  


13             with.  But otherwise, we are going to open the floor
  


14             to you.  And if you would, just state your name as
  


15             you begin.  Thank you.
  


16                  SUPT. RODGERS:  My name is Kelly Rodgers; I'm
  


17             Superintendent of Schools in North Little Rock and I
  


18             do appreciate you giving us notice and letting us
  


19             have time to speak to each of you.  Mine is very
  


20             short.  I did not receive notice -- and it may have
  


21             been because of the transition of the superintendent.
  


22             The superintendent was actually out of -- had left
  


23             and was on vacation as I took over, so that.  And the
  


24             fact that the board -- we had limited information at
  


25             the time that we made the decision to oppose that and
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 1             that's the reason you didn't see more detail in the
  


 2             board agenda.  So I'm going to keep mine short and
  


 3             I'm going to turn it over to Ray Girdler, who has
  


 4             information in the packet that you have today.  Thank
  


 5             you.
  


 6                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  If you would,
  


 7             when you come to the mic please state your name.
  


 8             Thank you.
  


 9                  MR. GIRDLER:  My name is Ray Girdler; I am the
  


10             Coordinator of Data and Testing for the North Little
  


11             Rock School District.  Today, I brought to you a
  


12             packet of information addressing the results that we
  


13             reported directly in the letter.  I didn't formulate
  


14             a separate presentation.  This is just addressing the
  


15             data that was presented in the letter and I tried to
  


16             organize it in a way that it's very clear.  One of
  


17             the first things that you notice in the letter was
  


18             that Pine Bluff was left off the comparison when
  


19             comparing the other three Pulaski County schools to
  


20             their performance, so on the first page of your
  


21             handout.  I also want you to keep in mind they're
  


22             opening an elementary school and here on the front
  


23             page you have a comparison of North Little Rock
  


24             Elementary and Lighthouse elementaries at
  


25             Jacksonville and Pine Bluff.  If you look at the
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 1             first two data tables, you see a combined score for
  


 2             North Little Rock elementaries, all 12 campuses, for
  


 3             both literacy and math.  They had made a notion that
  


 4             we did not meet any of our AMO's.  That is true.
  


 5             That I true, but for elementaries in K-5 every -- if
  


 6             you look at our composite scores for all those, all
  


 7             our elementary schools hit all eight of those targets
  


 8             set by the district in K-5.  If you look down at the
  


 9             bottom, you'll see a comparison of Lighthouse and
  


10             North Little Rock in literacy.  North Little Rock
  


11             scored 12.8% higher in comparing those grades for
  


12             all; 8.6% higher in TAG.  We did fall short in math
  


13             at 4.8% below and 10.1% with our TAG.  If you flip to
  


14             the second page of the packet, it addresses high
  


15             school, and specifically high school math.  If you
  


16             look down at the bottom, there you can see for us
  


17             it's algebra and geometry.  You see a comparison in
  


18             high school where we're 5.3% above in all, 11.1%
  


19             above in TAG.  They did make a comment that the
  


20             majority of their 8th graders take algebra at the 8th
  


21             grade level, and so a lot of that -- you see a scale
  


22             and growth chart of all Pulaski County schools and
  


23             I've noticed the Jacksonville Lighthouse and the
  


24             three Pulaski County schools in that demographic and
  


25             that representation there.  Pine Bluff was left off
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 1             because algebra at the high school is not available
  


 2             for them.  And there you can see where the Pulaski
  


 3             County schools rank and where Jacksonville ranks as
  


 4             far as the 8th grade scores are concerned.  So these
  


 5             are the 8th graders taking algebra early.  If you
  


 6             flip to the last page of the handout, this is a
  


 7             compiled representation of the data they presented in
  


 8             their letter but with the inclusion of Pine Bluff
  


 9             schools with the Jacksonville schools together.  So
  


10             you see a combined look of their overall scores, if
  


11             you were to compile them -- and they are in fact one
  


12             entity, when you compare one elementary at each
  


13             campus and our campuses have 12.  That is a need that
  


14             needs to be looked at.  And in the second packet that
  


15             you see I made a comment at the last hearing about
  


16             the scale charts, how we compare grade by grade in
  


17             literacy and math, how they were almost identical.  I
  


18             just wanted you to see the visual representation of
  


19             that, what I was trying to explain that day, in what
  


20             you have before you.  I think one of the things when
  


21             opening a charter, to be innovative, is that there
  


22             needs to be addressed a need -- the community needs
  


23             to show a need for the charter to be in place, and I
  


24             think that's one thing you need to keep in mind when
  


25             considering this resubmission.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.
  


 2                  MS. STEWART:  My name is Beth Stewart; I'm the
  


 3             Assistant Superintendent of North Little Rock.  The
  


 4             only thing that I want to mention today: based on
  


 5             what Mr. Rodgers has told you, based on the
  


 6             information that you have in front of you, we still
  


 7             stand strongly by our -- my comment during the
  


 8             hearing that they are still -- they have still shown
  


 9             no educational need in North Little Rock.  Thank you.
  


10                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  That's going to
  


11             conclude the opportunity to hear from the charter
  


12             applicant that has requested resubmission and any
  


13             party who opposes the resubmission.  I want to move
  


14             to the Panel to ask if they have any questions for
  


15             either presenter that has presented today.  Mr.
  


16             Hernandez, you're recognized.
  


17                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  Thank you.  I have a question
  


18             for the North Little Rock data person.
  


19                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  If you would please come
  


20             back to the mic and just state your name and
  


21             position, we'd appreciate it.  Thank you.
  


22                  MR. GIRDLER:  My name is Ray Girdler; I'm the
  


23             Coordinator of Testing and Data for the North Little
  


24             Rock School District.
  


25                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  I just wanted to clarify.
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 1             On this list that we have, on the Lighthouse portion
  


 2             of it, is the top section literacy and the bottom
  


 3             section math?  Is that --
  


 4                  MR. GIRDLER:  That is correct.  That is correct.
  


 5                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  That was my only
  


 6             question.
  


 7                  MR. GIRDLER:  Thank you.
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any other questions from
  


 9             panel members?  Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.
  


10                  MS. COFFMAN:  I'd like to ask a question of the
  


11             first gentleman for Lighthouse Charter School.
  


12                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  If you could please come
  


13             back up to the microphone --
  


14                  MR. RONAN:  I'm Mike Ronan; I'm the founder of
  


15             Lighthouse Academies.
  


16                  MS. COFFMAN:  Hi, Mike.  My question was a
  


17             question -- you ended your conversation by saying if
  


18             you needed to readdress your curriculum you would.
  


19             And can you tell me, do you have a process -- what is
  


20             the process in place for readdressing your
  


21             curriculum?
  


22                  MR. RONAN:  So we have a research development
  


23             strategy team at Lighthouse Academies, national, that
  


24             reviews all of our data in-depth for every student,
  


25             every school, every year, against not only the Common
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 1             Core standards now but also the state standards,
  


 2             assessment results.  And then we look across our
  


 3             schools, looking at subgroups, targeted groups, and
  


 4             use that data to formulate whether or not the program
  


 5             -- the programming resources that are being used are
  


 6             being effective or whether they need to be changed.
  


 7             So that not only includes textbooks and materials
  


 8             like that, but it also includes responsive
  


 9             intervention, pullouts, and things of that nature,
  


10             professional development, which we believe is a very
  


11             strong component of our model.  So look at the data
  


12             and then that data is discussed with the school, the
  


13             school leader and the leadership team, and then that
  


14             team is required to develop a culture achievement
  


15             plan, which is a -- you might call it a school
  


16             improvement plan, but it's a plan with specific
  


17             targets for academic growth not only for the whole
  


18             school but also for any subgroups.  The leadership
  


19             team at that school is then evaluated on how well
  


20             they do relative to that plan.  So it's a process
  


21             that includes teacher evaluations and things of that
  


22             nature.
  


23                  MS. COFFMAN:  And as a follow-up question, is
  


24             that done annually?
  


25                  MR. RONAN:  Yeah.  It's done annually.  In fact,
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 1             we do interim assessments five times a year, so it's
  


 2             chunked.  So, you know, you have the mega analysis at
  


 3             the end of the year but every six weeks we have
  


 4             interim assessments in which there's the school day
  


 5             to day, which that process is following then the
  


 6             school.
  


 7                  MS. COFFMAN:  Thank you.
  


 8                  MR. RONAN:  You're welcome.
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any other questions from the
  


10             Panel?  Okay.  So our next opportunity would be
  


11             either for discussion between the panel members --
  


12             any discussion or a motion?
  


13                  DR. WALTERS:  Can I ask a question?
  


14                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sure.
  


15                  DR. WALTERS:  Okay.  So what will you be looking
  


16             -- we're about to vote on either a motion to give
  


17             them an opportunity to present again or to deny that
  


18             opportunity.  Is that correct?
  


19                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Correct.  This is to
  


20             consider the request for them to -- for the applicant
  


21             to resubmit their applications for approval.  And so
  


22             what we are decided today is whether the Panel will
  


23             allow that resubmission to occur so that a formal
  


24             hearing can be held or not.
  


25                  DR. WALTERS:  I have a motion.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Dr. Walters.
  


 2                  DR. WALTERS:  I make a motion that we deny the
  


 3             request to present the application on another day.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a motion to consider
  


 5             -- to deny the consideration of Capitol City
  


 6             Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock,
  


 7             Arkansas.
  


 8                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  I'll second.
  


 9                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a second.  Panel
  


10             Members, all in favor?
  


11                      (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
  


12                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  And so since this was a
  


13             denial we're going to have to go around and state the
  


14             reasons why we are denying the opportunity for the
  


15             charter to resubmit.
  


16                  MR. BOARDMAN:  Are you sure about that?  'Cause
  


17             I thought that was just the first time.
  


18                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay, will you clarify
  


19             for us please?
  


20                  MS. CLAY:  You don't have to give your reason on
  


21             this one.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Okay.  So we had no nays and
  


23             I believe that was unanimous.  Do we have any nays?
  


24                      (Brief moment of silence)
  


25                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you so
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 1             much, sir.  We appreciate your time.
  


 2   A-2:  CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT
  


 3   PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: REDFIELD TRI-COUNTY CHARTER
  


 4   SCHOOL, REDFIELD, ARKANSAS
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We're going to move on to
  


 6             our second agenda item.  Ms. Perry, I'm going to turn
  


 7             this over to you, this second -- this brings us to
  


 8             our second agenda item which is A-2, which is the
  


 9             Consideration of Request to Resubmit an Open-
  


10             Enrollment Public Charter School Application for the
  


11             Redfield Tri-County Charter School, Redfield,
  


12             Arkansas.  Ms. Perry.
  


13                  MS. PERRY:  As I stated in the last item, on
  


14             November 13th and 14th the Charter Authorizing Panel
  


15             conducted hearings for open-enrollment charter
  


16             applicants wanting to open next school year.  The
  


17             representatives of the Redfield Tri-County School
  


18             District appeared before the Panel on November 14th
  


19             and requested that Redfield Tri-County Charter
  


20             School, the sponsoring entity, be allowed to open a
  


21             charter in Redfield to serve students in grade 5-12
  


22             with a maximum enrollment of 375.  By a unanimous
  


23             vote the Panel denied the application for Redfield
  


24             Tri-County Charter School.  Pursuant to the rules of
  


25             Arkansas Department of Education rules governing
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 1             public charter schools, Section 6.06.2, the applicant
  


 2             requests that the Panel consider as a resubmission,
  


 3             allowing them to resubmit the application.
  


 4                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any
  


 5             questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?
  


 6             Okay.  If you are with the Redfield Tri-County
  


 7             Charter School applicant or if you are opposing the
  


 8             submission of the application, if you would please
  


 9             stand if you plan to testify.  If you would please
  


10             raise your right hand -- do you swear to tell the
  


11             truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?
  


12                (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY)
  


13                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you.
  


14             We're going to hear from -- initially from the
  


15             charter applicant who has requested resubmission.
  


16             And if you would, please be mindful that there are
  


17             five minutes allotted for your time to speak and that
  


18             would include anyone you would like to speak on
  


19             behalf of the resubmission to be considered.  So if
  


20             you would, please state your name and your five
  


21             minutes will begin.
  


22                  MS. KIGHT:  My name is Amanda Kight and I'll be
  


23             speaking today on behalf of Redfield Tri-County
  


24             Charter School.  Is that too high?
  


25                  (COURT REPORTER'S NOTE:  Ms. Kight was
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 1             indicating the microphone).
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes.  I'm sorry.
  


 3                  MS. KIGHT:  That's okay.  I'm vertically
  


 4             challenged.  We believe that we should be allowed to
  


 5             have another hearing because during our hearing
  


 6             accidentally some of the members of the Panel were
  


 7             actually looking at someone else's budget, based on
  


 8             comments and questions that they asked to us during
  


 9             our hearing.  I had voiced a couple of times during
  


10             the hearing I was confused; I didn't understand where
  


11             you were getting the questions and the hearing kept
  


12             proceeding.  And it didn't hit me until I was driving
  


13             home what had happened because I knew that wasn't my
  


14             budget; I knew I didn't have salaries like that.  So
  


15             I had called and communicated with Mary Perry the
  


16             next day and kind of told her what I thought had
  


17             happened but I was going to wait for the video to
  


18             come up on the website just to make sure.  And so
  


19             once the video came up on the ADE website I went back
  


20             and I found in the hearing where we had kind of
  


21             gotten off-track a little bit.  I believe it was the
  


22             Quest budget that had been presented right before me
  


23             that a couple of panel members had and I believe that
  


24             some of the comments and questions that they made may
  


25             have adversely impacted some other members' opinion
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 1             because they were asking questions on the budget that
  


 2             wasn't really mine.  I had also presented a letter of
  


 3             intent from Mr. Ken Shollmier that was for an $85,000
  


 4             donation; that was not taken into consideration, I
  


 5             don't believe, because there was a lot of concerns
  


 6             over our -- how much money we had allowed for
  


 7             transportation and we only had 2% left of our budget.
  


 8             We can go back and watch the video to kind of hear
  


 9             those questions.  But in reality, had Mr. Shollmier's
  


10             $85,000 been considered we had a very nice healthy 9%
  


11             left over, which is actually more left over in that
  


12             revenue verses expenditures than the two applications
  


13             that were approved had in their budget.
  


14                  There were also questions about our curriculum.
  


15             The reason we feel that we need another hearing on
  


16             the curriculum part is, in July, we came to the
  


17             workshop that Mary Perry presented for us and we
  


18             learned a lot and took lots of notes, did lots of
  


19             things.  And one of the things that we immediately
  


20             tried to do was to join the APSRC so we could have
  


21             access to a Curriculum Specialist, because that was
  


22             one of the services that they provide when you become
  


23             a member.  Well, we did put in our application but we
  


24             were denied because we did not have approval yet for
  


25             a charter school.  So we kind of thought, Okay, maybe
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 1             we shouldn't have to have it well-defined at this
  


 2             point.  And then we looked at the question in the
  


 3             application and the verbiage in that question on the
  


 4             curriculum actually says, "What process will be used
  


 5             to define an aligned curriculum?"  So I admit we were
  


 6             weak the first presentation on our curriculum
  


 7             definition, but that was kind of based on the
  


 8             experience we had trying to get into the APSRC and in
  


 9             the wording of the question on the application.  We
  


10             will gladly be able to go get the services of the
  


11             Curriculum Specialist and we will have a much better
  


12             defined curriculum if we are allowed to come back
  


13             before you.  We will submit a revised budget that
  


14             includes Mr. Shollmier's $85,000 donation so there
  


15             will be less confusion over how much our net revenue-
  


16             to-expenditure really is.  And we just wanted to
  


17             reiterate that, you know, we are a grassroots
  


18             efforts; we are nothing but volunteers; we have spent
  


19             thousands -- over 1,000 hours preparing for this.  We
  


20             really have worked hard.  Our application was a clean
  


21             application.  I looked at all the other applicants;
  


22             the application that we had, in my opinion, is that
  


23             we were a very strong contender.  We had met the
  


24             standard on 11 of the questions.  There were very few
  


25             issues raised in our responses.  We addressed all
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 1             those and when we got our summary there was one
  


 2             outstanding issue with the Gifted and Talented and we
  


 3             addressed that successfully.  We really believe that
  


 4             we are speaking for the people in the Redfield Tri-
  


 5             County area.  We have almost 800 signatures and you
  


 6             bump that up against a lot of these other
  


 7             applications, they had 500 signatures and they're in
  


 8             urban areas with lots of population.  We're talking
  


 9             about a rural part of the area in Arkansas where
  


10             those three counties come together, where it's people
  


11             living on acres and acres of land.  There's not a
  


12             dense population.  We have almost 800 signatures.
  


13             The families there are crying out to have a school in
  


14             that area.  The surrounding middle schools in our
  


15             area -- I believe this past year they were all in the
  


16             Needs Improvement category and we would like the
  


17             opportunity to provide a choice for the people that
  


18             live in our area to have a school in that community
  


19             that welcomes everybody in that area and hopefully
  


20             can provide a great education.  Strong community
  


21             support -- I mean, this is "for the community, by the
  


22             community."  Okay?  And we feel if we're given the
  


23             opportunity to represent and more strongly address
  


24             those two areas of concern that you'll see that we
  


25             are well-prepared and committed to finishing this
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 1             process.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you very much.  Anyone
  


 3             who is here to speak in opposition of the
  


 4             application?
  


 5                      (Brief moment of silence)
  


 6                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.
  


 7                  MS. KIGHT:  Thank you.
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Panel Members, questions
  


 9             that you may have of the applicant?
  


10                  DR. WALTERS:  I have a question for Ms. Perry.
  


11                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Perry, if you could
  


12             please come up to the mic.  Thank you.
  


13                  MS. PERRY:  Yes, ma'am.
  


14                  DR. WALTERS:  Ms. Perry, the issue with the
  


15             budget, I'm just trying to get straightened out to
  


16             make sure I'm looking at the correct budget.  I don't
  


17             remember every question that I asked but I remember
  


18             that one of the questions that I asked the group was
  


19             that they had $5,000 budgeted for two buses, for two
  


20             used buses.  Am I looking at the correct budget?
  


21                  MS. PERRY:  The applicant is confirming that you
  


22             are looking at the correct budget.
  


23                  MS. KIGHT:  Yes.  You and Mr. Hoy were looking
  


24             at the correct budget.
  


25                  DR. WALTERS:  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  I just
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 1             needed to make sure I was looking at the right thing.
  


 2             Thank you.
  


 3                  MS. KIGHT:  May I add one thing to that?  But
  


 4             the budget you were looking at --
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry.  If you could,
  


 6             please come back to the mic and state your name.  I'm
  


 7             sorry.  Thank you.
  


 8                  MS. KIGHT:  My name is Amanda Kight.  And the
  


 9             budget that you are looking at did not have the LOI
  


10             from Mr. Shollmier in it.  And if you'd included
  


11             that, then we have a surplus and I think we have
  


12             enough funds to totally address your concern of the
  


13             maintenance -- and double it, if we need to -- and
  


14             still having revenue left over at the end.  And one
  


15             thing I wanted to bring up too -- being in this spot
  


16             for me is not a comfortable position.  It's hard to
  


17             get up and speak in front of people; it's hard to get
  


18             up and speak for a whole community of people.  There
  


19             was a lot of pressure.  And when you got off on the
  


20             wrong budget, that happened at kind of the very
  


21             beginning of our hearing; it was 10 or 15 minutes in,
  


22             maybe.  And it really rocked me and I did not -- I
  


23             should have been able to address your concern on the
  


24             maintenance with Mr. Shollmier's letter, and I did
  


25             not do that; I failed to do that.  But having those
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 1             questions at the beginning with the state director,
  


 2             $90,000, .25 -- and I'm sitting there kind of going,
  


 3             "I'm not sure what numbers you're looking at."  I was
  


 4             really rocked, you know, and it really did -- I did
  


 5             not do a very good job.  I actually did a poor job
  


 6             addressing your concerns over the textbooks and the
  


 7             transportation.  But I do believe that that is --
  


 8             that if Mr. Shollmier's letter is considered, per the
  


 9             LOI amount that he had, that we have plenty of money
  


10             to address those concerns.
  


11                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Hernandez, who would you
  


12             like to bring to the mic?
  


13                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  Same person.
  


14                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sorry.
  


15                  MS. KIGHT:  Do I have to state my name again?
  


16                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  I just have a question in
  


17             regards to Mr. Shollmier.  Mr. Shollmier, the
  


18             $85,000, is that going to be an annual reoccurring
  


19             deal or --
  


20                  MS. KIGHT:  No.  That letter, the LOI, the way I
  


21             understand Mr. Shollmier's intent for this year was a
  


22             one-time donation.  Now he did not include that he
  


23             would give us more money in our second year, but he
  


24             did not -- we did not go that far with him in asking
  


25             for that.
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 1                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Hoy, you're recognized
  


 3             for questions.
  


 4                  MR. HOY:  Thank you.  I think my question is for
  


 5             Legal.  Do we have someone from Legal?
  


 6                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay or Mr. Lasiter, if
  


 7             you could please come to the mic.  Thank you.
  


 8                  MR. HOY:  Clarification on donations.  Is it
  


 9             allowable to include donations not yet received in a
  


10             budget in this scenario?
  


11                  MR. LASITER:  I mean, it's certainly allowable
  


12             to consider that as a panel and, you know, you want
  


13             to weigh with them is it certainly money that's going
  


14             to be there.  There's nothing that says that you
  


15             can't consider that as a part of -- going toward
  


16             their budget to get started.  You know, it's my
  


17             understanding that charter applicants routinely take
  


18             donations.  I mean, they are a 501(c)(3) organization
  


19             so they routinely take donations in order to get
  


20             started.  So it's something that you certainly can
  


21             consider.
  


22                  MR. HOY:  Okay.
  


23                  MR. BOARDMAN:  Well, and actually they don't --
  


24                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Boardman?
  


25                  MR. BOARDMAN:  Yeah.  Thank you.  Actually, they
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 1             don't have any money anyway.  I mean, basically none
  


 2             of the charter schools -- their budgets are based on
  


 3             anticipated enrollments and anticipation anyway, so
  


 4             --
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Questions from the Panel?
  


 6             Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.  Who would you like
  


 7             to bring to the mic?
  


 8                  MS. COFFMAN:  Her.  If you recall in our
  


 9             previous conversations about curriculum, I think
  


10             you've addressed that today.  And so my question is:
  


11             what has changed in your relationship with seeking
  


12             services from APSRC?
  


13                  MS. KIGHT:  Now that we know that it is a
  


14             requirement to have a better defined curriculum we
  


15             are more than willing to spend that money right now,
  


16             money that we have in the bank for our organization,
  


17             and get that done without being a member of APSRC.
  


18             Because we were trying to watch our -- be fiscally
  


19             responsible and we thought we'd pay the $2,500 to
  


20             APSRC and get that service provided.  But based on
  


21             the work and the hours and the time involved in doing
  


22             this whole process I would gladly go -- I would pay
  


23             for it, you know, just 'cause I want us to have the
  


24             best possible chance.
  


25                  MS. COFFMAN:  Okay.
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 1                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry, just a moment.
  


 2             Any additional questions that you have for her?
  


 3                  MS. COFFMAN:  I was just wondering what your
  


 4             alternative plan -- you said you would gladly pay.
  


 5             But how are you going to seek those services?
  


 6                  MS. KIGHT:  A couple of different avenues.  I've
  


 7             talked to a couple of different educators and they
  


 8             have given me a couple of names -- they had a couple
  


 9             of names that they would be willing to provide me
  


10             that are Curriculum Specialists I can contact.  And
  


11             the other one is Mr. Shollmier, who has become
  


12             involved in this process.  He has offered to work
  


13             with the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and
  


14             get them to do our curriculum for us.  So I have
  


15             those two options on the table.  One of them, I know,
  


16             is an attempt, kind of like a letter of intent, but I
  


17             don't have that letter of intent so I can tell you
  


18             that my back-up plan -- because ideally I would love
  


19             the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville to do my
  


20             curriculum.  That would be great.  If that falls
  


21             through, then we would pay -- I would pay out of my
  


22             own money to get that done.
  


23                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any other
  


24             questions from the panel members?  Discussion between
  


25             the panel members?  Thank you so much.
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 1                  MS. KIGHT:  One thing.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sure.
  


 3                  MS. KIGHT:  Mr. Shollmier had intended to be
  


 4             here today with us so he could speak but he has
  


 5             recently purchased a building in Redfield and its
  


 6             been vacant for a while.  It's like 9,000 square
  


 7             feet.  And he just -- with the weather moving in he's
  


 8             had some issues with some possible freezing pipes
  


 9             that he's trying to address.  But he has committed to
  


10             -- if we get a rehearing, he will be present and so
  


11             we could include him and he would be a speaker on our
  


12             behalf.
  


13                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any discussion
  


14             between panel members?
  


15                  MR. BOARDMAN:  Yeah.  This is between us.  I
  


16             don't know exactly if we decide to do this, the
  


17             timing, how this relates to when the hearing would
  


18             be, when it would have to be, and when a final
  


19             decision would have to be made and all that.  Do
  


20             y'all -- do we --
  


21                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay or Ms. Perry, if
  


22             you would, please come address that question.  Mr.
  


23             Boardman, his question is what the timeline would
  


24             look like if we did allow a resubmission of the
  


25             charter application to occur.
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 1                  MR. LASITER:  I know that you have a panel
  


 2             meeting scheduled for, I guess, January but you could
  


 3             also call your own meeting if you decided to re-hear
  


 4             it.  In terms of timing for the State Board, there
  


 5             are two different authorizers in this process;
  


 6             there's you and the State Board.  So I would worry
  


 7             about -- focus on your own process and what you want
  


 8             to do and then, of course, that process -- whatever
  


 9             finding that you make could be reviewed by the State
  


10             Board under the timelines under the law.
  


11                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.
  


12                  MR. LASITER:  So really the timing is open.
  


13                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any other
  


14             discussion among panel members or follow-up
  


15             questions?
  


16                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  I'll make a motion to deny the
  


17             request for a rehearing.
  


18                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a motion to deny the
  


19             request for a resubmission of the charter
  


20             application.
  


21                  MR. HOY:  Second.
  


22                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Second from Mr. Hoy.  All
  


23             those in favor?
  


24                  MR. HERNANDEZ:  Aye.
  


25                  MR. HOY:  Aye.
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 1                  DR. WALTERS:  Aye.
  


 2                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any opposed?
  


 3                  MR. BOARDMAN:  No.
  


 4                  MS. COFFMAN:  No.
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have two opposed.  Mr.
  


 6             Lasiter, if we have opposition do we need to state
  


 7             why we have opposition?
  


 8                  MR. LASITER:  No, ma'am.  You just want to make
  


 9             sure -- was it a three-to-two vote?
  


10                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes, sir.  A three-to-two
  


11             vote to deny the resubmission for the charter
  


12             application for the Tri-field [sic] County -- I'm
  


13             sorry, I apologize -- for the Tri-County Charter
  


14             School for Redfield, Arkansas.  Mr. Lasiter, did you
  


15             have another comment?  I'm sorry.
  


16                  MR. LASITER:  Well, just whenever you're --
  


17             before we adjourn.
  


18                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes, sir.  I do want to
  


19             thank you for coming back out and I understand what
  


20             the concerns were in terms of the budget.  But I do
  


21             want to note that I think we encouraged you after the
  


22             conclusion to go forth and begin looking and working
  


23             through the curriculum process, and I would still
  


24             encourage you to do so for that resubmission to occur
  


25             at a later date.  So, thank you so much for coming.
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 1             We appreciate it.
  


 2                  MR. BOARDMAN:  Can I --
  


 3                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry.  Mr. Boardman,
  


 4             you're recognized.
  


 5                  MR. BOARDMAN:  I would like to really encourage
  


 6             that also.  I don't think of all the people that have
  


 7             been before us I have had a group that was any more
  


 8             sincere and any more dedicated to make this work than
  


 9             this group.  And I know it would be difficult to go
  


10             back and try to do some of this again, but I think it
  


11             will be worth it because I really think that y'all
  


12             have the students' best interest in mind and you're
  


13             trying to do something right.
  


14                  DR. WALTERS:  Can I say something?
  


15                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Dr. Walters, you're
  


16             recognized.
  


17                  DR. WALTERS:  And I know we don't have to tell
  


18             our reasons but I just -- because I know the group
  


19             feels like there was a technicality with the budget
  


20             and I just want to make sure that you understand that
  


21             my reasons for voting to deny last time weren't
  


22             because of the budget questions that anyone raised
  


23             that was from an erroneous budget.  You know, there
  


24             were several reasons and I think you're working
  


25             towards addressing some of those but, you know, I
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 1             didn't feel like today that what was brought to us
  


 2             was a reason to bring it back up this soon.  But I
  


 3             agree with what Mr. Boardman said, as well.  Thank
  


 4             you.
  


 5                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  And I would concur also with
  


 6             the budget issue.  That might -- I would -- I am
  


 7             interested to see what the curriculum might look
  


 8             like, something that we -- tangible that we could
  


 9             review and something we could actually look forward
  


10             to.  So in terms of the panel, Mr. Lasiter, we'll
  


11             turn it over to you.
  


12                  MR. LASITER:  Just a couple of things.  I wanted
  


13             to make sure everyone knows that regardless of what
  


14             happened today in this meeting these applications
  


15             will still be on the agenda of the next State Board
  


16             of Education meeting.  Now that meeting was scheduled
  


17             to take place on Monday but we've recently learned
  


18             this afternoon it's going to be postponed one week
  


19             due to the weather.  So just for the applicants that
  


20             are here today, the State Board of Education still
  


21             has an independent right of review of each one of
  


22             these decisions and so they will be on the agenda for
  


23             the next State Board of Education meeting.  And the
  


24             State Board of Education will decide at that point
  


25             whether to exercise its own right of review.  If it
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 1             does that, there will be a full hearing before the
  


 2             State Board.  So I just wanted to make sure that
  


 3             everyone was aware of that process, number one.  And
  


 4             then, number two, that everyone was aware of the fact
  


 5             that we are not going to have a State Board meeting
  


 6             on Monday; it will happen the next following Monday,
  


 7             which I believe is the 16th at 9:00 in this room.
  


 8                  CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So we will -- the State
  


 9             Board of Education will be meeting on Monday, the
  


10             16th, and will begin at 8:00 [sic] and that will be
  


11             an opportunity for the State Board to -- I'm sorry --
  


12             9:00 a.m.  That will be the next opportunity for the
  


13             State Board to review applications.
  


14                  Thank you.  This meeting is adjourned.
  


15
  


16               (The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.)
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              1                       P R O C E E D I N G S 


              2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Good afternoon.  We're going 


              3            to go ahead and get started.  We've got the members 


              4            of the Charter Authorizing Panel here with us, and 


              5            thank you so much for those of you who were able to 


              6            come and join us and be in attendance today.  We 


              7            definitely appreciate your time and appreciate you 


              8            understanding the short notice in terms of the 


              9            timeline that we're under.  My name is Megan 


             10            Witonski; I'm the vice chair of the Charter 


             11            Authorizing Panel and I am going to be serving as 


             12            chair today for Dr. Tom Kimbrell who could not be 


             13            with us in attendance today.  The Charter Authorizing 


             14            Panel -- I just want to make sure that we are clear 


             15            on why we are meeting today so that we are all on the 


             16            same page.  We are meeting today to consider the 


             17            application requests of two open-enrollment charter 


             18            applicants and this is for the charter applicants to 


             19            actually resubmit their application for approval.  


             20            And there were two applications that would be 


             21            considered for this, which would be Capitol City 


             22            Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock, 


             23            Arkansas, and also for Redfield Tri-County Charter 


             24            School in Redfield, Arkansas. 


             25                 So just to clarify before we move forward, 
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              1            Arkansas law and the State Board of Education rules 


              2            state that an authorizer may allow an applicant for 


              3            an open-enrollment public charter school to resubmit 


              4            their application if the original application was 


              5            found to be deficient in some way.  So before we 


              6            begin with the agenda items I want to make sure that 


              7            we all understand why we are here today and explain 


              8            to those that are present that the decision before 


              9            the Panel today is to decide whether or not to allow 


             10            those applications to be reconsidered.  And if we 


             11            vote to allow resubmission we will need to schedule a 


             12            future hearing date for the charter applicant and 


             13            those applications would be heard at that time.  So 


             14            before we go further I just want to ask the Charter 


             15            Panel if you guys have any questions before we move 


             16            forward? 


             17                     (Brief moment of silence) 


             18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So with the consent of the 


             19            Panel, if everyone is okay and doesn't have any 


             20            questions, we are going to allow each party to speak 


             21            for five minutes on the limited question of whether 


             22            the Panel should allow the applicant to submit -- 


             23            resubmit their charter application.  And, again, I 


             24            want to make sure that we're very clear that the -- 


             25            we want to emphasize with the speakers that are here 
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              1            with us today, this is not a full hearing.  We are 


              2            not here to conduct full hearings for either 


              3            potential or proposed charter applications.  This is 


              4            simply to determine whether we will allow a 


              5            resubmission of the application to enact a full 


              6            hearing.  And I just want to clarify that, instead, 


              7            as a panel we want to hear why we should or should 


              8            not hear or allow a resubmission of your application 


              9            in a hearing process.  And we want to make sure also 


             10            that we hear from the party who initially requested 


             11            the application first and then we can follow that 


             12            with anyone who may have any opposition to the 


             13            resubmission being allowed.  So after we've had 


             14            presentation by both parties then I will open the 


             15            floor, Panel Members, to you so that if you have any 


             16            questions or you need further clarification we can do 


             17            that at that time.  So, Panel Members, is everyone 


             18            okay with that in terms of moving forward with this 


             19            process? 


             20             (All Panel Members answered affirmatively) 


             21                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So we will be setting a 


             22            timer for you to be allowed to have time to be -- to 


             23            speak on the floor and I just want to clarify that's 


             24            five minutes for each group.  So if you are the 


             25            applicant who is asking for the resubmission of why 
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              1            we should hear the application again or have a full 


              2            hearing, you would have five minutes and, 


              3            collectively, those in opposition would also have 


              4            five minutes. 


              5  A-1:  CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT 


              6  PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: CAPITOL CITY LIGHTHOUSE 


              7  CHARTER SCHOOL, NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 


              8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So before we begin I would 


              9            ask that we bring Ms. Mary Perry, if you would -- 


             10            we've got our agenda items that are included and I 


             11            believe first up on our agenda item is Item A-1, 


             12            which is the Consideration of Request to Resubmit an 


             13            Open-Enrollment Public School Charter Application; 


             14            that is for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School, 


             15            in North Little Rock, Arkansas.  And so if you could 


             16            introduce this item to us and share some information, 


             17            we'd appreciate it. 


             18                 MS. PERRY:  Thank you.  On November 13th and 


             19            14th, 2013, the Charter Authorizing Panel conducted 


             20            hearings for open-enrollment charter applicants 


             21            wanting to open schools in 2014-2015.  


             22            Representatives of Capitol City Lighthouse Charter 


             23            School appeared before the panel on November 13th and 


             24            requested that Lighthouse Academies of Central 


             25            Arkansas, Incorporated, the sponsoring entity, be 
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              1            allowed to open a charter in North Little Rock to 


              2            serve students in grade K-12 with a maximum 


              3            enrollment of 750.  Representatives of the North 


              4            Little Rock School District and the Little Rock 


              5            School District spoke in opposition to the charter.  


              6            By a five-to-one vote the Panel denied the 


              7            application for Capitol City Lighthouse Charter 


              8            School.  And pursuant, as Dr. Witonski said, to 


              9            Section 6.06.2 of the Arkansas Department of 


             10            Education rules governing public charter schools, the 


             11            applicant is here to request the Panel consider 


             12            allowing the resubmission of the application.  You do 


             13            have folks who would need to be sworn in for both -- 


             14            there are representatives here from North Little 


             15            Rock, as well as the applicant.  And you have two 


             16            pieces of information in front of you.  One of them 


             17            indicates Lighthouse -- Lighthouse has that and I'm 


             18            sure they'll tell you what those are.  There is 


             19            another packet with paper that's stapled and North 


             20            Little Rock asks that you have that information.  


             21            Thank you. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any 


             23            questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?  


             24            Okay.  I'd like for anyone that is associated with 


             25            the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School who plans 
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              1            to speak for the application to be resubmitted for a 


              2            hearing to please stand, and anyone who would like to 


              3            oppose the Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School in 


              4            North Little Rock, Arkansas, who plans to testify, if 


              5            you would please stand.  If you would, please raise 


              6            your right hand.  Do you swear to tell the truth, the 


              7            whole truth and nothing but the truth? 


              8               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) 


              9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  You may be 


             10            seated.  We're going to begin with the open-


             11            enrollment applicant for the charter application that 


             12            is requesting resubmission, and that would be from 


             13            Capitol City Lighthouse Charter School. 


             14                 MR. RONAN:  Good afternoon. 


             15                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  If you would, 


             16            just state your name and I just want to remind you 


             17            that you and anyone that is here to testify on behalf 


             18            of have five minutes and I will begin that process 


             19            now. 


             20                 MR. RONAN:  My name is Michael Ronan; I'm the 


             21            founder and CEO of Lighthouse Academies.  I began my 


             22            career in education as a middle school teacher.  I 


             23            taught math, English and history.  Eventually, I 


             24            became a school superintendent and I was a school 


             25            superintendent for 16 years in the ninth lowest 
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              1            spending school district in Massachusetts.  I founded 


              2            Lighthouse Academies in 2003.  We came here to 


              3            Arkansas in 2009, opened our first charter school in 


              4            Jacksonville; expanded that school at the request of 


              5            the U.S. Air Force, to the Air Force Base, and opened 


              6            a school in Pine Bluff.  We submitted an application 


              7            with the applicant to open a school in North Little 


              8            Rock.  You heard the application and it was denied, 


              9            and the reasons for denial in the letter from the 


             10            Arkansas Department of Education were two things: one 


             11            was the curriculum, questions about the curriculum, 


             12            the education program; and the other was about the 


             13            test results.  I want to ask for reconsideration so 


             14            that these matters may be considered more fully and 


             15            that we can respond more fully in a new hearing to 


             16            those questions. 


             17                 Today, I'm going to highly just three things, 


             18            given the time allotted.  I think the first thing, 


             19            which is technical and wasn't mentioned in the denial 


             20            letter, is the question about whether or not the 


             21            North Little Rock School District had proper notice 


             22            for the application.  And as you can see from reading 


             23            our documents, we have spelled out all of the points 


             24            at which the North Little Rock School District had 


             25            proper notice.  In addition, the Department of 
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              1            Education found that the applicant met that standard.  


              2            In looking at the minutes from the North Little Rock 


              3            School Board meeting, in which the application was 


              4            discussed, the North Little Rock School District 


              5            denied the application based on perception of their 


              6            failure to have the application to review.  That's 


              7            simply not supported by the record.  But it's 


              8            important to know that the North Little Rock School 


              9            District did not deny the application based on its 


             10            merits.  And in the absence of a denial based on 


             11            merits we can only conclude that there were no 


             12            objections by the school board to the application 


             13            based on the merits of the application. 


             14                 In terms of the assessment results, the 


             15            PowerPoint details comparisons of the results of the 


             16            Lighthouse schools in Arkansas compared to North 


             17            Little Rock, Little Rock, and Pulaski County.  And 


             18            you can see on almost every measure, looking at 


             19            students who have only been in these schools for less 


             20            than five years, that these students do in fact out-


             21            perform in the aggregate the school districts from 


             22            which we would draw students to Capitol City.  And I 


             23            understand at the hearing that the North Little Rock 


             24            data was not available for the Panel to consider in 


             25            the manner in which we would present it to you if 
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              1            given the opportunity to have a re-hearing.   


              2                 The last point I want to make is around the 


              3            education program.  So I've been in education a long 


              4            time.  I taught mathematics.  I understand that there 


              5            are concerns about Saxon math.  We hear that from 


              6            time to time around the country.  But in fact, Saxon 


              7            math is a state-approved program.  It is approved to 


              8            use in Arkansas schools.  We have used it effectively 


              9            in Pine Bluff where we have one of the few achieving 


             10            schools in mathematics in the State of Arkansas.  


             11            There are places where it doesn't work.  In another 


             12            opportunity to present we would in fact detail how we 


             13            have in fact brought new mathematic curriculum to our 


             14            schools to in fact do those things that allow 


             15            students to be prepared to take the new assessments 


             16            that are aligned with the Common Core.  


             17                 So I know there were a lot of other things 


             18            discussed at that hearing based upon what I've heard 


             19            from our team and I'd be happy to respond to any and 


             20            all those issues that are raised.  But in the context 


             21            of should you grant us the opportunity to present 


             22            again, I would focus on three things: there was no 


             23            denial of our application on the basis of merit by 


             24            the North Little Rock School District; the test 


             25            results show that our schools are in fact, 
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              1            particularly the students who have been in our 


              2            schools for more than two years, are doing extremely 


              3            well; and, third, we have a curriculum that produces 


              4            those results and when we need to make adjustments we 


              5            make those adjustments.  Thank you very much. 


              6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  We are going to 


              7            also hear from any party that wishes to oppose the 


              8            resubmission.  If you would, please come forward, 


              9            state your name.  And I just want to remind you as we 


             10            move forward that, again, it's five minutes 


             11            collectively -- and I don't know if there is anyone 


             12            else in opposition that you'll be sharing this time 


             13            with.  But otherwise, we are going to open the floor 


             14            to you.  And if you would, just state your name as 


             15            you begin.  Thank you. 


             16                 SUPT. RODGERS:  My name is Kelly Rodgers; I'm 


             17            Superintendent of Schools in North Little Rock and I 


             18            do appreciate you giving us notice and letting us 


             19            have time to speak to each of you.  Mine is very 


             20            short.  I did not receive notice -- and it may have 


             21            been because of the transition of the superintendent.  


             22            The superintendent was actually out of -- had left 


             23            and was on vacation as I took over, so that.  And the 


             24            fact that the board -- we had limited information at 


             25            the time that we made the decision to oppose that and 
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              1            that's the reason you didn't see more detail in the 


              2            board agenda.  So I'm going to keep mine short and 


              3            I'm going to turn it over to Ray Girdler, who has 


              4            information in the packet that you have today.  Thank 


              5            you. 


              6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  If you would, 


              7            when you come to the mic please state your name.  


              8            Thank you. 


              9                 MR. GIRDLER:  My name is Ray Girdler; I am the 


             10            Coordinator of Data and Testing for the North Little 


             11            Rock School District.  Today, I brought to you a 


             12            packet of information addressing the results that we 


             13            reported directly in the letter.  I didn't formulate 


             14            a separate presentation.  This is just addressing the 


             15            data that was presented in the letter and I tried to 


             16            organize it in a way that it's very clear.  One of 


             17            the first things that you notice in the letter was 


             18            that Pine Bluff was left off the comparison when 


             19            comparing the other three Pulaski County schools to 


             20            their performance, so on the first page of your 


             21            handout.  I also want you to keep in mind they're 


             22            opening an elementary school and here on the front 


             23            page you have a comparison of North Little Rock 


             24            Elementary and Lighthouse elementaries at 


             25            Jacksonville and Pine Bluff.  If you look at the 
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              1            first two data tables, you see a combined score for 


              2            North Little Rock elementaries, all 12 campuses, for 


              3            both literacy and math.  They had made a notion that 


              4            we did not meet any of our AMO's.  That is true.  


              5            That I true, but for elementaries in K-5 every -- if 


              6            you look at our composite scores for all those, all 


              7            our elementary schools hit all eight of those targets 


              8            set by the district in K-5.  If you look down at the 


              9            bottom, you'll see a comparison of Lighthouse and 


             10            North Little Rock in literacy.  North Little Rock 


             11            scored 12.8% higher in comparing those grades for 


             12            all; 8.6% higher in TAG.  We did fall short in math 


             13            at 4.8% below and 10.1% with our TAG.  If you flip to 


             14            the second page of the packet, it addresses high 


             15            school, and specifically high school math.  If you 


             16            look down at the bottom, there you can see for us 


             17            it's algebra and geometry.  You see a comparison in 


             18            high school where we're 5.3% above in all, 11.1% 


             19            above in TAG.  They did make a comment that the 


             20            majority of their 8th graders take algebra at the 8th 


             21            grade level, and so a lot of that -- you see a scale 


             22            and growth chart of all Pulaski County schools and 


             23            I've noticed the Jacksonville Lighthouse and the 


             24            three Pulaski County schools in that demographic and 


             25            that representation there.  Pine Bluff was left off 
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              1            because algebra at the high school is not available 


              2            for them.  And there you can see where the Pulaski 


              3            County schools rank and where Jacksonville ranks as 


              4            far as the 8th grade scores are concerned.  So these 


              5            are the 8th graders taking algebra early.  If you 


              6            flip to the last page of the handout, this is a 


              7            compiled representation of the data they presented in 


              8            their letter but with the inclusion of Pine Bluff 


              9            schools with the Jacksonville schools together.  So 


             10            you see a combined look of their overall scores, if 


             11            you were to compile them -- and they are in fact one 


             12            entity, when you compare one elementary at each 


             13            campus and our campuses have 12.  That is a need that 


             14            needs to be looked at.  And in the second packet that 


             15            you see I made a comment at the last hearing about 


             16            the scale charts, how we compare grade by grade in 


             17            literacy and math, how they were almost identical.  I 


             18            just wanted you to see the visual representation of 


             19            that, what I was trying to explain that day, in what 


             20            you have before you.  I think one of the things when 


             21            opening a charter, to be innovative, is that there 


             22            needs to be addressed a need -- the community needs 


             23            to show a need for the charter to be in place, and I 


             24            think that's one thing you need to keep in mind when 


             25            considering this resubmission. 




                                                  �


                                                                               16




              1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.   


              2                 MS. STEWART:  My name is Beth Stewart; I'm the 


              3            Assistant Superintendent of North Little Rock.  The 


              4            only thing that I want to mention today: based on 


              5            what Mr. Rodgers has told you, based on the 


              6            information that you have in front of you, we still 


              7            stand strongly by our -- my comment during the 


              8            hearing that they are still -- they have still shown 


              9            no educational need in North Little Rock.  Thank you. 


             10                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  That's going to 


             11            conclude the opportunity to hear from the charter 


             12            applicant that has requested resubmission and any 


             13            party who opposes the resubmission.  I want to move 


             14            to the Panel to ask if they have any questions for 


             15            either presenter that has presented today.  Mr. 


             16            Hernandez, you're recognized. 


             17                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Thank you.  I have a question 


             18            for the North Little Rock data person.   


             19                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  If you would please come 


             20            back to the mic and just state your name and 


             21            position, we'd appreciate it.  Thank you. 


             22                 MR. GIRDLER:  My name is Ray Girdler; I'm the 


             23            Coordinator of Testing and Data for the North Little 


             24            Rock School District. 


             25                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  I just wanted to clarify.  
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              1            On this list that we have, on the Lighthouse portion 


              2            of it, is the top section literacy and the bottom 


              3            section math?  Is that -- 


              4                 MR. GIRDLER:  That is correct.  That is correct. 


              5                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  That was my only 


              6            question. 


              7                 MR. GIRDLER:  Thank you. 


              8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any other questions from 


              9            panel members?  Ms. Coffman, you're recognized. 


             10                 MS. COFFMAN:  I'd like to ask a question of the 


             11            first gentleman for Lighthouse Charter School. 


             12                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  If you could please come 


             13            back up to the microphone -- 


             14                 MR. RONAN:  I'm Mike Ronan; I'm the founder of 


             15            Lighthouse Academies. 


             16                 MS. COFFMAN:  Hi, Mike.  My question was a 


             17            question -- you ended your conversation by saying if 


             18            you needed to readdress your curriculum you would.  


             19            And can you tell me, do you have a process -- what is 


             20            the process in place for readdressing your 


             21            curriculum? 


             22                 MR. RONAN:  So we have a research development 


             23            strategy team at Lighthouse Academies, national, that 


             24            reviews all of our data in-depth for every student, 


             25            every school, every year, against not only the Common 
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              1            Core standards now but also the state standards, 


              2            assessment results.  And then we look across our 


              3            schools, looking at subgroups, targeted groups, and 


              4            use that data to formulate whether or not the program 


              5            -- the programming resources that are being used are 


              6            being effective or whether they need to be changed.  


              7            So that not only includes textbooks and materials 


              8            like that, but it also includes responsive 


              9            intervention, pullouts, and things of that nature, 


             10            professional development, which we believe is a very 


             11            strong component of our model.  So look at the data 


             12            and then that data is discussed with the school, the 


             13            school leader and the leadership team, and then that 


             14            team is required to develop a culture achievement 


             15            plan, which is a -- you might call it a school 


             16            improvement plan, but it's a plan with specific 


             17            targets for academic growth not only for the whole 


             18            school but also for any subgroups.  The leadership 


             19            team at that school is then evaluated on how well 


             20            they do relative to that plan.  So it's a process 


             21            that includes teacher evaluations and things of that 


             22            nature. 


             23                 MS. COFFMAN:  And as a follow-up question, is 


             24            that done annually? 


             25                 MR. RONAN:  Yeah.  It's done annually.  In fact, 
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              1            we do interim assessments five times a year, so it's 


              2            chunked.  So, you know, you have the mega analysis at 


              3            the end of the year but every six weeks we have 


              4            interim assessments in which there's the school day 


              5            to day, which that process is following then the 


              6            school. 


              7                 MS. COFFMAN:  Thank you.   


              8                 MR. RONAN:  You're welcome. 


              9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any other questions from the 


             10            Panel?  Okay.  So our next opportunity would be 


             11            either for discussion between the panel members -- 


             12            any discussion or a motion?   


             13                 DR. WALTERS:  Can I ask a question? 


             14                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sure. 


             15                 DR. WALTERS:  Okay.  So what will you be looking 


             16            -- we're about to vote on either a motion to give 


             17            them an opportunity to present again or to deny that 


             18            opportunity.  Is that correct? 


             19                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Correct.  This is to 


             20            consider the request for them to -- for the applicant 


             21            to resubmit their applications for approval.  And so 


             22            what we are decided today is whether the Panel will 


             23            allow that resubmission to occur so that a formal 


             24            hearing can be held or not. 


             25                 DR. WALTERS:  I have a motion. 
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              1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Dr. Walters. 


              2                 DR. WALTERS:  I make a motion that we deny the 


              3            request to present the application on another day. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a motion to consider 


              5            -- to deny the consideration of Capitol City 


              6            Lighthouse Charter School in North Little Rock, 


              7            Arkansas. 


              8                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  I'll second. 


              9                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a second.  Panel 


             10            Members, all in favor? 


             11                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             12                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  And so since this was a 


             13            denial we're going to have to go around and state the 


             14            reasons why we are denying the opportunity for the 


             15            charter to resubmit. 


             16                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Are you sure about that?  'Cause 


             17            I thought that was just the first time. 


             18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay, will you clarify 


             19            for us please? 


             20                 MS. CLAY:  You don't have to give your reason on 


             21            this one. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Okay.  So we had no nays and 


             23            I believe that was unanimous.  Do we have any nays? 


             24                     (Brief moment of silence) 


             25                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you so 
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              1            much, sir.  We appreciate your time. 


              2  A-2:  CONSIDERATION OF REQUEST TO RESUBMIT AN OPEN-ENROLLMENT 


              3  PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL APPLICATION: REDFIELD TRI-COUNTY CHARTER 


              4  SCHOOL, REDFIELD, ARKANSAS 


              5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We're going to move on to 


              6            our second agenda item.  Ms. Perry, I'm going to turn 


              7            this over to you, this second -- this brings us to 


              8            our second agenda item which is A-2, which is the 


              9            Consideration of Request to Resubmit an Open-


             10            Enrollment Public Charter School Application for the 


             11            Redfield Tri-County Charter School, Redfield, 


             12            Arkansas.  Ms. Perry. 


             13                 MS. PERRY:  As I stated in the last item, on 


             14            November 13th and 14th the Charter Authorizing Panel 


             15            conducted hearings for open-enrollment charter 


             16            applicants wanting to open next school year.  The 


             17            representatives of the Redfield Tri-County School 


             18            District appeared before the Panel on November 14th 


             19            and requested that Redfield Tri-County Charter 


             20            School, the sponsoring entity, be allowed to open a 


             21            charter in Redfield to serve students in grade 5-12 


             22            with a maximum enrollment of 375.  By a unanimous 


             23            vote the Panel denied the application for Redfield 


             24            Tri-County Charter School.  Pursuant to the rules of 


             25            Arkansas Department of Education rules governing 
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              1            public charter schools, Section 6.06.2, the applicant 


              2            requests that the Panel consider as a resubmission, 


              3            allowing them to resubmit the application. 


              4                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any 


              5            questions for Ms. Perry before we move forward?  


              6            Okay.  If you are with the Redfield Tri-County 


              7            Charter School applicant or if you are opposing the 


              8            submission of the application, if you would please 


              9            stand if you plan to testify.  If you would please 


             10            raise your right hand -- do you swear to tell the 


             11            truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 


             12               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) 


             13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Thank you.  


             14            We're going to hear from -- initially from the 


             15            charter applicant who has requested resubmission.  


             16            And if you would, please be mindful that there are 


             17            five minutes allotted for your time to speak and that 


             18            would include anyone you would like to speak on 


             19            behalf of the resubmission to be considered.  So if 


             20            you would, please state your name and your five 


             21            minutes will begin. 


             22                 MS. KIGHT:  My name is Amanda Kight and I'll be 


             23            speaking today on behalf of Redfield Tri-County 


             24            Charter School.  Is that too high? 


             25                 (COURT REPORTER'S NOTE:  Ms. Kight was 
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              1            indicating the microphone). 


              2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes.  I'm sorry. 


              3                 MS. KIGHT:  That's okay.  I'm vertically 


              4            challenged.  We believe that we should be allowed to 


              5            have another hearing because during our hearing 


              6            accidentally some of the members of the Panel were 


              7            actually looking at someone else's budget, based on 


              8            comments and questions that they asked to us during 


              9            our hearing.  I had voiced a couple of times during 


             10            the hearing I was confused; I didn't understand where 


             11            you were getting the questions and the hearing kept 


             12            proceeding.  And it didn't hit me until I was driving 


             13            home what had happened because I knew that wasn't my 


             14            budget; I knew I didn't have salaries like that.  So 


             15            I had called and communicated with Mary Perry the 


             16            next day and kind of told her what I thought had 


             17            happened but I was going to wait for the video to 


             18            come up on the website just to make sure.  And so 


             19            once the video came up on the ADE website I went back 


             20            and I found in the hearing where we had kind of 


             21            gotten off-track a little bit.  I believe it was the 


             22            Quest budget that had been presented right before me 


             23            that a couple of panel members had and I believe that 


             24            some of the comments and questions that they made may 


             25            have adversely impacted some other members' opinion 
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              1            because they were asking questions on the budget that 


              2            wasn't really mine.  I had also presented a letter of 


              3            intent from Mr. Ken Shollmier that was for an $85,000 


              4            donation; that was not taken into consideration, I 


              5            don't believe, because there was a lot of concerns 


              6            over our -- how much money we had allowed for 


              7            transportation and we only had 2% left of our budget.  


              8            We can go back and watch the video to kind of hear 


              9            those questions.  But in reality, had Mr. Shollmier's 


             10            $85,000 been considered we had a very nice healthy 9% 


             11            left over, which is actually more left over in that 


             12            revenue verses expenditures than the two applications 


             13            that were approved had in their budget. 


             14                 There were also questions about our curriculum.  


             15            The reason we feel that we need another hearing on 


             16            the curriculum part is, in July, we came to the 


             17            workshop that Mary Perry presented for us and we 


             18            learned a lot and took lots of notes, did lots of 


             19            things.  And one of the things that we immediately 


             20            tried to do was to join the APSRC so we could have 


             21            access to a Curriculum Specialist, because that was 


             22            one of the services that they provide when you become 


             23            a member.  Well, we did put in our application but we 


             24            were denied because we did not have approval yet for 


             25            a charter school.  So we kind of thought, Okay, maybe 
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              1            we shouldn't have to have it well-defined at this 


              2            point.  And then we looked at the question in the 


              3            application and the verbiage in that question on the 


              4            curriculum actually says, "What process will be used 


              5            to define an aligned curriculum?"  So I admit we were 


              6            weak the first presentation on our curriculum 


              7            definition, but that was kind of based on the 


              8            experience we had trying to get into the APSRC and in 


              9            the wording of the question on the application.  We 


             10            will gladly be able to go get the services of the 


             11            Curriculum Specialist and we will have a much better 


             12            defined curriculum if we are allowed to come back 


             13            before you.  We will submit a revised budget that 


             14            includes Mr. Shollmier's $85,000 donation so there 


             15            will be less confusion over how much our net revenue-


             16            to-expenditure really is.  And we just wanted to 


             17            reiterate that, you know, we are a grassroots 


             18            efforts; we are nothing but volunteers; we have spent 


             19            thousands -- over 1,000 hours preparing for this.  We 


             20            really have worked hard.  Our application was a clean 


             21            application.  I looked at all the other applicants; 


             22            the application that we had, in my opinion, is that 


             23            we were a very strong contender.  We had met the 


             24            standard on 11 of the questions.  There were very few 


             25            issues raised in our responses.  We addressed all 
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              1            those and when we got our summary there was one 


              2            outstanding issue with the Gifted and Talented and we 


              3            addressed that successfully.  We really believe that 


              4            we are speaking for the people in the Redfield Tri-


              5            County area.  We have almost 800 signatures and you 


              6            bump that up against a lot of these other 


              7            applications, they had 500 signatures and they're in 


              8            urban areas with lots of population.  We're talking 


              9            about a rural part of the area in Arkansas where 


             10            those three counties come together, where it's people 


             11            living on acres and acres of land.  There's not a 


             12            dense population.  We have almost 800 signatures.  


             13            The families there are crying out to have a school in 


             14            that area.  The surrounding middle schools in our 


             15            area -- I believe this past year they were all in the 


             16            Needs Improvement category and we would like the 


             17            opportunity to provide a choice for the people that 


             18            live in our area to have a school in that community 


             19            that welcomes everybody in that area and hopefully 


             20            can provide a great education.  Strong community 


             21            support -- I mean, this is "for the community, by the 


             22            community."  Okay?  And we feel if we're given the 


             23            opportunity to represent and more strongly address 


             24            those two areas of concern that you'll see that we 


             25            are well-prepared and committed to finishing this 
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              1            process. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you very much.  Anyone 


              3            who is here to speak in opposition of the 


              4            application?   


              5                     (Brief moment of silence) 


              6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you. 


              7                 MS. KIGHT:  Thank you. 


              8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Panel Members, questions 


              9            that you may have of the applicant? 


             10                 DR. WALTERS:  I have a question for Ms. Perry. 


             11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Perry, if you could 


             12            please come up to the mic.  Thank you. 


             13                 MS. PERRY:  Yes, ma'am. 


             14                 DR. WALTERS:  Ms. Perry, the issue with the 


             15            budget, I'm just trying to get straightened out to 


             16            make sure I'm looking at the correct budget.  I don't 


             17            remember every question that I asked but I remember 


             18            that one of the questions that I asked the group was 


             19            that they had $5,000 budgeted for two buses, for two 


             20            used buses.  Am I looking at the correct budget? 


             21                 MS. PERRY:  The applicant is confirming that you 


             22            are looking at the correct budget. 


             23                 MS. KIGHT:  Yes.  You and Mr. Hoy were looking 


             24            at the correct budget. 


             25                 DR. WALTERS:  Okay.  All right.  Okay.  I just 
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              1            needed to make sure I was looking at the right thing.  


              2            Thank you. 


              3                 MS. KIGHT:  May I add one thing to that?  But 


              4            the budget you were looking at -- 


              5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry.  If you could, 


              6            please come back to the mic and state your name.  I'm 


              7            sorry.  Thank you. 


              8                 MS. KIGHT:  My name is Amanda Kight.  And the 


              9            budget that you are looking at did not have the LOI 


             10            from Mr. Shollmier in it.  And if you'd included 


             11            that, then we have a surplus and I think we have 


             12            enough funds to totally address your concern of the 


             13            maintenance -- and double it, if we need to -- and 


             14            still having revenue left over at the end.  And one 


             15            thing I wanted to bring up too -- being in this spot 


             16            for me is not a comfortable position.  It's hard to 


             17            get up and speak in front of people; it's hard to get 


             18            up and speak for a whole community of people.  There 


             19            was a lot of pressure.  And when you got off on the 


             20            wrong budget, that happened at kind of the very 


             21            beginning of our hearing; it was 10 or 15 minutes in, 


             22            maybe.  And it really rocked me and I did not -- I 


             23            should have been able to address your concern on the 


             24            maintenance with Mr. Shollmier's letter, and I did 


             25            not do that; I failed to do that.  But having those 
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              1            questions at the beginning with the state director, 


              2            $90,000, .25 -- and I'm sitting there kind of going, 


              3            "I'm not sure what numbers you're looking at."  I was 


              4            really rocked, you know, and it really did -- I did 


              5            not do a very good job.  I actually did a poor job 


              6            addressing your concerns over the textbooks and the 


              7            transportation.  But I do believe that that is -- 


              8            that if Mr. Shollmier's letter is considered, per the 


              9            LOI amount that he had, that we have plenty of money 


             10            to address those concerns. 


             11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Hernandez, who would you 


             12            like to bring to the mic? 


             13                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Same person. 


             14                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sorry. 


             15                 MS. KIGHT:  Do I have to state my name again? 


             16                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  I just have a question in 


             17            regards to Mr. Shollmier.  Mr. Shollmier, the 


             18            $85,000, is that going to be an annual reoccurring 


             19            deal or -- 


             20                 MS. KIGHT:  No.  That letter, the LOI, the way I 


             21            understand Mr. Shollmier's intent for this year was a 


             22            one-time donation.  Now he did not include that he 


             23            would give us more money in our second year, but he 


             24            did not -- we did not go that far with him in asking 


             25            for that. 
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              1                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Okay.  Thank you. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Hoy, you're recognized 


              3            for questions. 


              4                 MR. HOY:  Thank you.  I think my question is for 


              5            Legal.  Do we have someone from Legal? 


              6                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay or Mr. Lasiter, if 


              7            you could please come to the mic.  Thank you. 


              8                 MR. HOY:  Clarification on donations.  Is it 


              9            allowable to include donations not yet received in a 


             10            budget in this scenario? 


             11                 MR. LASITER:  I mean, it's certainly allowable 


             12            to consider that as a panel and, you know, you want 


             13            to weigh with them is it certainly money that's going 


             14            to be there.  There's nothing that says that you 


             15            can't consider that as a part of -- going toward 


             16            their budget to get started.  You know, it's my 


             17            understanding that charter applicants routinely take 


             18            donations.  I mean, they are a 501(c)(3) organization 


             19            so they routinely take donations in order to get 


             20            started.  So it's something that you certainly can 


             21            consider. 


             22                 MR. HOY:  Okay. 


             23                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Well, and actually they don't -- 


             24                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Mr. Boardman? 


             25                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Yeah.  Thank you.  Actually, they 
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              1            don't have any money anyway.  I mean, basically none 


              2            of the charter schools -- their budgets are based on 


              3            anticipated enrollments and anticipation anyway, so  


              4            -- 


              5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Questions from the Panel?  


              6            Ms. Coffman, you're recognized.  Who would you like 


              7            to bring to the mic? 


              8                 MS. COFFMAN:  Her.  If you recall in our 


              9            previous conversations about curriculum, I think 


             10            you've addressed that today.  And so my question is: 


             11            what has changed in your relationship with seeking 


             12            services from APSRC? 


             13                 MS. KIGHT:  Now that we know that it is a 


             14            requirement to have a better defined curriculum we 


             15            are more than willing to spend that money right now, 


             16            money that we have in the bank for our organization, 


             17            and get that done without being a member of APSRC.  


             18            Because we were trying to watch our -- be fiscally 


             19            responsible and we thought we'd pay the $2,500 to 


             20            APSRC and get that service provided.  But based on 


             21            the work and the hours and the time involved in doing 


             22            this whole process I would gladly go -- I would pay 


             23            for it, you know, just 'cause I want us to have the 


             24            best possible chance. 


             25                 MS. COFFMAN:  Okay. 
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              1                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry, just a moment.  


              2            Any additional questions that you have for her? 


              3                 MS. COFFMAN:  I was just wondering what your 


              4            alternative plan -- you said you would gladly pay.  


              5            But how are you going to seek those services? 


              6                 MS. KIGHT:  A couple of different avenues.  I've 


              7            talked to a couple of different educators and they 


              8            have given me a couple of names -- they had a couple 


              9            of names that they would be willing to provide me 


             10            that are Curriculum Specialists I can contact.  And 


             11            the other one is Mr. Shollmier, who has become 


             12            involved in this process.  He has offered to work 


             13            with the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville and 


             14            get them to do our curriculum for us.  So I have 


             15            those two options on the table.  One of them, I know, 


             16            is an attempt, kind of like a letter of intent, but I 


             17            don't have that letter of intent so I can tell you 


             18            that my back-up plan -- because ideally I would love 


             19            the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville to do my 


             20            curriculum.  That would be great.  If that falls 


             21            through, then we would pay -- I would pay out of my 


             22            own money to get that done. 


             23                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any other 


             24            questions from the panel members?  Discussion between 


             25            the panel members?  Thank you so much. 
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              1                 MS. KIGHT:  One thing. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Sure. 


              3                 MS. KIGHT:  Mr. Shollmier had intended to be 


              4            here today with us so he could speak but he has 


              5            recently purchased a building in Redfield and its 


              6            been vacant for a while.  It's like 9,000 square 


              7            feet.  And he just -- with the weather moving in he's 


              8            had some issues with some possible freezing pipes 


              9            that he's trying to address.  But he has committed to 


             10            -- if we get a rehearing, he will be present and so 


             11            we could include him and he would be a speaker on our 


             12            behalf. 


             13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any discussion 


             14            between panel members? 


             15                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Yeah.  This is between us.  I 


             16            don't know exactly if we decide to do this, the 


             17            timing, how this relates to when the hearing would 


             18            be, when it would have to be, and when a final 


             19            decision would have to be made and all that.  Do 


             20            y'all -- do we -- 


             21                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Ms. Clay or Ms. Perry, if 


             22            you would, please come address that question.  Mr. 


             23            Boardman, his question is what the timeline would 


             24            look like if we did allow a resubmission of the 


             25            charter application to occur. 
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              1                 MR. LASITER:  I know that you have a panel 


              2            meeting scheduled for, I guess, January but you could 


              3            also call your own meeting if you decided to re-hear 


              4            it.  In terms of timing for the State Board, there 


              5            are two different authorizers in this process; 


              6            there's you and the State Board.  So I would worry 


              7            about -- focus on your own process and what you want 


              8            to do and then, of course, that process -- whatever 


              9            finding that you make could be reviewed by the State 


             10            Board under the timelines under the law. 


             11                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you. 


             12                 MR. LASITER:  So really the timing is open. 


             13                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Thank you.  Any other 


             14            discussion among panel members or follow-up 


             15            questions?   


             16                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  I'll make a motion to deny the 


             17            request for a rehearing. 


             18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have a motion to deny the 


             19            request for a resubmission of the charter 


             20            application. 


             21                 MR. HOY:  Second. 


             22                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Second from Mr. Hoy.  All 


             23            those in favor? 


             24                 MR. HERNANDEZ:  Aye. 


             25                 MR. HOY:  Aye. 
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              1                 DR. WALTERS:  Aye. 


              2                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Any opposed? 


              3                 MR. BOARDMAN:  No. 


              4                 MS. COFFMAN:  No. 


              5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  We have two opposed.  Mr. 


              6            Lasiter, if we have opposition do we need to state 


              7            why we have opposition? 


              8                 MR. LASITER:  No, ma'am.  You just want to make 


              9            sure -- was it a three-to-two vote? 


             10                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes, sir.  A three-to-two 


             11            vote to deny the resubmission for the charter 


             12            application for the Tri-field [sic] County -- I'm 


             13            sorry, I apologize -- for the Tri-County Charter 


             14            School for Redfield, Arkansas.  Mr. Lasiter, did you 


             15            have another comment?  I'm sorry. 


             16                 MR. LASITER:  Well, just whenever you're -- 


             17            before we adjourn. 


             18                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Yes, sir.  I do want to 


             19            thank you for coming back out and I understand what 


             20            the concerns were in terms of the budget.  But I do 


             21            want to note that I think we encouraged you after the 


             22            conclusion to go forth and begin looking and working 


             23            through the curriculum process, and I would still 


             24            encourage you to do so for that resubmission to occur 


             25            at a later date.  So, thank you so much for coming.  
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              1            We appreciate it.  


              2                 MR. BOARDMAN:  Can I -- 


              3                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  I'm sorry.  Mr. Boardman, 


              4            you're recognized. 


              5                 MR. BOARDMAN:  I would like to really encourage 


              6            that also.  I don't think of all the people that have 


              7            been before us I have had a group that was any more 


              8            sincere and any more dedicated to make this work than 


              9            this group.  And I know it would be difficult to go 


             10            back and try to do some of this again, but I think it 


             11            will be worth it because I really think that y'all 


             12            have the students' best interest in mind and you're 


             13            trying to do something right. 


             14                 DR. WALTERS:  Can I say something? 


             15                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  Dr. Walters, you're 


             16            recognized. 


             17                 DR. WALTERS:  And I know we don't have to tell 


             18            our reasons but I just -- because I know the group 


             19            feels like there was a technicality with the budget 


             20            and I just want to make sure that you understand that 


             21            my reasons for voting to deny last time weren't 


             22            because of the budget questions that anyone raised 


             23            that was from an erroneous budget.  You know, there 


             24            were several reasons and I think you're working 


             25            towards addressing some of those but, you know, I 
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              1            didn't feel like today that what was brought to us 


              2            was a reason to bring it back up this soon.  But I 


              3            agree with what Mr. Boardman said, as well.  Thank 


              4            you. 


              5                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  And I would concur also with 


              6            the budget issue.  That might -- I would -- I am 


              7            interested to see what the curriculum might look 


              8            like, something that we -- tangible that we could 


              9            review and something we could actually look forward 


             10            to.  So in terms of the panel, Mr. Lasiter, we'll 


             11            turn it over to you. 


             12                 MR. LASITER:  Just a couple of things.  I wanted 


             13            to make sure everyone knows that regardless of what 


             14            happened today in this meeting these applications 


             15            will still be on the agenda of the next State Board 


             16            of Education meeting.  Now that meeting was scheduled 


             17            to take place on Monday but we've recently learned 


             18            this afternoon it's going to be postponed one week 


             19            due to the weather.  So just for the applicants that 


             20            are here today, the State Board of Education still 


             21            has an independent right of review of each one of 


             22            these decisions and so they will be on the agenda for 


             23            the next State Board of Education meeting.  And the 


             24            State Board of Education will decide at that point 


             25            whether to exercise its own right of review.  If it 
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              1            does that, there will be a full hearing before the 


              2            State Board.  So I just wanted to make sure that 


              3            everyone was aware of that process, number one.  And 


              4            then, number two, that everyone was aware of the fact 


              5            that we are not going to have a State Board meeting 


              6            on Monday; it will happen the next following Monday, 


              7            which I believe is the 16th at 9:00 in this room. 


              8                 CHAIRMAN WITONSKI:  So we will -- the State 


              9            Board of Education will be meeting on Monday, the 


             10            16th, and will begin at 8:00 [sic] and that will be 


             11            an opportunity for the State Board to -- I'm sorry -- 


             12            9:00 a.m.  That will be the next opportunity for the 


             13            State Board to review applications.   


             14                 Thank you.  This meeting is adjourned. 


             15   


             16              (The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 p.m.) 
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