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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ladies and Centlenen, the
Cctober 15, 2015 neeting of the Charter Authorizing
Panel is called to order. 1'd like to welcome
everyone to the Arkansas Departnent of Education.
Pl ease silence all of your electronic devices. As we
begin our work today, | wll ask that if you're
comng to the mcrophone to be sure to speak clearly
so that we, the Panel, nmay hear you and al so because
the meeting is being recorded and |ive-streaned, and

so that our audience may hear you as well. Please
state your name and your title when you conme to the
m crophone, for the record. | would appreciate that

very much. Al right. M. Cay, if you will come
and explain the process for today?

MS. CLAY: Good norning. Kendra Cay, Cenera
Counsel for the Departnent of Education. The hearing
procedures today are going to be the sane as
yesterday. Al persons, with the exception of
attorneys, will need to be sworn in. The charter
school seeking amendment will then have 20 minutes to
explain the amendment they're seeking. Any parties
opposed wi Il have 20 mnutes after that, and then the
charter school will have 5 mnutes for rebuttal and
closing. You'll followthat wth discussion and
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questions. And you may take a vote today or take the
matter under advisenent and vote at a later meeting
and ask the charter school to come back with
additional information or get technical assistance
fromthe Department. Just |ike yesterday, you have a
Googl e doc where you will type in your vote and the
reason for your vote. \We're doing this to make the
State Board review of your decision -- to give them
nore information on whether they would like to review
your decision or not. On the pages today, there are
mul tiple spaces in the event you need to take

nul tiple votes on a particular amendnent request.
Sone of the charter schools have asked for a couple
of different anendments. And if you want, you can
take them as one vote together, but if you wanted to
split themup the sheet reflects that. And if we
need to go through that again when the time cones,
"1l be happy to help. Does anybody have any
questions?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And, Ms. Cay, as the
directions you gave us yesterday, is today a
negotiation of those amendments?

MS. CLAY: Yes. Just like yesterday, anything
that the charter school says or agrees to today that
is different than what is in their witten materials
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they will be held to and it will becone part of the
amendnent to their charter contract. So, yes, it is
basically a contract negotiation, just like the
application hearings yesterday.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Ms. O ay.

REQUEST FOR OPEN- ENROLLMENT PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL
AVENDMVENT:  NORTHWEST ARKANSAS CLASSI CAL ACADEMY

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. Action Item1l
has been pulled fromthe agenda, so let's begin with
Action Item 2, Request for Open-Enrollment Public
Charter School Amendment: Northwest Arkansas
Cl assical Acadeny. Ms. Boyd, you are recogni zed.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
Board of Education approved the application for the
Nort hwest Arkansas O assical Acadeny on Novenmber 1,
2012. The charter is approved to serve students in
grades K-12 with a maxi mum enrol | ment of 685.
Representatives of Northwest Arkansas O assi cal
Acadeny are appearing before the Charter Authorizing
Panel to request an amendment to their current
charter. Speaking on behalf of the C assical Acadeny
we have Christopher Stevens and we al so have someone
on the phone to answer questions, if you need.

MR. BRADBERRY: M. Shack, Chris.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Chris Shay?
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MR. BRADBERRY:  Shack.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Representatives from
Nort hwest Arkansas O assical Acadeny, please stand,
and anyone on the phone that plans to speak, if
you' Il raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm
that the testinony you' re about to give shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSVERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

MR. BRADBERRY: If you're listening online, if
you could turn your conputer down; we're getting
feedback. You can still watch but just nmake sure
that you turn the volume down. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Stevens, you're

recogni zed.
MR. STEVENS. So we are seeking permssion to --
excuse me; let me open ny notes here. |'msorry.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  You may want to start with
your nane and title for the record.

MR. STEVENS: Christopher Stevens. [|'m Canpus
Director at Quest Mddle School of West Little Rock,
and |' m speaking on behal f of Northwest Arkansas
Cl assical Acadeny.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. Thank you.

MR. STEVENS: Sure. So we would like a -- we're
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seeking a waiver to -- so that required -- that AP
courses woul d be part of the required 38 courses
under ADE regulations. W would like to be able to
for sone courses, exchange the AP course for the non-
AP course. So we do have a -- there is a brief

Power Poi nt - -

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay.

MR. STEVENS: -- if y'all would like to see
that .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes.

MR. STEVENS: |f you can advance the slide, go
ahead. On, | have it here. Gkay. |[|'ve never done
this before, as you can tell. | don't knowif this
ison. On it'soff. OCkay. Al right. So the
m ssion of Northwest Arkansas Cl assical Acadeny, they
are conmmtted to providing our future |eaders with a
coll ege preparatory education focused on |iberal
arts. We will pronote a rigorous academ c program
fostering intelligent curiosity, critical thinking,
virtuous character building, and a lifelong passion
for learning. Charter schools are a school of choice
and we' |l do all things possible to serve the
educational needs of our student body and the
community. Ve want to provide the follow ng to our
students: the opportunity to earn a year's worth of
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college credit prior to graduation from high school
and also we want to provide our high school students
identified as high-achieving with opportunities for a
nore rigorous curriculum As charter schools, we are
not staffed as -- we need fewer staff; ['Il put it
that way. And so it is at times difficult to offer,
say, an AP course and the regular course given the
nunber of teachers we have in our schools, and it
would -- so it would help in that regard. We'd also
be able to get our -- offer our students the
opportunity to earn college credit and so al so serve
our community. There's quite a significant savings
for students who earn college credit in high school
and we' d like to make that opportunity available for
our students

So this is a sanple of what we mght do. W
woul d like to be able to, say, for exanple, with AP
U S. Government and Politics to be able to offer that
instead of the regular U S. Governnment and Politics.
So our students woul d take that course and then not
of fer the non-AP version of that course. So, but
this is a sanple of what we would do

So that's everything on that.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Does that concl ude your
presentation?
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MR. STEVENS: Yes, it does.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  I's there anyone here to
speak in opposition? Any additional words from you,
M. Stevens, or fromanyone on the phone?

MR. STEVENS: Not from ne.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  From t he phone?

MR. STACK: No, not fromme either.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay. Thank you. Then,
we'll start with questions fromthe Panel. And, Dr.
Jones, I'll start with you.

DR JONES: (Good norning, M. Stevens.

MR. STEVENS: Good nor ning.

DR. JONES: The Col |l ege Board has a phil osophy
of open-enrollnent in all of their AP courses. Tell
me about the limtations on kids that come into your
program M concern is that you will have no regul ar
classes; you'll have only advanced placement work,
which does fit with your mssion, your mssion of
your charter. But you also, in having that, nust be
wlling to open the doors to those that may not be
prepared for AP work. Tell me about your plans for
that ?

MR. STEVENS: So we provide a lot of support for
our students and we're going to offer -- we would
of fer what our students needed. So there may be
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situations at the higher |evel where we may do an AP
Physics instead of a regular Physics. But this would
be sonmething that at those higher |evel courses where
students would -- where there's some optional courses
that we would do just the AP.

DR JONES: (kay. Let me be nore specific. A
student comes in with a transcript of Cs, not
exceptional work in the past. Can he enroll in your
progranf

MR. STEVENS: In the AP course?

DR JONES: Uh-huh. Well, isn't that all you're
going to have for some courses?

MR. STEVENS: For some. So there's sone courses
where we woul dn't do that, say, for English. | nean,
there are always going to be students who need a
regul ar English course.

DR JONES. (kay.

MR. STEVENS: And so that is -- you know -- that
I's something that we would continue to offer.

DR JONES: (kay. So what would you do with
this student with a "C' background?

MR. STEVENS: Well, we would offer the courses
that student needs. And if there are -- if they need
the regular course, that's a course we would offer.
And if we can support themand have themin AP, we
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woul d do that.

DR JONES: kay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER  How many AP courses do you
currently offer at Northwest Arkansas C assica
Acadeny?

MR. STEVENS: 1'mgoing to refer to M. Shack
for that question.

MS. PFEFFER  Ckay.

MR. BRADBERRY: M. Shack, did you hear the
question?

MR SHACK: Yes. Currently, there are no AP
courses being taught at Northwest Arkansas C assica
Acadeny.

MR. BRADBERRY: You're going to have to turn
your conputer down because we're hearing a reverb of
what we're saying. So if you could nute your
conputer as you talk, | would appreciate that. Thank
you.

MS. PFEFFER: Ckay. So am | understanding that
currently you have not been teaching AP courses at
all?

MR SHACK: Is that better?

MR. BRADBERRY: Yes, sir. The question is: so
currently, you do not teach any AP courses at
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Nort hwest Cl assical Acadeny?

MR SHACK: W have not. W will offer our
first AP course. e don't.

MR. BRADBERRY: Thank you.

MR. STEVENS: The highest grade currently is
10th grade at Northwest Arkansas.

MS. PFEFFER: GOkay. So in your current charter
agreenent, what is the plan for the addition of AP
courses in your current charter?

MR. SHACK: R ght now, in the current charter we
are to stay with the 438. | nean, we're adding those
courses with the plan to go forward.

MS. PFEFFER: Ckay. So this current school year
you are not required to add any then for this 15-16
school year; it will be 16-17 before you're required
to add any AP courses. [Is that what |'m
under st andi ng?

MR. SHACK: Correct.

MS. PFEFFER: GOkay. And what courses do you
plan to offer in 16-17?

MR. SHACK: W have been working on a list. |
woul d have to get that list for you.

MS. PFEFFER: COkay. And M. Stevens conmented a
mnute ago that there will always be sone courses
where you woul d need to offer both the regular course
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and an option for AP. How would that determ nation
be made as to which courses you would have to al ways
of fer the regular option?

MR SHACK: W would always offer the regul ar
options for all core subjects. Even if we do an AP
course, like AP U.S. History, we would always offer
United States H story because it's a core history
subject. So it would be nostly based on what the
students sign up for. But all core subjects as far
as science, math, English, social studies, would
al ways be of fered.

MS. PFEFFER: Ckay. And | may not be
understanding, but if that's the case would this
wai ver be necessary?

MR SHACK: It would, because we would run into
a lot of times where kids will sign up for, say, an
AP European history course and we m ght not have
students sign up for another history course as a core
subj ect .

MS. PFEFFER: COkay. |'mgoing to stop on ny
questions because | think maybe Ms. Barnes can help
us out fromhere. I'msorry, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: Thank you. Good norning.

MR. STEVENS: Good nor ning.
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MS. BARNES: Annette Barnes. And thank you so
much for your presentation. | believe | was |ooking
at the presentation, at some sanples of what courses
woul d | ook like. It l|ooked to me that you had

Al gebra I'l, which woul d' ve been the standard course
under the 38. But as opposed to teaching Al gebra |
you woul d probably teach AP Cal -- | can't renenber.

So | didn't get a chance to --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, would it be
hel pful if we put that back up?

MS. BARNES: It would be helpful if I --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Kevin, could you put the
Power Poi nt back up, please?

MS. BARNES: And part of the line of ny
questions -- and let ne just say this -- where do you
currently draw the primary bulk of the student
popul ation fron? \hich districts?

STEVENS: Little Rock. Little Rock Schoo

2

BARNES: And Northwest --
STEVENS: Oh, I'msorry. |'msorry.
BARNES. This is not Quest.
STEVENS: Sorry about that. So that's --
"1 defer to Curtis on that.

MR. SHACK: The majority of our students come
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from Bentonville School District.
MS. BARNES: GCkay. So, and | did ask primarily.

So if the myjority comes fromBentonville -- I'm

| ooking at the fact that should this anendnent be
granted and you get this waiver then any other
district that you're draw ng students fromwe have to
consider those things as well. But along with the
question that | was asking about, the standard
schedul e and what you woul d be teaching as opposed to

- since you can already, if you have no students
signed up in the regular course, teach an AP course,
Wi th permssion and make that request, |'m hesitant
until | can hear a few rmore things about what you're
doing. Because | support the mssion of the schoo
but | also have to look at what comes after. And if
you're not going to be teaching Algebra I, I'mstill
waiting to see what those courses -- what that sanple

MR. STEVENS: The course opposed to that on that
page is AP Cal cul us AB.

MS. BARNES: That's what | thought. So what
happens with Cal cul us and how are you prepared to
teach the required six math's if you're going to
start out opening up into AP courses? [|'mjust
asking these questions to determ ne what the planis,
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if you would still -- if you would go ahead and teach
those in the required 38; how many courses are we
| ooking at of the required 38 that you would intend
to teach as an AP course. Because, technically, by
granting this anmendnment you could pretty nuch just
deci de, "Vell, we're going to teach AP, wherever
there are AP courses we're going to teach those. W
w Il not teach the regular courses." And so because
of that, if you have students who are able to becone
a part of the student population, you are not in a
position to provide themwth the courses that they
may have been in prior to comng to your school. And
since you are an accredited school you would need to
- students -- you woul d need to honor some of that
transfer policy.

MR. STEVENS:  Unh- huh.

MS. BARNES: And so, | mean, I'ma little
confused as to how you woul d neet the needs of
students that may want to cone into the school. |'m
al so concerned about granting an anendnment that woul d
allow for nmore than one AP course to count as your
required 38. Wuld you open it up to any courses?
did understand that you will teach the core, the
English I, English I'l, English Ill, English IV, but
al so noted that the standard English 12 on the
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schedul e showed the composition, | believe. So |
need a little nore information. Because when we
grant a waiver like this with respect to core
curriculumclasses, we have to | ook at additiona

pi eces and how many others woul d then have the
opportunity not to teach the required courses and
what that does for equitable access for all students
across districts as they enroll in another schoo
district.

MR. STEVENS: So I'Il let M. Shack respond as
well, but where this would be helpful is if we had
conputer science, for exanple, and if we wanted -- if

we could offer just the AP computer science and not
regul ar conputer science. And that would be an area
where this woul d be hel pful

MS. BARNES: Okay. And | understand it could be
hel pful all the way across the board in keeping with
your mission.

MR. STEVENS: Right.

MS. BARNES: | think what's giving ne pause is
it could be all of your courses or as many courses as
there is an AP course

MR STEVENS: So it's worded too -- it's too
general or expansive.

MS. BARNES: | think it's too expansive.
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MR. STEVENS: Yeah.

MS. BARNES: Far too expansive for ne right now
Right now. There may be some nore detail that cones
out in the questions.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones.

DR. JONES: On the conputer science, you
currently can offer the AP conputer science. There's
a Commi ssioner's Meno that has four that are
acceptable to nmeet the |aw and AP conputer science is
one of those.

MR. STEVENS: Ckay.

DR. JONES: | have an additional question. In
| ooking at this today, whether this goes today or
not, ny question would be: as you take on AP courses
and you offer weighted credit, is it your intention
to offer weighted credit for those AP courses for
your students?

MR. STEVENS: M. Shack, if you could respond to
that .

MR SHACK: Yes. The planis that we will offer
weighted credit for those courses.

DR JONES: kay. And within the law for you to
of fer weighted credit, your students are required to
conpl ete the course and your teachers are required to
have the proper training. W define "proper
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training" as College Board training. And so is it
your plan to have all of your AP teachers trained
within their College Board training?

MR. STEVENS:  Yes.

DR JONES: And is that true for both school s?

MR. STEVENS:  Yes.

DR JONES: kay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. CGotcher.

MR. SHACK: Yes, that is the current plan to
have all of themtrained. Yes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, M. Shack.

DR GOTCHER: Thank you, Madam Chair. M.
Stevens, I'mlooking at the rationale for your
amended request. | want to commend you for wanting
to offer a nore rigorous curriculum But it also
says "w thout adding extra teaching | oads to our
certified staff." So I'mnot sure -- to Dr. Jones'
exanple, if we see a student comng in that may excel
inthe liberal arts but may struggle in sone of the
core academ c courses, |I'mnot sure how | can
visualize, having done master schedul es before, how
it wouldn't increase your teaching load if you do
have to offer a regular class and, to Ms. Barnes' --
or Ms. Barnes' comment, receiving transfers. You're
going to have to receive transfers of students that
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may not have been in any kind of an AP course. So
can you or M. Shack address how you can not avoid
increasing staff if you want to be able to offer this
toall kids in this situation?

MR. STEVENS: Sure. And | think that we were
thinking nmore of, say, the physics or the cal culus
where we'd offer the AP and not the regular. But M.
Shack may have nore to say on that.

DR. GOTCHER. W'l wait for his response

MR. SHACK: What we would do, it woul d depend on
when the student comes in. |f they cone in the
current year or the beginning of the school year, it
makes it easier for the master schedule to be
created. But if that student comes in md-year, it's
very difficult to change our master schedule for that
student. So fromthat point we could put the student
in the AP course but differentiate his instruction.
So we woul d accommdate that student inside of the
cl assroom

DR GOTCHER: Thank you, M. Shack. | guess
that's it. Yeah. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer, do you have a
fol  owup question?

MS. PFEFFER: | do. And something that M.
Barnes said made me think of this. Isn't there

Sharon Hill Court Reporting





O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 21

al ready a mechanism-- and it may be one of our panel
can answer this -- | believe we already have a
mechani sm for what they're asking. Because
essentially it seems what they're asking is --
they're going to continue to offer regular courses in
those core areas unless they do not have students
sign up. So we already have a mechanismif no
students sign up for the course where you woul d not
have to offer that course?

MS. BARNES: Yes, in the standards.

MR. STEVENS: Yeah. | believe we have to
communi cate with the ADE and seek perm ssion to do
that under current --

MS. PFEFFER: Ckay. So do you feel that that is
too much of a barrier? Is that why you woul d go
ahead and ask for this blanket waiver? | guess I'm
just trying to understand -- there's already a
mechani smfor you to do that -- if the waiver woul d
real |y be necessary.

MR. STEVENS: So | think it would give us sone

- in ternms of tineline and flexibility, especially
as we see a lot of change fromyear to year, just as
a charter and adding grades, that we could do it as
needed apart fromthat, the current mandates.

MS. PFEFFER: My | ask |ike what is our process
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if we're a school or district that's going to ask for
that waiver? Is it a fairly sinple process?

MS. BARNES: Yeah. Excuse me. Yes, it's a
fairly sinple process. Basically though, we have to
insure that you have not encouraged students not to
sign up for the regular required course. Once you
have registration, if you have no students who have
signed up for that course and you' d like to teach an
AP course in its place, you request permssion to do
that to the Board and it's granted. It may be a
little extra work for the district to have to, you
know, create the paperwork, communicate wth our
Standards Unit, and then us nake the reconmendation
to the Board that they be allowed to count the AP
course as opposed to the regular course, so that it
does not impact their accreditation status. But |
don't see it so cunbersonme that it's not something --
especially in light of the fact that the conversation
here today is more in line with where the need, not
just as a general waiver to teach all courses that
they may desire to teach as an AP course.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester, any questions?

MR, LESTER  No.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers?

MR. ROGERS: No.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Liwo?

MS. LIWO No

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any -- Dr. Jones.

DR. JONES: Have you been teaching AP courses?

MR. STEVENS: No. At Northwest Arkansas, the
hi ghest grade there is 10th grade.

DR JONES. (kay.

MR. STEVENS: Yeah.

DR. JONES: And so do they have in place a
wai ver? Because ot her schools nust teach the four
core AP courses. The charter, | mean, they have to
teach four core AP courses. Do you have a waiver not
to teach AP courses?

MR. STEVENS: |'Il defer to M. Shack.

MR SHACK: As of right now, we don't have a
wai ver not to teach AP courses but we have the waiver
to phase in the 38 courses. So we're adding our
course |oad as we add grades.

DR JONES: | understand. Okay. So it is the
expectation you as you phase in that you have those
AP courses, which in place of a waiver that's what
you have to do. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any addi tional questions?
Dr. Saunders.

DR SAUNDERS: Yes. In looking at this idea of
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essentially -- with it being so broad, as it's worded
- possibly replacing core classes with AP classes, |
do conmend your performance and everything. | think
you have great nunbers there. In |ooking at your
student popul ation, | do have some concerns. Your
special ed. population is around 2.3% as opposed to
the Bentonville district, which I'"mjust conparing,
as you stated, where the children cone fromis 10%
Your LEP percent is zero and free-and-reduced |unch
Is 20. And so | would be concerned, and | woul d want
to make sure that all the courses for anyone that
woul d want to be able to attend woul d be avail able,
and it would not just be for those for who the system
is designed for, and would Iike the opportunity for
nore students to be able to take advantage of sone of
the great things that you're offering. Can you
address any of the student population concerns that |
have?

MR. STEVENS: |I'Il let M. Shack answer that.

MR SHACK: Wth it being a school of choice, we
currently allow all students who want to enroll into
the charter school to actually enroll. W don't put
any restrictions on students that want to cone in,
and as students cone in we acconmpdate them based on
every need that they may need. So it's kind of hard
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for us to -- kind of hard for us to predict what
popul ation is going to come into our school.

DR. SAUNDERS: | can understand that. And |
guess ny question would be: by elimnating some of
the core classes would that not then be a barrier for
some students who may want to enroll?

MR. SHACK: | don't think it's a barrier because
we're not going to not give a student a course that
he really needs. We will always serve our students
and give themthe instruction that they need to be
successful .

DR. SAUNDERS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any addi tional questions?
Ms. Clay, are there any remaining issues?

MS. CLAY: No.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: At this time | wll accept
a motion fromthe Panel.

MS. PFEFFER: | make a notion to deny the
request for the anendment.

DR JONES: [|'Il second that.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Ve have a notion by M.
Pfeffer and a second by Dr. Jones to deny the request
for amendment for Northwest Arkansas Cl assical
Acadeny. All those in favor?

(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? Mbtion
carried. W'll take a monent for you to wite your
reasons and then we'll go around and report those for
the record.

Dr. CGotcher.

DR, GOTCHER. Alnost. | have a little nore to
conpl ete.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones, I'Il start with

you.

DR JONES: | voted in favor of the notion to
deny the amendnment because there's already a
mechani smin place to acconplish what you want to do.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR. LESTER | voted for the denial because the
process is currently in place to change to AP courses
if no student registers.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Li wo.

M5. LIWO | voted in favor of denying the
wai ver request because there is a mechanismin place
to do what you want.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER: | made the notion based on that
reason and al so out of concern for students in that
they -- there needs to be that assurance that the
courses woul d be offered and this would -- this
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mechanismbrings it to an option of not offering if
students do not choose it. ['mjust worried that a
bl anket wai ver woul d take away that choice for
students.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: | voted for the notion, along the
sane |ines as everyone el se, because the opportunity
al ready exists through ADE to offer those classes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the notion to
deny. Like everyone else, a mechanismis already in
place to acconplish the goals presented, your request
I's too expansive, and coul d preclude students
equi tabl e access to needed courses when enrolling in
the school .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. CGotcher.

DR GOTCHER: | voted for the motion to deny the
waiver. |'mstill concerned about how -- | feel it's
still unclear how increasing staff could be avoi ded
while providing what is necessary for current or
incom ng students. And furthernore, to coin the
phrase of Ms. Barnes, | also feel it appears too
expansive in this present form

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. | voted in favor of denying
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the anendnment for two issues: one, wth another
system al ready being in place; and number two, | feel
that it could limt the ability for sone students to
take advantage of the opportunities.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

M. Stevens, | think you've heard the Panel
today --

MR STEVENS: | did.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- and you understand our
concerns. W are very concerned about any limtation
that mght cause students not to enroll and to take
the opportunities available to them as well as the
clarity that we feel is needed to actually meet the
m ssion that you' ve set forth. So we appreciate your

- any understanding --

MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- that you've gained from
this neeting.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Good | uck to you. Thank
you.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Do y'all need a break or
are we ready to go on? (kay. Al right. Thank you,
sir.
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1 A-3: REQUEST FOR OPEN- ENROLLMENT PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL
2 AMENDMENT: QUEST M DDLE SCHOOL OF WEST LI TTLE ROCK

3 MR. STEVENS: |'mhere again. |'mthe next --

4 CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  You' re the next guy.

5 MR. STEVENS: And if it pleases the Panel, the
6 next waiver is for the same thing but for Quest-

7 Little Rock. So I'mcontent with the answer that you
8 gave for Northwest Arkansas, and | don't know what

9 procedures you nust follow

10 CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Cl ay?

11 MS. CLAY: They can either wthdraw their

12 request for a waiver or you all can go ahead and vote
13 on the request. It's up to the charter school.

14 CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Stevens?

15 MR. STEVENS:. | don't necessarily see a purpose
16 in going through all of it again. And so if you

17 would like to vote nowor "Il withdrawit -- | guess
18

19 CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  It's your decision, sir.
20 MR. STEVENS: |'Il withdraw.

21 CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay.

22 MR. STEVENS: So, yes.

23 CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. Thank you.

24 Action Item3 is withdrawn. |'msorry?

25 MR. STEVENS. M apologies. There is a second
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- | didn"t realize they were considered as one. W
woul d I'ike to change our nane and that is the second
part of this one.

MS. BOYD: Madam Chair --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes.

M5. BOYD: -- 1'd just like to offer some
direction on the nane-change.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

MS. BOYD: Some information. | spoke with
Carmen Jordan and if you guys do approve the name-
change, it won't take effect until the change of the
school year, which will be July 1.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. And which action
itemare we on, Ms. Boyd?

MS. BOYD: A-3 has two parts.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay.

MS. BOYD: Their amendnent request has two parts
toit. So one was the name change and the other was
the AP courses.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. So on Action Item3
you're withdraw ng your request for the amendment
regarding the waiver, but you would still like us to
consi der the name-change?

MR. STEVENS: Very nuch so.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. All right. Mke
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your case for the nane-change

MR. STEVENS: Quest Mddle School of West Little
Rock woul d I'ike to request the name-change to the
canpus so that the nane fits the entire student body,
instead of the mddle school grades, as we continue
to add upper |evel grades per our charter agreement
wth the Arkansas Departnent of Education. The
requested name is Quest Acadeny.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. Ms. Barnes.

MS. BARNES: | just wanted to be sure that you
do understand that should this be granted today, as
Ms. Boyd said, because of all the various
recordkeeping and all of the pieces that go along
with that, it would not take effect until the
fol l owi ng school year?

MR. STEVENS:. Yes, ma'am | understand that.

MS. BARNES: (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her questions from
the Panel ?

DR JONES: |'Il nake a notion that we approve
the name-change to Quest Acadeny.

MS. BARNES: Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, did you
second?

M5. BARNES: Yes.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  The notion has been made
by Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Barnes to approve
the nane-change. Any discussion? Al those in
favor?

(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? The notion
passed.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: I f you'll give us just a
second, we'll put that into the record.

Dr. Jones.

DR JONES: | voted in favor of the notion
because changing the name from Quest Acadeny Mddle
to Quest is appropriate due to the grade expansion.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR. LESTER: | voted for the notion to change
the name. The nane-change will fit the entire
student body.

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | voted in favor of the motion
because the nane-change reflects the entire student
body.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER | voted in favor of the motion for
all the reasons |isted.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: | voted for the notion and concur
with what everybody el se has al ready said.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. | voted for, because |
didn"t have any concerns and | support the ability
for you to make decisions when you can.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. CGotcher.

DR GOTCHER | voted for the motion to change
the nane because | felt acceptable reasons for the
change were presented.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And Ms. Barnes.

MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the notion
because it is an appropriate change.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Good | uck to you.

MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And we cel ebrate your new
nare.
MR. STEVENS: Thank you very nuch.
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

REQUEST FCOR DI STRI CT CONVERSI ON PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOCL
AVENDMENT:  BAUXI TE M NER ACADEMY

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. That brings us
to Action Item4. Ms. Boyd.
MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
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Board of Education approved the application for the
Bauxite School District to operate Bauxite M ner
Acadeny, on March 11, 2013. The charter is approved
to serve grades 7-12 with a maxi mum enrol | ment of
200. Representatives of the Bauxite School District
are appearing before the Charter Authorizing Panel to
request an anendment to their current charter. Here
from Bauxite we have Tyler Tarver, who is the
Director of Curriculum Instruction and Federal
Prograns at Bauxite.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l those speaking for
Bauxite M ner Acadeny please stand and raise your
right hand, and anyone speaking in opposition. Do
you swear or affirmthat the testinony you are about
to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSVERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Tarver, you are
recogni zed.

MR. TARVER: Thank you. | thank you guys for
allowing ne to come speak today. So far, things are
going very well at Mner Acadeny at Bauxite. W just
noticed an area that mght [imt us in the future if
we continue to grow |ike we've been doing every year
since we started. W're requesting a waiver to waive
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our class size and the teaching limt for all grades
that we offer classes to, fromsection 10.02, for the
Standards of Accreditation -- I'msorry, | nuttered
that -- Standards of Accreditation. You guys know
that; you don't need ne to say it. A fewreasons it
woul d help, this would hel p our students to be nore
successful. Wth this waiver we -- sone of us

al ready have -- we have an extended school day waiver
where we can offer classes hefore or after school

You know, that puts an extra class on a teacher that
m ght be already teaching nultiple classes. W don't
have to do this very often and we've been able to
accommodate it in the past. You know, it usually
applies to some of our AE students, you know, who are
trying to catch up, kids that are trying to graduate
on time, things like that, they need to take nore
classes. But this would help us have a little nore

| eeway than we've had in the past. Also, we share
teachers with our high school because of where our

canpus is located, which is very beneficial. It
gives us sone flexibility, you know, but in the case
of -- you know -- in the future, say, next year, if

sone teacher |eaves, some teacher comes in, certain
certifications happen, this allows us to maybe have a
teacher fromthe high school who's there nore of the
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day than they are at Mner Acadeny; they could cone
in and help with those, you know, before or after
school waivers or maybe during the school day if we
have to acconmpdate certain kids. It just fluctuates
quite a bit year-to-year with what students we get
and what they need. Wth asking teachers to teach
nmore students, you know, we don't want it to take
away fromthe education or the instruction process.
But while it's not less of a workload, it's a
different workl oad for teachers, because our teachers
do a lot of preparation in the sumer and they
deliver a lot of the curriculumthrough an online
portal and through that, blended |earning. And then
a lot of the -- the way the instruction is delivered
and the way the teachers are able to help the
students it's a different workload. So some teachers
that we've been able to, you know, kind of figure out
"this works with this teacher, this teacher works
better at Mner Acadeny," they're able to kind of
work better and help nmore students than maybe a
normal teacher woul d or some teachers in that
situation. Also, a good portion of our students are
credit recovery students, so a lot of the students
have al ready sat through the class. You know, they
may have missed too many days or for one reason or

Sharon Hill Court Reporting





O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 37

another they didn't get the credit for the course.
And so a lot of themdon't need quite as much teacher
gui dance or instruction or help because they knew the
material; they just for one reason or another didn't
pass the class. So it requires less on the teacher
with regards to that percentage of students that we
have for credit recovery. And also we are not --
we're not over-sized in any of these capacities. W
al so have two paraprofessionals that allow, you know,
us to hel p and nonitor and assist, but we, you know,
we don't attach students to them because of their
position and their certifications. And so our goa
is for this not to be an issue. You know, as we
continue to grow we can start bringing in nore
teachers and have the teachers there for nore periods
of the day. So we don't want it to be, but in case
it is we don't want to have our students limted
because of this. So thank you guys again for
listening to me and |'mnore than happy to answer any
questions you have.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, we'll start
wth you.

MS. BARNES: Yes, sir, thank you for your
presentation. Mner Acadeny is 6-12?

MR. TARVER Yes, ma'am 6-12, yes. On paper
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it said 7-12 but whenever you guys granted us | think
it was 6-12.

MS. BARNES: | was thinking it was 6-12.

MR, TARVER Yes, ma' am

MS. BARNES: | recalled some work with it
earlier in the year. But | guess ny question is:
since we did recently have legislation that allows
for a teacher in grades 7-12 to exceed the maxi mum
| oad with conpensation, where does that enter into
this particular type of an amendment request? And
there are other nmechanisnms for credit recovery, so --

MR. TARVER: Yes, ma'am \éll, currently, with
our -- the way our school is set up, this is our best
option for kids with credit recovery on that point.
So I"'mnot sure -- I"mnot conpletely positive on the
options you're talking about. But with regards to
that recent statute that came in, | think is the
term nol ogy, we plan on conpensating our teachers
even with this waiver. W don't have any problem --
I f the teachers are doing nore work, we don't mnd
conpensating themfor it.

MS. BARNES: And |'mconfused then about the
request for the waiver. Furthernore, M ner Acadeny
is an alternative | earning environment. Correct?

MR, TARVER Yes, ma' am
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BARNES: An AE?

TARVER  Yes, ma'am
BARNES: (kay. Thank you.
TARVER:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Follow ng up on what M.
Barnes was saying with the Act 993, and it was
specifically that there would be conpensation for
those teachers in excess of 150 as well as
instructions on how to do that. And so any kind of
wai ver | would presunme to be a waiver fromthis new
law, so -- on the 150 aspect, not on a particular
cl ass size.

MR TARVER  (kay.

DR, SAUNDERS: And so do you still see the need
to have a waiver fromthe nunber of students taught
w thin the day?

MR TARVER: \Vell, | guess | would see what you
guys recommrended. If you think that it's not
necessary with that new change, then we're fine with
not having it, if it's not necessary. W would just
conpensate our teachers accordingly. So it's up to
you guys.

DR. SAUNDERS: I'Il seek Counsel's opinion.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. O ay.

25D
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MS. CLAY: It would really be up to the charter
school on how they're planning on structuring. So if
they already plan on conpensating a teacher if
they' re above the 150 class size, then the waiver
woul d not be necessary. If they plan on conpensating
above their new requested 200 class size, then they
woul d need a waiver of the class size standard but
they woul d not need a waiver of the act -- | have it
pul led up -- 993. Does that make sense? So, | mean,
it depends on how they want to structure it and at
what point the conpensation would conme in for extra
students.

DR. SAUNDERS: So do you plan on conpensating
according to Act 993 or those in excess of 150 on the
teachi ng | oad?

MR. TARVER Yes, sir

DR SAUNDERS: (Ckay. So that waiver would not
be needed. |Is that correct?

MR. TARVER  Yes, sir, | believe so

DR. SAUNDERS: (Ckay. So the waiver then would
be needed on class size?

MR. TARVER Yes, sir

DR SAUNDERS: (Ckay. That's all | have right
now.

DR. JONES: Can the charter -- do you already
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have a waiver for the ALE class size, 15-to0-1?

MR TARVER No, ma'am | think we're still
limted on that. It's 15 and then if we have a
paraprofessional it goes up to 17, | believe. |
think we're still under that.

DR JONES: |Is that the waiver that they're
trying to seek here? Because class size for ALE's

are different. | think that maybe that's the waiver
isit?

MR. TARVER: No. Because of our -- the way our
classes are set up they're in different -- because

not every student that's at Mner Acadeny is coded as
AE, so some of the students are, you know, genera
education students. And they're not full-tine
students at Mner Acadeny; they are taking a class or
two that they can't take at the high school. And so
it helps in those classroons, as well.

DR JONES: (kay. Sumup the AE. Some students
are coded as AE?

TARVER:  Yes.
GOTCHER:  Only a fourth
TARVER:  Yes.

JONES: Only what ?
GOTCHER: A fourth of their popul ation
JONES: (kay. So they're still follow ng

TBZBDDD
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t hose class sizes?

MR TARVER  Yes.

DR GOTCHER  That woul d be --

DR JONES: Regul ation?

MR TARVER Yes, ma'am

DR JONES. (kay.

MR TARVER Yes, ma'am W are.

DR JONES: | also have a question about -- can

you clarify for the online? Because | think this
speaks to workload for teachers too. Are they using
Virtual Arkansas or are they creating their own
online --

MR. TARVER. No, ma'am They're using -- we
went through Odysseyware and then our teachers went
in the sunmer and edited the courses to meet our
state standards and adjust them based on how they
want ed the course delivered. And so we took their
courses and it gave us essentially a skeleton for it
and then we were able to goin; it's very easy to
edit those courses. You can go in and add things
fromdifferent areas and then you can also create
your own assignnments, and so that's what our teachers
di d.

DR JONES: kay. And it blended along wth
direct instruction?
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MR. TARVER. There's not as much. It depends on
the teacher and the course. Sone courses are nore --
a lot of times, if the teacher was able to get in the
sumrer and get that course set up the way they wanted
to-- alot of it is delivered through, you know,
videos either that they've recorded or that they
found that kind of deliver the lesson. And then a
lot of it is they walk around, help kids; they see a
kid did poorly, they go help them a lot of one-to-
one, if they're not doing the blended stuff.

DR JONES: kay. Thank you.

MR. TARVER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Before we nove forward, |
think | need to clarify what we're requesting.

DR GOTCHER That's exactly what | was going to
do.

MR TARVER  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So | got a little lost in
this conversation.

MR. TARVER  Yeah.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. O ay, Ms. Boyd, can
you help us to be very clear about the request today?

MS. BOYD: So as the anendnment request is
witten, they are requesting a waiver fromthe
Standards of Accreditation 10.02.5. And it seens
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li ke what we've said, because of the Act 993 that
they really are only needing the 45 students in the
classroomto have that classroomsize waiver

MS. BARNES: So, may | ask a question?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes needs to
clarify that.

MS. BARNES: \Well, | mean, | didn't see the
cl ass size waiver one, so that --

DR GOTCHER: It's enbedded

MR. LESTER It's enbedded inside the --

MS. BARNES: ©Oh, okay. So, yeah, | saw the
10.02.5 which made ne zoomin on 150. And | remenber
that Mner Acadeny does have students -- sone are
regul ar students, some are not, but, you know, it's
geared toward the AE environnent for many. Again
|'mconcerned. If we're talking about a situation
now of a possibility of 45 students -- up to 45
students in a class, as opposed to the maxi num 30 for
grades 7-12, then, again, it's a waiver that would
apply to anyone el se, even though Bauxite M ner
Acadeny is right -- it's pretty much right there in
Bauxite. But should sonmeone -- students conme in --
and there is also a mechani smwhere you can go up
above -- it can exceed by three or so, and you don't
have |arge classes. So the discussion was nore in
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terms of the fact that you woul d have teachers from
the high school who may teach a class, which would be
in excess of the 150. And since we're withdraw ng
that part, |'mconfused now about the real need for
the up to 45 students in a class. Can sonebody naybe
help me --

DR SAUNDERS: | think I can clean that up as a
question. | think it would satisfy both of us. How
woul d increasing class size to 45 benefit the kids,
as opposed to a class size at a | ower |evel?

MR. TARVER Well, it would allow us not to have
to turn kids away because we coul dn't accommodate
themw th our facilities. You know, we have grown
over the past couple of years and the way our
classrooms are set up, if we can -- you know -- we're
tal king about opening up two of the classroons to
where there can be nore students in a class. And
that way the students could still take classes and we
woul dn"t have to say, no, we have to have only 30
kids in here with this one teacher that can nonitor
nore than just 30 students. And that would help us
quite a bit.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher.

DR. GOTCHER  Madam Chair, |'mactually okay
with increasing to 45 if it's an environnent where
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they' re nonitoring an online curriculum --

MR TARVER  Yes.

DR. GOTCHER: -- and as long as it doesn't
increase for our ALE students. According to your
data, only 11 of your 45 students are ALE kids?

MR. TARVER  Yes, sir

DR GOTCHER: Ckay. So | wouldn't want to grant
anything to exceed that class size for those specia
students. If we did grant the waiver for 45 -- I'm
kind of asking Legal or the Panel or you, sir -- if
we increase to 45, would we al so be allow ng non-
online students -- in other words, would there be a
situation where 45 students showed up and they did
not need the online curriculun? O is that the only
primary curriculumthat you offer at Mner?

MR TARVER It's our primary curriculum

DR GOTCHER  (kay.

MR TARVER: And if not, it's very bl ended.

DR GOTCHER And then, further -- maybe Lega

- would that affect --

MS. BARNES: The other Bauxite --

DR GOTCHER: -- other -- yeah -- other charter-
l'i ke waivers for other traditional public schools?
Wul d there be a caveat that says that you could do
45 with online curriculumbut not 45 with direct
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instruction?

MS. CLAY: Okay. It would only apply --
dependi ng on how you grant the waiver you could
stipulate that it only applies to online courses.

DR GOTCHER  Good.

MS. CLAY: As far as -- | think what you're
tal king about is other traditional schools com ng
before the State Board and requesting a simlar
wai ver. That only applies to open-enrol |l ment charter
school waivers, and this is a district conversion
So that waiver is probably available because -- well,
| don't know, it may already be available through an
open-enrol I ment charter school. The class size is a
relatively routinely granted waiver. But granting it
to the Bauxite district conversion would not then
open up any additional doors. And, also, that
process, as you know, has to go through the State
Board, so it's not an automatic grant for a
traditional school, even if it was an open-enrol | ment
charter school getting the waiver

DR GOTCHER: Al right. Thank you

MS. BARNES: (kay.

DR. GOTCHER  Does that help you?

MS. BARNES: That hel ps me tremendously.

Because my main concern was not so much ot her
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districts as much as the district itself and the
ot her teachers, other classes at the high school, you
know, since this is the Mner Acadeny.

MS. CLAY: Onh, no. Yes. It would be specific
to Mner Acadeny. And you could even make it nore
specific as only --

DR. QOTCHER. Online

MS. CLAY: -- online courses --

DR, GOTCHER:  Yes, ma'am

MS. CLAY: -- within Mner Acadeny.
DR GOTCHER  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Tarver, are you
agreeabl e to those conditions?

MR. TARVER: Sure. Sound great. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her comments or
questions? | have one and it's nore of a gentle
caution.

MR TARVER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And it"'s just that | can
certainly see having 45 students in the room al
wor ki ng independently online and teachers and aids
nmovi ng around, assisting as needed. | would only
caution you to police yourself that you don't
overload so nuch that those kids are not successful
Sonetinmes two in aroomis plenty if kids need
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assistance. So | would just ask you to really
caution -- to police yourself with that to insure
that those kids are being successful and that they're
getting the quality of education they deserve.

MR. TARVER: Yes, ma'am That's our nunber one

goal .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

MR. TARVER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any -- I'Il entertain a
not i on.

DR, SAUNDERS: |'d nmake the notion to approve
the wai ver of class size to go to 45 for the Bauxite
M ner Acadeny for online courses.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And a second?

DR, GOTCHER:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders has made a
motion and Dr. Gotcher has seconded that notion to
approve the amendment for online, for up to 45
students. Is that correct?

DR. SAUNDERS: (Noddi ng head up and down.)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any di scussion? All those
in favor?

(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? Mbtion

passed.
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MR. TARVER  Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: I f you'll wait just a
nmoment, we'll have comments to go with that.

DR. SAUNDERS: | do want to make one comment. |
was | ooking at your -- on some of your numbers and
wanted to commend you. | think I found it
interesting that in the Acadeny you have the same
nunber of special ed. students as you have gifted.

MR. TARVER Yes, sir

DR. SAUNDERS: And so | see that as an
environment that's |ooking to serve all students.

MR. TARVER Thank you. Yes, sir. And we try
to catch themon whichever end of the spectrum or
anywhere in between. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted for, in favor of the notion
to approve because | believe the vision of the
amendnent is appropriate for the multiple
i nstruction.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher.

DR GOTCHER | voted for the amendnent to
increase. | feel this amendment does not adversely
affect student achievement. But | also share Madam
Chair's caution that 45 should not be a license to
becone the new status quo but that it should be --
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continue to make decisions that are best for kids.

MR. TARVER Yes, sir.

DR. GOTCHER:  Dr. Jones.

DR. JONES: | voted for the amendment because
it's acceptabl e because instruction delivered online
allows for larger class sizes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR. LESTER: | voted for the amendnent based
upon the notion; it's acceptable for online courses.

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | voted in favor of the motion
because the online courses are appropriate for |arger
group online instruction.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER | voted for the notion because it
aligns with this school's goals and the online
program del ivery, and | believe that this was |ooking
to see how they can best provide services for those
students there.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: | voted for the notion because it
allows the Bauxite Mner Academy to offer online
courses to nore students without having to turn back.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: | voted for the notion because |
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believe it would allow the opportunity for nore
students to participate and still be in a manageabl e
envi ronment .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al right. \ell
congratulations to you. W expect great things. And
pl ease remenber to think of us when you're ready to
share the great things that's going on in your
school .

MR. TARVER: CGot it. Thank you, guys.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And thank you for serving
all kids.

MR. TARVER: Yes. Thank you, guys, very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. Let's take a
5- to 10-m nute break.

(BREAK: 9:35-9:48 a.m)

REQUEST FCOR DI STRI CT CONVERSI ON PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOCL
AMENDMENT:  ROGERS NEW TECHNOLOGY H GH SCHOOL

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  |f we can reconvene,
Action Item5, Request for District Conversion Public
School -- Public Charter School Amendment, Rogers New
Technol ogy Hi gh School. M. Boyd, you're recognized.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
Board approved the application for the Rogers School
District to operate Rogers New Technol ogy Hi gh
School, on January 14, 2013. The charter school is

Sharon Hill Court Reporting





O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 53

approved to serve students grades 9-12 with a maxi mum
enrol I ment of 600. Representatives of the Rogers
School District are appearing before the Charter

Aut hori zing Panel to request an anendnent to the
current charter. And just as a heads-up, this
amendnent request does have two parts as well. And
we have Dr. Arbuckle here from Rogers New Tech to
speak with you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l representatives from
Rogers New Technol ogy High School and anyone speaking
in opposition please stand, raise your right hand.

Do you swear or affirmthat the testimony you're
about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and
nothing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSVERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you. Dr. Arbuckl e,
you' re recogni zed.

DR ARBUCKLE: Thank you, Madam Chai r wonan.
Menbers of the Panel, | greatly appreciate the
opportunity to come before you today and share a
little bit about the exciting things that are
happeni ng at Rogers New Technol ogy H gh School. As
Ms. Boyd indicated, we do have two parts to our
amendnent request and so, unless otherw se directed
by the Panel, I'll work through the first piece,
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which is the enroll ment cap. And then after that
opportunity we'll work through the second piece as
wel | .

| believe you have access to a Power Point as
well. Qur anmendment today, we're going to work
through the first section, would be our enrol | ment
cap. As M. Boyd indicated, we do currently have an
enrol [ ment cap of 600. \at you're seeing there is
you're seeing a picture of the northwest corner of
our building. That is an addition that was added to
the existing structure, and that is the opening, the
front door, if you will, to Rogers New Technol ogy
H gh School. Just to give you a little context of
what we | ook |ike conpared to our district -- and
think you woul d see that we are within just a few
percentage points in all of our areas. | would point
out that our English Language Learners, we actually
have nore English Language Learners at Rogers New
Technol ogy Hi gh School than the district has
demographically. W're fairly close with the special
education, as you can see, and the other nunbers
there as well.

Currently, we are in a building that houses two
parts. It's a former mddle school building and
wi thin that building we house the Rogers New
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Technol ogy High School. You can see the square
footage there when we opened. W made some
additions; we made sone nodifications to the existing
building into the current space that we have
avail abl e that we are using, the 46,610 square feet.
Currently, the remainder of that building, the rest
of that building houses our ALE program The
district is currently looking for other space for
that ALE programso that, as you can see, the tota
space that we will have available to us is over
123,000 square feet. And so that -- right now, we
are utilizing about 38% of the square footage in the
bui l ding for our current enrollment, which is 541.
VW are asking the Panel to increase our enrollment
cap fromthe current 600 to 900 and we are -- as a
district we intend to work the rest of our space
that's available to us as we move ALE out and utilize
that space, recapture that space for Rogers New
Technol ogy Hi gh School

| woul d entertain any questions at this tine on
the enrol | ment cap.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. Any questions
regarding the enroll ment cap? Dr. Cotcher

DR. GOTCHER  Yes. Having been there just a
coupl e of weeks ago, the cafeteria -- the increase
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does not affect the capacity for the cafeteria to
serve the students?

DR ARBUCKLE: Actually, when we recapture that
space in the rest of the building we will actually
add the nore traditional comons area that existed in
the -- that exists currently for the ALE, existed
previously for that building which was Kersey Mddle
School

DR. GOTCHER:  So you'll capture sonme nore
cafeteria --

DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. We'll actually capture
nmore cafeteria space; we'll actually capture some
speci al areas, for exanple, the gymasium you know,
which we currently share with ALE; we'll recapture a
full kitchen space, those kinds of things.

DR GOTCHER: Okay. Weather permtting, the
kids want to be outside anyway, as you demonstrated.

DR ARBUCKLE: Correct. They really do.

DR GOTCHER: Yeah. Al right. Thank you

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her questions? 'l
entertain a notion regarding the increased enrol | ment
cap.

DR JONES: | wll make a notion to approve the
enrol I ment cap -- to increase the enrol |l ment cap for
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Rogers New Tech H gh School .

MS. PFEFFER  Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: A notion has been made by
Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Pfeffer to increase the
enrol [ ment cap to 900. Any discussion?

DR JONES: | do just want to add that we had
the chance to visit and this is a picture of a highly
effective charter.

DR GOTCHER  Yes.

DR JONES: They are diverse. Wen you talk
about a Personalized Learning Plan, they did have
choices. It's not creating a Personalized Learning
Plan with "here it is, this is what you're doing."

V¢ had students that went off to NWAC to take

col l eges; we had students that were very nuch in
their career fields. And so they have the capacity
and they' ve done what a charter should do to be
successful. So | commend you for your work there and
your | eadership.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

DR, GOTCHER:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her discussion? All
those in favor of the notion?

(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? The notion
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passed. If you'll give us just a noment, we'll have
our responses for the record.

Dr. Saunders, we'll start with you.

DR. SAUNDERS: Gve ne just a second. Yes, |
voted -- sorry. Yes, | voted for the notion. |
believe this would allow nore students the
opportunity to take part in a specialized |earning
envi ronment .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: | voted for the notion and it's due
to the fact the charter has been successful and
there's -- | don't have any concerns with allow ng
nmore kids to attend.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER:  This is a good opportunity for the
students and the district to grow. And it's obvious
fromthe data that Rogers is providing a unique
opportunity in a manner that all students have access
to participate.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | voted for the nmotion. | didn't see
any issues with increasing the enrollnment cap.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR. LESTER: | voted for, to increase the cap,

I ncreasing the opportunity for Rogers' students to
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attend a successful charter.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones.

DR JONES: | voted for the motion. This is an
exceptional charter that truly serves a diverse
student popul ation. They need to expand to offer
nore students this opportunity.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. CGotcher.

DR GOTCHER | voted for the amendnent to
approve the -- the notion to approve the amendment.
The increase in cap size does not affect the ability
to effectively serve students -- and | do mean
"effectively.”

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the increase.
| see no adverse inpact to teaching and | earning of
the students

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Congr at ul ati ons.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Let's nove forward with
the next waiver.

DR ARBUCKLE: Thank you. Can we have the
Power Poi nt again, please? The reason for this waiver
request -- currently, in our charter we have a waiver
on the class size from10.2.05. W asked the State
Board to grant that waiver during our initial inquiry
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for a class size of 35 but we did not increase, nor
are we looking to today, the teaching | oad of 150.
After the passage of Act 993, on August 31st, charter
| eaders, charter directors and superintendents
received an emai|l fromthe Charter Office indicating
that with the passage of Act 993 there, to alleviate
any confusion that mght arise with the standard
10.02.05 and Act 993, that we shoul d consider as
charter schools asking to extend our current waiver
to cover Act 993 as well. And so based on that email
that we received fromthe Charter Office and that
suggestion that brings us here today, we would ask
that we woul d extend the current waiver that we have
on class size for 35 to cover a waiver, if you wll,
fromAct 993. Again, we're not changing the teacher
| oad; we're not asking to do anything differently
than what's in the current charter. W're sinply
trying to be clear as to with the new -- and respond
to the new | egislation.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Questions? Dr. Saunders.

DR, SAUNDERS: Just to summarize, this would not
change any current practice that you're doing?

DR, ARBUCKLE: It would not. And it would not
really, in ny view, change the current charter
ei ther.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her questions? Dr.
Cot cher .

DR GOTCHER: Just for clarity. So what's the
reason for the waiver request? Remnd us of that one
nore tinme.

DR ARBUCKLE: M understanding is, fromthe
Charter Office, was it was a suggestion to sinply
insure that there was no confusion as to the waiver
with the new legislation, Act 993.

DR GOTCHER  (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Perry, you're

recogni zed.
MS. PERRY: Mary Perry, Coordinator, Division of
Learning Services. | sent that email out after

consulting with Legal and everyone here, after that
new | aw was passed. That is the |aw that requires
extra conpensation when teachers teach over the
current loads. And the clarity -- well, the emai
actual ly stated -- it was not a concern that they
woul d have an issue with our Standards Unit when that
went out; it was that this could help with any other
enpl oynent issue over not allow ng the conpensation
And we didn't really give legal advice; we said they
woul d want to consult their own attorney as well, but
that they should consider in fact doing this waiver.
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DR GOTCHER  Gotcha.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Ms. Perry. Any
addi tional questions? Then I'll entertain a motion
i f we have no additional questions.

MS. BARNES: | have one.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ch, we have a question
Ms. Barnes.

MS. BARNES: ['msorry. |'mjust making sure
| was trying to go back through ny mnd and | recal
us just having a conversation about compensation.
And so | just wanted to be sure that this would not
put us in a situation, in one respect, being
concerned about the | oad and teachers not receiving
conpensation if it's a greater load, and in another
respect allow ng the opportunity. | just -- can
somebody help me weigh this back out? W just had a
conversation regarding Act 993 and conpensating
teachers at the higher -- at the upper grades if they
were teaching a larger load than the maxi mum
allowable. And I'mjust trying to make sure I'm
consistently hearing what we're doing here in this
particular -- what's different here?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Arbuckle, do any of
your teachers teach -- have |oads beyond 1507

DR. ARBUCKLE: No, ma'am They do not. And we
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are not -- we did not ask in the original charter,
nor are we asking here today, to increase that
teaching load. W do not want to -- you know -- our
goal is to insure that every student receives a high
qual ity education and teaching load, and quite
honestly class size has a lot to do with that. And
so we are not asking to increase the teacher |oad
even by a student today.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And therefore, not try to
have a wai ver against any paynents --

DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- to teachers?

DR ARBUCKLE: Correct. Rogers has a history,
if a teacher is asked to do nore they are conpensated
for that. W are not asking that today.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Li wo.

MS. LIWD He just -- he answered my question.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. Any additional --
Dr. Cotcher.

DR GOTCHER: Did your legal teamor did your --
did legal advice fromthe Rogers School District have
any words of w sdon?

DR. ARBUCKLE: | did not have conversations with
our legal team But in conversation with Dr. Darr,
our school superintendent, who |I'msure has vetted
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this, working with her for several years now, this
was her desire as well to follow the suggestion
through Ms. Perry's office to ask for this waiver.

DR GOTCHER: | guess |'mjust not sure why it's
necessary because you're not increasing. Is that --
am| alone in this?

DR JONES: That's really -- | can speak to
that .

MS. BARNES: That's what |'m concerned about.

DR GOTCHER:  Ckay.

DR JONES: And it's really us that brought this
action on. Any tine that there is a |law that changes
that has sonmething to do with one of their waivers,
then we ask themto come back and address the Board.
So it really was our doing. W don't have concerns.

DR GOTCHER:  Sure.

DR JONES: They woul d not have done this
otherwise, if we hadn't asked themto do that.

DR ARBUCKLE: That's correct.

MS. BARNES: And | think that's where | was. |
understood that and | understand why as an agency we
woul d want to certainly alert anyone who may be
impacted. But in the rationale, since it did
identify Act 993, and since that woul d be granting
the opportunity to exceed the maxi num w t hout
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conpensation, and since the district is saying that
they don't necessarily need that because they woul d
not be doing it, that was where | was comng from |
wanted to be sure | was understanding, hearing -- and
| do understand why you've come before us today with
it and certainly appreciate it. But | was concerned
about that. That's why | needed sone clarity.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | just need to make sure that |I'mon
the sane page as everybody else. Wat |'mhearing is
that you're already in conpliance with Act 993 as far
as compensating teachers that have higher class
| oads?

DR ARBUCKLE: To ny know edge, and M. Mbore
m ght be able to speak, | don't believe at the high
school |evel we have anyone who's teaching a | oad
above 150 --

MR MOORE: W do not.

DR ARBUCKLE: -- in any of our buildings.

MR MOORE: W do not.

DR ARBUCKLE: This is -- ny understanding --
and, again, I"'mnot a |egal scholar and that's why I
hope Legal is here. But ny understanding is there's
really two parts to the Act 993. One is the teacher
| oad and then one was the class size. W are sinply
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trying to bring in line what -- with the new

| egislation, bring in line our -- that |egislation
and the current charter. W believe that the current
charter allows us to do what we're currently doing:
class size of up to 35, whichreally I've only had to
do a couple of times both years, and the teaching

| oad of 150. GOkay. M understanding, this is really
borne out of just a clarification process of Act 993
for us since -- and for any other charter, quite
honestly, that asks to waive the 30 seat count per
room

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER:  So your current charter allows you
to go up to 35 students in a class session. Correct?

DR ARBUCKLE: Yes, ma'am

MS. PFEFFER: COkay. So, | have two questions;
one is for Legal. Do you feel like they need to have
this waiver, Ms. Cay?

MS. CLAY: Gkay. The way |'m understanding what
they currently have is they have a waiver of the
entire section of the class size and teaching |oad
standard. So part of that is both the 150 teaching
| oad and the 30 class size. \What |'ve heard them say
is they're not using that one-hundred -- they're not
using the teaching load side of that. |If they have
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no intention of going over that 150 teaching | oad
then they woul d not need a waiver. Nowif they want
- if they think they mght in the future, and they
don't want to conpensate in accordance with Act 993
then they woul d need the waiver.

MS. PFEFFER  So, in essence, this waiver could
be waiving the Act 993, except they stated they don't
want to do that?

MS. CLAY: Vell, the waiver they've requested is
Act 993.

MS. PFEFFER Ckay. So that was what they
requested in the waiver. But, Dr. Arbuckle, you do
not want to waive Act 993. |Is that correct?

DR, ARBUCKLE: No. Qur intention is not to
wai ve the act as far as, you know, conpensating
t eachers.

MS. PFEFFER:  For the going over 150 maximum
| oad?

DR ARBUCKLE: Correct. Qur intentionis to
just make sure that the 35, that we currently have a
wai ver for, is still covered, if you will, with the
new | egislation.

DR GOTCHER: | under st and

MS. PFEFFER  Yes. So can we help themand us
under st and? Because this is obviously a quality
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school ; they're doing what they need to do for kids,
which is why we've just increased it to 900. So |
just -- if we can help make sure that what they've
articul ated we can do?

MR BIGSS: | think --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Biggs, if you'll --

MR BIGGS: Cory Biggs, Staff Attorney. | think
what we were thinking when we prepared the letter
that went out to every charter that already had a
wai ver fromclass size, even if they weren't using
it, was that it would be a good practice for themto
come in and request a waiver fromAct 993, the
conpensation portion, just in case they ever see a
day where they need to use it in the future. Because
if they use it one time, years down the road, the
wai ver that they already have fromclass size, and
they do not conpensate, at that point then they m ght
run into an issue with 993. So thisis really just a

safeguard to cone in for a rainy day. | don't know
if that helps.

DR. SAUNDERS: | want to followup on that. As
| read 993 -- and | may be wong -- | did not see it

addressing cl ass size.
MR BIGSS: Wll, no. It's not for the 35
students; it's for the total, the 150. But they also
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have a waiver from 150 on record already, and so we
have requested -- the Charter Office sent notice out
that anyone who had that 150 waiver cone in and add
the waiver from993, just in case.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So, let me restate what
think | heard you say, is they are just updating what
they al ready have a waiver for to include the nost
current legislation?

MR. BI GCS:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: Okay. And | get that. Because 993

- because basically they have -- they already have
the wai ver to exceed the 30; they already have the
wai ver to exceed the 150. In the meantine though,
there has been | egislation passed that said if you're
going to exceed the 150 you need to conpensate
teachers. They have -- the district is stating that
they in no way intend to ever not conpensate teachers
if they are in excess of it. And so I'mtrying to
determne why -- |I'mhaving difficulty granting the
wai ver to the 993 part because then it would free up
the conpensation. There's no -- there is already no
issue with the 35 students. That's what's hanging ne
up, is what |'m saying.

DR ARBUCKLE: And just to be clear, in the
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current charter -- because | have a copy of that
here, number 12, Section G-- we were very clear that
we only asked to waive the class size. And so | see
this as a contract between us and you and the State,
and we were clear when we said we requested a waiver
for the requirement of an individual class size limt
of 30, extending class size up to 35; this would
allowus nore flexibility. The last line of that:
teachers will not be assigned more than 150 students.
That still stands for me.

MS. BARNES: (kay.

DR ARBUCKLE: Again, this -- we -- if ['mjust
brutally honest, we felt like this was the direction
that we received fromthe Charter Office, "Please
come back and -- it would be a good idea to ask for
this waiver," and we're sinply trying to do what
we' ve been asked to do.

MS. BARNES: Yes, sir

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. O ay.

MS. CLAY: kay. | think | can summarize. |
don't think they need the waiver. | think y'all have
probably conme to that conclusion now. | wish we
woul d have caught it before they made the drive from
nort hwest Arkansas. But they have said that they're
going to conply with the 150 requirenment. |If they
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were going to, even in the future, not conply with
that portion they'd have to come back anyway because
of the way it was witten in their original charter.
Does everybody understand where we are? (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Arbuckle, are you in
agreement with that?

DR ARBUCKLE: 1'mgoing to say yes. Again, not
being a I egal scholar, you know, anything -- the way
| seeit, if this Panel decides that this is not
needed, if it's, you know, voted as such, then I'm
going to go back to the original charter, which
clearly states that we can go up to 35 in a class,
which is what we're currently doing. And, you know,
if that comes back and sonebody says, "Hey, how come
you don't have" -- I'mgoing to come back to the
original charter and the information fromthis
nmeeting, the clarity given by Legal fromthat
st andpoi nt .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Let ne ask you this for
clarification. Wuld you like to withdraw or woul d
you like for us to take a vote?

DR, ARBUCKLE: We'd like to withdraw that piece,
pl ease.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Then we' || consider that
wi thdrawn. Thank you, sir.
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DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

M SCELLANEQUS BUSI NESS

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. That concl udes
our action items. W do have sone business before
the Cormttee. Yesterday, at the end of our neeting
we did discuss a possible Decenber date and asking
charters that were on the Priority list to come
before the Panel. M. Boyd.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. As you can
see, | put in your folder for today, where you've
been pulling out those voting sheets | put in a
Googl e doc there to help facilitate our conversation
You don't have it?

MS. BARNES: | haven't seen anything.

MS. BOYD: Can you look at the folder, maybe
refresh -- well, | think we -- yeah, | sent it out.
Hang on.

DR GOTCHER: |'msorry; what are we | ooking
for?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  In your fol der for today.

DR GOTCHER: (kay. | had it and | closed it.

MS. BOYD: And there should be a document inside
the CAP Priority School Hearings. Are y'all seeing
t hat ?

MS. PFEFFER Wit a minute
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DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.

MS. BARNES: So | need to refresh it.

DR JONES: Well, is this the same origina
fol der, Al exandra?

MS. BOYD: It was the same folder for today.

DR JONES. (kay.

MS. BOYD: | see sone of y'all are popping up

DR. GOTCHER:  (h, under CGoogle Docs. |'msorry.

MS. BARNES: So basically we need to close it
and reopen it?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes; if you'll refresh it.

MS. BOYD: Make sure you're in the folder for
10/15. 1 can send it to you again

MS. BARNES: | can doit; | can doit. | just
have to go back.

DR. SAUNDERS: It's there.

MS. BARNES: Al right. | just needed to go
back. |'mthere.

MS. BOYD: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So | think the questions
before us are do we want to hear from everyone on
this list -- and if so, we'll need to set dates and
then set a list of data that we would |ike those
districts to bring before us. |Is that correct, M.
Boyd?
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MS. BOYD: Yes, that would be correct. So as
you see on the document, | put kind of summary
i nformation about the schools that are on the
Priority list. You have two district conversions and
then four open-enrollnents.

MS. BARNES: Okay. So all of these are
Priority?

MS. BOYD: Unh-huh, the bottom5% Yes, ma'am

MS. BARNES: W didn't put any academ c distress
on here?

MS. BOYD: Well, the academ c distress charter
schools | believe are already on here.

MS. BARNES: Well, | figured they probably are
MS. BOYD:  Uh- huh.
MS. BARNES: -- but I think we had maybe one or
t wo.
MS. BOYD: Blytheville and Covenant Keepers are
MS. BARNES: The two. Yeah.
MS. BOYD: -- the academ c distress. Yes,
ma' am

>

BARNES: They're both -- okay.
CHAIRPERSCN COFFMAN: | apol ogi ze; | didn't hear
what you said.
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MS. BARNES: Blytheville and Covenant Keepers
are not only Priority but they are also academ c
di stress.

MS. BOYD: There's already a note on the
Bl ytheville school and an add-on to the Covenant
Keepers that it's academ c distress.

DR. SAUNDERS: ['Il make a notion to bring back
all the schools listed as Priority and see themon
Decenber 16th and/or 17th.

DR JONES: Can | make a request? | have a
previous conmtment for co-op on that Wednesday, on
Decenber 16th. Can we limt it to the 17th or the
18th?

DR GOTCHER: The 17th is good for ne.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Are you anending my notion?

DR JONES: | amasking to amend your notion to
the 17th.

SAUNDERS:  So anended
JONES:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay. So we have a notion
by Dr. Saunders and a second by Dr. Jones to ask al
of the schools listed on Priority status -- all the
charter schools listed in Priority status to come
before us December 17th and 18th -- 18th, as needed.

DR GOTCHER: Is there a protocol for the 5

DR.
DR.
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mnutes, the 20 mnutes, and questions? Is that --
is there a set protocol for that, Ms. Oay?

MS. CLAY: Yes. You have hearing procedures and
it's the same basically as you followed today and
yest erday.

DR GOTCHER:  Sure.

MS. CLAY: It's 20 minutes and 5 mnutes
rebuttal

MS. BARNES: Good question. | was trying to
remenber; we don't have them com ng back before the
academ ¢ distress committee already, do we, before
this tim?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: W do not.

MS. BARNES: Okay. | just wanted to be sure

DR SAUNDERS: |'d recomrend we | ook at three on
each day.

MS. BARNES: | will say that | have a conm tnent
on the 18th, about m d-day.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. We have a
notion on the floor. Any additional discussion?

DR JONES: | do. |I'msorry; one nore coment.
They will have access to their PARCC data, so we'll
have another neasure by that time. So we ask that
they bring some of that do the Board too.

MS. PFEFFER  Weéll, and what | was going to ask
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is if we could provide maybe some instruction or
guidelines for the conversation so that it doesn't --
| think for me it's going to be about -- based on the
fact that you have a charter and each charter is
going to look a little different, I thought it's
important to | ook at the student performance and
growth in that charter and | ook at -- then | ook at
the wai vers they may have, the goals of their
charter, and be able to be, of course, very
prescriptive in how we | ook at things in terms of are
you meeting the goals of your charter and what are
the waivers that you have and how do you know those
waivers are working. And so, that way, | would like
to see us maybe devel op sone kind of document to send
them where they can plan how they're going to respond
and that will help us facilitate the conversation
w thout it being just w de-open and open-ended where
we really don't get down to answers.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | think that's what M.
Boyd would like for us to do here on this document.

MS. PFEFFER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any addi tional discussion?
Al'l those in favor -- oh --

MS. CLAY: One thing | would nention on this
docunent, your hearing procedures call for Departnent
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staff to actually do the first presentation of 20
mnutes. How that's typically been handled in the
past is we have not, unless specifically requested.
V¥ provide the information but don't actually do a
presentation. |If you would like individuals here at
the Department to present any material or be

avail able for questions, if you'll let us know that
as well .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d assume, Ms.
Barnes, that, because these are on the Priority |ist,
that Dr. Wlde will have 45-day plans and be ready to
give us an update. Would you agree?

MS. BARNES: [f he's listening, no. But if not

- yes, I'lIl have Dr. Wlde available as well as M.
Louis Ferren, if possible, since he's our Systens
Coordinator in School Perfornance.

MS. PFEFFER: | think just a short presentation
for each one giving us kind of just a picture of --
because, you know, some of these charters have been
in place for a long time and we don't necessarily
know what went into the devel opnment of those
charters. So just a -- even a short summary before
each one woul d be hel pful.

MS. BARNES: Well, now that --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: A brief history of the
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charter fromthe Charter Office, in addition --

MS. PFEFFER: Right. And the work of the School
| nprovenent office, so just --

MS. BOYD: Ms. Pfeffer, are you wanting the sane
information |ike we provide in the background
documents we' ve been giving?

MS. PFEFFER: | don't -- it doesn't have to be
anything long and detailed.

MS. BOYD: Ckay.

MS. PFEFFER:  But just -- I'mthinking, you
know, a 5-mnutes overview of the charter and then a
brief update fromthe School I|nprovenent office as to
what's been going on and the responsiveness that
they' ve seen fromthe schools or inprovenent that
they' ve seen, and then tinme for the charter to give
us that data. And, again, just some things that we
can -- | think we're going to need to make some
deci si ons.

MS. BOYD: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Are we ready to take a
vote on the motion? And then we can followup with
addi tional --

MS. BARNES: Wth additional dates, right?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  The notion was to call al
of the listed charter schools, the schools that are
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in Priority, before this Panel Decenber 17th and
18th. And we'll work on -- Ms. Boyd will work on an
agenda. All those in favor of the motion?

(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? Mbtion
passed.

If we'll take a moment, a couple of things that
| heard us say -- | just want to kind of recap -- on
those dates of the hearing that we will begin with a
brief overview of the charter itself, M. Boyd

MS. BOYD:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And that wi Il include when
the charter was granted, if there have been renewal s,
the mssion of the charter, the waivers that
currently apply to that charter, and just sone
general information. [|'massumng probably that you
have visited all of those.

MS. BOYD:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So just some genera
i nformation about those charters, because each one of
them have a unique plan --

MS. BOYD: Right.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- to serve students. And
then, followthat by a report from Schoo
| mprovenent, based on their report say of current --
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of what they've experienced with those schools.

MS. BOYD: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And then as we nove toward
what we want the schools to bring us, what
i nformation woul d you expect to hear fromthe schools
t hemsel ves?

DR. SAUNDERS: | think one thing specifically
fromthe schools, I'd like to see -- we have -- first
of all, we have data within our agency that we would
need, such as, | believe, perfornmance on state
assessnents, |ooking at possibly five years. So the
end- of - school performance report but taking that into
consi deration with plans for inprovenent -- and by
that, in particular, historical work they have done
in the past to address some of the deficiencies and
what their plans are for the future.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d add to that what
they' ve done in the past and how it has worked.

DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Vhat those results were.

MS. PFEFFER  And what data

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  What data has supported
that as they nmove forward.

DR GOTCHER: And 1'd like to also ask themto
present how they continue to become -- remain
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i nnovative, because the original application and the
original mssion and vision may have been an
innovative method at the time. And as technol ogy and
t eachi ng methods have increased, have noved forward,
|'d like to know how they are maintaining an

I nnovative process for educating students.

DR. SAUNDERS: Also, conparative data with the
surrounding districts would be beneficial.

DR. GOTCHER  And that shoul d be avail abl e,
shouldn't it?

DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.

DR GOTCHER:  Yeah.

DR. SAUNDERS: Which we can access.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Boyd, if you woul d
reference those charter schools back to 6-23-102, the
| egislative intent of the Quality Charter Schools
Act, there are six itenms listed that they probably
need to address. Would you agree?

DR GOTCHER. (ne nore tine, please.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  The charters woul d need to
address these six itens.

DR. GOTCHER (nh, the six legislative intents?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes.

DR GOTCHER  Good suggesti on.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  As in relation to where

Sharon Hill Court Reporting





O© 00 N O O b W DN -

N NN R R R R R R R PR,
OB WNEF O OOWLWNOOUO MAWRNRO

Page 83

they are today, currently, so that we can insure that
they've not gotten off track with the mssion. Any
ot her comments or reconmendations?

MS. BOYD: | have a question. On renewa
docunents we're currently asking for, | guess, sone
of the non-acadenic aspects of the school. | don't
know i f you guys want to consider that or not. So,
for instance, about discipline rates and how that
mght be affecting -- so, for instance, if they're
suspending a lot of students, those students aren't
in class; howis that affecting those kinds of

t hings.
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d agree; any data
that supports their serving students. | think as you

can tell fromthe conversations the last tw days,
we're very concerned that they're serving all the
students. So | need themto explain to me why they
are an effective charter school in the state of
Arkansas; in light of their Priority status, really
explain to me why you are an effective charter. And
"1l just say Dr. Saunders and | attended the

Aut hori zers Conference in New Orleans and that was
one of the things that was really pressed upon us,
was to keep effective charters, support effective
charters but close down ineffective charters because
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It was not serving the needs of students. And that
cane fromthe Charter Association itself, and so |
think that is our due diligence to insure that we
have only effective charters for the State of
Arkansas.

If you think of something that we've left off
today, if you will contact Ms. Boyd directly and
share that with her, |'msure she'll be in contact
with all of these schools. Any additional comments,
questions, concerns, thoughts?

DR GOTCHER:  Thinking of the amount of
information that we've requested, | think the three
days -- or three schools for each day is now quite
appropriate. So | think we're headed in the right
direction. | just knowthat's a lot of information
but | think we have a great responsibility to hear
all of that too. So, that's just a comment.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d add one thing to
that, is because this is October and we're asking for
that presentation in Decenber and everything that
we' ve addressed is sonething they should be
addressing every day --

DR GOTCHER:  That's true.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- | woul d expect that the
mpjority of the presentation will be | oaded into the
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NOVI S agenda ahead of tinme. So if | can read it, see
their PowerPoint slides, see their data charts -- if
everything is put together, | don't think the
conversation would have to go extrenely long. It's
either there or it's not there.

DR, GOTCHER:  Good suggestion, Madam Chair.

DR JONES: That's a good point. And when they
deliver items the day of, we can't give themthe
attention they deserve. | know that it hasn't -- |
haven't been able to.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Vel |, it speaks of the
| ack of organization, which is an issue, in ny mnd,
regarding effectiveness or ineffectiveness.

DR SAUNDERS: | think that we just -- would it
be fair to say -- to ask for the schools to submt
their presentations by Decenmber 1st?

DR GOTCHER It's a nonth-and-a-half. | think
that's appropriate.

DR, SAUNDERS: | think much of the information
wll be comng fromus as well, and | do want to
extend ny support and my division; if there's any
data or anything that we could assist with, don't
hesitate to let us know.

MS. BOYD: Would you have a problemw th moving
it to Decenmber 2nd, just because that's a \Wednesday
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and that's usually when -- that's when they're used
to submtting thing?

DR. SAUNDERS: No problem

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Boyd, we will also
count on your expertise on anything that you believe
s mssing or has been left off that you will add.

MS. BOYD: GCkay. Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Anyone el se?

DR SAUNDERS: | do. | just want -- | want to
thank the Charter School -- thank everybody who works
on everything, and Legal, and Communications and
everything, because y'all do a lot of work getting
ready for this. W do realize that and we appreciate
that; very well organized and all the data is there
that we need, and | appreciate all that y'all do.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Dr. Saunders.

DR GOTCHER: |'d agree.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Panel, and
thank you to anyone who's still with us today at
10: 30.

Wth no additional comments, this meeting -- |
w || accept a notion for adjournment.

DR GOTCHER  So noved.

MS. BARNES: Second.

DR JONES: Second.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher and Ms.
Barnes. Al those in favor?
(UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you very much.

(The meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m)

Sharon Hill Court Reporting

Page 87





Page 88

CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF ARKANSAS )
) SS.

COUNTY OF SALI NE )

|, SHARON K. HILL, CCR, a Certified Stenomask Reporter and
Notary Public before whomthe foregoing proceedings was taken
do hereby certify that the same is a true and correct
transcription before the Arkansas State Departnent of
Education, Charter Authorizing Panel, in Little Rock, Arkansas,
on Cctober 15, 2015, that the said proceedings was reduced to
typewitten formby me or under my direction and supervision
and that the foregoing pages constitute a true and correct
transcription of all proceedings had in said matter.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | amneither counsel for, related
to, nor enployed by any of the parties to this action.

| FURTHER CERTIFY that | have no contract with any parties
within this action that affects or has a substantial tendency
to affect inpartiality, that requires me to relinquish control
of an original transcript or copies of the transcript before it
is certified and delivered to the custodial agency, or that
requires me to provide any service not made available to al
parties to the action.

W TNESS, MY HAND AND SEAL, THI S DATE: Cctober 31, 2015

SHARON K. HILL, CCR
Certified Court Reporter
Certificate No. 670

Sharon Hill Court Reporting





		Index

		 Number Index

		1

		1 (3)

		10% (1)

		10-minute (1)

		10.02 (1)

		10.02.05 (1)

		10.02.5 (2)

		10.2.05 (1)

		10/15 (1)

		10:30 (1)

		10:32 (1)

		10th (2)

		11 (2)

		12 (2)

		123,000 (1)

		14 (1)

		15 (2)

		15-16 (1)

		15-to-1 (1)

		150 (20)

		16-17 (2)

		16th (2)

		17 (1)

		17th (6)

		18th (5)

		1st (1)



		2

		2 (1)

		2.3% (1)

		20 (6)

		200 (2)

		2012 (1)

		2013 (2)

		2015 (1)

		2nd (1)



		3

		3 (2)

		30 (7)

		31st (1)

		35 (9)

		38 (6)

		38% (1)



		4

		4 (1)

		438 (1)

		45 (16)

		45-day (1)

		46,610 (1)



		5

		5 (4)

		5% (1)

		5- (1)

		5-minutes (1)

		541 (1)



		6

		6-12 (4)

		6-23-102 (1)

		600 (3)

		685 (1)



		7

		7-12 (4)



		9

		9-12 (1)

		900 (3)

		993(25)

		9:35-9:48 (1)





		A

		A-2 (1)

		A-3 (2)

		A-4 (1)

		A-5 (1)

		AB (1)

		ability (3)

		able (17)

		above (4)

		academic (8)

		ACADEMY (33)

		accept (2)

		acceptable (4)

		access (6)

		accommodate (5)

		accomplish (2)

		accordance (1)

		according (2)

		accordingly (1)

		accreditation (4)

		accredited (1)

		achievement (1)

		across (2)

		Act (22)

		Action (9)

		actually (11)

		add (11)

		add-on (1)

		added (1)

		adding (4)

		addition (3)

		additional (16)

		additions (1)

		address (6)

		addressed (1)

		addressing (2)

		ADE (3)

		adjourned (1)

		adjournment (1)

		adjust (1)

		advance (1)

		advanced (1)

		advantage (2)

		adverse (1)

		adversely (1)

		advice (2)

		advisement (1)

		AE (6)

		affect (4)

		affecting (2)

		affirm (3)

		AFFIRMATIVELY (3)

		again (13)

		against (1)

		agency (2)

		agenda (3)

		ago (2)

		agree (4)

		agreeable (1)

		agreement (3)

		agrees (1)

		ahead (5)

		aids (1)

		ALE (8)

		ALE's (1)

		alert (1)

		Alexandra (1)

		Algebra (3)

		aligns (1)

		alleviate (1)

		allow (7)

		allowable (1)

		allowed (1)

		allowing (5)

		allows (6)

		Almost (1)

		alone (1)

		along (4)

		alternative (1)

		always (7)

		amend (1)

		amended (2)

		amending (1)

		amendment (35)

		amendments (2)

		amount (1)

		and/or (1)

		Annette (1)

		ANSWERED (4)

		AP (52)

		apart (1)

		apologies (1)

		apologize (1)

		appearing (3)

		appears (1)

		application (5)

		applies (3)

		apply (3)

		appreciate (7)

		appropriate (6)

		approve (9)

		approved (6)

		Arbuckle (31)

		area (3)

		areas (4)

		arise (1)

		Arkansas (19)

		around (4)

		articulated (1)

		arts (2)

		aspect (1)

		aspects (1)

		assessments (1)

		assigned (1)

		assignments (1)

		assist (2)

		assistance (2)

		assisting (1)

		Association (1)

		assume (1)

		assuming (1)

		assurance (1)

		attach (1)

		attend (3)

		attended (1)

		attention (1)

		attorney (2)

		attorneys (1)

		audience (1)

		August (1)

		Authorizers (1)

		Authorizing (4)

		automatic (1)

		available (11)

		avoid (1)

		avoided (1)

		away (3)

		AYES (6)



		B

		back (17)

		background (2)

		Barnes (81)

		Barnes' (2)

		barrier (3)

		based (8)

		basically (5)

		BAUXITE (14)

		become (4)

		begin (3)

		beginning (1)

		behalf (2)

		beneficial (2)

		benefit (1)

		Bentonville (3)

		best (3)

		better (3)

		beyond (1)

		BIGGS (6)

		bit (3)

		blanket (2)

		blended (4)

		Blytheville (3)

		Board (15)

		body (4)

		borne (1)

		both (6)

		bottom (1)

		Boyd (50)

		BRADBERRY (7)

		break (3)

		brief (4)

		bring (6)

		bringing (1)

		brings (3)

		broad (1)

		brought (1)

		brutally (1)

		building (11)

		buildings (1)

		bulk (1)

		BUSINESS (2)



		C

		C's (1)

		cafeteria (4)

		Cal (1)

		Calculus (3)

		call (2)

		called (1)

		came (2)

		Campus (3)

		can (61)

		cap (14)

		capacities (1)

		capacity (2)

		capture (3)

		career (1)

		Carmen (1)

		carried (1)

		case (6)

		catch (2)

		caught (1)

		cause (1)

		caution (4)

		caveat (1)

		celebrate (1)

		certain (2)

		certainly (3)

		certifications (2)

		certified (1)

		Chair (10)

		Chair's (1)

		CHAIRPERSON (176)

		Chairwoman (1)

		chance (2)

		change (14)

		changes (1)

		changing (2)

		character (1)

		Charter (86)

		charter- (1)

		charters (9)

		charts (1)

		children (1)

		choice (3)

		choices (1)

		choose (1)

		CHORUS (6)

		Chris (2)

		Christopher (2)

		clarification (2)

		clarify (3)

		clarity (5)

		class (43)

		classes (14)

		CLASSICAL (12)

		classroom (3)

		classrooms (3)

		Clay (27)

		clean (1)

		clear (5)

		clearly (2)

		close (3)

		closed (1)

		closing (1)

		co-op (1)

		coded (2)

		COFFMAN (176)

		coin (1)

		college (7)

		colleges (1)

		coming (7)

		commend (4)

		comment (4)

		commented (1)

		comments (5)

		Commissioner's (1)

		commitment (2)

		committed (1)

		Committee (2)

		commons (1)

		communicate (2)

		Communications (1)

		community (2)

		comparative (1)

		compared (1)

		comparing (1)

		compensate (5)

		compensated (1)

		compensating (8)

		compensation (10)

		complete (2)

		completely (1)

		compliance (1)

		comply (2)

		composition (1)

		computer (9)

		concern (4)

		concerned (9)

		concerns (7)

		conclude (1)

		concludes (1)

		conclusion (1)

		concur (1)

		conditions (1)

		Conference (1)

		confused (3)

		confusion (2)

		congratulations (2)

		consider (6)

		consideration (1)

		considered (1)

		consistently (1)

		consult (1)

		consulting (1)

		contact (2)

		content (1)

		context (1)

		continue (7)

		contract (3)

		conversation (9)

		conversations (2)

		CONVERSION (5)

		conversions (1)

		Coordinator (2)

		copy (1)

		core (12)

		corner (1)

		Cory (1)

		Counsel (1)

		Counsel's (1)

		count (4)

		couple (5)

		course (40)

		courses (58)

		Covenant (3)

		cover (2)

		covered (1)

		create (2)

		created (1)

		creating (2)

		credit (12)

		critical (1)

		cumbersome (1)

		curiosity (1)

		current (27)

		currently (24)

		curriculum (10)

		Curtis (1)



		D

		Darr (1)

		data (13)

		date (1)

		dates (3)

		day (11)

		days (3)

		December (8)

		decide (1)

		decides (1)

		decision (3)

		decisions (3)

		defer (2)

		deficiencies (1)

		define (1)

		deliver (3)

		delivered (4)

		delivery (1)

		demographically (1)

		demonstrated (1)

		denial (1)

		deny (5)

		denying (2)

		Department (6)

		depend (1)

		depending (1)

		depends (2)

		deserve (2)

		designed (1)

		desire (2)

		detail (1)

		detailed (1)

		determination (1)

		determine (2)

		develop (1)

		development (1)

		devices (1)

		different (9)

		differentiate (1)

		differently (1)

		difficult (2)

		difficulty (1)

		diligence (1)

		direct (2)

		directed (1)

		direction (3)

		directions (1)

		directly (1)

		Director (2)

		directors (1)

		discipline (1)

		discuss (1)

		discussion (8)

		distress (6)

		District (26)

		districts (5)

		diverse (2)

		Division (2)

		doc (2)

		Docs (1)

		document (5)

		documents (2)

		done (6)

		door (1)

		doors (2)

		down (7)

		Dr (210)

		draw (1)

		drawing (1)

		drive (1)

		due (3)

		during (2)



		E

		earlier (1)

		earn (3)

		easier (1)

		easy (1)

		ed (2)

		edit (1)

		edited (1)

		educating (1)

		Education (11)

		educational (1)

		effect (2)

		effective (6)

		effectively (2)

		effectiveness (1)

		either (5)

		electronic (1)

		eliminating (1)

		else (6)

		email (4)

		embedded (2)

		employment (1)

		encouraged (1)

		end (2)

		end-of-school (1)

		English (10)

		enroll (6)

		enrolling (1)

		enrollment (15)

		enter (1)

		entertain (4)

		entire (4)

		environment (6)

		equitable (2)

		especially (2)

		essence (1)

		essentially (3)

		European (1)

		Even (9)

		event (1)

		everybody (4)

		everyone (5)

		exactly (1)

		example (4)

		exceed (7)

		excel (1)

		except (1)

		exception (1)

		exceptional (2)

		excess (4)

		exchange (1)

		exciting (1)

		excuse (2)

		existed (2)

		existing (2)

		exists (2)

		expand (1)

		expansion (1)

		expansive (5)

		expect (3)

		expectation (1)

		experienced (1)

		expertise (1)

		explain (4)

		extend (3)

		extended (1)

		extending (1)

		extra (5)

		extremely (1)



		F

		facilitate (2)

		facilities (1)

		fact (6)

		fair (1)

		fairly (3)

		far (6)

		favor (18)

		Federal (1)

		feedback (1)

		feel (7)

		feet (2)

		felt (2)

		Ferren (1)

		few (3)

		fewer (1)

		fields (1)

		figure (1)

		figured (1)

		fine (1)

		first (5)

		fit (2)

		fits (1)

		five (1)

		flexibility (3)

		floor (1)

		fluctuates (1)

		focused (1)

		folder (6)

		follow (4)

		follow-up (3)

		followed (1)

		following (4)

		footage (2)

		form (1)

		former (1)

		forth (1)

		forward (5)

		fostering (1)

		found (2)

		four (4)

		fourth (2)

		free (1)

		free-and-reduced (1)

		front (1)

		full (1)

		full-time (1)

		further (1)

		furthermore (2)

		future (7)



		G

		gained (1)

		gave (3)

		geared (1)

		General (6)

		gentle (1)

		Gentlemen (1)

		gifted (1)

		given (2)

		gives (1)

		giving (3)

		goal (3)

		goals (4)

		goes (2)

		Good (17)

		Google (3)

		Gotcha (1)

		Gotcher (71)

		Government (2)

		grade (5)

		grades (11)

		graduate (1)

		graduation (1)

		grant (6)

		granted (6)

		granting (5)

		great (6)

		greater (1)

		greatly (1)

		group (1)

		grow (3)

		grown (1)

		growth (1)

		guess (8)

		guidance (1)

		guidelines (1)

		guy (1)

		guys (10)

		gymnasium (1)



		H

		hand (3)

		handled (1)

		Hang (1)

		hanging (1)

		happen (1)

		happening (1)

		happens (1)

		happy (2)

		hard (2)

		head (1)

		headed (1)

		heads-up (1)

		hear (8)

		heard (4)

		hearing (8)

		hearings (2)

		held (1)

		help (23)

		helpful (6)

		helps (3)

		hesitant (1)

		hesitate (1)

		Hey (1)

		high (20)

		high-achieving (1)

		higher (4)

		highest (2)

		highly (1)

		historical (1)

		History (7)

		honest (1)

		honestly (2)

		honor (1)

		hope (1)

		house (1)

		houses (2)



		I

		idea (2)

		identified (1)

		identify (1)

		II (4)

		III (1)

		impact (2)

		impacted (1)

		important (1)

		Improvement (5)

		include (2)

		incoming (1)

		increase (14)

		increased (3)

		increasing (7)

		independently (1)

		indicated (2)

		indicating (1)

		individual (1)

		individuals (1)

		ineffective (1)

		ineffectiveness (1)

		information (14)

		initial (1)

		innovative (3)

		inquiry (1)

		inside (3)

		instance (2)

		instead (3)

		instruction (12)

		instructions (1)

		insure (6)

		intelligent (1)

		intend (3)

		intent (1)

		intention (4)

		intents (1)

		interesting (1)

		into (13)

		issue (6)

		issues (3)

		Item (7)

		items (4)

		IV (1)



		J

		January (1)

		Jones (57)

		Jones' (1)

		Jordan (1)

		July (1)



		K

		K-12 (1)

		keep (1)

		Keepers (3)

		keeping (1)

		Kendra (1)

		Kersey (1)

		Kevin (1)

		kid (1)

		kids (19)

		kind (12)

		kinds (2)

		kitchen (1)

		knew (1)

		knowledge (1)



		L

		lack (1)

		Ladies (1)

		Language (2)

		large (1)

		larger (3)

		last (2)

		later (1)

		law (6)

		leaders (2)

		leadership (1)

		Learners (2)

		learning (8)

		leaves (1)

		leeway (1)

		left (2)

		Legal (13)

		legislation (8)

		legislative (2)

		LEP (1)

		less (2)

		lesson (1)

		Lester (11)

		letter (1)

		level (5)

		liberal (2)

		license (1)

		lifelong (1)

		light (2)

		limit (5)

		limitation (1)

		limitations (1)

		limited (2)

		line (5)

		lines (1)

		list (7)

		listed (6)

		listening (3)

		Little (15)

		live-streamed (1)

		Liwo (14)

		load (20)

		loaded (1)

		loads (4)

		located (1)

		long (4)

		look (11)

		looked (1)

		looking (14)

		lost (1)

		lot (16)

		Louis (1)

		lower (1)

		luck (2)

		lunch (1)



		M

		ma'am (16)

		Madam (12)

		main (1)

		maintaining (1)

		majority (3)

		makes (1)

		making (1)

		manageable (1)

		mandates (1)

		manner (1)

		many (6)

		March (1)

		Mary (1)

		master (3)

		material (2)

		materials (1)

		math (1)

		math's (1)

		matter (1)

		maximum (8)

		may (29)

		maybe (11)

		mean (7)

		meantime (1)

		measure (1)

		mechanism (9)

		mechanisms (1)

		meet (4)

		meeting (9)

		Members (1)

		Memo (1)

		mention (1)

		method (1)

		methods (1)

		microphone (2)

		mid-day (1)

		mid-year (1)

		Middle (7)

		might (10)

		mind (3)

		MINER (18)

		minute (2)

		minutes (8)

		MISCELLANEOUS (1)

		missed (1)

		missing (1)

		mission (9)

		modifications (1)

		moment (4)

		monitor (2)

		monitoring (1)

		month-and-a-half (1)

		Moore (3)

		more (44)

		morning (5)

		most (1)

		mostly (1)

		motion (51)

		move (5)

		moved (2)

		moving (2)

		Mrs (1)

		much (17)

		multiple (4)

		must (3)

		mute (1)

		muttered (1)



		N

		name (10)

		name- (1)

		name-change (8)

		necessarily (3)

		necessary (7)

		need (46)

		needed (11)

		needing (1)

		needs (7)

		negotiation (2)

		new (23)

		next (5)

		Nodding (1)

		non- (2)

		non-academic (1)

		non-AP (1)

		nor (2)

		normal (1)

		NORTHWEST (17)

		note (1)

		noted (1)

		notes (1)

		notice (1)

		noticed (1)

		November (1)

		NOVIS (1)

		number (6)

		numbers (3)

		NWAC (1)



		O

		obvious (1)

		obviously (1)

		October (2)

		Odysseyware (1)

		off (5)

		offer (35)

		offered (2)

		offering (2)

		Office (9)

		often (1)

		Once (1)

		one (34)

		one-hundred (1)

		one-to- (1)

		online (20)

		only (16)

		open (4)

		open-ended (1)

		OPEN-ENROLLMENT (7)

		open-enrollments (1)

		opened (1)

		opening (3)

		operate (2)

		opinion (1)

		opportunities (3)

		opportunity (16)

		opposed (13)

		opposition (3)

		option (4)

		optional (1)

		options (2)

		order (1)

		organization (1)

		organized (1)

		original (7)

		Orleans (1)

		others (1)

		otherwise (2)

		out (15)

		outside (1)

		over (6)

		over-sized (1)

		overload (1)

		overview (2)

		own (3)



		P

		page (2)

		pages (1)

		Panel (19)

		paper (1)

		paperwork (1)

		paraprofessional (1)

		paraprofessionals (1)

		PARCC (1)

		part (9)

		participate (2)

		particular (5)

		parties (1)

		parts (6)

		pass (1)

		passage (2)

		passed (6)

		passion (1)

		past (7)

		pause (1)

		payments (1)

		per (2)

		percent (1)

		percentage (2)

		performance (5)

		periods (1)

		permission (4)

		permitting (1)

		Perry (4)

		Perry's (1)

		Personalized (2)

		persons (1)

		Pfeffer (42)

		phase (2)

		philosophy (1)

		phone (4)

		phrase (1)

		Physics (3)

		picture (3)

		piece (3)

		pieces (2)

		place (9)

		placement (1)

		plan (15)

		planning (1)

		plans (5)

		Please (11)

		pleases (1)

		plenty (1)

		point (6)

		points (1)

		police (2)

		policy (1)

		Politics (2)

		poorly (1)

		popping (1)

		population (8)

		portal (1)

		portion (3)

		position (2)

		positive (1)

		possibility (1)

		possible (3)

		possibly (2)

		PowerPoint (5)

		practice (2)

		preclude (1)

		predict (1)

		preparation (1)

		preparatory (1)

		prepared (3)

		prescriptive (1)

		present (3)

		presentation (9)

		presentations (1)

		presented (2)

		pressed (1)

		presume (1)

		pretty (2)

		previous (1)

		previously (1)

		primarily (1)

		primary (3)

		prior (2)

		Priority (11)

		probably (6)

		problem (3)

		procedures (4)

		process (9)

		program (6)

		Programs (1)

		promote (1)

		proper (2)

		protocol (2)

		provide (8)

		providing (3)

		PUBLIC (8)

		pulled (2)

		pulling (1)

		purpose (1)

		put (12)

		puts (1)



		Q

		quality (4)

		Quest (8)

		Quest- (1)

		quite (7)

		quo (1)



		R

		rainy (1)

		raise (3)

		rates (1)

		rationale (2)

		read (2)

		ready (5)

		real (1)

		realize (2)

		really (18)

		reason (6)

		reasons (4)

		rebuttal (2)

		recall (1)

		recalled (1)

		recap (1)

		recapture (3)

		receive (1)

		received (3)

		receives (1)

		receiving (2)

		recent (1)

		recently (1)

		recognized (6)

		recommend (1)

		recommendation (1)

		recommendations (1)

		recommended (1)

		reconvene (1)

		record (6)

		recorded (2)

		recordkeeping (1)

		recovery (4)

		refer (1)

		reference (1)

		reflects (2)

		refresh (3)

		regard (1)

		regarding (5)

		regards (2)

		registers (1)

		registration (1)

		regular (18)

		Regulation (1)

		regulations (1)

		relation (1)

		relatively (1)

		remain (1)

		remainder (1)

		remaining (1)

		remember (4)

		Remind (1)

		renewal (1)

		renewals (1)

		reopen (1)

		replacing (1)

		report (4)

		Representatives (5)

		request (32)

		requested (8)

		requesting (4)

		required (12)

		requirement (2)

		requires (2)

		respect (3)

		respond (4)

		response (1)

		responses (1)

		responsibility (1)

		responsiveness (1)

		rest (3)

		restate (1)

		restrictions (1)

		results (1)

		reverb (1)

		review (2)

		right (32)

		rigorous (3)

		road (1)

		Rock (6)

		Rogers (26)

		Rogers' (1)

		room (3)

		routinely (1)

		run (2)



		S

		safeguard (1)

		same (9)

		sample (3)

		samples (1)

		sat (1)

		satisfy (1)

		Saunders (47)

		savings (1)

		saw (1)

		saying (4)

		schedule (4)

		schedules (1)

		scholar (2)

		school (83)

		school's (1)

		schools (26)

		science (7)

		seat (1)

		second (18)

		seconded (1)

		section (4)

		seeing (3)

		seek (3)

		seeking (4)

		seems (2)

		send (2)

		sense (1)

		sent (3)

		serve (10)

		serves (1)

		services (2)

		serving (4)

		session (1)

		set (8)

		several (1)

		Shack (27)

		shall (3)

		share (6)

		Shay (1)

		sheet (1)

		sheets (1)

		short (2)

		showed (2)

		side (1)

		sign (6)

		signed (2)

		significant (1)

		silence (1)

		similar (1)

		simple (2)

		simply (4)

		situation (5)

		situations (1)

		six (4)

		size (30)

		sizes (2)

		skeleton (1)

		slide (1)

		slides (1)

		social (1)

		somebody (3)

		someone (2)

		Sometimes (1)

		sorry (12)

		Sound (1)

		space (9)

		spaces (1)

		speak (7)

		Speaking (5)

		speaks (2)

		special (5)

		specialized (1)

		specific (3)

		specifically (3)

		spectrum (1)

		split (1)

		spoke (1)

		square (4)

		STACK (1)

		staff (6)

		staffed (1)

		stand (3)

		standard (6)

		standards (7)

		standpoint (1)

		stands (1)

		start (8)

		started (1)

		state (13)

		stated (3)

		States (2)

		stating (1)

		status (5)

		statute (1)

		stay (1)

		Stevens (61)

		still (15)

		stipulate (1)

		stop (1)

		structure (2)

		structuring (1)

		struggle (1)

		student (25)

		students (102)

		studies (1)

		stuff (1)

		subject (2)

		subjects (2)

		submit (1)

		submitting (1)

		successful (7)

		suggestion (5)

		Sum (1)

		summarize (2)

		summary (2)

		summer (3)

		superintendent (1)

		superintendents (1)

		support (6)

		supported (1)

		supports (1)

		sure (24)

		surrounding (1)

		suspending (1)

		swear (3)

		sworn (1)

		system (2)

		Systems (1)



		T

		talk (2)

		talking (4)

		Tarver (42)

		taught (2)

		teach (22)

		teacher (18)

		teachers (32)

		teaching (22)

		team (2)

		Tech (2)

		technical (1)

		technically (1)

		TECHNOLOGY (10)

		terminology (1)

		terms (3)

		testimony (3)

		therefore (1)

		thinking (6)

		though (3)

		thought (2)

		thoughts (1)

		three (4)

		timeline (1)

		times (4)

		title (2)

		today (29)

		together (2)

		took (1)

		total (2)

		toward (2)

		track (1)

		traditional (4)

		trained (2)

		training (4)

		transcript (1)

		transfer (1)

		transfers (2)

		tremendously (1)

		true (2)

		truly (1)

		truth (9)

		try (2)

		trying (11)

		turn (5)

		two (17)

		Tyler (1)

		type (2)

		typically (1)



		U

		UNANIMOUS (6)

		unclear (1)

		under (6)

		understood (1)

		unique (2)

		Unit (2)

		United (1)

		unless (3)

		up (41)

		update (2)

		updating (1)

		upon (2)

		upper (2)

		use (2)

		used (1)

		using (6)

		usually (2)

		utilize (1)

		utilizing (1)



		V

		various (1)

		version (1)

		vetted (1)

		videos (1)

		view (1)

		Virtual (1)

		virtuous (1)

		vision (2)

		visit (1)

		visited (1)

		visualize (1)

		volume (1)

		vote (9)

		voted (32)

		votes (1)

		voting (1)



		W

		wait (3)

		waiting (1)

		waive (5)

		waiver (79)

		waivers (8)

		waiving (1)

		walk (1)

		watch (1)

		way (14)

		Weather (1)

		Wednesday (2)

		weeks (1)

		weigh (1)

		weighted (4)

		welcome (1)

		weren't (1)

		West (3)

		what's (6)

		whenever (1)

		wherever (1)

		whichever (1)

		who's (3)

		whole (3)

		wide-open (1)

		Wilde (2)

		willing (1)

		wisdom (1)

		wish (1)

		withdraw (5)

		withdrawing (2)

		withdrawn (2)

		within (7)

		without (4)

		WITNESSES (3)

		worded (2)

		words (3)

		work (18)

		worked (1)

		working (4)

		workload (4)

		works (3)

		worried (1)

		worth (1)

		write (1)

		written (3)

		wrong (1)



		Y

		y'all (7)

		year (11)

		year's (1)

		year-to-year (1)

		years (5)

		yesterday (7)



		Z

		zero (1)

		zoom (1)








In The Matter Of:
BEFORE THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHARTER AUTHORIZING PANEL

October 15, 2015

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
4021 Robinwood Cr.
Bryant, AR 72022
(501) 847-0510

Original File CAP - 10-15-15.prn






BEFORE THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHARTER AUTHORIZING PANEL

October 15, 2015

Page 1

BEFORE THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMVENT OF EDUCATI ON

Page 3

CHARTER AUTHOR! ZI NG PANEL 1 PROCEEDINGS
44 CAPI TOL MALL 2 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ladies and Gentlemen, the
LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201 3 October 15, 2015 meeting of the Charter Authorizing
4 Panel iscalled to order. 1'd like to welcome
Cctober 15, 2015 5 everyone to the Arkansas Department of Education.
6 Please silence all of your electronic devices. Aswe
APPEARANCES 7 begin our work today, | will ask that if you're
PANEL MEMBERS: 8 coming to the microphone to be sure to speak clearly
Ms. Deborah Coffman  Chairman/ Chief of Staff 9 so that we, the Panel, may hear you and also because
Dr. Debbie Jones Vice E'éaa{rrr{i’?]s;tsefe{rg‘e?' oner of 110 the meeting is being recorded and live-streamed, and
Ms. vy Pfeffer Asst. Conmi ssioner - HR/ Educator |11 so that our audience may hear you aswell. Please
Ef fecti veness & Licensure .
Dr. Eric Saunders Asst. Commi ssioner - Fiscal & |12 state your name and your title when you cometo the
Ve Amette Barmes  Asst. aministrative Services g5 microphone, for the record. | would appreciate that
A tabilit ; i ;
M. Geg Rogers AsstAZCC?ourrr:‘riZssli 0!ne¥  Fiscal & |14 very much. All right. Ms. Clay, J)f you will come
M. Bobby Lester Di rec{nop' of elr:\éldg?esll Progr ans 15 and eXplam the process for _tOday'
Ms. Jennifer Liwo PLSB Attorney 16 MS. CLAY: Good morning. Kendra Clay, General
Dr. Mark Gotcher Deputy Conmi ssi oner 17 Counsel for the Department of Education. The hearing
ALSO APPEARI NG 18 procedures today are goi ng to be the same as
4 4 ‘ 19 yesterday. All persons, with the exception of
Ms. Mary Perry Coordi nator - Learning Services . .
Ms. Al exandra Boyd Public School Program Coordinator |20 attorneys, will need to be sworn in. The charter
21 school seeking amendment will then have 20 minutes to
ADE LEGAL COUNSEL: 22 explain the amendment they're seeking. Any parties
Ms. Kendra O ADE Ge | Co [ i i
Wb Kendra d ay ADE Degg{;l ooounsel el 23 opposed will hav_e 20 mlnute;e after that, and then the
Ms. Jennifer Davis ADE Deputy General Counsel 24 charter school will have 5 minutes for rebuttal and
M. Cory Biggs ADE Deputy General Counsel 25 closing. Youlll follow that with discussion and
Page 2 Page 4
I'NDEX . 1 questions. And you may take a vote today or take the
age . .
¢ 2 matter under advisement and vote at alater meeting
Prelimnary Matters . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 33 and ask the charter school to come back with
A-1: Scott Charter School - Pulled from Agenda 4 edditional information or ge_t technical assistance
5 from the Department. Just like yesterday, you have a
A-2: Northwest Arkansas O assical Acadeny . . . . . . 5|6 Google doc where you will type in your vote and the
3 Quest Mddle School of VER . . o . o o o . . . . b | 7 reason for your vote. Were d0|_n_g thisto make the
8 State Board review of your decision -- to give them
A-4: Bauxite Mner Acadeny . . . . . . . .. .. .. 33| 9 more information on whether they would like to review
A-5:  Rogers New Technology High School . . . . . . . 52 10 your.deC|S|on OI'. not. On the pmeStOday' there are
11 multiple spaces in the event you need to take
M scel l aneous Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 72 12 mu|t| plevot& on apar“cular arnendment request
Court Reporter's Gertificate . . . . . . . . . . . .. s |13 Some of the charter schools ha\{e asked for a couple
14 of different amendments. And if you want, you can
15 take them as one vote together, but if you wanted to
16 split them up the sheet reflects that. And if we
17 need to go through that again when the time comes,
18 I'll be happy to help. Does anybody have any
19 questions?
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And, Ms. Clay, asthe
21 directions you gave us yesterday, istoday a
22 negotiation of those amendments?
EXHIBI TS 23 MS. CLAY: Yes. Just like yesterday, anything
No Exhi bi ts. 24 j[hat. the charter schooll says or agrees to today.that
25 is different than what isin their written materials
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1 they will be held to and it will become part of the 1 seeking awaiver to -- so that required -- that AP
2 amendment to their charter contract. So, yes, itis 2 courses would be part of the required 38 courses
3 basically a contract negotiation, just like the 3 under ADE regulations. We would like to be able to,
4 application hearings yesterday. 4 for some courses, exchange the AP course for the non-
5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you, Ms. Clay. | 5 AP course. Sowedo have a-- thereisabrief
6 A-2: REQUEST FOR OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL | 6 PowerPoint --
7 AMENDMENT: NORTHWEST ARKANSAS CLASSICAL ACADEMY | 7 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay.
8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. Actionitem1 | 8 MR. STEVENS: -- if y'all would like to see
9 has been pulled from the agenda, so let's begin with 9 that.
10 Action Item 2, Request for Open-Enrollment Public |10 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Yes.
11 Charter School Amendment: Northwest Arkansas 11 MR. STEVENS: If you can advance the dide, go
12 Classical Academy. Ms. Boyd, you arerecognized. |12 ahead. Oh, | haveit here. Okay. I've never done
13 MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State |13 this before, asyou can tell. | don't know if this
14 Board of Education approved the application for the |14 ison. Oh, it'soff. Okay. All right. Sothe
15 Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy on November 1, |15 mission of Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy, they
16 2012. The charter is approved to serve studentsin 16 are committed to providing our future leaders with a
17 grades K-12 with a maximum enrollment of 685. 17 college preparatory education focused on liberal
18 Representatives of Northwest Arkansas Classical 18 arts. We will promote a rigorous academic program,
19 Academy are appearing before the Charter Authorizing (19 fostering intelligent curiosity, critical thinking,
20 Panel to request an amendment to their current 20 virtuous character building, and alifelong passion
21 charter. Speaking on behalf of the Classical Academy |21 for learning. Charter schools are a school of choice
22 we have Christopher Stevens and we also have someone |22 and we'll do all things possible to serve the
23 on the phone to answer questions, if you need. 23 educational needs of our student body and the
24 MR. BRADBERRY: Mr. Shack, Chris. 24 community. We want to provide the following to our
25 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Chris Shay? 25 students: the opportunity to earn ayear's worth of
Page 6 Page 8
1 MR. BRADBERRY': Shack. 1 college credit prior to graduation from high schoal,
2 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Representatives from | 2 and also we want to provide our high school students
3 Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy, please stand, | 3 identified as high-achieving with opportunities for a
4 and anyone on the phone that plans to speak, if 4 more rigorous curriculum. As charter schools, we are
5 you'll raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm 5 not staffed as -- we need fewer staff; I'll put it
6 that the testimony you're about to give shall be the 6 that way. And soitisat timesdifficult to offer,
7 truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 7 say, an AP course and the regular course given the
8 (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) | 8 number of teachers we have in our schools, and it
9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you. 9 would -- so it would help in that regard. We'd also
10 MR. BRADBERRY:: If you'relistening online, if |10 be able to get our -- offer our students the
11 you could turn your computer down; we're getting 11 opportunity to earn college credit and so also serve
12 feedback. Y ou can still watch but just make sure 12 our community. There's quite a significant savings
13 that you turn the volume down. Thank you. 13 for students who earn college credit in high schoal,
14 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Stevens, you're |14 and we'd like to make that opportunity available for
15 recognized. 15 our students.
16 MR. STEVENS: So we are seeking permissionto-- |16 So thisis a sample of what we might do. We
17 excuse me; let me open my notes here. I'm sorry. 17 would like to be able to, say, for example, with AP
18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Youmay want to start with |18 U.S. Government and Politics to be able to offer that
19 your name and title for the record. 19 instead of the regular U.S. Government and Palitics.
20 MR. STEVENS: Christopher Stevens. I'm Campus |20 So our students would take that course and then not
21 Director at Quest Middle School of West Little Rock, |21 offer the non-AP version of that course. So, but
22 and I'm speaking on behalf of Northwest Arkansas 22 thisis a sample of what we would do.
23 Classical Academy. 23 So that's everything on that.
24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. Thank you. |24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Does that conclude your
25 MR. STEVENS: Sure. Sowewould likea-- were |25 presentation?
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1 MR. STEVENS: Yes, it does. 1 would do that.
2 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Isthere anyone hereto | 2 DR. JONES: Okay. Thank you.
3 speak in opposition? Any additional words fromyou, | 3 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Pfeffer.
4 Mr. Stevens, or from anyone on the phone? 4 MS. PFEFFER: How many AP courses do you
5 MR. STEVENS: Not from me. 5 currently offer at Northwest Arkansas Classical
6 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: From the phone? 6 Academy?
7 MR. STACK: No, not from me either. 7 MR. STEVENS: I'm going to refer to Mr. Shack
8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. Thank you. Then, | 8 for that question.
9 well start with questions from the Panel. And, Dr. 9 MS. PFEFFER: Okay.
10 Jones, I'll start with you. 10 MR. BRADBERRY: Mr. Shack, did you hear the
11 DR. JONES: Good morning, Mr. Stevens. 11 question?
12 MR. STEVENS: Good morning. 12 MR. SHACK: Yes. Currently, there are no AP
13 DR. JONES: The College Board has a philosophy |13 courses being taught at Northwest Arkansas Classical
14 of open-enrollment in all of their AP courses. Tell 14 Academy.
15 me about the limitations on kids that come into your |15 MR. BRADBERRY:: You're going to haveto turn
16 program. My concern isthat you will have no regular |16 your computer down because we're hearing areverb of
17 classes; you'll have only advanced placement work, |17 what we're saying. So if you could mute your
18 which does fit with your mission, your mission of 18 computer as you talk, | would appreciate that. Thank
19 your charter. But you also, in having that, must be 19 you.
20 willing to open the doors to those that may not be 20 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. So am | understanding that
21 prepared for AP work. Tell me about your plansfor |21 currently you have not been teaching AP courses at
22 that? 22 al?
23 MR. STEVENS: So we provide alot of support for |23 MR. SHACK: Isthat better?
24 our students and we're going to offer -- we would 24 MR. BRADBERRY:: Yes, sir. The question is: so
25 offer what our students needed. So there may be 25 currently, you do not teach any AP courses at
Page 10 Page 12
1 situations at the higher level wherewemay doan AP | 1 Northwest Classical Academy?
2 Physicsinstead of aregular Physics. But this would 2 MR. SHACK: We have not. We will offer our
3 be something that at those higher level courseswhere | 3 first AP course. We don't.
4 students would -- where there's some optional courses | 4 MR. BRADBERRY: Thank you.
5 that we would do just the AP. 5 MR. STEVENS: The highest grade currently is
6 DR. JONES: Okay. Let me be more specific. A 6 10th grade at Northwest Arkansas.
7 student comes in with atranscript of C's, not 7 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. So inyour current charter
8 exceptional work in the past. Can he enroll in your 8 agreement, what is the plan for the addition of AP
9 program? 9 courses in your current charter?
10 MR. STEVENS: Inthe AP course? 10 MR. SHACK: Right now, in the current charter we
11 DR. JONES: Uh-huh. Wéll, isn't that al you're 11 areto stay with the 438. | mean, we're adding those
12 going to have for some courses? 12 courses with the plan to go forward.
13 MR. STEVENS: For some. So there's some courses |13 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. So thiscurrent school year
14 where we wouldn't do that, say, for English. | mean, |14 you are not required to add any then for this 15-16
15 there are aways going to be students who need a 15 school year; it will be 16-17 before you're required
16 regular English course. 16 to add any AP courses. Isthat what I'm
17 DR. JONES: Okay. 17 understanding?
18 MR. STEVENS: And so that is-- you know -- that |18 MR. SHACK: Correct.
19 is something that we would continue to offer. 19 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. And what courses do you
20 DR. JONES: Okay. So what would you do with |20 plan to offer in 16-17?
21 this student with a"C" background? 21 MR. SHACK: We have been working on alist. |
22 MR. STEVENS: Well, we would offer the courses |22 would have to get that list for you.
23 that student needs. And if there are -- if they need 23 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. And Mr. Stevens commented a
24 the regular course, that's a course we would offer. 24 minute ago that there will always be some courses
25 And if we can support them and have them in AP, we |25 where you would need to offer both the regular course
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1 and an option for AP. How would that determination | 1 from Bentonville School District.
2 be made as to which courses you would have to aways | 2 MS. BARNES: Okay. So, and | did ask primarily.
3 offer the regular option? 3 So if the mgjority comes from Bentonville -- I'm
4 MR. SHACK: We would always offer theregular | 4 looking at the fact that should this amendment be
5 optionsfor all core subjects. Evenif wedo an AP 5 granted and you get this waiver then any other
6 course, like AP U.S. History, we would always offer 6 district that you're drawing students from we have to
7 United States History because it's a core history 7 consider those things aswell. But along with the
8 subject. So it would be mostly based on what the 8 question that | was asking about, the standard
9 students sign up for. But all core subjects asfar 9 schedule and what you would be teaching as opposed to
10 as science, math, English, social studies, would 10 -- since you can aready, if you have no students
11 always be offered. 11 signed up in the regular course, teach an AP course,
12 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. And | may not be 12 with permission and make that request, I'm hesitant
13 understanding, but if that's the case would this 13 until 1 can hear afew more things about what you're
14 waiver be necessary? 14 doing. Because | support the mission of the school
15 MR. SHACK: It would, because we would runinto | 15 but | also have to look at what comes after. And if
16 alot of timeswhere kids will sign up for, say, an 16 you're not going to be teaching Algebrall, I'm till
17 AP European history course and we might not have |17 waiting to see what those courses -- what that sample
18 students sign up for another history courseasacore |18 --
19 subject. 19 MR. STEVENS: The course opposed to that on that
20 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. 1'm going to stop on my 20 pageis AP Calculus AB.
21 questions because | think maybe Ms. Barnes can help |21 MS. BARNES: That'swhat | thought. So what
22 us out from here. I'm sorry, Madam Chair. 22 happens with Cal culus and how are you prepared to
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes. 23 teach the required six math'sif you're going to
24 MS. BARNES: Thank you. Good morning. 24 start out opening up into AP courses? I'm just
25 MR. STEVENS: Good morning. 25 asking these questions to determine what the plan is,
Page 14 Page 16
1 MS. BARNES: Annette Barnes. Andthankyouso | 1 if youwould still -- if you would go ahead and teach
2 much for your presentation. | believe | waslooking 2 those in the required 38; how many courses are we
3 at the presentation, at some samples of what courses 3 looking at of the required 38 that you would intend
4 would look like. 1t looked to me that you had 4 to teach asan AP course. Because, technically, by
5 Algebrall, which would've been the standard course | 5 granting this amendment you could pretty much just
6 under the 38. But as opposed to teaching Algebrall 6 decide, "Well, we're going to teach AP; wherever
7 you would probably teach AP Cal -- | can't remember. | 7 there are AP courses we're going to teach those. We
8 So | didn't get achanceto -- 8 will not teach the regular courses." And so because
9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes, woulditbe | 9 of that, if you have students who are able to become
10 helpful if we put that back up? 10 apart of the student population, you are not in a
11 MS. BARNES: It would be helpful if | -- 11 position to provide them with the courses that they
12 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Kevin, could you put the |12 may have been in prior to coming to your school. And
13 PowerPoint back up, please? 13 since you are an accredited school you would need to
14 MS. BARNES: And part of the line of my 14 -- students -- you would need to honor some of that
15 guestions -- and let me just say this-- wheredoyou |15 transfer policy.
16 currently draw the primary bulk of the student 16 MR. STEVENS: Uh-huh.
17 population from? Which districts? 17 MS. BARNES: And so, | mean, I'm alittle
18 MR. STEVENS: Little Rock. Little Rock School |18 confused as to how you would meet the needs of
19 District. 19 students that may want to come into the school. I'm
20 MS. BARNES: And Northwest -- 20 also concerned about granting an amendment that would
21 MR. STEVENS: Oh, I'm sorry. I'm sorry. 21 alow for more than one AP course to count as your
22 MS. BARNES: Thisis not Quest. 22 required 38. Would you open it up to any courses? |
23 MR. STEVENS: Sorry about that. So that's -- 23 did understand that you will teach the core, the
24 I'll defer to Curtis on that. 24 English I, English I1, English II1, English IV, but |
25 MR. SHACK: The magjority of our students come |25 also noted that the standard English 12 on the
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1 schedule showed the composition, | believe. So 1 training" as College Board training. And soisit
2 need alittle more information. Because when we 2 your plan to have all of your AP teachers trained
3 grant awaiver like this with respect to core 3 within their College Board training?
4 curriculum classes, we have to look at additional 4 MR. STEVENS: Yes.
5 pieces and how many others would then have the 5 DR. JONES: And isthat true for both schools?
6 opportunity not to teach the required courses and 6 MR. STEVENS: Yes.
7 what that does for equitable access for al students 7 DR. JONES: Okay. Thank you.
8 across districts as they enroll in another school 8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher.
9 district. 9 MR. SHACK: Yes, that isthe current plan to
10 MR. STEVENS: So I'll let Mr. Shack respondas |10 have all of them trained. Yes.
11 well, but where this would be helpful isif we had 11 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you, Mr. Shack.
12 computer science, for example, and if wewanted -- if |12 DR. GOTCHER: Thank you, Madam Chair. Mr.
13 we could offer just the AP computer scienceand not |13 Stevens, I'm looking at the rationale for your
14 regular computer science. And that would be an area |14 amended request. | want to commend you for wanting
15 where this would be helpful. 15 to offer amore rigorous curriculum. But it also
16 MS. BARNES: Okay. And | understand it could be |16 says "without adding extra teaching loads to our
17 helpful all the way across the board in keeping with |17 certified staff." So I'm not sure -- to Dr. Jones
18 your mission. 18 example, if we see a student coming in that may excel
19 MR. STEVENS: Right. 19 in the liberal arts but may struggle in some of the
20 MS. BARNES: | think what's giving me pauseis |20 core academic courses, I'm not sure how | can
21 it could be al of your courses or as many coursesas |21 visualize, having done master schedules before, how
22 thereisan AP course. 22 it wouldn't increase your teaching load if you do
23 MR. STEVENS: So it'sworded too -- it'stoo 23 have to offer aregular class and, to Mrs. Barnes --
24 general or expansive. 24 or Ms. Barnes comment, receiving transfers. You're
25 MS. BARNES: | think it's too expansive. 25 going to have to receive transfers of students that
Page 18 Page 20
1 MR. STEVENS: Yeah. 1 may not have been in any kind of an AP course. So
2 MS. BARNES: Far too expansive for meright now. | 2 can you or Mr. Shack address how you can not avoid
3 Right now. There may be some more detail that comes | 3 increasing staff if you want to be able to offer this
4 out in the questions. 4 to al kidsin this situation?
5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Jones. 5 MR. STEVENS: Sure. And | think that we were
6 DR. JONES: On the computer science, you 6 thinking more of, say, the physics or the calculus
7 currently can offer the AP computer science. There's | 7 where we'd offer the AP and not the regular. But Mr.
8 a Commissioner's Memo that has four that are 8 Shack may have more to say on that.
9 acceptable to meet the law and AP computer scienceis | 9 DR. GOTCHER: Well wait for his response.
10 one of those. 10 MR. SHACK: What we would do, it would depend on
11 MR. STEVENS: Okay. 11 when the student comesin. If they comein the
12 DR. JONES: | have an additional question. In 12 current year or the beginning of the school year, it
13 looking at this today, whether this goes today or 13 makes it easier for the master schedule to be
14 not, my question would be: as you take on AP courses |14 created. But if that student comesin mid-year, it's
15 and you offer weighted credit, isit your intention 15 very difficult to change our master schedule for that
16 to offer weighted credit for those AP courses for 16 student. So from that point we could put the student
17 your students? 17 in the AP course but differentiate hisinstruction.
18 MR. STEVENS: Mr. Shack, if you could respondto |18 So we would accommodate that student inside of the
19 that. 19 classroom.
20 MR. SHACK: Yes. The planisthat wewill offer |20 DR. GOTCHER: Thank you, Mr. Shack. | guess
21 weighted credit for those courses. 21 that'sit. Yeah. Thank you.
22 DR. JONES: Okay. And within the law for youto |22 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Preffer, do you have a
23 offer weighted credit, your students are required to 23 follow-up question?
24 complete the course and your teachers are required to |24 MS. PFEFFER: | do. And something that Ms.
25 have the proper training. We define "proper 25 Barnes said made me think of this. Isn't there
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1 aready a mechanism -- and it may be one of our panel | 1 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo?
2 can answer this -- | believe we already have a 2 MS. LIWO: No.
3 mechanism for what they're asking. Because 3 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any -- Dr. Jones.
4 essentially it seems what they're asking is -- 4 DR. JONES: Have you been teaching AP courses?
5 they're going to continue to offer regular coursesin 5 MR. STEVENS: No. At Northwest Arkansas, the
6 those core areas unless they do not have students 6 highest grade there is 10th grade.
7 sign up. So we already have a mechanism if no 7 DR. JONES: Okay.
8 students sign up for the course where you would not 8 MR. STEVENS: Yeah.
9 have to offer that course? 9 DR. JONES: And so do they havein place a
10 MS. BARNES: Yes, in the standards. 10 waiver? Because other schools must teach the four
11 MR. STEVENS: Yeah. | believe we haveto 11 core AP courses. The charter, | mean, they haveto
12 communicate with the ADE and seek permissiontodo |12 teach four core AP courses. Do you have awaiver not
13 that under current -- 13 to teach AP courses?
14 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. Sodoyou feel that that is |14 MR. STEVENS: I'll defer to Mr. Shack.
15 too much of abarrier? Isthat why you would go 15 MR. SHACK: Asof right now, we don't have a
16 ahead and ask for this blanket waiver? | guess|'m 16 waiver not to teach AP courses but we have the waiver
17 just trying to understand -- there's already a 17 to phase in the 38 courses. So we're adding our
18 mechanism for you to do that -- if the waiver would |18 course load as we add grades.
19 really be necessary. 19 DR. JONES: | understand. Okay. Soitisthe
20 MR. STEVENS: So | think it would give us some |20 expectation you as you phase in that you have those
21 -- interms of timeline and flexibility, especially 21 AP courses, which in place of awaiver that's what
22 aswe see alot of change from year to year, just as 22 you haveto do. Thank you.
23 a charter and adding grades, that we could do it as 23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any additional questions?
24 needed apart from that, the current mandates. 24 Dr. Saunders.
25 MS. PFEFFER: May | ask like what is our process |25 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Inlooking at thisidea of
Page 22 Page 24
1 if we're a school or district that's going to ask for 1 essentially -- with it being so broad, asit's worded
2 that waiver? Isit afairly simple process? 2 -- possibly replacing core classes with AP classes, |
3 MS. BARNES: Yeah. Excuseme. Yes, it'sa 3 do commend your performance and everything. | think
4 fairly simple process. Basically though, we have to 4 you have great numbers there. Inlooking at your
5 insure that you have not encouraged students not to 5 student population, | do have some concerns. Y our
6 sign up for the regular required course. Once you 6 special ed. population is around 2.3% as opposed to
7 have registration, if you have no students who have 7 the Bentonville district, which I'm just comparing,
8 signed up for that course and you'd like to teach an 8 as you stated, where the children come from is 10%.
9 AP course in its place, you request permission to do 9 Y our LEP percent is zero and free-and-reduced lunch
10 that to the Board and it's granted. It may be a 10 is20. And so | would be concerned, and | would want
11 little extrawork for the district to have to, you 11 to make sure that all the courses for anyone that
12 know, create the paperwork, communicate withour |12 would want to be able to attend would be available,
13 Standards Unit, and then us make the recommendation |13 and it would not just be for those for who the system
14 to the Board that they be allowed to count the AP 14 is designed for, and would like the opportunity for
15 course as opposed to the regular course, so that it 15 more students to be able to take advantage of some of
16 does not impact their accreditation status. But | 16 the great things that you're offering. Can you
17 don't see it so cumbersome that it's not something -- |17 address any of the student population concerns that |
18 especialy in light of the fact that the conversation 18 have?
19 here today is more in line with where the need, not 19 MR. STEVENS: I'll let Mr. Shack answer that.
20 just as a general waiver to teach all courses that 20 MR. SHACK: With it being a school of choice, we
21 they may desire to teach as an AP course. 21 currently allow all students who want to enroll into
22 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Lester, any questions? | 22 the charter school to actually enroll. We don't put
23 MR. LESTER: No. 23 any restrictions on students that want to comeiin,
24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Rogers? 24 and as students come in we accommodate them based on
25 MR. ROGERS: No. 25 every need that they may need. Soit'skind of hard
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1 for usto -- kind of hard for usto predict what 1 mechanism bringsit to an option of not offering if

2 population is going to come into our school. 2 students do not choose it. I'm just worried that a

3 DR. SAUNDERS: | can understand that. And | 3 blanket waiver would take away that choice for

4 guess my question would be: by eliminating someof | 4 students.

5 the core classes would that not then be a barrier for 5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Rogers.

6 some students who may want to enroll? 6 MR. ROGERS: | voted for the motion, along the

7 MR. SHACK: | don't think it's a barrier because 7 same lines as everyone €l se, because the opportunity

8 we're not going to not give a student a course that 8 aready exists through ADE to offer those classes.

9 hereally needs. Wewill always serve our students 9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes.

10 and give them the instruction that they need to be 10 MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the motion to

11 successful. 11 deny. Likeeveryone else, amechanismisalready in

12 DR. SAUNDERS: Thank you. 12 place to accomplish the goals presented, your request

13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any additional questions? | 13 istoo expansive, and could preclude students

14 Ms. Clay, are there any remaining issues? 14 equitable access to needed courses when enrolling in

15 MS. CLAY: No. 15 the school.

16 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: At thistime  will accept |16 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher.

17 amotion from the Panel. 17 DR. GOTCHER: | voted for the motion to deny the

18 MS. PFEFFER: | make a motion to deny the 18 waiver. I'm still concerned about how -- | feel it's

19 request for the amendment. 19 still unclear how increasing staff could be avoided

20 DR. JONES: I'll second that. 20 while providing what is necessary for current or

21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Wehaveamotionby Ms. |21 incoming students. And furthermore, to coin the

22 Pfeffer and a second by Dr. Jones to deny the request |22 phrase of Ms. Barnes, | also feel it appears too

23 for amendment for Northwest Arkansas Classical 23 expansive in this present form.

24 Academy. All thosein favor? 24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Saunders.

25 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 25 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. | voted in favor of denying
Page 26 Page 28

1 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any opposed? Motion | 1 the amendment for two issues; one, with another

2 carried. Well take amoment for you to write your 2 system already being in place; and number two, | feel

3 reasons and then we'll go around and report thosefor | 3 that it could limit the ability for some students to

4 the record. 4 take advantage of the opportunities.

5 Dr. Gotcher. 5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you.

6 DR. GOTCHER: Almost. | have alittle moreto 6 Mr. Stevens, | think you've heard the Panel

7 complete. 7 today --

8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Jones, I'll start with | 8 MR. STEVENS: | did.

9 you. 9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: -- and you understand our
10 DR. JONES: | voted in favor of the motion to 10 concerns. We are very concerned about any limitation
11 deny the amendment because there's already a 11 that might cause students not to enroll and to take
12 mechanism in place to accomplish what you want to do. (12 the opportunities available to them, as well asthe
13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Lester. 13 clarity that we feel is needed to actually meet the
14 MR. LESTER: | voted for the denial becausethe |14 mission that you've set forth. So we appreciate your
15 process is currently in place to changeto AP courses |15 -- any understanding --

16 if no student registers. 16 MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

17 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo. 17 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: -- that you've gained from
18 MS. LIWO: | voted in favor of denying the 18 this meeting.

19 walver request because thereisamechanismin place |19 MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

20 to do what you want. 20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Good luck to you. Thank
21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Pfeffer. 21 you.

22 MS. PFEFFER: | made the motion based onthat |22 MR. STEVENS: Thank you.

23 reason and also out of concern for students in that 23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Do y'al need abreak or
24 they -- there needs to be that assurance that the 24 are weready to go on? Okay. All right. Thank you,
25 courses would be offered and thiswould -- this 25 Sir.

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510

(7) Pages 25 - 28





BEFORE THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHARTER AUTHORIZING PANEL

October 15, 2015

Page 29 Page 31

1 A-3: REQUEST FOR OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL | 1 your case for the name-change.

2 AMENDMENT: QUEST MIDDLE SCHOOL OF WEST LITTLEROCK | 2 MR. STEVENS: Quest Middle School of West Little

3 MR. STEVENS: I'm here again. I'm the next -- 3 Rock would like to request the name-change to the

4 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: You'rethenext guy. | 4 campus so that the name fits the entire student body,

5 MR. STEVENS: And if it pleases the Panel, the 5 instead of the middle school grades, as we continue

6 next waiver is for the same thing but for Quest- 6 to add upper level grades per our charter agreement

7 Little Rock. So I'm content with the answer that you | 7 with the Arkansas Department of Education. The

8 gave for Northwest Arkansas, and | don't know what | 8 reguested name is Quest Academy.

9 procedures you must follow. 9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. Ms. Barnes.
10 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Clay? 10 MS. BARNES: | just wanted to be sure that you
11 MS. CLAY: They can either withdraw their 11 do understand that should this be granted today, as
12 request for awaiver or you all can go ahead and vote |12 Ms. Boyd said, because of all the various
13 on therequest. It's up to the charter schooal. 13 recordkeeping and all of the pieces that go along
14 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Stevens? 14 with that, it would not take effect until the
15 MR. STEVENS: | don't necessarily see apurpose |15 following school year?

16 in going through all of it again. And so if you 16 MR. STEVENS: Yes, maam. | understand that.
17 would like to vote now or I'll withdraw it -- | guess 17 MS. BARNES: Okay.
18 -- 18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any other questions from
19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: It'syour decision, sir. |19 the Panel?
20 MR. STEVENS: I'll withdraw. 20 DR. JONES: I'll make a motion that we approve
21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. 21 the name-change to Quest Academy.
22 MR. STEVENS: So, yes. 22 MS. BARNES: Second.
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. Thank you. |23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes, did you
24 Action Item 3 iswithdrawn. 1'm sorry? 24 second?
25 MR. STEVENS: My apologies. Thereisasecond |25 MS. BARNES: Yes.

Page 30 Page 32

1 -- | didn't realize they were considered as one. We 1 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: The motion has been made

2 would like to change our name and that isthe second | 2 by Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Barnes to approve

3 part of this one. 3 the name-change. Any discussion? All thosein

4 MS. BOYD: Madam Chair -- 4 favor?

5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Yes. 5 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

6 MS. BOYD: -- I'd just like to offer some 6 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any opposed? The motion

7 direction on the name-change. 7 passed.

8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you. 8 MR. STEVENS: Thank you very much.

9 MS. BOYD: Someinformation. | spoke with 9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: If you'll giveusjust a
10 Carmen Jordan and if you guys do approve the name- |10 second, we'll put that into the record.

11 change, it won't take effect until the change of the 11 Dr. Jones.

12 school year, which will be July 1. 12 DR. JONES: | voted in favor of the motion

13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. And which action |13 because changing the name from Quest Academy Middle
14 item are we on, Ms. Boyd? 14 to Quest is appropriate due to the grade expansion.
15 MS. BOYD: A-3 has two parts. 15 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Lester.

16 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. 16 MR. LESTER: | voted for the motion to change
17 MS. BOYD: Their amendment request has two parts |17 the name. The name-change will fit the entire

18 toit. So one was the name change and the other was |18 student body.

19 the AP courses. 19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo.

20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: okay. SoonActionltem3 |20 MS. LIWO: | voted in favor of the motion

21 you're withdrawing your request for the amendment |21 because the name-change reflects the entire student
22 regarding the waiver, but you would till like usto 22 body.

23 consider the name-change? 23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Pfeffer.

24 MR. STEVENS: Very much so. 24 MS. PFEFFER: | voted in favor of the motion for
25 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. All right. Make |25 al the reasons listed.
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1 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Rogers. 1 our class size and the teaching limit for al grades
2 MR. ROGERS: | voted for the motion and concur | 2 that we offer classes to, from section 10.02, for the
3 with what everybody else has already said. 3 Standards of Accreditation -- I'm sorry, | muttered
4 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Saunders. 4 that -- Standards of Accreditation. Y ou guys know
5 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. | voted for, because | 5 that; you don't need me to say it. A few reasonsit
6 didn't have any concerns and | support the ability 6 would help, this would help our students to be more
7 for you to make decisions when you can. 7 successful. With thiswaiver we -- some of us
8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher. 8 already have -- we have an extended school day waiver
9 DR. GOTCHER: | voted for the motionto change | 9 where we can offer classes before or after schoal.
10 the name because | felt acceptable reasons for the 10 Y ou know, that puts an extra class on ateacher that
11 change were presented. 11 might be already teaching multiple classes. We don't
12 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And Ms. Barnes. |12 have to do this very often and we've been able to
13 MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the motion 13 accommodate it in the past. Y ou know, it usually
14 because it is an appropriate change. 14 applies to some of our AE students, you know, who are
15 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Good luck toyou. |15 trying to catch up, kids that are trying to graduate
16 MR. STEVENS: Thank you. 16 on time, things like that, they need to take more
17 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Andwe celebrate your new | 17 classes. But thiswould help us have alittle more
18 name. 18 leeway than we've had in the past. Also, we share
19 MR. STEVENS: Thank you very much. 19 teachers with our high school because of where our
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you. 20 campus islocated, which is very beneficial. It
21 A-4: REQUEST FOR DISTRICT CONVERSION PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL |21 gives us some flexibility, you know, but in the case
22 AMENDMENT: BAUXITE MINER ACADEMY 22 of -- you know -- in the future, say, next year, if
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. That bringsus |23 some teacher leaves, some teacher comesin, certain
24 to Action Item 4. Ms. Boyd. 24 certifications happen, this allows us to maybe have a
25 MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State |25 teacher from the high school who's there more of the
Page 34 Page 36
1 Board of Education approved the application for the 1 day than they are at Miner Academy; they could come
2 Bauxite School District to operate Bauxite Miner 2 in and help with those, you know, before or after
3 Academy, on March 11, 2013. The charter isapproved | 3 school waivers or maybe during the school day if we
4 to serve grades 7-12 with a maximum enrollment of 4 have to accommodate certain kids. It just fluctuates
5 200. Representatives of the Bauxite School District 5 quite a bit year-to-year with what students we get
6 are appearing before the Charter Authorizing Panel to | 6 and what they need. With asking teachersto teach
7 request an amendment to their current charter. Here 7 more students, you know, we don't want it to take
8 from Bauxite we have Tyler Tarver, who isthe 8 away from the education or the instruction process.
9 Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Federa 9 But whileit's not less of aworkload, it'sa
10 Programs at Bauxite. 10 different workload for teachers, because our teachers
11 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All those speaking for |11 do alot of preparation in the summer and they
12 Bauxite Miner Academy please stand and raiseyour |12 deliver alot of the curriculum through an online
13 right hand, and anyone speaking in opposition. Do 13 portal and through that, blended learning. And then
14 you swear or affirm that the testimony you are about |14 alot of the -- the way the instruction is delivered
15 to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and 15 and the way the teachers are able to help the
16 nothing but the truth? 16 studentsit's a different workload. So some teachers
17 (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) |17 that we've been able to, you know, kind of figure out
18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Tarver, you are |18 "this works with this teacher, this teacher works
19 recognized. 19 better at Miner Academy," they're able to kind of
20 MR. TARVER: Thank you. | thank you guysfor |20 work better and help more students than maybe a
21 allowing me to come speak today. So far, thingsare |21 normal teacher would or some teachersin that
22 going very well at Miner Academy at Bauxite. Wejust |22 situation. Also, agood portion of our students are
23 noticed an areathat might limit usin the future if 23 credit recovery students, so alot of the students
24 we continue to grow like we've been doing every year |24 have already sat through the class. Y ou know, they
25 since we started. We're requesting awaiver to waive |25 may have missed too many days or for one reason or
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1 another they didn't get the credit for the course. 1 MS. BARNES: An AE?
2 And so alot of them don't need quite as much teacher | 2 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam.
3 guidance or instruction or help because they knew the | 3 MS. BARNES: Okay. Thank you.
4 material; they just for one reason or another didn't 4 MR. TARVER: Thank you.
5 passthe class. So it requires less on the teacher 5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Saunders.
6 with regards to that percentage of students that we 6 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Following up on what Ms.
7 have for credit recovery. And also we are not -- 7 Barnes was saying with the Act 993, and it was
8 we're not over-sized in any of these capacities. We 8 specifically that there would be compensation for
9 also have two paraprofessionals that allow, you know, | 9 those teachersin excess of 150 aswell as
10 usto help and monitor and assist, but we, you know, |10 instructions on how to do that. And so any kind of
11 we don't attach students to them because of their 11 waiver | would presume to be awaiver from this new
12 position and their certifications. And so our goal 12 law, so -- on the 150 aspect, not on a particular
13 isfor thisnot to be an issue. Y ou know, aswe 13 classsize.
14 continue to grow we can start bringing in more 14 MR. TARVER: Okay.
15 teachers and have the teachers there for more periods |15 DR. SAUNDERS: And so do you still seethe need
16 of theday. So we don't want it to be, but in case 16 to have awaiver from the number of students taught
17 it iswe don't want to have our students limited 17 within the day?
18 because of this. So thank you guys again for 18 MR. TARVER: Well, | guess | would see what you
19 listening to me and I'm more than happy to answer any |19 guys recommended. If you think that it's not
20 guestions you have. 20 necessary with that new change, then we're fine with
21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes, well start |21 not having it, if it's not necessary. We would just
22 with you. 22 compensate our teachers accordingly. Soit'supto
23 MS. BARNES: Yes, sir, thank you for your 23 you guys.
24 presentation. Miner Academy is 6-127? 24 DR. SAUNDERS: I'll seek Counsel's opinion.
25 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. 6-12, yes. On paper, |25 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Clay.
Page 38 Page 40
1 it said 7-12 but whenever you guys granted us | think | 1 MS. CLAY:: It would really be up to the charter
2 it was 6-12. 2 school on how they're planning on structuring. So if
3 MS. BARNES: | wasthinking it was 6-12. 3 they aready plan on compensating ateacher if
4 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. 4 they're above the 150 class size, then the waiver
5 MS. BARNES: | recalled some work with it 5 would not be necessary. If they plan on compensating
6 earlier intheyear. But | guess my question is: 6 above their new requested 200 class size, then they
7 since we did recently have legislation that alows 7 would need awaiver of the class size standard but
8 for ateacher in grades 7-12 to exceed the maximum 8 they would not need awaiver of the act -- | haveit
9 load with compensation, where does that enter into 9 pulled up -- 993. Does that make sense? So, | mean,
10 this particular type of an amendment request? And 10 it depends on how they want to structure it and at
11 there are other mechanisms for credit recovery, so-- |11 what point the compensation would come in for extra
12 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. Well, currently, with |12 students.
13 our -- the way our school is set up, thisis our best 13 DR. SAUNDERS: So do you plan on compensating
14 option for kids with credit recovery on that point. 14 according to Act 993 or those in excess of 150 on the
15 So I'm not sure -- I'm not completely positiveonthe |15 teaching load?
16 options you're talking about. But with regardsto 16 MR. TARVER: Yes, gir.
17 that recent statute that camein, | think isthe 17 DR. SAUNDERS: Okay. So that waiver would not
18 terminology, we plan on compensating our teachers |18 be needed. Isthat correct?
19 even with thiswaiver. We don't have any problem -- |19 MR. TARVER: Yes, sir, | believe so.
20 if the teachers are doing more work, we don't mind 20 DR. SAUNDERS: Okay. So the waiver then would
21 compensating them for it. 21 be needed on class size?
22 MS. BARNES: And I'm confused then about the |22 MR. TARVER: Yes, gir.
23 request for the waiver. Furthermore, Miner Academy |23 DR. SAUNDERS: Okay. That'sall | haveright
24 is an alternative learning environment. Correct? 24 now.
25 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. 25 DR. JONES: Can the charter -- do you already
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1 have awaiver for the ALE class size, 15-to-1? 1 MR. TARVER: There's not as much. It depends on
2 MR. TARVER: No, maam. | think we're still 2 the teacher and the course. Some courses are more --
3 limited on that. It's 15 and then if we have a 3 alot of times, if the teacher was able to get in the
4 paraprofessional it goesup to 17, | believe. | 4 summer and get that course set up the way they wanted
5 think we're still under that. 5 to -- alot of it isdelivered through, you know,
6 DR. JONES: Isthat the waiver that they're 6 videos either that they've recorded or that they
7 trying to seek here? Because classsizefor ALE's 7 found that kind of deliver the lesson. And then a
8 are different. | think that maybe that's the waiver; 8 lot of it isthey walk around, help kids; they seea
9 isit? 9 kid did poorly, they go help them; alot of one-to-
10 MR. TARVER: No. Because of our -- theway our |10 one, if they're not doing the blended stuff.
11 classes are set up they'rein different -- because 11 DR. JONES: Okay. Thank you.
12 not every student that's at Miner Academy iscoded as |12 MR. TARVER: Thank you.
13 AE, so some of the students are, you know, general 13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Before we move forward, |
14 education students. And they're not full-time 14 think | need to clarify what we're requesting.
15 students at Miner Academy; they aretaking aclassor |15 DR. GOTCHER: That's exactly what | was going to
16 two that they can't take at the high school. And so 16 do.
17 it helpsin those classrooms, as well. 17 MR. TARVER: Okay.
18 DR. JONES: Okay. Sum upthe AE. Some students |18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Sol got alittlelostin
19 are coded as AE? 19 this conversation.
20 MR. TARVER: Yes. 20 MR. TARVER: Yeah.
21 DR. GOTCHER: Only afourth. 21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Clay, Ms. Boyd, can
22 MR. TARVER: Yes. 22 you help us to be very clear about the request today?
23 DR. JONES: Only what? 23 MS. BOYD: So as the amendment request is
24 DR. GOTCHER: A fourth of their population. 24 written, they are requesting a waiver from the
25 DR. JONES: Okay. So they're still following 25 Standards of Accreditation 10.02.5. And it seems
Page 42 Page 44
1 those class sizes? 1 like what we've said, because of the Act 993 that
2 MR. TARVER: Yes. 2 they really are only needing the 45 studentsin the
3 DR. GOTCHER: That would be -- 3 classroom to have that classroom size waiver.
4 DR. JONES: Regulation? 4 MS. BARNES: So, may | ask a question?
5 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. 5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes needs to
6 DR. JONES: Okay. 6 clarify that.
7 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. We are. 7 MS. BARNES: Well, | mean, | didn't seethe
8 DR. JONES: | also have a question about -- can 8 class size waiver one, so that --
9 you clarify for the online? Because | think this 9 DR. GOTCHER: It's embedded.
10 speaks to workload for teacherstoo. Arethey using |10 MR. LESTER: It's embedded inside the --
11 Virtual Arkansas or are they creating their own 11 MS. BARNES: Oh, okay. So, yeah, | saw the
12 online -- 12 10.02.5 which made me zoom in on 150. And | remember
13 MR. TARVER: No, maam. They'reusing--we |13 that Miner Academy does have students -- some are
14 went through Odysseyware and then our teacherswent |14 regular students, some are not, but, you know, it's
15 in the summer and edited the courses to meet our 15 geared toward the AE environment for many. Again,
16 state standards and adjust them based on how they 16 I'm concerned. If we're talking about a situation
17 wanted the course delivered. And so we took their 17 now of a possibility of 45 students-- up to 45
18 courses and it gave us essentially a skeleton for it 18 studentsin a class, as opposed to the maximum 30 for
19 and then we were ableto go in; it's very easy to 19 grades 7-12, then, again, it'sawaiver that would
20 edit those courses. Y ou can go in and add things 20 apply to anyone else, even though Bauxite Miner
21 from different areas and then you can also create 21 Academy isright -- it's pretty much right there in
22 your own assignments, and so that's what our teachers |22 Bauxite. But should someone -- students comein --
23 did. 23 and there is a so a mechanism where you can go up
24 DR. JONES: Okay. And it blended along with 24 above -- it can exceed by three or so, and you don't
25 direct instruction? 25 have large classes. So the discussion was morein
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1 terms of the fact that you would have teachers from 1 instruction?
2 the high school who may teach aclass, whichwouldbe | 2 MS. CLAY: Okay. It would only apply --
3 in excess of the 150. And since we're withdrawing 3 depending on how you grant the waiver you could
4 that part, I'm confused now about the real need for 4 stipulate that it only applies to online courses.
5 the up to 45 studentsin aclass. Can somebody maybe | 5 DR. GOTCHER: Good.
6 help me -- 6 MS. CLAY: Asfar as-- | think what you're
7 DR. SAUNDERS: | think | cancleanthatupasa | 7 talking about is other traditional schools coming
8 question. | think it would satisfy both of us. How 8 before the State Board and requesting asimilar
9 would increasing class size to 45 benefit the kids, 9 waiver. That only applies to open-enrollment charter
10 as opposed to aclass size at alower level? 10 school waivers, and thisis adistrict conversion.
11 MR. TARVER: Well, it would allow us not to have |11 So that waiver is probably available because -- well,
12 to turn kids away because we couldn't accommodate |12 | don't know; it may aready be available through an
13 them with our facilities. Y ou know, we have grown |13 open-enrollment charter school. Theclasssizeisa
14 over the past couple of years and the way our 14 relatively routinely granted waiver. But granting it
15 classrooms are set up, if we can -- you know -- we're |15 to the Bauxite district conversion would not then
16 talking about opening up two of the classrooms to 16 open up any additional doors. And, aso, that
17 where there can be more studentsin aclass. And 17 process, as you know, has to go through the State
18 that way the students could still take classesandwe |18 Board, so it's not an automatic grant for a
19 wouldn't have to say, no, we have to have only 30 19 traditional school, even if it was an open-enrollment
20 kids in here with this one teacher that can monitor 20 charter school getting the waiver.
21 more than just 30 students. And that would helpus |21 DR. GOTCHER: All right. Thank you.
22 quite a bit. 22 MS. BARNES: Okay.
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher. 23 DR. GOTCHER: Does that help you?
24 DR. GOTCHER: Madam Chair, I'm actually okay |24 MS. BARNES: That helps me tremendously.
25 with increasing to 45 if it's an environment where 25 Because my main concern was not so much other
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1 they're monitoring an online curriculum -- 1 districts as much as the district itself and the
2 MR. TARVER: Yes. 2 other teachers, other classes at the high school, you
3 DR. GOTCHER: -- and aslong as it doesn't 3 know, since thisisthe Miner Academy.
4 increase for our ALE students. According to your 4 MS. CLAY: Oh, no. Yes. It would be specific
5 data, only 11 of your 45 students are ALE kids? 5 to Miner Academy. And you could even make it more
6 MR. TARVER: Yes, gir. 6 specific asonly --
7 DR. GOTCHER: Okay. So | wouldn't wanttogrant | 7 DR. GOTCHER: Online.
8 anything to exceed that class size for those special 8 MS. CLAY': -- online courses --
9 students. If wedid grant the waiver for 45 -- I'm 9 DR. GOTCHER: Yes, maam.
10 kind of asking Legal or the Panel or you, sir -- if 10 MS. CLAY: -- within Miner Academy.
11 we increase to 45, would we also be allowing non- 11 DR. GOTCHER: Okay.
12 online students -- in other words, would there be a 12 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Tarver, are you
13 situation where 45 students showed up and they did |13 agreeable to those conditions?
14 not need the online curriculum? Or is that the only 14 MR. TARVER: Sure. Sound great. Thank you.
15 primary curriculum that you offer at Miner? 15 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any other comments or
16 MR. TARVER: It's our primary curriculum. 16 questions? | have one and it's more of agentle
17 DR. GOTCHER: Okay. 17 caution.
18 MR. TARVER: And if not, it's very blended. 18 MR. TARVER: Okay.
19 DR. GOTCHER: And then, further -- maybe Legal (19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Andit'sjust that | can
20 -- would that affect -- 20 certainly see having 45 students in the room, all
21 MS. BARNES: The other Bauxite -- 21 working independently online and teachers and aids
22 DR. GOTCHER: -- other -- yeah -- other charter- |22 moving around, assisting as needed. | would only
23 like waivers for other traditional public schools? 23 caution you to police yourself that you don't
24 Would there be a cavest that saysthat you coulddo |24 overload so much that those kids are not successful.
25 45 with online curriculum but not 45 with direct 25 Sometimes two in aroomis plenty if kids need
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1 assistance. So | would just ask you to really 1 continue to make decisions that are best for kids.

2 caution -- to police yourself with that to insure 2 MR. TARVER: Yes, gir.

3 that those kids are being successful and that they're 3 DR. GOTCHER: Dr. Jones.

4 getting the quality of education they deserve. 4 DR. JONES: | voted for the amendment because

5 MR. TARVER: Yes, maam. That'sour number one | 5 it's acceptable because instruction delivered online

6 goal. 6 alowsfor larger class sizes.

7 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you. 7 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Lester.

8 MR. TARVER: Thank you. 8 MR. LESTER: | voted for the amendment based

9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any -- I'll entertaina | 9 upon the motion; it's acceptable for online courses.
10 motion. 10 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo.
11 DR. SAUNDERS: I'd make the motion to approve |11 MS. LIWO: | voted in favor of the motion
12 the waiver of class size to go to 45 for the Bauxite 12 because the online courses are appropriate for larger
13 Miner Academy for online courses. 13 group online instruction.
14 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And a second? 14 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Pfeffer.
15 DR. GOTCHER: Second. 15 MS. PFEFFER: | voted for the motion because it
16 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Saundershasmadea | 16 aligns with this school's goals and the online
17 motion and Dr. Gotcher has seconded that motionto |17 program delivery, and | believe that this was looking
18 approve the amendment for online, for up to 45 18 to see how they can best provide services for those
19 students. Isthat correct? 19 students there.
20 DR. SAUNDERS: (Nodding head up and down.) |20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Rogers.
21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any discussion? All those |21 MR. ROGERS: | voted for the motion because it
22 in favor? 22 allows the Bauxite Miner Academy to offer online
23 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 23 courses to more students without having to turn back.
24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any opposed? Motion |24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Saunders.
25 passed. 25 DR. SAUNDERS: | voted for the mation because |
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1 MR. TARVER: Thank you. 1 believe it would allow the opportunity for more

2 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: If you'll wait justa | 2 students to participate and still be in a manageable

3 moment, we'll have comments to go with that. 3 environment.

4 DR. SAUNDERS: | do want to make onecomment. | | 4 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. Well,

5 was looking at your -- on some of your numbersand| | 5 congratulations to you. We expect great things. And

6 wanted to commend you. | think | found it 6 please remember to think of uswhen you're ready to

7 interesting that in the Academy you have the same 7 share the great things that's going on in your

8 number of special ed. students as you have gifted. 8 schooal.

9 MR. TARVER: Yes, sir. 9 MR. TARVER: Got it. Thank you, guys.
10 DR. SAUNDERS: And so | seethat asan 10 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And thank you for serving
11 environment that's looking to serve all students. 11 al kids.
12 MR. TARVER: Thank you. Yes, sir. Andwetry |12 MR. TARVER: Yes. Thank you, guys, very much.
13 to catch them on whichever end of the spectrum or 13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. Let'stakea
14 anywhere in between. Thank you. 14 5- to 10-minute break.
15 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes. 15 (BREAK: 9:35-9:48 am.)
16 MS. BARNES: | voted for, in favor of the motion |16 A-5; REQUEST FOR DISTRICT CONVERSION PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL
17 to approve because | believe the vision of the 17 AMENDMENT: ROGERS NEW TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL
18 amendment is appropriate for the multiple 18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: If we can reconvene,
19 instruction. 19 Action Item 5, Request for District Conversion Public
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher. 20 School -- Public Charter School Amendment, Rogers New
21 DR. GOTCHER: | voted for the amendment to 21 Technology High School. Ms. Boyd, you're recognized.
22 increase. | feel this amendment does not adversely 22 MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
23 affect student achievement. But | also share Madam |23 Board approved the application for the Rogers School
24 Chair's caution that 45 should not be alicense to 24 District to operate Rogers New Technology High
25 become the new status quo but that it should be -- 25 School, on January 14, 2013. The charter school is
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1 approved to serve students grades 9-12 with amaximum | 1 Technology High School. Y ou can see the square
2 enrollment of 600. Representatives of the Rogers 2 footage there when we opened. We made some
3 School District are appearing before the Charter 3 additions; we made some modifications to the existing
4 Authorizing Panel to request an amendment to the 4 building into the current space that we have
5 current charter. And just as a heads-up, this 5 available that we are using, the 46,610 square fest.
6 amendment request does have two partsaswell. And | 6 Currently, the remainder of that building, the rest
7 we have Dr. Arbuckle here from Rogers New Techto | 7 of that building houses our ALE program. The
8 speak with you. 8 district is currently looking for other space for
9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All representativesfrom | 9 that ALE program so that, as you can see, the total
10 Rogers New Technology High School and anyone speaking | 10 space that we will have available to usis over
11 in opposition please stand, raise your right hand. 11 123,000 square feet. And so that -- right now, we
12 Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you're 12 are utilizing about 38% of the square footage in the
13 about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and 13 building for our current enrollment, which is 541.
14 nothing but the truth? 14 We are asking the Panel to increase our enrollment
15 (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) |15 cap from the current 600 to 900 and we are -- asa
16 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you. Dr. Arbuckle, |16 district we intend to work the rest of our space
17 you're recognized. 17 that's available to us as we move ALE out and utilize
18 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you, Madam Chairwoman. |18 that space, recapture that space for Rogers New
19 Members of the Panel, | greatly appreciate the 19 Technology High Schooal.
20 opportunity to come before you today and share a 20 | would entertain any questions at this time on
21 little bit about the exciting things that are 21 the enrollment cap.
22 happening at Rogers New Technology High School. As |22 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. Any questions
23 Ms. Boyd indicated, we do have two parts to our 23 regarding the enrollment cap? Dr. Gotcher.
24 amendment request and so, unless otherwise directed |24 DR. GOTCHER: Yes. Having been therejust a
25 by the Panel, I'll work through the first piece, 25 couple of weeks ago, the cafeteria -- the increase
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1 which isthe enroliment cap. And then after that 1 does not affect the capacity for the cafeteriato
2 opportunity we'll work through the second piece as 2 serve the students?
3 well. 3 DR. ARBUCKLE: Actualy, when we recapture that
4 | believe you have access to a PowerPoint as 4 space in the rest of the building we will actually
5 well. Our amendment today, we're going to work 5 add the more traditional commons area that existed in
6 through the first section, would be our enrollment 6 the -- that exists currently for the ALE, existed
7 cap. AsMs. Boyd indicated, we do currently havean | 7 previously for that building which was Kersey Middle
8 enrollment cap of 600. What you're seeing there is 8 School.
9 you're seeing a picture of the northwest corner of 9 DR. GOTCHER: So you'll capture some more
10 our building. That is an addition that was added to 10 cafeteria --
11 the existing structure, and that is the opening, the 11 DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. WEll actually capture
12 front door, if you will, to Rogers New Technology 12 more cafeteria space; we'll actually capture some
13 High School. Just to give you alittle context of 13 specia areas, for example, the gymnasium, you know,
14 what we look like compared to our district -- and | 14 which we currently share with ALE; wel'll recapture a
15 think you would see that we are within just afew 15 full kitchen space, those kinds of things.
16 percentage pointsin all of our areas. | would point 16 DR. GOTCHER: Okay. Weather permitting, the
17 out that our English Language Learners, we actually |17 kids want to be outside anyway, as you demonstrated.
18 have more English Language Learners at Rogers New |18 DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. They really do.
19 Technology High School than the district has 19 DR. GOTCHER: Yeah. All right. Thank you.
20 demographically. We'refairly close with the special | 20 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.
21 education, as you can see, and the other numbers 21 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any other questions? I'll
22 there aswell. 22 entertain a motion regarding the increased enrollment
23 Currently, we arein a building that houses two 23 cap.
24 parts. It'saformer middle school building and 24 DR. JONES: | will make a motion to approve the
25 within that building we house the Rogers New 25 enrollment cap -- to increase the enrollment cap for
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1 Rogers New Tech High School. 1 attend a successful charter.

2 MS. PFEFFER: Second. 2 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Jones.

3 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: A motion has been madeby | 3 DR. JONES: | voted for the motion. Thisisan

4 Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Pfeffer to increasethe | 4 exceptional charter that truly serves adiverse

5 enrollment cap to 900. Any discussion? 5 student population. They need to expand to offer

6 DR. JONES: | do just want to add that we had 6 more students this opportunity.

7 the chance to visit and thisis a picture of ahighly 7 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher.

8 effective charter. 8 DR. GOTCHER: | voted for the amendment to

9 DR. GOTCHER: Yes. 9 approve the -- the motion to approve the amendment.
10 DR. JONES: They are diverse. When you talk 10 Theincrease in cap size does not affect the ability
11 about a Personalized Learning Plan, they did have 11 to effectively serve students -- and | do mean
12 choices. It's not creating a Personalized L earning 12 "effectively.”
13 Plan with "hereit is, thisiswhat you're doing." 13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes.
14 We had students that went off to NWAC to take 14 MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of theincrease.
15 colleges; we had students that were very much in 15 | see no adverse impact to teaching and learning of
16 their career fields. And so they have the capacity 16 the students.
17 and they've done what a charter should do to be 17 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Congratulations.
18 successful. So I commend you for your work thereand |18 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.
19 your leadership. 19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Let's move forward with
20 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you. 20 the next waiver.
21 DR. GOTCHER: Thank you. 21 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you. Can we havethe
22 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any other discussion? All | 22 PowerPoint again, please? The reason for thiswaiver
23 those in favor of the motion? 23 request -- currently, in our charter we have awaiver
24 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 24 on the class size from 10.2.05. We asked the State
25 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any opposed? The motion | 25 Board to grant that waiver during our initial inquiry
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1 passed. If you'll give usjust amoment, we'll have 1 for aclass size of 35, but we did not increase, nor

2 our responses for the record. 2 are we looking to today, the teaching load of 150.

3 Dr. Saunders, we'll start with you. 3 After the passage of Act 993, on August 31st, charter

4 DR. SAUNDERS: Give mejust asecond. Yes, | 4 leaders, charter directors and superintendents

5 voted -- sorry. Yes, | voted for the motion. | 5 received an email from the Charter Office indicating

6 believe this would allow more students the 6 that with the passage of Act 993 there, to alleviate

7 opportunity to take part in a specialized learning 7 any confusion that might arise with the standard

8 environment. 8 10.02.05 and Act 993, that we should consider as

9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Rogers. 9 charter schools asking to extend our current waiver
10 MR. ROGERS: | voted for the motion and it'sdue |10 to cover Act 993 aswell. And so based on that email
11 to the fact the charter has been successful and 11 that we received from the Charter Office and that
12 there's -- | don't have any concerns with allowing 12 suggestion that brings us here today, we would ask
13 more kids to attend. 13 that we would extend the current waiver that we have
14 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Pfeffer. 14 on class size for 35 to cover awaiver, if you will,
15 MS. PFEFFER: Thisisagood opportunity for the |15 from Act 993. Again, we're not changing the teacher
16 students and the district to grow. And it's obvious 16 load; we're not asking to do anything differently
17 from the data that Rogersis providing a unique 17 than what's in the current charter. We're simply
18 opportunity in amanner that all students have access |18 trying to be clear asto with the new -- and respond
19 to participate. 19 to the new legidlation.
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo. 20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Questions? Dr. Saunders.
21 MS. LIWO: | voted for the motion. | didn't see 21 DR. SAUNDERS: Just to summarize, this would not
22 any issues with increasing the enrollment cap. 22 change any current practice that you're doing?
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Lester. 23 DR. ARBUCKLE: It would not. And it would not
24 MR. LESTER: | voted for, to increase the cap, 24 really, in my view, change the current charter
25 increasing the opportunity for Rogers' studentsto 25 either.
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1 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any other questions? Dr. | 1 are not -- we did not ask in the original charter,

2 Gotcher. 2 nor are we asking here today, to increase that

3 DR. GOTCHER: Just for clarity. So what's the 3 teaching load. We do not want to -- you know -- our

4 reason for the waiver request? Remind us of that one | 4 goal isto insure that every student receives ahigh

5 more time. 5 quality education and teaching load, and quite

6 DR. ARBUCKLE: My understanding is, fromthe | 6 honestly class size has alot to do with that. And

7 Charter Office, was it was a suggestion to ssimply 7 so we are not asking to increase the teacher load

8 insure that there was no confusion as to the waiver 8 even by a student today.

9 with the new legidation, Act 993. 9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And therefore, not try to
10 DR. GOTCHER: Okay. 10 have awaiver against any payments --
11 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Perry, you're |11 DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct.
12 recognized. 12 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: -- to teachers?
13 MS. PERRY: Mary Perry, Coordinator, Division of |13 DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. Rogers has ahistory,
14 Learning Services. | sent that email out after 14 if ateacher isasked to do more they are compensated
15 consulting with Legal and everyone here, after that 15 for that. We are not asking that today.
16 new law was passed. That isthe law that requires 16 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo.
17 extra compensation when teachers teach over the 17 MS. LIWO: Hejust -- he answered my question.
18 current loads. And the clarity -- well, the email 18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Okay. Any additional --
19 actually stated -- it was not a concern that they 19 Dr. Gotcher.
20 would have an issue with our Standards Unit when that |20 DR. GOTCHER: Did your legal team or did your --
21 went out; it was that this could help with any other 21 did legal advice from the Rogers School District have
22 employment issue over not allowing the compensation. |22 any words of wisdom?
23 And we didn't really give legal advice; wesaidthey |23 DR. ARBUCKLE: | did not have conversations with
24 would want to consult their own attorney aswell, but |24 our legal team. But in conversation with Dr. Darr,
25 that they should consider in fact doing this waiver. 25 our school superintendent, who I'm sure has vetted

Page 62 Page 64

1 DR. GOTCHER: Gotcha. 1 this, working with her for several years now, this

2 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you, Ms. Perry. Any | 2 was her desire as well to follow the suggestion

3 additional questions? Then I'll entertain a motion 3 through Ms. Perry's office to ask for thiswaiver.

4 if we have no additional questions. 4 DR. GOTCHER: | guessI'm just not sure why it's

5 MS. BARNES: | have one. 5 necessary because you're not increasing. Isthat --

6 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Oh, we have aquestion. | 6 am | aonein this?

7 Ms. Barnes. 7 DR. JONES: That'sreally -- | can speak to

8 MS. BARNES: I'm sorry. I'm just making sure. 8 that.

9 | was trying to go back through my mind and | recall 9 MS. BARNES: That's what I'm concerned about.
10 us just having a conversation about compensation. 10 DR. GOTCHER: Okay.
11 And so | just wanted to be sure that this would not 11 DR. JONES: Andit'srealy usthat brought this
12 put usin a situation, in one respect, being 12 action on. Any timethat thereisalaw that changes
13 concerned about the load and teachers not receiving |13 that has something to do with one of their waivers,
14 compensation if it's agreater load, and in another 14 then we ask them to come back and address the Board.
15 respect allowing the opportunity. | just -- can 15 So it really was our doing. We don't have concerns.
16 somebody help me weigh this back out? Wejust hada |16 DR. GOTCHER: Sure.
17 conversation regarding Act 993 and compensating 17 DR. JONES: They would not have done this
18 teachers at the higher -- at the upper gradesif they 18 otherwise, if we hadn't asked them to do that.
19 were teaching alarger load than the maximum 19 DR. ARBUCKLE: That's correct.
20 allowable. And I'mjust trying to make sure I'm 20 MS. BARNES: And | think that's where | was. |
21 consistently hearing what we're doing here in this 21 understood that and | understand why as an agency we
22 particular -- what's different here? 22 would want to certainly alert anyone who may be
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Arbuckle, do any of |23 impacted. But intherationale, sinceit did
24 your teachers teach -- have loads beyond 150? 24 identify Act 993, and since that would be granting
25 DR. ARBUCKLE: No, maam. They do not. Andwe |25 the opportunity to exceed the maximum without

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510

(16) Pages 61 - 64





BEFORE THE ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHARTER AUTHORIZING PANEL

October 15, 2015

Page 65 Page 67
1 compensation, and since the district is saying that 1 no intention of going over that 150 teaching load
2 they don't necessarily need that because they would 2 then they would not need awaiver. Now if they want
3 not be doing it, that was where | was coming from. | | 3 -- if they think they might in the future, and they
4 wanted to be sure | was understanding, hearing--and | 4 don't want to compensate in accordance with Act 993,
5 | do understand why you've come before us today with | 5 then they would need the waiver.
6 it and certainly appreciate it. But | was concerned 6 MS. PFEFFER: So, in essence, this waiver could
7 about that. That'swhy | needed some clarity. 7 be waiving the Act 993, except they stated they don't
8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Liwo. 8 want to do that?
9 MS. LIWO: | just need to make sure that I'm on 9 MS. CLAY: Wéll, the waiver they've requested is
10 the same page as everybody else. What I'm hearing is |10 Act 993.
11 that you're already in compliance with Act 993 asfar |11 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. So that was what they
12 as compensating teachers that have higher class 12 reguested in the waiver. But, Dr. Arbuckle, you do
13 loads? 13 not want to waive Act 993. Isthat correct?
14 DR. ARBUCKLE: To my knowledge, and Mr. Moore |14 DR. ARBUCKLE: No. Our intention is not to
15 might be able to speak, | don't believe at the high 15 waive the act as far as, you know, compensating
16 school level we have anyone who's teaching aload 16 teachers.
17 above 150 -- 17 MS. PFEFFER: For the going over 150 maximum
18 MR. MOORE: We do not. 18 load?
19 DR. ARBUCKLE: -- inany of our buildings. 19 DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. Our intentionisto
20 MR. MOORE: We do not. 20 just make sure that the 35, that we currently have a
21 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thisis-- my understanding -- |21 waiver for, is still covered, if you will, with the
22 and, again, I'm not alegal scholar and that's why | 22 new legidation.
23 hope Legal ishere. But my understanding isthere's |23 DR. GOTCHER: | understand.
24 really two partsto the Act 993. Oneisthe teacher 24 MS. PFEFFER: Yes. So can we help them and us
25 load and then one was the classsize. Wearesimply |25 understand? Because thisis obviously a quality
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1 trying to bring in line what -- with the new 1 school; they're doing what they need to do for kids,
2 legidation, bring in line our -- that legislation 2 which iswhy we've just increased it to 900. So |
3 and the current charter. We believe that the current 3 just -- if we can help make sure that what they've
4 charter allows us to do what we're currently doing: 4 articulated we can do?
5 class size of up to 35, which redly I've only had to 5 MR. BIGGS: | think --
6 do acouple of times both years, and the teaching 6 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Mr. Biggs, if you'll --
7 load of 150. Okay. My understanding, thisisrealy 7 MR. BIGGS: Cory Biggs, Staff Attorney. | think
8 borne out of just a clarification process of Act 993 8 what we were thinking when we prepared the | etter
9 for us since -- and for any other charter, quite 9 that went out to every charter that already had a
10 honestly, that asks to waive the 30 seat count per 10 waiver from class size, even if they weren't using
11 room. 11 it, was that it would be a good practice for them to
12 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Pfeffer. 12 comein and request awaiver from Act 993, the
13 MS. PFEFFER: So your current charter allowsyou |13 compensation portion, just in case they ever see a
14 to go up to 35 studentsin a class session. Correct? 14 day where they need to useit in the future. Because
15 DR. ARBUCKLE: Yes, maam. 15 if they use it one time, years down the road, the
16 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. So, | havetwo questions;, |16 waiver that they already have from class size, and
17 oneisfor Legal. Doyou fed likethey needtohave |17 they do not compensate, at that point then they might
18 thiswaiver, Ms. Clay? 18 run into an issue with 993. So thisisrealy just a
19 MS. CLAY: Okay. Theway I'm understanding what |19 safeguard to comein for arainy day. | don't know
20 they currently have isthey have awaiver of the 20 if that helps.
21 entire section of the class size and teaching load 21 DR. SAUNDERS: | want to follow-up on that. As
22 standard. So part of that is both the 150 teaching 22 | read 993 -- and | may be wrong -- | did not seeit
23 load and the 30 class size. What I've heard them say |23 addressing class size.
24 isthey're not using that one-hundred -- they're not 24 MR. BIGGS: Well, no. It'snot for the 35
25 using the teaching load side of that. If they have 25 students; it's for the total, the 150. But they also
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1 have awaiver from 150 on record already, and sowe | 1 were going to, even in the future, not comply with
2 have requested -- the Charter Office sent notice out 2 that portion they'd have to come back anyway because
3 that anyone who had that 150 waiver comeinandadd | 3 of the way it was written in their original charter.
4 the waiver from 993, just in case. 4 Does everybody understand where we are? Okay.
5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: So, let merestatewhat | | 5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Arbuckle, areyou in
6 think | heard you say, isthey are just updating what 6 agreement with that?
7 they already have awaiver for to include the most 7 DR. ARBUCKLE: I'm going to say yes. Again, not
8 current legislation? 8 being alegal scholar, you know, anything -- the way
9 MR. BIGGS: Yes. 9 | seeit, if this Panel decides that thisis not
10 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Barnes. 10 needed, if it's, you know, voted as such, then I'm
11 MS. BARNES: Okay. And | get that. Because 993 |11 going to go back to the original charter, which
12 -- because basically they have -- they already have 12 clearly statesthat we can go up to 35in aclass,
13 the waiver to exceed the 30; they already have the 13 which iswhat we're currently doing. And, you know,
14 waiver to exceed the 150. In the meantime though, 14 if that comes back and somebody says, "Hey, how come
15 there has been legidation passed that said if you're 15 you don't have" -- I'm going to come back to the
16 going to exceed the 150 you need to compensate 16 original charter and the information from this
17 teachers. They have -- the district is stating that 17 meeting, the clarity given by Legal from that
18 they in no way intend to ever not compensate teachers |18 standpoint.
19 if they arein excess of it. And so I'm trying to 19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Let me ask you this for
20 determine why -- I'm having difficulty granting the 20 clarification. Would you like to withdraw or would
21 waiver to the 993 part because then it would freeup |21 you like for usto take avote?
22 the compensation. There's no -- thereis aready no 22 DR. ARBUCKLE: Wed like to withdraw that piece,
23 issue with the 35 students. That's what's hanging me |23 please.
24 up, iswhat I'm saying. 24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Then well consider that
25 DR. ARBUCKLE: And just to be clear, in the 25 withdrawn. Thank you, sir.
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1 current charter -- because | have a copy of that 1 DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.
2 here, number 12, Section G -- we were very clear that | 2 MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS
3 we only asked to waivethe classsize. Andso | see 3 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. That concludes
4 this as a contract between us and you and the State, 4 our action items. We do have some business before
5 and we were clear when we said we requested awaiver | 5 the Committee. Y esterday, at the end of our meeting
6 for the requirement of an individual class size limit 6 we did discuss a possible December date and asking
7 of 30, extending class size up to 35; thiswould 7 charters that were on the Priority list to come
8 allow us more flexibility. Thelast line of that: 8 before the Panel. Ms. Boyd.
9 teachers will not be assigned more than 150 students. | 9 MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. Asyou can
10 That still stands for me. 10 see, | put in your folder for today, where you've
11 MS. BARNES: Okay. 11 been pulling out those voting sheets | putin a
12 DR. ARBUCKLE: Again, this-- we-- if I'mjust |12 Google doc there to help facilitate our conversation.
13 brutally honest, we felt like this was the direction 13 You don't have it?
14 that we received from the Charter Office, "Please 14 MS. BARNES: | haven't seen anything.
15 come back and -- it would be a good ideato ask for 15 MS. BOYD: Can you look at the folder, maybe
16 thiswaiver," and we're simply trying to do what 16 refresh -- well, | think we -- yeah, | sent it out.
17 we've been asked to do. 17 Hang on.
18 MS. BARNES: Yes, sir. 18 DR. GOTCHER: I'm sorry; what are we looking
19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Clay. 19 for?
20 MS. CLAY: Okay. | think I can summarize. | 20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Inyour folder for today.
21 don't think they need the waiver. | think y'all have 21 DR. GOTCHER: Okay. | had it and | closed it.
22 probably cometo that conclusion now. | wish we 22 MS. BOYD: And there should be a document inside
23 would have caught it before they made the drive from |23 the CAP Priority School Hearings. Arey'al seeing
24 northwest Arkansas. But they have said that they're |24 that?
25 going to comply with the 150 requirement. If they 25 MS. PFEFFER: Wait aminute.
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1 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. 1 MS. BARNES: Blytheville and Covenant Keepers

2 MS. BARNES: So | need to refresh it. 2 are not only Priority but they are also academic

3 DR. JONES: Well, isthisthe same origina 3 distress.

4 folder, Alexandra? 4 MS. BOYD: There's already a note on the

5 MS. BOYD: It wasthe same folder for today. 5 Blytheville school and an add-on to the Covenant

6 DR. JONES: Okay. 6 Keepers that it's academic distress.

7 MS. BOYD: | see some of y'al are popping up. 7 DR. SAUNDERS: I'll make amotion to bring back

8 DR. GOTCHER: Oh, under Google Docs. I'm sorry. | 8 all the schools listed as Priority and see them on

9 MS. BARNES: So basically we need to close it 9 December 16th and/or 17th.

10 and reopen it? 10 DR. JONES: Can | make arequest? | have a
11 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Yes; if you'll refreshit. |11 previous commitment for co-op on that Wednesday, on
12 MS. BOYD: Make sure you're in the folder for 12 December 16th. Can welimit it to the 17th or the
13 10/15. | can send it to you again. 13 18th?
14 MS. BARNES: | candoit; | candoit. | just 14 DR. GOTCHER: The 17this good for me.
15 have to go back. 15 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Areyou amending my motion?
16 DR. SAUNDERS: It'sthere. 16 DR. JONES: | am asking to amend your motion to
17 MS. BARNES: All right. | just needed to go 17 the 17th.
18 back. I'm there. 18 DR. SAUNDERS: So amended.
19 MS. BOYD: Okay. 19 DR. JONES: Second.
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: So| think the questions | 20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: okay. Sowe have amotion
21 before us are do we want to hear from everyone on 21 by Dr. Saunders and a second by Dr. Jonesto ask all
22 thislist -- and if so, we'll need to set dates and 22 of the schools listed on Priority status -- all the
23 then set alist of data that we would like those 23 charter schoolslisted in Priority status to come
24 districts to bring before us. Isthat correct, Ms. 24 before us December 17th and 18th -- 18th, as needed.
25 Boyd? 25 DR. GOTCHER: Isthere aprotocol for the 5

Page 74 Page 76

1 MS. BOYD: Yes, that would be correct. So as 1 minutes, the 20 minutes, and questions? Isthat --

2 you see on the document, | put kind of summary 2 isthere a set protocol for that, Ms. Clay?

3 information about the schools that are on the 3 MS. CLAY: Yes. You have hearing procedures and

4 Priority list. Y ou have two district conversions and 4 it's the same basically as you followed today and

5 then four open-enrollments. 5 yesterday.

6 MS. BARNES: Okay. So all of these are 6 DR. GOTCHER: Sure.

7 Priority? 7 MS. CLAY:: It's 20 minutes and 5 minutes

8 MS. BOYD: Uh-huh, the bottom 5%. Yes, maam. | 8 rebuttal.

9 MS. BARNES: We didn't put any academic distress | 9 MS. BARNES: Good question. | wastrying to
10 on here? 10 remember; we don't have them coming back before the
11 MS. BOYD: Well, the academic distress charter |11 academic distress committee aready, do we, before
12 schools | believe are already on here. 12 thistime?

13 MS. BARNES: Well, | figured they probably are |13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: We do not.

14 -- 14 MS. BARNES: Okay. | just wanted to be sure.

15 MS. BOYD: Uh-huh. 15 DR. SAUNDERS: I'd recommend we look at three on
16 MS. BARNES: -- but | think we had maybe oneor |16 each day.

17 two. 17 MS. BARNES: | will say that | have acommitment
18 MS. BOYD: Blytheville and Covenant Keepersare (18 on the 18th, about mid-day.

19 -- 19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: All right. We havea
20 MS. BARNES: Thetwo. Yeah. 20 motion on the floor. Any additional discussion?

21 MS. BOYD: -- the academic distress. Yes, 21 DR. JONES: | do. I'm sorry; one more comment.
22 maam. 22 They will have access to their PARCC data, so welll
23 MS. BARNES: They're both -- okay. 23 have another measure by that time. So we ask that
24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: | apologize; | didn't hear | 24 they bring some of that do the Board too.

25 what you said. 25 MS. PFEFFER: Well, and what | was going to ask
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1 isif we could provide maybe some instruction or 1 charter from the Charter Office, in addition --
2 guidelines for the conversation so that it doesn't -- 2 MS. PFEFFER: Right. And the work of the School
3 | think for me it's going to be about -- based on the 3 Improvement office, so just --
4 fact that you have a charter and each charter is 4 MS. BOYD: Ms. Pfeffer, are you wanting the same
5 going to look alittle different, | thought it's 5 information like we provide in the background
6 important to look at the student performance and 6 documents we've been giving?
7 growth in that charter and look at -- then look at 7 MS. PFEFFER: | don't -- it doesn't have to be
8 the waivers they may have, the goas of their 8 anything long and detailed.
9 charter, and be able to be, of course, very 9 MS. BOYD: Okay.
10 prescriptive in how we look at thingsin termsof are |10 MS. PFEFFER: But just -- I'm thinking, you
11 you meeting the goals of your charter and what are 11 know, a 5-minutes overview of the charter and then a
12 the waivers that you have and how do you know those |12 brief update from the School Improvement office asto
13 waivers are working. And so, that way, | would like |13 what's been going on and the responsiveness that
14 to see us maybe develop some kind of documenttosend |14 they've seen from the schools or improvement that
15 them where they can plan how they're going to respond |15 they've seen, and then time for the charter to give
16 and that will help us facilitate the conversation 16 usthat data. And, again, just some things that we
17 without it being just wide-open and open-ended where |17 can -- | think we're going to need to make some
18 wereally don't get down to answers. 18 decisions.
19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: | think that's what Ms. |19 MS. BOYD: Okay.
20 Boyd would like for us to do here on this document. |20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Arewe ready to take a
21 MS. PFEFFER: Okay. 21 vote on the motion? And then we can follow-up with
22 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any additional discussion? | 22 additional --
23 All those in favor -- oh -- 23 MS. BARNES: With additional dates, right?
24 MS. CLAY: Onething | would mention on this 24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: The motion wasto call all
25 document, your hearing procedures call for Department |25 of the listed charter schools, the schools that are
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1 staff to actually do the first presentation of 20 1 in Priority, before this Panel December 17th and
2 minutes. How that's typically been handled in the 2 18th. And we'll work on -- Ms. Boyd will work on an
3 past is we have not, unless specifically requested. 3 agenda. All thosein favor of the motion?
4 We provide the information but don't actually do a 4 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
5 presentation. If you would likeindividuals here at 5 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Any opposed? Motion
6 the Department to present any material or be 6 passed.
7 available for questions, if you'll let us know that 7 If we'll take amoment, a couple of things that
8 aswell. 8 | heard us say -- | just want to kind of recap -- on
9 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: | would assume, Ms. | 9 those dates of the hearing that we will begin with a
10 Barnes, that, because these are on the Priority list, 10 brief overview of the charter itself, Ms. Boyd.
11 that Dr. Wilde will have 45-day plansand beready to |11 MS. BOYD: Uh-huh.
12 give us an update. Would you agree? 12 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And that will include when
13 MS. BARNES: If he'slistening, no. But if not 13 the charter was granted, if there have been renewals,
14 -- yes, I'll have Dr. Wilde available as well as Mr. 14 the mission of the charter, the waivers that
15 Louis Ferren, if possible, since he's our Systems 15 currently apply to that charter, and just some
16 Coordinator in School Performance. 16 general information. 1'm assuming probably that you
17 MS. PFEFFER: | think just a short presentation 17 have visited all of those.
18 for each one giving us kind of just a picture of -- 18 MS. BOYD: Uh-huh.
19 because, you know, some of these charters have been |19 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: So just some general
20 in place for along time and we don't necessarily 20 information about those charters, because each one of
21 know what went into the development of those 21 them have a unique plan --
22 charters. Sojust a-- even a short summary before 22 MS. BOYD: Right.
23 each one would be helpful. 23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:; -- to serve students. And
24 MS. BARNES: Well, now that -- 24 then, follow that by areport from School
25 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: A brief history of the |25 Improvement, based on their report say of current --
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1 of what they've experienced with those schoals. 1 they are today, currently, so that we can insure that
2 MS. BOYD: Okay. 2 they've not gotten off track with the mission. Any
3 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: And then aswe movetoward | 3 other comments or recommendations?
4 what we want the schools to bring us, what 4 MS. BOYD: | have aquestion. On renewal
5 information would you expect to hear from the schools | 5 documents we're currently asking for, | guess, some
6 themselves? 6 of the non-academic aspects of the school. | don't
7 DR. SAUNDERS: | think one thing specifically 7 know if you guys want to consider that or not. So,
8 from the schools, 1'd like to see -- we have -- first 8 for instance, about discipline rates and how that
9 of all, we have data within our agency that wewould | 9 might be affecting -- so, for instance, if they're
10 need, such as, | believe, performance on state 10 suspending alot of students, those students aren't
11 assessments, looking at possibly fiveyears. So the 11 in class; how isthat affecting those kinds of
12 end-of-school performance report but taking that into |12 things.
13 consideration with plansfor improvement -- and by |13 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: I would agree; any data
14 that, in particular, historical work they have done 14 that supports their serving students. | think asyou
15 in the past to address some of the deficiencies and 15 can tell from the conversations the last two days,
16 what their plans are for the future. 16 we're very concerned that they're serving al the
17 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: | would add to that what | 17 students. So | need them to explain to me why they
18 they've done in the past and how it has worked. 18 are an effective charter school in the state of
19 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. 19 Arkansas; in light of their Priority status, really
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: What those results were. | 20 explain to me why you are an effective charter. And
21 MS. PFEFFER: And what data. 21 I'll just say Dr. Saunders and | attended the
22 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: What data has supported | 22 Authorizers Conference in New Orleans and that was
23 that as they move forward. 23 one of the things that was really pressed upon us,
24 DR. GOTCHER: And I'd liketo also ask themto |24 was to keep effective charters, support effective
25 present how they continue to become -- remain 25 charters but close down ineffective charters because
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1 innovative, because the original application and the 1 it was not serving the needs of students. And that
2 original mission and vision may have been an 2 came from the Charter Association itself, and so |
3 innovative method at thetime. And astechnology and | 3 think that is our due diligence to insure that we
4 teaching methods have increased, have moved forward, | 4 have only effective charters for the State of
5 I'd like to know how they are maintaining an 5 Arkansas.
6 innovative process for educating students. 6 If you think of something that we've left off
7 DR. SAUNDERS: Also, comparative datawiththe | 7 today, if you will contact Ms. Boyd directly and
8 surrounding districts would be beneficial. 8 share that with her, I'm sure she'll be in contact
9 DR. GOTCHER: And that should be available, 9 with all of these schools. Any additional comments,
10 shouldn't it? 10 questions, concerns, thoughts?
11 DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. 11 DR. GOTCHER: Thinking of the amount of
12 DR. GOTCHER: Yeah. 12 information that we've requested, | think the three
13 DR. SAUNDERS: Which we can access. 13 days -- or three schools for each day is now quite
14 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Boyd, if youwould |14 appropriate. So | think we're headed in the right
15 reference those charter schools back to 6-23-102, the |15 direction. 1 just know that's alot of information
16 legidative intent of the Quality Charter Schools 16 but | think we have a great responsibility to hear
17 Act, there are six items listed that they probably 17 all of that too. So, that's just acomment.
18 need to address. Would you agree? 18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: | would add one thing to
19 DR. GOTCHER: One moretime, please. 19 that, is because thisis October and we're asking for
20 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: The charterswould needto | 20 that presentation in December and everything that
21 address these six items. 21 we've addressed is something they should be
22 DR. GOTCHER: Oh, the six legidative intents? |22 addressing every day --
23 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Yes. 23 DR. GOTCHER: That'strue.
24 DR. GOTCHER: Good suggestion. 24 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: -- 1 would expect that the
25 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Asin relation to where | 25 majority of the presentation will be loaded into the
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1 NOVIS agenda ahead of time. Soif | canreadit,see | 1 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Dr. Gotcher and Ms.
2 their PowerPoint dlides, see their data charts -- if 2 Barnes. All thosein favor?
3 everything is put together, | don't think the 3 (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
4 conversation would have to go extremely long. It's 4 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you very much.
5 either there or it's not there. 5
6 DR. GOTCHER: Good suggestion, Madam Chair. | 6 (The meeting was adjourned at 10:32 am.)
7 DR. JONES: That'sagood point. Andwhenthey | 7
8 deliver items the day of, we can't give them the 8
9 attention they deserve. | know that it hasn't -- | 9
10 haven't been able to. 10
11 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Well, it speaksof the |11
12 lack of organization, whichisanissue, in my mind, |12
13 regarding effectiveness or ineffectiveness. 13
14 DR. SAUNDERS: | think that we just -- would it |14
15 be fair to say -- to ask for the schools to submit 15
16 their presentations by December 1st? 16
17 DR. GOTCHER: It'samonth-and-a-half. | think |17
18 that's appropriate. 18
19 DR. SAUNDERS: | think much of the information |19
20 will be coming from us aswell, and | do want to 20
21 extend my support and my division; if there's any 21
22 data or anything that we could assist with, don't 22
23 hesitate to let us know. 23
24 MS. BOYD: Would you have a problem with moving |24
25 it to December 2nd, just because that's a Wednesday |25
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, . , CERTI FI CATE
’ COUNTY OF SALINE
3 DR. SAUNDERS: No problem. I, SHARON K. HILL, CCR, a Certified Stenomask Reporter and
4 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Ms. Boyd, wewill dso ‘o héreby certity that the same fsha true and correct
5 count on your expertise on anything that you believe Bt Can. hart o A hor | 41pg PAnGl i LIt fe Taek, A Kansea,
6 ismissing or has been left off that you will add. DyDSW [ LTen Tor m by e of under My B Fact; onCand Supervi g on
7 MS. BOYD: Okay. Thank you, Madam Chair. THanseri ps on 6P alt forbcesdi ngs had”i ' ‘Sad nas ter
8 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Anyoneelse? | FURTHER CERTI FY that | am neither counsel for, related
9 DR. SAUNDERS: | do. | jUSt want -- | want to to, nor enployed by any of the parties to this action.
10 thank the Charter School -- thank everybody who works v thin i e o e e act e o eSO L aist ot al Y endency
11 on everything, and Legal, and Communications and of an ol gimar transcriptor contes of Tthe transertpt before i
12 everything, because y'all do alot of work getting ;Zqﬁfgélsfrlwsdt é‘“,S‘r Sﬁ'ége;ney“ corvi'te ot ada avar Tl e to AT
13 ready for this. We do realize that and we appreciate pafties to'tfle act]on.
. . W TNESS, MY HAND AND SEAL, THI S DATE: Cctober 31, 2015.
14 that; very well organized and al the datais there
15 that we need, and | appreciate all that y'all do.
16 MS. BOYD: Thank you, Dr. Saunders. SHARON KT CCR
17 DR. GOTCHER: I'd agree. Certified Court Reporter
18 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: Thank you, Panel, and
19 thank you to anyone who's still with us today at
20 10:30.
21 With no additional comments, this meeting -- |
22 will accept amotion for adjournment.
23 DR. GOTCHER: So moved.
24 MS. BARNES: Second.
25 DR. JONES: Second.
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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ladi es and Centl enen, the
Cct ober 15, 2015 neeting of the Charter Authorizing
Panel is called to order. 1'd like to wel come
everyone to the Arkansas Departnment of Educati on.

Pl ease silence all of your electronic devices. As we
begin our work today, I wll ask that if you're
comng to the mcrophone to be sure to speak clearly
so that we, the Panel, may hear you and al so because
the nmeeting is being recorded and |ive-streaned, and
so that our audience may hear you as well. Please
state your nane and your title when you conme to the

m crophone, for the record. | would appreciate that
very much. Al right. M. Cay, if you wll conme
and explain the process for today?

MS. CLAY: (Good norning. Kendra Clay, Cenera
Counsel for the Departnment of Education. The hearing
procedures today are going to be the sane as
yesterday. Al persons, with the exception of
attorneys, will need to be sworn in. The charter
school seeking anendnment will then have 20 mnutes to
expl ain the amendnent they're seeking. Any parties
opposed will have 20 mnutes after that, and then the
charter school will have 5 mnutes for rebuttal and

closing. You'll follow that wth discussion and
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guestions. And you may take a vote today or take the
matter under advi senent and vote at a |ater neeting
and ask the charter school to come back with

addi tional information or get technical assistance
fromthe Departnent. Just |ike yesterday, you have a
Googl e doc where you will type in your vote and the
reason for your vote. W're doing this to make the
State Board review of your decision -- to give them
nore informati on on whether they would like to review
your decision or not. On the pages today, there are
mul ti pl e spaces in the event you need to take

nmul tiple votes on a particul ar amendment request.
Sone of the charter schools have asked for a couple
of different amendnents. And if you want, you can
take them as one vote together, but if you wanted to
split themup the sheet reflects that. And if we
need to go through that again when the tine cones,
"1l be happy to hel p. Does anybody have any
guestions?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And, Ms. Clay, as the
directions you gave us yesterday, is today a
negotiation of those anendnents?

MS. CLAY: Yes. Just like yesterday, anything
that the charter school says or agrees to today that

is different than what is in their witten materials
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they will be held to and it will becone part of the
amendnent to their charter contract. So, yes, it is
basically a contract negotiation, just |like the
appl i cation hearings yesterday.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Ms. d ay.

A-2: REQUEST FOR OPEN- ENROCLLMENT PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL
AVENDMENT: NORTHWEST ARKANSAS CLASSI CAL ACADEMY

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al right. Action Item1
has been pulled fromthe agenda, so let's begin with
Action Item 2, Request for Open-Enrol |l nment Public
Charter School Amendnent: Northwest Arkansas
Cl assi cal Acadeny. M. Boyd, you are recogni zed.

M5. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
Board of Education approved the application for the
Nort hwest Arkansas C assical Academy on Novenber 1,
2012. The charter is approved to serve students in
grades K-12 with a maxi num enrol | ment of 685.
Representatives of Northwest Arkansas C assi cal
Acadeny are appearing before the Charter Authorizing
Panel to request an anendnent to their current
charter. Speaking on behalf of the C assical Acadeny
we have Christopher Stevens and we al so have soneone
on the phone to answer questions, if you need.

MR BRADBERRY: M. Shack, Chris.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Chris Shay?

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- October 15, 2015

MR BRADBERRY: Shack.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Representatives from
Nort hwest Arkansas C assical Acadeny, please stand,
and anyone on the phone that plans to speak, if
you' |l raise your right hand. Do you swear or affirm
that the testinony you re about to give shall be the
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

MR. BRADBERRY: If you're listening online, if
you coul d turn your conputer down; we're getting
f eedback. You can still watch but just make sure
that you turn the volune down. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFVMAN: M. Stevens, you're
recogni zed.

MR STEVENS. So we are seeking perm ssion to --
excuse me; let ne open nmy notes here. |'msorry.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  You may want to start with
your nanme and title for the record.

MR. STEVENS. Christopher Stevens. |'m Canpus
Director at Quest Mddle School of West Little Rock,
and |1' m speaki ng on behal f of Northwest Arkansas
Cl assi cal Acadeny.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. Thank you.

MR, STEVENS: Sure. So we would like a -- we're
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seeking a waiver to -- so that required -- that AP
courses woul d be part of the required 38 courses
under ADE regulations. W would like to be able to,
for some courses, exchange the AP course for the non-
AP course. So we do have a -- there is a brief

Power Poi nt - -

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay.

MR STEVENS:. ~-- if y'all wuld like to see
t hat .

CHAI RPERSON COFFNMAN:  Yes.

MR. STEVENS: |f you can advance the slide, go
ahead. OCh, | have it here. GCkay. |'ve never done
this before, as you can tell. | don't knowif this
ison. Oh it'soff. Gkay. Al right. So the
m ssi on of Northwest Arkansas C assical Acadeny, they
are commtted to providing our future |eaders with a
col I ege preparatory education focused on |iberal
arts. We wll| pronote a rigorous academ c program
fostering intelligent curiosity, critical thinking,
virtuous character building, and a |ifel ong passion
for learning. Charter schools are a school of choice
and we'll do all things possible to serve the
educati onal needs of our student body and the
community. W want to provide the followng to our

students: the opportunity to earn a year's worth of
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college credit prior to graduation from high school,
and al so we want to provide our high school students
identified as high-achieving with opportunities for a
nore rigorous curriculum As charter schools, we are
not staffed as -- we need fewer staff; I'Il put it
that way. And so it is at tines difficult to offer
say, an AP course and the regul ar course given the
nunber of teachers we have in our schools, and it
would -- so it would help in that regard. W'd also
be able to get our -- offer our students the
opportunity to earn college credit and so al so serve
our conmmunity. There's quite a significant savings
for students who earn college credit in high school,
and we'd like to make that opportunity avail able for
our students.

So this is a sanple of what we m ght do. W
would like to be able to, say, for exanple, with AP
U S. Governnent and Politics to be able to offer that
instead of the regular U S. Governnent and Politics.
So our students would take that course and then not
of fer the non-AP version of that course. So, but
this is a sanple of what we would do.

So that's everything on that.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Does that concl ude your

presentation?
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MR, STEVENS: Yes, it does.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  |s there anyone here to
speak in opposition? Any additional words fromyou,
M. Stevens, or from anyone on the phone?

MR, STEVENS: Not from ne.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  From t he phone?

MR, STACK: No, not fromne either.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. Thank you. Then,
we'll start with questions fromthe Panel. And, Dr.
Jones, I'll start with you.

DR JONES: Good norning, M. Stevens.

MR. STEVENS:. Good norni ng.

DR. JONES: The Coll ege Board has a phil osophy
of open-enrollment in all of their AP courses. Tell
me about the limtations on kids that cone into your
program M concern is that you will have no regul ar
classes; you'll have only advanced pl acenent work,
whi ch does fit with your m ssion, your m ssion of
your charter. But you also, in having that, nust be
willing to open the doors to those that may not be
prepared for AP work. Tell me about your plans for
t hat ?

MR. STEVENS: So we provide a |lot of support for
our students and we're going to offer -- we would

of fer what our students needed. So there may be
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situations at the higher |evel where we may do an AP
Physics instead of a regular Physics. But this would
be sonething that at those higher |evel courses where
students would -- where there's sone optional courses
that we would do just the AP.

DR JONES: GCkay. Let ne be nore specific. A
student cones in with a transcript of Cs, not
exceptional work in the past. Can he enroll in your
progranf

MR, STEVENS: In the AP course?

DR JONES: Uh-huh. Well, isn't that all you're
going to have for sone courses?

MR STEVENS: For sonme. So there's some courses
where we woul dn't do that, say, for English. | nean,
there are always going to be students who need a
regul ar English course.

DR JONES: xay.

MR. STEVENS. And so that is -- you know -- that
is sonmething that we would continue to offer

DR JONES: GCkay. So what would you do with
this student with a "C' background?

MR, STEVENS: Well, we would offer the courses
t hat student needs. And if there are -- if they need
the regul ar course, that's a course we would offer

And if we can support them and have themin AP, we
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woul d do that.

DR JONES: GCkay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER  How many AP courses do you
currently offer at Northwest Arkansas C assical
Acadeny?

MR. STEVENS. [|I'mgoing to refer to M. Shack
for that question.

MS. PFEFFER  Ckay.

MR BRADBERRY: M. Shack, did you hear the
question?

MR. SHACK: Yes. Currently, there are no AP
courses being taught at Northwest Arkansas C assica
Acadeny.

MR. BRADBERRY: You're going to have to turn
your conputer down because we're hearing a reverb of
what we're saying. So if you could nute your
conputer as you talk, | would appreciate that. Thank
you.

M5. PFEFFER  Ckay. So am | understanding that
currently you have not been teaching AP courses at
all?

MR SHACK: Is that better?

MR. BRADBERRY: Yes, sir. The question is: so

currently, you do not teach any AP courses at
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Nort hwest Cl assical Acadeny?

MR SHACK: W have not. We will offer our
first AP course. W don't.

MR. BRADBERRY: Thank you.

MR. STEVENS: The hi ghest grade currently is
10t h grade at Nort hwest Arkansas.

M5. PFEFFER  Ckay. So in your current charter
agreenent, what is the plan for the addition of AP
courses in your current charter?

MR, SHACK: Right now, in the current charter we
are to stay with the 438. | nean, we're adding those
courses with the plan to go forward.

M5. PFEFFER  Ckay. So this current school year
you are not required to add any then for this 15-16
school year; it will be 16-17 before you're required
to add any AP courses. |Is that what |I'm
under st andi ng?

MR SHACK: Correct.

M5. PFEFFER  Ckay. And what courses do you
plan to offer in 16-177

MR, SHACK: W have been working on a list. |
woul d have to get that list for you

MS. PFEFFER Okay. And M. Stevens comented a
m nute ago that there wll always be sone courses

where you woul d need to offer both the regular course
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and an option for AP. How would that determ nation
be made as to which courses you would have to al ways
offer the regul ar option?

MR SHACK: We woul d al ways offer the regul ar
options for all core subjects. Even if we do an AP
course, like AP U S. History, we would always offer
United States History because it's a core history
subject. So it would be nostly based on what the
students sign up for. But all core subjects as far
as science, math, English, social studies, would
al ways be of fered.

M5. PFEFFER Ckay. And | may not be
understanding, but if that's the case would this
wai ver be necessary?

MR SHACK: It would, because we would run into
a lot of times where kids will sign up for, say, an
AP European history course and we m ght not have
students sign up for another history course as a core
subj ect .

M5. PFEFFER Ckay. [|'mgoing to stop on ny
questions because | think maybe Ms. Barnes can hel p
us out fromhere. I'msorry, Madam Chair.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

M5. BARNES: Thank you. Good nor ni ng.

MR. STEVENS:. Good norni ng.
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M5. BARNES:. Annette Barnes. And thank you so
much for your presentation. | believe | was | ooking
at the presentation, at sonme sanples of what courses
would look Iike. It |ooked to me that you had
Al gebra 11, which would' ve been the standard course
under the 38. But as opposed to teaching Al gebra |
you woul d probably teach AP Cal -- | can't renmenber
So | didn't get a chance to --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, would it be
hel pful if we put that back up?

MS. BARNES: It would be helpful if I --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Kevin, could you put the
Power Poi nt back up, please?

M5. BARNES:. And part of the line of ny
questions -- and let ne just say this -- where do you
currently draw the primary bul k of the student
popul ati on fron? Which districts?

MR, STEVENS: Little Rock. Little Rock School
District.

MS. BARNES: And Nort hwest --

MR STEVENS: OCh, I'msorry. |I'msorry.

M5. BARNES. This is not Quest.

MR, STEVENS: Sorry about that. So that's --
"Il defer to Curtis on that.

MR. SHACK: The majority of our students cone
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from Bentonville School District.

M5. BARNES: kay. So, and | did ask primarily.
So if the majority comes fromBentonville -- |I'm
| ooki ng at the fact that should this anmendment be
granted and you get this waiver then any other
district that you' re draw ng students fromwe have to
consi der those things as well. But along with the
guestion that | was asking about, the standard
schedul e and what you woul d be teaching as opposed to
-- since you can already, if you have no students
signed up in the regular course, teach an AP course,
wi th perm ssion and nake that request, |'m hesitant
until | can hear a few nore things about what you're
doi ng. Because | support the mission of the school
but | also have to | ook at what conmes after. And if
you' re not going to be teaching Algebra Il, I'mstil
waiting to see what those courses -- what that sanple

MR. STEVENS. The course opposed to that on that
page is AP Cal cul us AB.

M5. BARNES: That's what | thought. So what
happens with Cal culus and how are you prepared to
teach the required six math's if you're going to
start out opening up into AP courses? |'mjust

asking these questions to determne what the plan is,
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if you would still -- if you would go ahead and teach
those in the required 38; how many courses are we

| ooking at of the required 38 that you woul d intend
to teach as an AP course. Because, technically, by
granting this amendnent you could pretty nuch just
decide, "Well, we're going to teach AP; wherever
there are AP courses we're going to teach those. W
will not teach the regular courses.” And so because
of that, if you have students who are able to becone
a part of the student popul ation, you are not in a
position to provide themw th the courses that they
may have been in prior to comng to your school. And
since you are an accredited school you would need to
-- students -- you would need to honor sone of that
transfer policy.

MR STEVENS:. Unh- huh.

MS. BARNES: And so, | nmean, I'ma little
confused as to how you woul d neet the needs of
students that may want to come into the school. [|'m
al so concerned about granting an anendnent that woul d
allow for nore than one AP course to count as your
required 38. Wuld you open it up to any courses? |
did understand that you will teach the core, the
English I, English Il, English Ill, English IV, but I

al so noted that the standard English 12 on the
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schedul e showed the conposition, | believe. So |
need a little nore informati on. Because when we
grant a waiver like this with respect to core
curriculumcl asses, we have to | ook at additional
pi eces and how many ot hers woul d then have the
opportunity not to teach the required courses and

what that does for equitable access for all students

across districts as they enroll in another school
district.

MR STEVENS. So I'lIl let M. Shack respond as
wel |, but where this would be helpful is if we had
conput er science, for exanple, and if we wanted -- if

we could offer just the AP conputer science and not
regul ar computer science. And that would be an area
where this woul d be hel pful

MS. BARNES: Okay. And | understand it could be
hel pful all the way across the board in keeping with
your m ssion.

MR. STEVENS. Right.

M5. BARNES: | think what's giving ne pause is
it could be all of your courses or as many courses as
there is an AP course.

MR, STEVENS: So it's worded too -- it's too
general or expansive.

M5. BARNES: | think it's too expansive.
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MR STEVENS: Yeah.

M5. BARNES:. Far too expansive for nme right now
Right now. There may be some nore detail that comes
out in the questions.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones.

DR JONES: On the conputer science, you
currently can offer the AP conputer science. There's
a Conmmi ssioner's Meno that has four that are
acceptable to neet the | aw and AP conputer science is
one of those.

MR STEVENS: (kay.

DR. JONES: | have an additional question. In
| ooking at this today, whether this goes today or
not, my question would be: as you take on AP courses
and you offer weighted credit, is it your intention
to offer weighted credit for those AP courses for
your students?

MR. STEVENS: M. Shack, if you could respond to
t hat .

MR. SHACK: Yes. The planis that we will offer
wei ghted credit for those courses.

DR JONES: Ckay. And within the law for you to
of fer weighted credit, your students are required to
conpl ete the course and your teachers are required to

have the proper training. W define "proper
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training” as College Board training. And so is it
your plan to have all of your AP teachers trained
within their Coll ege Board training?

MR, STEVENS: Yes.

DR. JONES: And is that true for both school s?

MR. STEVENS: Yes.

DR JONES: GCkay. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher

MR SHACK: Yes, that is the current plan to
have all of themtrained. Yes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, M. Shack.

DR. GOTCHER  Thank you, Madam Chair. M.
Stevens, |I'mlooking at the rationale for your
amended request. | want to conmend you for wanting
to offer a nore rigorous curriculum But it also
says "w thout adding extra teaching |oads to our
certified staff." So |I'mnot sure -- to Dr. Jones
exanple, if we see a student comng in that may exce
in the liberal arts but may struggle in sone of the
core academ c courses, |I'mnot sure how | can
vi sual i ze, having done master schedul es before, how
it wouldn't increase your teaching load if you do
have to offer a regular class and, to Ms. Barnes' --
or Ms. Barnes' comment, receiving transfers. You're

going to have to receive transfers of students that
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may not have been in any kind of an AP course. So
can you or M. Shack address how you can not avoid
increasing staff if you want to be able to offer this
to all kids in this situation?

MR, STEVENS: Sure. And I think that we were
t hi nking nore of, say, the physics or the cal cul us
where we'd offer the AP and not the regular. But M.
Shack may have nore to say on that.

DR GOTCHER: We'll wait for his response.

MR SHACK: What we would do, it would depend on
when the student cones in. |If they come in the
current year or the beginning of the school year, it
makes it easier for the nmaster schedule to be
created. But if that student cones in md-year, it's
very difficult to change our nmaster schedule for that
student. So fromthat point we could put the student
in the AP course but differentiate his instruction.
So we woul d accommodat e that student inside of the
cl assroom

DR GOTCHER  Thank you, M. Shack. | guess
that's it. Yeah. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer, do you have a
foll ow up question?

M5. PFEFFER | do. And sonething that M.

Barnes said made ne think of this. 1Isn't there
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already a nmechanism-- and it nmay be one of our pane
can answer this -- | believe we already have a
mechani sm for what they' re asking. Because
essentially it seens what they're asking is --
they're going to continue to offer regular courses in
t hose core areas unless they do not have students
sign up. So we already have a nmechanismif no
students sign up for the course where you woul d not
have to offer that course?

MS. BARNES: Yes, in the standards.

MR. STEVENS: Yeah. | believe we have to
conmuni cate with the ADE and seek perm ssion to do
t hat under current --

M5. PFEFFER  COkay. So do you feel that that is

too much of a barrier? |Is that why you would go

ahead and ask for this blanket waiver? | guess |I'm
just trying to understand -- there's already a
mechanismfor you to do that -- if the waiver would

really be necessary.

MR. STEVENS. So | think it would give us sone
-- interns of tineline and flexibility, especially
as we see a lot of change fromyear to year, just as
a charter and adding grades, that we could do it as
needed apart fromthat, the current mandates.

M5. PFEFFER  May | ask |ike what is our process
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if we're a school or district that's going to ask for
that waiver? Is it a fairly sinple process?

MS. BARNES: Yeah. Excuse ne. Yes, it's a
fairly sinple process. Basically though, we have to
insure that you have not encouraged students not to
sign up for the regular required course. Once you
have registration, if you have no students who have
signed up for that course and you'd like to teach an
AP course in its place, you request perm ssion to do
that to the Board and it's granted. It may be a
little extra work for the district to have to, you
know, create the paperwork, comrunicate with our
Standards Unit, and then us nake the recomendation
to the Board that they be allowed to count the AP
course as opposed to the regular course, so that it
does not inpact their accreditation status. But |
don't see it so cunbersone that it's not sonething --
especially in light of the fact that the conversation
here today is nore in line wth where the need, not
just as a general waiver to teach all courses that
they may desire to teach as an AP course.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester, any questions?

MR, LESTER:  No.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers?

MR. ROCERS: No.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo?

M5. LIVWO  No.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any -- Dr. Jones.

DR. JONES: Have you been teaching AP courses?

MR. STEVENS: No. At Northwest Arkansas, the
hi ghest grade there is 10th grade.

DR JONES: Ckay.

MR STEVENS: Yeah.

DR JONES: And so do they have in place a
wai ver ? Because ot her school s nust teach the four
core AP courses. The charter, | nean, they have to
teach four core AP courses. Do you have a wai ver not
to teach AP courses?

MR, STEVENS: |'I|l defer to M. Shack.

MR, SHACK: As of right now, we don't have a
wai ver not to teach AP courses but we have the waiver
to phase in the 38 courses. So we're adding our
course | oad as we add grades.

DR. JONES: | understand. Okay. So it is the
expectation you as you phase in that you have those
AP courses, which in place of a waiver that's what
you have to do. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any addi tional questions?
Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. |In looking at this idea of
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essentially -- with it being so broad, as it's worded
-- possibly replacing core classes with AP cl asses, |
do commend your performance and everything. | think
you have great nunbers there. In |ooking at your
student popul ation, | do have sone concerns. Your
speci al ed. population is around 2.3% as opposed to
the Bentonville district, which |I'mjust conparing,
as you stated, where the children cone fromis 10%
Your LEP percent is zero and free-and-reduced | unch
is 20. And so | would be concerned, and | woul d want
to nmake sure that all the courses for anyone that
woul d want to be able to attend woul d be avail abl e,
and it would not just be for those for who the system
is designed for, and would |like the opportunity for
nore students to be able to take advantage of sone of
the great things that you're offering. Can you
address any of the student popul ation concerns that |
have?

MR STEVENS: 1'Il let M. Shack answer that.

MR. SHACK: Wth it being a school of choice, we
currently allow all students who want to enroll into
the charter school to actually enroll. W don't put
any restrictions on students that want to cone in,
and as students cone in we acconmpbdate them based on

every need that they may need. So it's kind of hard
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for us to -- kind of hard for us to predict what
popul ation is going to cone into our school.

DR SAUNDERS: | can understand that. And |
guess ny question would be: by elimnating some of
the core classes would that not then be a barrier for
sonme students who may want to enroll?

MR SHACK: | don't think it's a barrier because
we're not going to not give a student a course that
he really needs. W wll always serve our students
and give themthe instruction that they need to be
successful .

DR. SAUNDERS: Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any addi tional questions?
Ms. Clay, are there any remaining issues?

M5. CLAY: No.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: At this tinme | will accept
a notion fromthe Panel.

M5. PFEFFER | nmake a notion to deny the
request for the amendnent.

DR JONES: 1'll second that.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: W have a notion by Ms.
Pfeffer and a second by Dr. Jones to deny the request
for amendment for Northwest Arkansas Cd assical
Acadeny. All those in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
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CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? Motion
carried. W'Ill take a nonent for you to wite your
reasons and then we'll go around and report those for
t he record.

Dr. Cotcher.

DR GOTCHER: Alnobst. | have a little nore to
conpl et e.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones, |'Il start with
you.

DR JONES: | voted in favor of the notion to

deny the amendnent because there's already a
mechanismin place to acconplish what you want to do.

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR LESTER | voted for the denial because the
process is currently in place to change to AP courses
if no student registers.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

M5. LIWMO | voted in favor of denying the
wai ver request because there is a nechanismin place
to do what you want.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER | nmde the notion based on that
reason and al so out of concern for students in that
they -- there needs to be that assurance that the

courses would be offered and this would -- this
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mechanismbrings it to an option of not offering if
students do not choose it. |I'mjust worried that a
bl anket wai ver woul d take away that choice for

st udents.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR. ROGERS:. | voted for the notion, along the
same |lines as everyone el se, because the opportunity
al ready exists through ADE to offer those classes.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the notion to
deny. Like everyone else, a mechanismis already in
pl ace to acconplish the goals presented, your request
is too expansive, and could preclude students
equi tabl e access to needed courses when enrolling in
t he school

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Cotcher

DR GOTCHER | voted for the notion to deny the
waiver. |I'mstill concerned about how -- | feel it's
still wunclear how increasing staff could be avoi ded

whil e providing what is necessary for current or
i ncom ng students. And furthernore, to coin the
phrase of Ms. Barnes, | also feel it appears too
expansive in this present form

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. | voted in favor of denying
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t he anendment for two issues: one, wth another
system al ready being in place; and nunber two, | fee
that it could limt the ability for some students to
t ake advantage of the opportunities.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

M. Stevens, | think you' ve heard the Panel
t oday --
MR STEVENS: | did.
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- and you under stand our

concerns. W are very concerned about any limtation
that m ght cause students not to enroll and to take
the opportunities available to them as well as the
clarity that we feel is needed to actually neet the
m ssion that you' ve set forth. So we appreciate your
-- any understanding --

MR STEVENS:. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- that you've gained from
this nmeeting.

MR. STEVENS:. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Good luck to you. Thank
you.

MR STEVENS:. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Do y'all need a break or
are we ready to go on? Ckay. Al right. Thank you,

Sir.
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A-3: REQUEST FOR OPEN- ENRCLLMENT PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOOL
AVENDMVENT: QUEST M DDLE SCHOOL OF WEST LI TTLE ROCK

MR. STEVENS: |'mhere again. |'mthe next --

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  You're the next guy.

MR. STEVENS: And if it pleases the Panel, the
next waiver is for the same thing but for Quest-
Little Rock. So I'mcontent with the answer that you
gave for Northwest Arkansas, and | don't know what
procedures you mnust follow.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. O ay?

MS. CLAY: They can either withdraw their
request for a waiver or you all can go ahead and vote
on the request. It's up to the charter school.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Stevens?

MR STEVENS. | don't necessarily see a purpose
in going through all of it again. And so if you
would like to vote nowor I'Il withdrawit -- | guess

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  It's your decision, sir.

MR. STEVENS: |'Ill w thdraw

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay.

MR. STEVENS: So, yes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al right. Thank you.
Action Item3 is withdrawn. |'msorry?

MR. STEVENS. M apologies. There is a second
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-- | didn't realize they were considered as one. W
woul d I'i ke to change our name and that is the second
part of this one.

MS. BOYD: Madam Chair --

CHAI RPERSON COFFNMAN:  Yes.

M5. BOYD: -- I'd just like to offer some
direction on the name-change.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

MS. BOYD: Some information. | spoke with
Carnmen Jordan and if you guys do approve the name-
change, it won't take effect until the change of the
school year, which wll be July 1.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  (Ckay. And which action
itemare we on, M. Boyd?

MS. BOYD: A-3 has two parts.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay.

MS. BOYD: Their amendnment request has two parts
toit. So one was the nane change and the ot her was
t he AP courses.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  (Ckay. So on Action Item 3
you' re wi thdrawi ng your request for the anmendnment
regardi ng the waiver, but you would still like us to
consi der the name-change?

MR. STEVENS. Very nuch so.

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. All right. Make
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your case for the nane-change.

MR. STEVENS: Quest M ddl e School of West Little
Rock woul d i ke to request the name-change to the
canpus so that the nanme fits the entire student body,
instead of the m ddl e school grades, as we continue
to add upper |evel grades per our charter agreenent
with the Arkansas Departnent of Education. The
requested name is Quest Acadeny.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al right. M. Barnes.

MS. BARNES: | just wanted to be sure that you
do understand that should this be granted today, as
Ms. Boyd said, because of all the various
recordkeeping and all of the pieces that go al ong
wth that, it would not take effect until the
foll ow ng school year?

MR, STEVENS: Yes, ma'am | understand that.

MS. BARNES: (Ckay.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her questions from
t he Panel ?

DR JONES: I'll nake a notion that we approve
t he name-change to Quest Acadeny.

MS. BARNES: Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, did you
second?

MS. BARNES: Yes.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  The notion has been nade
by Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Barnes to approve
t he name-change. Any discussion? Al those in
favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? The notion
passed.

MR. STEVENS:. Thank you very nuch

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: If you'll give us just a
second, we'll put that into the record.

Dr. Jones.

DR JONES: | voted in favor of the notion
because changing the nane from Quest Acadeny M ddl e
to Quest is appropriate due to the grade expansion.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR LESTER | voted for the nmotion to change
t he name. The nane-change will fit the entire
student body.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | voted in favor of the notion
because the name-change reflects the entire student
body.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER | voted in favor of the notion for

all the reasons |i sted.

32
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR ROGERS: | voted for the notion and concur
with what everybody el se has al ready said.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. | voted for, because |
didn't have any concerns and | support the ability
for you to make deci si ons when you can.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher.

DR GOICHER | voted for the notion to change
t he name because | felt acceptabl e reasons for the
change were present ed.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the notion
because it is an appropriate change.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Good | uck to you.

MR STEVENS:. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And we cel ebrate your new
nane.

MR. STEVENS:. Thank you very nuch

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

A-4: REQUEST FOR DI STRI CT CONVERSI ON PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOCL
AMENDMENT: BAUXI TE M NER ACADEMY

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al right. That brings us
to Action Item4. M. Boyd.

M5. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
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Board of Education approved the application for the
Bauxite School District to operate Bauxite M ner
Acadeny, on March 11, 2013. The charter is approved
to serve grades 7-12 with a nmaxi mum enrol | ment of
200. Representatives of the Bauxite School District
are appearing before the Charter Authorizing Panel to
request an amendnent to their current charter. Here
from Bauxite we have Tyler Tarver, who is the
Director of Curriculum Instruction and Feder al
Programs at Bauxite.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al those speaking for
Bauxite M ner Acadeny please stand and rai se your
ri ght hand, and anyone speaking in opposition. Do
you swear or affirmthat the testinony you are about
to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and
not hi ng but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON COFFVMAN: M. Tarver, you are
recogni zed.

MR. TARVER: Thank you. | thank you guys for
allowing ne to cone speak today. So far, things are
going very well at Mner Acadeny at Bauxite. W just
noticed an area that mght limt us in the future if
we continue to grow | i ke we've been doing every year

since we started. W' re requesting a waiver to waive
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our class size and the teaching limt for all grades
that we offer classes to, fromsection 10.02, for the
St andards of Accreditation -- I'msorry, | nuttered
that -- Standards of Accreditation. You guys know
that; you don't need nme to say it. A fewreasons it
woul d hel p, this would hel p our students to be nore
successful. Wth this waiver we -- some of us

al ready have -- we have an extended school day wai ver
where we can offer classes before or after school.
You know, that puts an extra class on a teacher that
m ght be already teaching nultiple classes. W don't
have to do this very often and we've been able to
acconmodate it in the past. You know, it usually
applies to sone of our AE students, you know, who are
trying to catch up, kids that are trying to graduate
on time, things like that, they need to take nore
classes. But this would help us have a little nore

| eeway than we've had in the past. Al so, we share
teachers with our high school because of where our
canpus is located, which is very beneficial. It
gives us sonme flexibility, you know, but in the case
of -- you know -- in the future, say, next year, if
sonme teacher | eaves, sone teacher conmes in, certain
certifications happen, this allows us to maybe have a

teacher fromthe high school who's there nore of the
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day than they are at M ner Acadeny; they could cone
in and help with those, you know, before or after
school waivers or maybe during the school day if we
have to accommodate certain kids. It just fluctuates
quite a bit year-to-year with what students we get
and what they need. Wth asking teachers to teach
nore students, you know, we don't want it to take
away fromthe education or the instruction process.
But while it's not less of a workload, it's a

di fferent workload for teachers, because our teachers
do a lot of preparation in the sumer and they
deliver a lot of the curriculumthrough an online
portal and through that, blended |earning. And then
alot of the -- the way the instruction is delivered
and the way the teachers are able to help the
students it's a different workload. So sone teachers
t hat we've been able to, you know, kind of figure out
"this works with this teacher, this teacher works
better at M ner Acadeny," they're able to kind of
work better and help nore students than maybe a
normal teacher would or sone teachers in that
situation. Al so, a good portion of our students are
credit recovery students, so a lot of the students
have already sat through the class. You know, they

may have m ssed too nmany days or for one reason or
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another they didn't get the credit for the course.
And so a lot of themdon't need quite as nuch teacher
gui dance or instruction or help because they knew the
material; they just for one reason or another didn't
pass the class. So it requires |ess on the teacher
with regards to that percentage of students that we
have for credit recovery. And also we are not --
we're not over-sized in any of these capacities. W
al so have two paraprofessionals that allow, you know
us to help and nonitor and assist, but we, you know,
we don't attach students to them because of their
position and their certifications. And so our goa
is for this not to be an issue. You know, as we
continue to grow we can start bringing in nore
t eachers and have the teachers there for nore periods
of the day. So we don't want it to be, but in case
it is we don't want to have our students limted
because of this. So thank you guys again for
listening to me and |' mnore than happy to answer any
guestions you have.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, we'll start
W th you.

MS. BARNES. Yes, sir, thank you for your
presentation. Mner Acadeny is 6-12?

MR. TARVER Yes, ma'am 6-12, yes. On paper,

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- October 15, 2015

38

it said 7-12 but whenever you guys granted us | think
it was 6-12.

MS. BARNES: | was thinking it was 6-12.

MR, TARVER: Yes, nma' am

MS. BARNES: | recalled sone work with it
earlier in the year. But | guess ny question is:
since we did recently have legislation that allows
for a teacher in grades 7-12 to exceed the maxi mum
| oad with conpensation, where does that enter into
this particular type of an anendnent request? And
there are other mechanisns for credit recovery, so --

MR. TARVER: Yes, ma'am Well, currently, wth
our -- the way our school is set up, this is our best
option for kids with credit recovery on that point.
So I"'mnot sure -- I'mnot conpletely positive on the
options you're talking about. But with regards to
that recent statute that cane in, | think is the
t erm nol ogy, we plan on conpensating our teachers
even wth this waiver. W don't have any problem--
if the teachers are doing nore work, we don't m nd
conpensating themfor it.

MS. BARNES: And |I'm confused then about the
request for the waiver. Furthernmore, M ner Acadeny
is an alternative learning environment. Correct?

MR TARVER Yes, nmm'am
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BARNES: An AE?
TARVER:  Yes, ma'am
BARNES: kay. Thank you.

29 35

TARVER:  Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR SAUNDERS: Yes. Followi ng up on what M.
Barnes was saying wth the Act 993, and it was
specifically that there would be conpensation for
t hose teachers in excess of 150 as well as
instructions on howto do that. And so any kind of
wai ver | would presune to be a waiver fromthis new
law, so -- on the 150 aspect, not on a particular
cl ass si ze.

MR TARVER  Ckay.

DR SAUNDERS: And so do you still see the need
to have a waiver fromthe nunber of students taught
wi thin the day?

MR. TARVER: Well, | guess | would see what you
guys recommended. |If you think that it's not
necessary with that new change, then we're fine wth
not having it, if it's not necessary. W would just
conpensate our teachers accordingly. So it's up to
you guys.

DR. SAUNDERS: 1'll seek Counsel's opinion.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. O ay.
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M5. CLAY: It would really be up to the charter

school on how they're planning on structuring. So if

t hey already plan on conpensating a teacher if

t hey' re above the 150 class size, then the waiver

woul d not be necessary. |If they plan on conpensating

above their new requested 200

class size, then they

woul d need a wai ver of the class size standard but

t hey woul d not need a waiver of the act -- | have it

pulled up -- 993. Does that make sense? So, | nean,

it depends on how they want to structure it and at

what point the conpensation would cone in for extra

students.

DR. SAUNDERS: So do you
according to Act 993 or those
t eachi ng | oad?

MR TARVER  Yes, sir.

DR SAUNDERS:. kay. So
be needed. |Is that correct?

MR. TARVER: Yes, sir,

DR. SAUNDERS: kay. So
be needed on cl ass size?

MR TARVER Yes, sir.

pl an on conpensati ng

in excess of 150 on the

t hat wai ver woul d not

bel i eve so.

t he wai ver then woul d

DR. SAUNDERS: Okay. That's all | have right

now.

DR. JONES: Can the charter -- do you already
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have a wai ver for the ALE class size, 15-to-1?

MR TARVER No, ma'am | think we're stil
limted on that. It's 15 and then if we have a
par aprof essional it goes up to 17, | believe.
think we're still under that.

DR JONES: |Is that the waiver that they're
trying to seek here? Because class size for ALE s
are different. | think that nmaybe that's the waiver

isit?

MR TARVER. No. Because of our -- the way our
classes are set up they're in different -- because
not every student that's at M ner Acadeny is coded as
AE, so sone of the students are, you know, genera
education students. And they're not full-tinme
students at M ner Acadeny; they are taking a class or
two that they can't take at the high school. And so
it helps in those classroons, as well.

DR JONES: GCkay. Sumup the AE. Sone students

are coded as AE?

MR. TARVER  Yes.

DR GOTCHER: Only a fourth.

MR. TARVER  Yes.

DR JONES: Only what?

DR. GOTCHER A fourth of their popul ation.
DR JONES: Ckay. So they're still follow ng
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MR TARVER  Yes.
DR GOTCHER  That woul d be --
DR JONES: Regul ation?
MR, TARVER: Yes, nma' am
DR JONES: Ckay.
MR, TARVER Yes, ma'am W are.
DR JONES: | also have a question about -- can

you clarify for the online? Because | think this
speaks to workload for teachers too. Are they using
Virtual Arkansas or are they creating their own
online --

MR. TARVER. No, ma'am They're using -- we
went through Odysseyware and then our teachers went
in the summer and edited the courses to neet our
state standards and adjust them based on how t hey
want ed the course delivered. And so we took their
courses and it gave us essentially a skeleton for it
and then we were able to go in; it's very easy to
edit those courses. You can go in and add things

fromdifferent areas and then you can al so create

42

your own assignments, and so that's what our teachers

di d.
DR JONES: GCkay. And it blended along with

direct instruction?

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- October 15, 2015

43

MR. TARVER:. There's not as nmuch. It depends on
t he teacher and the course. Sonme courses are nore --
alot of times, if the teacher was able to get in the
summer and get that course set up the way they wanted
to -- alot of it is delivered through, you know,
vi deos either that they've recorded or that they
found that kind of deliver the lesson. And then a
lot of it is they walk around, help kids; they see a
kid did poorly, they go help them a |lot of one-to-
one, if they're not doing the blended stuff.

DR JONES: kay. Thank you.

MR. TARVER: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Before we nove forward, |
think I need to clarify what we're requesting.

DR GOTCHER That's exactly what | was going to
do.

MR TARVER. Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So | got a little lost in
this conversation

MR TARVER  Yeah

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Clay, Ms. Boyd, can
you help us to be very clear about the request today?

M5. BOYD: So as the anendnent request is
witten, they are requesting a waiver fromthe

St andards of Accreditation 10.02.5. And it seens
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l'i ke what we've said, because of the Act 993 that
they really are only needing the 45 students in the
cl assroomto have that classroom size waiver.

MS. BARNES: So, may | ask a question?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes needs to
clarify that.

MS. BARNES: Well, | nean, | didn't see the
cl ass size waiver one, so that --

DR GOTCHER It's enbedded.

MR, LESTER It's enbedded inside the --

MS. BARNES: ©Oh, okay. So, yeah, | saw the
10.02.5 which made me zoomin on 150. And | renenber
that M ner Acadeny does have students -- sonme are
regul ar students, sone are not, but, you know, it's
geared toward the AE environnent for many. Again,
|''mconcerned. |If we're tal king about a situation
now of a possibility of 45 students -- up to 45
students in a class, as opposed to the maximum 30 for
grades 7-12, then, again, it's a waiver that would
apply to anyone el se, even though Bauxite M ner
Acadeny is right -- it's pretty nuch right there in
Bauxite. But shoul d sonmeone -- students cone in --
and there is also a mechani smwhere you can go up
above -- it can exceed by three or so, and you don't

have | arge classes. So the discussion was nore in
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terns of the fact that you woul d have teachers from

t he high school who may teach a class, which would be
in excess of the 150. And since we're wthdraw ng
that part, |'m confused now about the real need for

the up to 45 students in a class. Can sonebody maybe

help me --
DR. SAUNDERS: | think | can clean that up as a
question. | think it would satisfy both of us. How

woul d increasing class size to 45 benefit the Kkids,
as opposed to a class size at a |ower |evel?

MR TARVER Well, it would allow us not to have
to turn kids away because we coul dn't acconmopdat e
themw th our facilities. You know, we have grown
over the past couple of years and the way our
classroons are set up, if we can -- you know -- we're
t al ki ng about opening up two of the classroons to
where there can be nore students in a class. And
that way the students could still take classes and we
woul dn't have to say, no, we have to have only 30
kids in here wth this one teacher that can nonitor
nore than just 30 students. And that would hel p us
quite a hit.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher.

DR GOTCHER  Madam Chair, |'m actually okay

with increasing to 45 if it's an environnent where

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- October 15, 2015

46

they're nonitoring an online curriculum --

MR TARVER  Yes.

DR GOTCHER: -- and as long as it doesn't
increase for our ALE students. According to your
data, only 11 of your 45 students are ALE kids?

MR TARVER  Yes, sir.

DR GOTCHER Ckay. So | wouldn't want to grant
anything to exceed that class size for those speci al
students. If we did grant the waiver for 45 -- |I'm
ki nd of asking Legal or the Panel or you, sir -- if
we increase to 45, would we also be all ow ng non-
online students -- in other words, would there be a
situation where 45 students showed up and they did
not need the online curriculun? O is that the only
primary curriculumthat you offer at M ner?

MR TARVER It's our primary curriculum

DR GOTCHER  Ckay.

MR. TARVER. And if not, it's very bl ended.

DR GOTCHER  And then, further -- maybe Lega
-- would that affect --

MS. BARNES: The other Bauxite --

DR GOTCHER: -- other -- yeah -- other charter-
i ke wai vers for other traditional public schools?
Wul d there be a caveat that says that you could do

45 with online curriculumbut not 45 wth direct
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instruction?

M5. CLAY: Ckay. It would only apply --
dependi ng on how you grant the waiver you could
stipulate that it only applies to online courses.

DR GOTCHER  Good.

M5. CLAY: As far as -- | think what you're
tal king about is other traditional schools com ng
before the State Board and requesting a simlar
wai ver. That only applies to open-enrollment charter
school waivers, and this is a district conversion.

So that waiver is probably avail able because -- well,
| don't know, it may al ready be avail able through an
open-enrol I nent charter school. The class size is a
relatively routinely granted waiver. But granting it
to the Bauxite district conversion would not then
open up any additional doors. And, also, that
process, as you know, has to go through the State
Board, so it's not an automatic grant for a
traditional school, even if it was an open-enrol | nent
charter school getting the waiver.

DR GOTCHER: Al right. Thank you.

MS. BARNES: (Ckay.

DR GOTCHER  Does that help you?

M5. BARNES: That hel ps ne trenendously.

Because nmy main concern was not so nmuch ot her
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districts as nuch as the district itself and the
ot her teachers, other classes at the high school, you
know, since this is the M ner Acadeny.

M5. CLAY: Oh, no. Yes. It would be specific
to Mner Acadeny. And you could even nake it nore
specific as only --

DR GOTCHER: Onli ne.

CLAY: -- online courses --
GOTCHER:  Yes, nm' am
CLAY: =-- within M ner Acadeny.

35 35

GOTCHER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Tarver, are you
agreeabl e to those conditions?

MR. TARVER: Sure. Sound great. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her coments or
questions? | have one and it's nore of a gentle
cauti on.

MR TARVER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And it's just that | can
certainly see having 45 students in the room al
wor ki ng i ndependently online and teachers and aids
novi ng around, assisting as needed. | would only
caution you to police yourself that you don't
overl oad so nuch that those kids are not successful.

Sonetines two in aroomis plenty if kids need
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assistance. So | would just ask you to really
caution -- to police yourself with that to insure

t hat those kids are being successful and that they're
getting the quality of education they deserve.

MR TARVER Yes, mn'am That's our nunber one

goal .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.

MR. TARVER: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any -- I'll entertain a
noti on.

DR SAUNDERS: |1'd make the notion to approve

t he waiver of class size to go to 45 for the Bauxite
M ner Acadeny for online courses.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And a second?

DR. GOTCHER:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders has nade a
notion and Dr. Gotcher has seconded that notion to
approve the anendnent for online, for up to 45
students. |Is that correct?

DR. SAUNDERS: (Noddi ng head up and down.)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any di scussion? All those
in favor?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? Motion

passed.
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MR. TARVER: Thank you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: I f you'll wait just a
noment, we'll have comments to go with that.

DR. SAUNDERS: | do want to make one coment. |
was | ooki ng at your -- on some of your nunbers and |
wanted to comrend you. | think I found it
interesting that in the Acadeny you have the sane
nunber of special ed. students as you have gifted.

MR TARVER Yes, sir.

DR. SAUNDERS: And so | see that as an
environment that's |ooking to serve all students.

MR. TARVER:. Thank you. Yes, sir. And we try
to catch them on whichever end of the spectrum or
anywhere in between. Thank you.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted for, in favor of the notion

to approve because | believe the vision of the
amendnment is appropriate for the nultiple
i nstruction.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher

DR GOTCHER: | voted for the anendment to
increase. | feel this anmendnent does not adversely
affect student achievenment. But | also share Madam
Chair's caution that 45 should not be a license to

becone the new status quo but that it should be --
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continue to nmake decisions that are best for kids.

MR TARVER  Yes, sir.

DR, GOTCHER: Dr. Jones.

DR JONES: | voted for the amendnent because
it's acceptabl e because instruction delivered online
allows for |arger class sizes.

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR, LESTER | voted for the anmendnent based
upon the notion; it's acceptable for online courses.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | voted in favor of the notion
because the online courses are appropriate for |arger
group online instruction.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER | voted for the notion because it
aligns with this school's goals and the online
programdelivery, and | believe that this was | ooking
to see how they can best provide services for those
students there.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: | voted for the notion because it
all ows the Bauxite M ner Acadeny to offer online
courses to nore students w thout having to turn back.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders.

DR, SAUNDERS: | voted for the notion because |
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believe it would allow the opportunity for nore
students to participate and still be in a manageabl e
envi ronment .

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN:  All right. Wwell,
congratul ations to you. W expect great things. And
pl ease renenber to think of us when you're ready to
share the great things that's going on in your
school .

MR TARVER Got it. Thank you, guys.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And thank you for serving
al | Kkids.

MR. TARVER: Yes. Thank you, guys, very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  All right. Let's take a
5- to 10-m nute break.

(BREAK: 9:35-9:48 a.m)

REQUEST FOR DI STRI CT CONVERSI ON PUBLI C CHARTER SCHOCL
AVENDMENT: ROGERS NEW TECHNOLOGY HI GH SCHOCL

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | f we can reconvene,
Action Item5, Request for District Conversion Public
School -- Public Charter School Amendnent, Rogers New
Technol ogy Hi gh School. M. Boyd, you're recognized.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. The State
Board approved the application for the Rogers School
District to operate Rogers New Technol ogy Hi gh

School, on January 14, 2013. The charter school is
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approved to serve students grades 9-12 with a nmaxi num
enrol I ment of 600. Representatives of the Rogers
School District are appearing before the Charter

Aut hori zi ng Panel to request an amendnent to the
current charter. And just as a heads-up, this
amendnment request does have two parts as well. And
we have Dr. Arbuckle here from Rogers New Tech to
speak with you

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: Al l representatives from
Rogers New Technol ogy Hi gh School and anyone speaki ng
i n opposition please stand, raise your right hand.

Do you swear or affirmthat the testinony you're
about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and
not hing but the truth?

(ALL W TNESSES ANSWERED AFFI RVATI VELY)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you. Dr. Arbuckl e,
you' re recogni zed.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you, Madam Chai r wonan.
Menbers of the Panel, | greatly appreciate the
opportunity to cone before you today and share a
little bit about the exciting things that are
happeni ng at Rogers New Technol ogy H gh School. As
Ms. Boyd indicated, we do have two parts to our
amendnment request and so, unless otherw se directed

by the Panel, 1'll work through the first piece,
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which is the enrollnment cap. And then after that
opportunity we'll work through the second piece as
wel | .

| believe you have access to a PowerPoint as
well. Qur anmendnent today, we're going to work
t hrough the first section, would be our enroll nent
cap. As Ms. Boyd indicated, we do currently have an
enrol I ment cap of 600. Wat you're seeing there is
you're seeing a picture of the northwest corner of
our building. That is an addition that was added to

the existing structure, and that is the opening, the

front door, if you wll, to Rogers New Technol ogy
H gh School. Just to give you a little context of
what we | ook |ike conpared to our district -- and |

think you woul d see that we are within just a few
percentage points in all of our areas. | would point
out that our English Language Learners, we actually
have nore English Language Learners at Rogers New
Technol ogy H gh School than the district has
denographically. W're fairly close with the speci al
education, as you can see, and the other nunbers
there as well.

Currently, we are in a building that houses two
parts. It's a former mddle school building and

within that building we house the Rogers New
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Technol ogy Hi gh School. You can see the square
f oot age there when we opened. W nade sone
addi tions; we nade sonme nodifications to the existing
building into the current space that we have
avail abl e that we are using, the 46,610 square feet.
Currently, the renmai nder of that building, the rest
of that building houses our ALE program The
district is currently |ooking for other space for
that ALE programso that, as you can see, the total
space that we will have available to us is over
123,000 square feet. And so that -- right now, we
are utilizing about 38% of the square footage in the
buil ding for our current enrollnment, which is 541.
We are asking the Panel to increase our enroll nment
cap fromthe current 600 to 900 and we are -- as a
district we intend to work the rest of our space
that's available to us as we nove ALE out and utilize
t hat space, recapture that space for Rogers New
Technol ogy Hi gh School .

| would entertain any questions at this tinme on
t he enrol |l ment cap.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. Any questions
regarding the enroll ment cap? Dr. Gotcher.

DR. GOTCHER Yes. Having been there just a

coupl e of weeks ago, the cafeteria -- the increase
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does not affect the capacity for the cafeteria to
serve the students?

DR ARBUCKLE: Actually, when we recapture that
space in the rest of the building we will actually
add the nore traditional commpns area that existed in
the -- that exists currently for the ALE, existed
previously for that building which was Kersey M ddle
School .

DR GOTCHER: So you'll capture some nore
cafeteria --

DR ARBUCKLE: Correct. W'Ill actually capture
nore cafeteria space; we'll actually capture sone
speci al areas, for exanple, the gymasium you know,
which we currently share with ALE, we'll recapture a
full kitchen space, those kinds of things.

DR GOTCHER: (Ckay. Weather permtting, the
ki ds want to be outside anyway, as you denonstrated.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. They really do.

DR. GOTCHER  Yeah. Al right. Thank you.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her questions? ||
entertain a notion regarding the increased enroll nent
cap.

DR JONES: | will nake a notion to approve the

enroll ment cap -- to increase the enrollnent cap for
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Rogers New Tech Hi gh School .

MS. PFEFFER:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: A notion has been made by
Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Pfeffer to increase the
enrol Il ment cap to 900. Any discussion?

DR JONES: | do just want to add that we had
the chance to visit and this is a picture of a highly
effective charter.

DR GOTCHER  Yes.

DR. JONES: They are diverse. \Wen you talk
about a Personalized Learning Plan, they did have
choices. |It's not creating a Personalized Learning
Plan with "here it is, this is what you're doing."

W had students that went off to NWAC to take
col | eges; we had students that were very nuch in
their career fields. And so they have the capacity
and they've done what a charter should do to be
successful. So I conmend you for your work there and
your | eader shi p.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

DR GOTCHER  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any ot her di scussion? Al
those in favor of the notion?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? The notion
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passed. If you'll give us just a nmoment, we'll have
our responses for the record.

Dr. Saunders, we'll start with you

DR SAUNDERS: G ve ne just a second. Yes, |
voted -- sorry. Yes, | voted for the notion. |
believe this would allow nore students the
opportunity to take part in a specialized |earning
envi ronment .

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Rogers.

MR ROGERS: | voted for the notion and it's due

to the fact the charter has been successful and
there's -- | don't have any concerns with allow ng
nore kids to attend.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

MS. PFEFFER This is a good opportunity for the
students and the district to grow. And it's obvious
fromthe data that Rogers is providing a unique
opportunity in a manner that all students have access
to participate.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO | voted for the motion. | didn't see
any issues with increasing the enroll ment cap.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Lester.

MR. LESTER: | voted for, to increase the cap,

i ncreasing the opportunity for Rogers' students to
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attend a successful charter.
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones.
DR. JONES: | voted for the notion. This is an

exceptional charter that truly serves a diverse
student popul ation. They need to expand to offer
nore students this opportunity.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher

DR GOTCHER: | voted for the anendnent to
approve the -- the notion to approve the amendnent.
The increase in cap size does not affect the ability
to effectively serve students -- and | do nean
"effectively.”

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: | voted in favor of the increase.
| see no adverse inpact to teaching and | earning of
t he students.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Congrat ul ati ons.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Let's nmove forward with
t he next waiver.

DR ARBUCKLE: Thank you. Can we have the
Power Poi nt agai n, please? The reason for this waiver
request -- currently, in our charter we have a waiver
on the class size from10.2.05. W asked the State

Board to grant that waiver during our initial inquiry
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for a class size of 35, but we did not increase, nor
are we | ooking to today, the teaching | oad of 150.
After the passage of Act 993, on August 31st, charter
| eaders, charter directors and superintendents
received an email fromthe Charter Ofice indicating
that with the passage of Act 993 there, to alleviate
any confusion that mght arise wth the standard
10. 02. 05 and Act 993, that we shoul d consider as
charter schools asking to extend our current waiver
to cover Act 993 as well. And so based on that emai
that we received fromthe Charter O fice and that
suggestion that brings us here today, we woul d ask
that we would extend the current waiver that we have
on class size for 35 to cover a waiver, if you wll,
from Act 993. Again, we're not changing the teacher
| oad; we're not asking to do anything differently
than what's in the current charter. W're sinply
trying to be clear as to with the new -- and respond
to the new | egislation.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Questions? Dr. Saunders.

DR SAUNDERS: Just to summarize, this would not
change any current practice that you're doing?

DR ARBUCKLE: It would not. And it would not
really, in ny view, change the current charter

ei t her.
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CHAlI RPERSON COFFVAN:  Any ot her questions? Dr.
Got cher .

DR. GOTCHER: Just for clarity. So what's the
reason for the waiver request? Remnd us of that one
nore time.

DR. ARBUCKLE: M/ understanding is, fromthe
Charter Ofice, was it was a suggestion to sinmply
insure that there was no confusion as to the waiver
with the new | egislation, Act 993.

DR GOTCHER  Ckay.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Perry, you're
recogni zed.

M5. PERRY: Mary Perry, Coordinator, Division of
Learning Services. | sent that email out after
consulting with Legal and everyone here, after that
new | aw was passed. That is the law that requires
extra conpensation when teachers teach over the
current loads. And the clarity -- well, the emil
actually stated -- it was not a concern that they
woul d have an issue wth our Standards Unit when that
went out; it was that this could help with any other
enpl oyment issue over not allow ng the conpensati on.
And we didn't really give | egal advice;, we said they
woul d want to consult their own attorney as well, but

t hat they should consider in fact doing this waiver.
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DR GOTCHER:  Gotcha.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Ms. Perry. Any
addi tional questions? Then I'l|l entertain a notion
if we have no additional questions.

MS. BARNES: | have one.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ch, we have a question.
Ms. Barnes.

M5. BARNES: |'msorry. |'mjust making sure.
| was trying to go back through ny mnd and | recal
us just having a conversation about conpensati on.
And so | just wanted to be sure that this would not
put us in a situation, in one respect, being
concerned about the |oad and teachers not receiving
conpensation if it's a greater |oad, and in another
respect allow ng the opportunity. | just -- can
sonebody help me weigh this back out? W just had a
conversation regarding Act 993 and conpensati ng
teachers at the higher -- at the upper grades if they
were teaching a larger |oad than the maxi num
allowable. And I"'mjust trying to nake sure |I'm
consistently hearing what we're doing here in this
particular -- what's different here?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Arbuckle, do any of
your teachers teach -- have | oads beyond 1507

DR. ARBUCKLE: No, ma'am They do not. And we
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are not -- we did not ask in the original charter
nor are we asking here today, to increase that
teaching load. W do not want to -- you know -- our

goal is to insure that every student receives a high
qual ity education and teaching |oad, and quite
honestly class size has a lot to do with that. And
so we are not asking to increase the teacher |oad
even by a student today.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And therefore, not try to
have a wai ver agai nst any paynents --

DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- to teachers?

DR. ARBUCKLE: Correct. Rogers has a history,
if a teacher is asked to do nore they are conpensated
for that. W are not asking that today.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

MS. LIWO He just -- he answered ny questi on.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ckay. Any additional --
Dr. Cotcher.

DR GOTCHER Did your legal teamor did your --
did | egal advice fromthe Rogers School District have
any words of w sdonf

DR ARBUCKLE: | did not have conversations with
our legal team But in conversation with Dr. Darr,

our school superintendent, who |I'm sure has vetted
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this, working wwth her for several years now, this
was her desire as well to follow the suggestion
through Ms. Perry's office to ask for this waiver
DR GOTCHER | guess I'mjust not sure why it's

necessary because you're not increasing. Is that --
am | alone in this?

DR. JONES: That's really -- | can speak to
t hat .

MS. BARNES: That's what |'m concerned about.

DR GOTCHER  Ckay.

DR JONES: And it's really us that brought this
action on. Any tine that there is a | aw that changes
that has something to do with one of their waivers,
then we ask themto cone back and address the Board.
So it really was our doing. W don't have concerns.

DR, GOTCHER:  Sure.

DR. JONES: They woul d not have done this
otherwise, if we hadn't asked themto do that.

DR ARBUCKLE: That's correct.

MS. BARNES: And | think that's where | was. |
understood that and | understand why as an agency we
would want to certainly alert anyone who may be
impacted. But in the rationale, since it did
identify Act 993, and since that would be granting

the opportunity to exceed the nmaxi mum w t hout
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conpensation, and since the district is saying that
they don't necessarily need that because they woul d
not be doing it, that was where | was comng from |
wanted to be sure | was understandi ng, hearing -- and
| do understand why you' ve cone before us today wth
it and certainly appreciate it. But | was concerned
about that. That's why | needed sone clarity.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo.

M5. LIWO | just need to nake sure that |'mon
t he same page as everybody else. What |'mhearing is
that you're already in conpliance with Act 993 as far
as conpensating teachers that have hi gher class
| oads?

DR. ARBUCKLE: To ny know edge, and M. Mbore
m ght be able to speak, | don't believe at the high
school |evel we have anyone who's teaching a | oad
above 150 --

MR MOORE: We do not.

DR. ARBUCKLE: -- in any of our buildings.

MR MOORE: We do not.

DR ARBUCKLE: This is -- ny understanding --
and, again, I'mnot a legal scholar and that's why I
hope Legal is here. But ny understanding is there's
really two parts to the Act 993. One is the teacher

| oad and then one was the class size. W are sinply
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trying to bring in line what -- with the new
legislation, bring in line our -- that |egislation
and the current charter. W believe that the current
charter allows us to do what we're currently doi ng:
class size of up to 35, which really I've only had to
do a couple of tinmes both years, and the teaching

| oad of 150. GCkay. M understanding, this is really
borne out of just a clarification process of Act 993
for us since -- and for any other charter, quite
honestly, that asks to waive the 30 seat count per
room

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer.

M5. PFEFFER  So your current charter allows you
to go up to 35 students in a class session. Correct?

DR. ARBUCKLE: Yes, nmm'am

MS. PFEFFER. Ckay. So, | have two questions;
one is for Legal. Do you feel like they need to have
this waiver, Ms. Cay?

M5. CLAY: (kay. The way |'m understandi ng what
they currently have is they have a waiver of the
entire section of the class size and teaching | oad
standard. So part of that is both the 150 teaching
| oad and the 30 class size. Wat |'ve heard them say
is they're not using that one-hundred -- they're not

using the teaching | oad side of that. |If they have
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no intention of going over that 150 teaching | oad
then they woul d not need a waiver. Now if they want
-- if they think they mght in the future, and they
don't want to conpensate in accordance with Act 993,
then they woul d need the waiver.

MS. PFEFFER So, in essence, this waiver could
be waiving the Act 993, except they stated they don't
want to do that?

M5. CLAY: Well, the waiver they' ve requested is
Act 993.

MS. PFEFFER. (Ckay. So that was what they
requested in the waiver. But, Dr. Arbuckle, you do
not want to waive Act 993. |Is that correct?

DR ARBUCKLE: No. Qur intention is not to
wai ve the act as far as, you know, conpensating
t eachers.

MS. PFEFFER  For the going over 150 maxi num
| oad?

DR ARBUCKLE: Correct. Qur intentionis to
just make sure that the 35, that we currently have a
wai ver for, is still covered, if you will, with the
new | egi sl ati on.

DR. GOTCHER: | understand.

M5. PFEFFER  Yes. So can we help them and us

under stand? Because this is obviously a quality
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school ; they're doing what they need to do for kids,
which is why we've just increased it to 900. So |
just -- if we can help nake sure that what they've
articul ated we can do?

MR BIGGES: | think --

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: M. Biggs, if you'll --

MR BIGGS: Cory Biggs, Staff Attorney. | think

what we were thinking when we prepared the letter
that went out to every charter that already had a

wai ver fromclass size, even if they weren't using
it, was that it would be a good practice for themto
cone in and request a waiver fromAct 993, the
conpensation portion, just in case they ever see a
day where they need to use it in the future. Because
if they use it one tine, years down the road, the

wai ver that they already have from cl ass size, and

t hey do not conpensate, at that point then they m ght

run into an issue with 993. So this is really just a

safeguard to cone in for a rainy day. | don't know
if that hel ps.

DR SAUNDERS: | want to followup on that. As
| read 993 -- and | may be wong -- | did not see it

addressi ng cl ass si ze.
MR BIGGS: Well, no. |It's not for the 35

students; it's for the total, the 150. But they al so
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have a wai ver from 150 on record already, and so we
have requested -- the Charter O fice sent notice out
t hat anyone who had that 150 wai ver cone in and add
the wai ver from993, just in case.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So, let ne restate what |
think | heard you say, is they are just updating what
t hey al ready have a waiver for to include the nost
current |egislation?

MR BIGGS:  Yes.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Bar nes.

MS. BARNES: Okay. And | get that. Because 993
-- because basically they have -- they already have
t he waiver to exceed the 30; they already have the
wai ver to exceed the 150. In the neantine though,

t here has been legislation passed that said if you're
going to exceed the 150 you need to conpensate
teachers. They have -- the district is stating that
they in no way intend to ever not conpensate teachers
if they are in excess of it. And so I'mtrying to
determne why -- I'mhaving difficulty granting the
wai ver to the 993 part because then it would free up
t he conpensation. There's no -- there is already no
issue with the 35 students. That's what's hangi ng ne
up, is what |I'm saying.

DR ARBUCKLE: And just to be clear, in the
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current charter -- because | have a copy of that
here, nunber 12, Section G -- we were very clear that
we only asked to waive the class size. And so | see
this as a contract between us and you and the State,
and we were clear when we said we requested a waiver
for the requirenent of an individual class size limt
of 30, extending class size up to 35; this would
allow us nore flexibility. The last |ine of that:
teachers will not be assigned nore than 150 students.
That still stands for ne.

MS. BARNES: (Ckay.

DR. ARBUCKLE: Again, this -- we -- if |I'mjust
brutally honest, we felt like this was the direction
that we received fromthe Charter Ofice, "Please
cone back and -- it would be a good idea to ask for
this waiver," and we're sinply trying to do what
we' ve been asked to do.

M5. BARNES: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. O ay.

M5. CLAY: Ckay. | think I can sunmarize. |
don't think they need the waiver. | think y'all have
probably conme to that conclusion now. | w sh we
woul d have caught it before they made the drive from
nort hwest Arkansas. But they have said that they're

going to conply with the 150 requirenment. |f they
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were going to, even in the future, not conply with
that portion they' d have to conme back anyway because
of the way it was witten in their original charter.
Does everybody understand where we are? Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Arbuckle, are you in
agreement with that?

DR ARBUCKLE: 1'mgoing to say yes. Again, not
being a |l egal scholar, you know, anything -- the way
| see it, if this Panel decides that this is not
needed, if it's, you know, voted as such, then |I'm
going to go back to the original charter, which
clearly states that we can go up to 35 in a class,
which is what we're currently doing. And, you know,
if that comes back and sonebody says, "Hey, how cone
you don't have" -- I'mgoing to cone back to the
original charter and the information fromthis
nmeeting, the clarity given by Legal fromthat
st andpoi nt .

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Let me ask you this for
clarification. Wuld you like to withdraw or woul d
you like for us to take a vote?

DR ARBUCKLE: We'd like to withdraw that piece,
pl ease.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Then we' Il consi der that

wi t hdrawn. Thank you, sir.

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- October 15, 2015

DR. ARBUCKLE: Thank you.
M SCELLANEQUS BUSI NESS

72

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. That concl udes

our action itens. W do have sone busi ness before
the Commttee. Yesterday, at the end of our neeting
we did discuss a possible Decenber date and asking
charters that were on the Priority list to come
before the Panel. Ms. Boyd.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Madam Chair. As you can
see, | put in your folder for today, where you' ve
been pulling out those voting sheets | put in a
Googl e doc there to help facilitate our conversation.
You don't have it?

M5. BARNES:. | haven't seen anything.

MS. BOYD: Can you | ook at the folder, maybe

refresh -- well, | think we -- yeah, | sent it out.
Hang on.

DR GOTCHER |'msorry; what are we | ooking
for?

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: I n your folder for today.
DR GOTCHER: Ckay. | had it and | closed it.

MS. BOYD: And there should be a docunent inside

the CAP Priority School Hearings. Are y'all seeing
t hat ?

MS. PFEFFER. Wait a mnute.
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DR. SAUNDERS: Yes.
MS. BARNES: So | need to refresh it.
DR JONES: Well, is this the same origina
fol der, Al exandra?
M5. BOYD: It was the sanme fol der for today.
DR JONES: Ckay.
M5. BOYD: | see sone of y'all are popping up
DR. GOTCHER  Ch, under Google Docs. |'msorry.
M5. BARNES: So basically we need to close it

and reopen it?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes; if you'll refresh it.

M5. BOYD: Make sure you're in the folder for
10/15. | can send it to you again.

M5. BARNES: | can do it; | can do it. | just
have to go back

DR SAUNDERS: It's there.

M5. BARNES: All right. | just needed to go
back. |'mthere.

M5. BOYD: (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So | think the questions
before us are do we want to hear from everyone on
this list -- and if so, we'll need to set dates and
then set a list of data that we would |ike those
districts to bring before us. |Is that correct, M.

Boyd?

73
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MS. BOYD: Yes, that would be correct. So as
you see on the docunent, | put kind of summary
i nformati on about the schools that are on the
Priority list. You have two district conversions and
t hen four open-enrollnments.

M5. BARNES: (kay. So all of these are
Priority?

MS. BOYD: Uh-huh, the bottom 5% Yes, nma'am

M5. BARNES: We didn't put any academ c distress
on here?

MS. BOYD: Well, the academ c distress charter

schools | believe are already on here.

M5. BARNES: Well, | figured they probably are
MS. BOYD: Unh- huh.
M5. BARNES: -- but | think we had maybe one or
t wo.
M5. BOYD: Blytheville and Covenant Keepers are
M5. BARNES: The two. Yeah
M5. BOYD: -- the academ c distress. Yes,
ma' am

MS. BARNES: They're both -- okay.
CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: | apol ogize; | didn't hear

what you sai d.
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M5. BARNES: Blytheville and Covenant Keepers
are not only Priority but they are al so academ c
di stress.

MS. BOYD: There's already a note on the
Bl yt hevill e school and an add-on to the Covenant
Keepers that it's academ c di stress.

DR SAUNDERS: 1'Il make a notion to bring back

all the schools listed as Priority and see them on
Decenber 16th and/or 17th.

DR JONES: Can | make a request? | have a
previous commtnment for co-op on that Wdnesday, on
Decenber 16th. Can we limt it to the 17th or the
18t h?

DR. GOTCHER  The 17th is good for ne.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Are you anending ny notion?

DR JONES: | am asking to amend your notion to
the 17th.

DR SAUNDERS: So anended.

DR JONES: Second.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  (Ckay. So we have a notion
by Dr. Saunders and a second by Dr. Jones to ask all
of the schools listed on Priority status -- all the
charter schools listed in Priority status to cone
before us Decenber 17th and 18th -- 18th, as needed.

DR GOTCHER Is there a protocol for the 5

Sharon Hill Court Reporting
(501) 847-0510






© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © 0O N o o0 M W N Rk O

- October 15, 2015

76

m nutes, the 20 m nutes, and questions? |Is that --
is there a set protocol for that, Ms. Cay?

MS. CLAY: Yes. You have hearing procedures and
it's the sane basically as you followed today and
yest er day.

DR GOICHER  Sure.

MS. CLAY: It's 20 mnutes and 5 m nutes
rebuttal.

M5. BARNES: (Good question. | was trying to
remenber; we don't have them com ng back before the
academ c distress committee al ready, do we, before
this time?

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  We do not .

M5. BARNES: kay. | just wanted to be sure.

DR. SAUNDERS: I'd recomrend we | ook at three on
each day.

MS. BARNES: | will say that | have a comm t nment

on the 18th, about m d-day.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Al'l right. W have a
notion on the floor. Any additional discussion?

DR JONES: | do. |I'msorry; one nore comment.
They will have access to their PARCC data, so we'll
have anot her measure by that time. So we ask that
they bring sone of that do the Board too.

M5. PFEFFER  Well, and what | was going to ask
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is if we could provide maybe sonme instruction or
guidelines for the conversation so that it doesn't --
| think for ne it's going to be about -- based on the

fact that you have a charter and each charter is
going to look a little different, | thought it's
inmportant to | ook at the student performance and
growmh in that charter and | ook at -- then | ook at
t he waivers they may have, the goals of their
charter, and be able to be, of course, very
prescriptive in how we | ook at things in terns of are
you neeting the goals of your charter and what are
t he wai vers that you have and how do you know those
wai vers are working. And so, that way, | would |ike
to see us maybe devel op sone kind of docunent to send
t hem where they can plan how they' re going to respond
and that will help us facilitate the conversation
wi thout it being just w de-open and open-ended where
we really don't get down to answers.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | think that's what M.
Boyd woul d like for us to do here on this docunent.

MS. PFEFFER  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any addi tional discussion?
All those in favor -- oh --

M5. CLAY: One thing | would nention on this

docunent, your hearing procedures call for Departnent
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staff to actually do the first presentation of 20
mnutes. Howthat's typically been handled in the
past is we have not, unless specifically requested.
We provide the information but don't actually do a
presentation. |If you would like individuals here at
the Departnent to present any material or be
avai |l abl e for questions, if you'll let us know that
as wel |.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d assune, Ms.
Barnes, that, because these are on the Priority list,
that Dr. Wlde will have 45-day plans and be ready to
give us an update. Wuld you agree?

M5. BARNES: |If he's listening, no. But if not
-- yes, I'lIl have Dr. Wlde available as well as M.
Louis Ferren, if possible, since he's our Systens
Coordi nator in School Perfornmance.

MS. PFEFFER | think just a short presentation
for each one giving us kind of just a picture of --
because, you know, sone of these charters have been
in place for a long time and we don't necessarily
know what went into the devel opnent of those
charters. So just a -- even a short summary before
each one woul d be hel pful.

MS. BARNES: Well, now that --

CHAlI RPERSON COFFVMAN: A brief history of the
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charter fromthe Charter Ofice, in addition --

M5. PFEFFER Right. And the work of the School
| mprovenent office, so just --

MS. BOYD: Ms. Pfeffer, are you wanting the sane
information |ike we provide in the background
docunents we' ve been giving?

MS. PFEFFER: | don't -- it doesn't have to be
anything | ong and detail ed.

MS. BOYD: Ckay.

MS. PFEFFER But just -- |'mthinking, you
know, a 5-m nutes overview of the charter and then a
brief update fromthe School |nprovenent office as to
what's been going on and the responsiveness t hat
t hey' ve seen fromthe schools or inprovenent that
t hey've seen, and then tinme for the charter to give
us that data. And, again, just sone things that we
can -- | think we're going to need to nake some
deci si ons.

M5. BOYD: (kay.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Are we ready to take a
vote on the notion? And then we can followup with
addi tional --

MS. BARNES: Wth additional dates, right?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  The notion was to call al

of the |listed charter schools, the schools that are
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in Priority, before this Panel Decenber 17th and
18th. And we'll work on -- Ms. Boyd wll work on an
agenda. All those in favor of the notion?

( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed? Motion
passed.

If we'll take a noment, a couple of things that
| heard us say -- | just want to kind of recap -- on
t hose dates of the hearing that we will begin with a
brief overview of the charter itself, M. Boyd.

MS. BOYD: Unh- huh.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And that will include when
the charter was granted, if there have been renewal s,
the m ssion of the charter, the waivers that
currently apply to that charter, and just sone
general information. |'massum ng probably that you
have visited all of those.

MS. BOYD:  Unh- huh.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  So just sone general
i nformati on about those charters, because each one of
t hem have a uni que plan --

MS. BOYD: Right.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- to serve students. And
then, follow that by a report from School

| nprovenent, based on their report say of current --
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of what they've experienced with those school s.

M5. BOYD: (kay.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  And then as we nove toward
what we want the schools to bring us, what
informati on woul d you expect to hear fromthe schools

t hensel ves?

DR. SAUNDERS: | think one thing specifically
fromthe schools, 1'd like to see -- we have -- first
of all, we have data within our agency that we woul d
need, such as, | believe, performance on state

assessments, |ooking at possibly five years. So the
end- of - school performance report but taking that into
consideration with plans for inprovenent -- and by
that, in particular, historical work they have done
in the past to address sone of the deficiencies and
what their plans are for the future.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d add to that what
t hey' ve done in the past and how it has worked.

DR. SAUNDERS: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  What those results were.

MS. PFEFFER  And what data.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  \What data has supported
that as they nove forward.

DR GOTCHER: And |I'd like to also ask themto

present how they continue to becone -- remain
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i nnovative, because the original application and the
original mssion and vision may have been an

i nnovative nethod at the time. And as technol ogy and
t eachi ng nmet hods have i ncreased, have noved forward,
|'d like to know how t hey are naintaining an

i nnovative process for educating students.

DR. SAUNDERS: Al so, conparative data with the
surrounding districts would be beneficial.

DR. GOTCHER: And that shoul d be avail abl e,
shouldn't it?

DR SAUNDERS: Yes.

DR GOTCHER  Yeah.

DR SAUNDERS: \Which we can access.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Boyd, if you would
reference those charter schools back to 6-23-102, the
| egislative intent of the Quality Charter School s
Act, there are six itens listed that they probably
need to address. Wuld you agree?

DR. GOTCHER One nore tine, please.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  The charters would need to
address these six itens.

DR GOTCHER: Onh, the six legislative intents?

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes.

DR GOTCHER  Good suggesti on.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  As in relation to where
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they are today, currently, so that we can insure that
t hey' ve not gotten off track with the mssion. Any

ot her comments or reconmmendati ons?

MS. BOYD: | have a question. On renewal
docunents we're currently asking for, | guess, sonme
of the non-academ c aspects of the school. | don't

know i f you guys want to consider that or not. So,
for instance, about discipline rates and how t hat
m ght be affecting -- so, for instance, if they're
suspending a | ot of students, those students aren't
in class; howis that affecting those kinds of
t hi ngs.

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d agree; any data
t hat supports their serving students. | think as you
can tell fromthe conversations the |ast tw days,
we're very concerned that they're serving all the
students. So | need themto explain to me why they
are an effective charter school in the state of
Arkansas; in light of their Priority status, really
explain to ne why you are an effective charter. And
"Il just say Dr. Saunders and | attended the
Aut hori zers Conference in New Ol eans and that was
one of the things that was really pressed upon us,
was to keep effective charters, support effective

charters but close down ineffective charters because
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it was not serving the needs of students. And that
came fromthe Charter Association itself, and so
think that is our due diligence to insure that we
have only effective charters for the State of

Ar kansas.

| f you think of something that we've left off
today, if you wll contact Ms. Boyd directly and
share that with her, I'msure she'll be in contact
with all of these schools. Any additional coments,
questions, concerns, thoughts?

DR. GOTCHER:  Thi nki ng of the anount of
information that we've requested, | think the three
days -- or three schools for each day is now quite
appropriate. So | think we're headed in the right
direction. | just knowthat's a lot of information
but I think we have a great responsibility to hear
all of that too. So, that's just a coment.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN: | woul d add one thing to
that, is because this is Cctober and we're asking for
that presentation in Decenber and everything that
we' ve addressed is sonething they should be
addressi ng every day --

DR GOTCHER  That's true.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  -- | woul d expect that the

majority of the presentation will be |loaded into the
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NOVI S agenda ahead of tine. So if | can read it, see

their PowerPoint slides, see their data charts -- if
everything is put together, I don't think the
conversation woul d have to go extrenely long. It's

either there or it's not there.

DR. GOTCHER  Good suggestion, Madam Chair.

DR. JONES: That's a good point. And when they
deliver itens the day of, we can't give themthe
attention they deserve. | know that it hasn't -- |
haven't been able to.

CHAl RPERSON COFFMAN: Wl |, it speaks of the
| ack of organization, which is an issue, in ny mnd,
regardi ng effectiveness or ineffectiveness.

DR SAUNDERS: | think that we just -- would it
be fair to say -- to ask for the schools to submt
their presentations by Decenber 1st?

DR GOTCHER It's a nonth-and-a-half. | think
that's appropriate.

DR, SAUNDERS: | think nmuch of the information
will be comng fromus as well, and | do want to
extend my support and ny division; if there's any
data or anything that we could assist with, don't
hesitate to |l et us know.

M5. BOYD: Wuld you have a problemw th noving

it to Decenber 2nd, just because that's a Wdnesday
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and that's usually when -- that's when they're used
to submtting thing?

DR SAUNDERS: No probl em

CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Boyd, we will also
count on your expertise on anything that you believe
is mssing or has been |left off that you wll add.

M5. BOYD: Ckay. Thank you, Madam Chair

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Anyone el se?

DR. SAUNDERS: | do. | just want -- | want to
t hank the Charter School -- thank everybody who works
on everything, and Legal, and Communi cati ons and
everything, because y'all do a lot of work getting
ready for this. W do realize that and we appreciate
that; very well organized and all the data is there
that we need, and | appreciate all that y'all do.

MS. BOYD: Thank you, Dr. Saunders.

DR GOTCHER 1'd agree.

CHAlI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Panel, and
t hank you to anyone who's still with us today at
10: 30.

Wth no additional comments, this nmeeting -- |
wi || accept a notion for adjournnent.

DR GOTCHER:  So noved.

MS. BARNES: Second.

DR JONES: Second.
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CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. CGotcher and Ms.
Barnes. Al those in favor?
( UNANI MOUS CHORUS OF AYES)
CHAI RPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you very nuch.

(The meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m)
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              1                       P R O C E E D I N G S 


              2                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ladies and Gentlemen, the 


              3            October 15, 2015 meeting of the Charter Authorizing 


              4            Panel is called to order.  I'd like to welcome 


              5            everyone to the Arkansas Department of Education.  


              6            Please silence all of your electronic devices.  As we 


              7            begin our work today, I will ask that if you're 


              8            coming to the microphone to be sure to speak clearly 


              9            so that we, the Panel, may hear you and also because 


             10            the meeting is being recorded and live-streamed, and 


             11            so that our audience may hear you as well.  Please 


             12            state your name and your title when you come to the 


             13            microphone, for the record.  I would appreciate that 


             14            very much.  All right.  Ms. Clay, if you will come 


             15            and explain the process for today? 


             16                 MS. CLAY:  Good morning.  Kendra Clay, General 


             17            Counsel for the Department of Education.  The hearing 


             18            procedures today are going to be the same as 


             19            yesterday.  All persons, with the exception of 


             20            attorneys, will need to be sworn in.  The charter 


             21            school seeking amendment will then have 20 minutes to 


             22            explain the amendment they're seeking.  Any parties 


             23            opposed will have 20 minutes after that, and then the 


             24            charter school will have 5 minutes for rebuttal and 


             25            closing.  You'll follow that with discussion and 
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              1            questions.  And you may take a vote today or take the 


              2            matter under advisement and vote at a later meeting 


              3            and ask the charter school to come back with 


              4            additional information or get technical assistance 


              5            from the Department.  Just like yesterday, you have a 


              6            Google doc where you will type in your vote and the 


              7            reason for your vote.  We're doing this to make the 


              8            State Board review of your decision -- to give them 


              9            more information on whether they would like to review 


             10            your decision or not.  On the pages today, there are 


             11            multiple spaces in the event you need to take 


             12            multiple votes on a particular amendment request.  


             13            Some of the charter schools have asked for a couple 


             14            of different amendments.  And if you want, you can 


             15            take them as one vote together, but if you wanted to 


             16            split them up the sheet reflects that.  And if we 


             17            need to go through that again when the time comes, 


             18            I'll be happy to help.  Does anybody have any 


             19            questions? 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And, Ms. Clay, as the 


             21            directions you gave us yesterday, is today a 


             22            negotiation of those amendments? 


             23                 MS. CLAY:  Yes.  Just like yesterday, anything 


             24            that the charter school says or agrees to today that 


             25            is different than what is in their written materials 
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              1            they will be held to and it will become part of the 


              2            amendment to their charter contract.  So, yes, it is 


              3            basically a contract negotiation, just like the 


              4            application hearings yesterday. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Ms. Clay. 


              6  A-2:  REQUEST FOR OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 


              7  AMENDMENT: NORTHWEST ARKANSAS CLASSICAL ACADEMY 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  Action Item 1 


              9            has been pulled from the agenda, so let's begin with 


             10            Action Item 2, Request for Open-Enrollment Public 


             11            Charter School Amendment: Northwest Arkansas 


             12            Classical Academy.  Ms. Boyd, you are recognized. 


             13                 MS. BOYD:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  The State 


             14            Board of Education approved the application for the 


             15            Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy on November 1, 


             16            2012.  The charter is approved to serve students in 


             17            grades K-12 with a maximum enrollment of 685.  


             18            Representatives of Northwest Arkansas Classical 


             19            Academy are appearing before the Charter Authorizing 


             20            Panel to request an amendment to their current 


             21            charter.  Speaking on behalf of the Classical Academy 


             22            we have Christopher Stevens and we also have someone 


             23            on the phone to answer questions, if you need. 


             24                 MR. BRADBERRY:  Mr. Shack, Chris. 


             25                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Chris Shay? 
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              1                 MR. BRADBERRY:  Shack. 


              2                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Representatives from 


              3            Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy, please stand, 


              4            and anyone on the phone that plans to speak, if 


              5            you'll raise your right hand.  Do you swear or affirm 


              6            that the testimony you're about to give shall be the 


              7            truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 


              8               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.   


             10                 MR. BRADBERRY:  If you're listening online, if 


             11            you could turn your computer down; we're getting 


             12            feedback.  You can still watch but just make sure 


             13            that you turn the volume down.  Thank you. 


             14                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Stevens, you're 


             15            recognized. 


             16                 MR. STEVENS:  So we are seeking permission to -- 


             17            excuse me; let me open my notes here.  I'm sorry.   


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  You may want to start with 


             19            your name and title for the record. 


             20                 MR. STEVENS:  Christopher Stevens.  I'm Campus 


             21            Director at Quest Middle School of West Little Rock, 


             22            and I'm speaking on behalf of Northwest Arkansas 


             23            Classical Academy. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  Thank you. 


             25                 MR. STEVENS:  Sure.  So we would like a -- we're 
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              1            seeking a waiver to -- so that required -- that AP 


              2            courses would be part of the required 38 courses 


              3            under ADE regulations.  We would like to be able to, 


              4            for some courses, exchange the AP course for the non-


              5            AP course.  So we do have a -- there is a brief 


              6            PowerPoint -- 


              7                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay. 


              8                 MR. STEVENS:  -- if y'all would like to see 


              9            that. 


             10                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes. 


             11                 MR. STEVENS:  If you can advance the slide, go 


             12            ahead.  Oh, I have it here.  Okay.  I've never done 


             13            this before, as you can tell.  I don't know if this 


             14            is on.  Oh, it's off.  Okay.  All right.  So the 


             15            mission of Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy, they 


             16            are committed to providing our future leaders with a 


             17            college preparatory education focused on liberal 


             18            arts.  We will promote a rigorous academic program, 


             19            fostering intelligent curiosity, critical thinking, 


             20            virtuous character building, and a lifelong passion 


             21            for learning.  Charter schools are a school of choice 


             22            and we'll do all things possible to serve the 


             23            educational needs of our student body and the 


             24            community.  We want to provide the following to our 


             25            students: the opportunity to earn a year's worth of 
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              1            college credit prior to graduation from high school, 


              2            and also we want to provide our high school students 


              3            identified as high-achieving with opportunities for a 


              4            more rigorous curriculum.  As charter schools, we are 


              5            not staffed as -- we need fewer staff; I'll put it 


              6            that way.  And so it is at times difficult to offer, 


              7            say, an AP course and the regular course given the 


              8            number of teachers we have in our schools, and it 


              9            would -- so it would help in that regard.  We'd also 


             10            be able to get our -- offer our students the 


             11            opportunity to earn college credit and so also serve 


             12            our community.  There's quite a significant savings 


             13            for students who earn college credit in high school, 


             14            and we'd like to make that opportunity available for 


             15            our students. 


             16                 So this is a sample of what we might do.  We 


             17            would like to be able to, say, for example, with AP 


             18            U.S. Government and Politics to be able to offer that 


             19            instead of the regular U.S. Government and Politics.  


             20            So our students would take that course and then not 


             21            offer the non-AP version of that course.  So, but 


             22            this is a sample of what we would do. 


             23                 So that's everything on that. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Does that conclude your 


             25            presentation? 
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              1                 MR. STEVENS:  Yes, it does. 


              2                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Is there anyone here to 


              3            speak in opposition?  Any additional words from you, 


              4            Mr. Stevens, or from anyone on the phone? 


              5                 MR. STEVENS:  Not from me. 


              6                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  From the phone? 


              7                 MR. STACK:  No, not from me either. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  Then, 


              9            we'll start with questions from the Panel.  And, Dr. 


             10            Jones, I'll start with you. 


             11                 DR. JONES:  Good morning, Mr. Stevens. 


             12                 MR. STEVENS:  Good morning. 


             13                 DR. JONES:  The College Board has a philosophy 


             14            of open-enrollment in all of their AP courses.  Tell 


             15            me about the limitations on kids that come into your 


             16            program.  My concern is that you will have no regular 


             17            classes; you'll have only advanced placement work, 


             18            which does fit with your mission, your mission of 


             19            your charter.  But you also, in having that, must be 


             20            willing to open the doors to those that may not be 


             21            prepared for AP work.  Tell me about your plans for 


             22            that? 


             23                 MR. STEVENS:  So we provide a lot of support for 


             24            our students and we're going to offer -- we would 


             25            offer what our students needed.  So there may be 
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              1            situations at the higher level where we may do an AP 


              2            Physics instead of a regular Physics.  But this would 


              3            be something that at those higher level courses where 


              4            students would -- where there's some optional courses 


              5            that we would do just the AP. 


              6                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  Let me be more specific.  A 


              7            student comes in with a transcript of C's, not 


              8            exceptional work in the past.  Can he enroll in your 


              9            program? 


             10                 MR. STEVENS:  In the AP course? 


             11                 DR. JONES:  Uh-huh.  Well, isn't that all you're 


             12            going to have for some courses? 


             13                 MR. STEVENS:  For some.  So there's some courses 


             14            where we wouldn't do that, say, for English.  I mean, 


             15            there are always going to be students who need a 


             16            regular English course. 


             17                 DR. JONES:  Okay. 


             18                 MR. STEVENS:  And so that is -- you know -- that 


             19            is something that we would continue to offer. 


             20                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  So what would you do with 


             21            this student with a "C" background? 


             22                 MR. STEVENS:  Well, we would offer the courses 


             23            that student needs.  And if there are -- if they need 


             24            the regular course, that's a course we would offer.  


             25            And if we can support them and have them in AP, we 
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              1            would do that. 


              2                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  Thank you. 


              3                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer. 


              4                 MS. PFEFFER:  How many AP courses do you 


              5            currently offer at Northwest Arkansas Classical 


              6            Academy? 


              7                 MR. STEVENS:  I'm going to refer to Mr. Shack 


              8            for that question. 


              9                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay. 


             10                 MR. BRADBERRY:  Mr. Shack, did you hear the 


             11            question? 


             12                 MR. SHACK:  Yes.  Currently, there are no AP 


             13            courses being taught at Northwest Arkansas Classical 


             14            Academy.   


             15                 MR. BRADBERRY:  You're going to have to turn 


             16            your computer down because we're hearing a reverb of 


             17            what we're saying.  So if you could mute your 


             18            computer as you talk, I would appreciate that.  Thank 


             19            you. 


             20                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  So am I understanding that 


             21            currently you have not been teaching AP courses at 


             22            all? 


             23                 MR. SHACK:  Is that better? 


             24                 MR. BRADBERRY:  Yes, sir.  The question is: so 


             25            currently, you do not teach any AP courses at 
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              1            Northwest Classical Academy? 


              2                 MR. SHACK:  We have not.  We will offer our 


              3            first AP course.  We don't. 


              4                 MR. BRADBERRY:  Thank you. 


              5                 MR. STEVENS:  The highest grade currently is 


              6            10th grade at Northwest Arkansas. 


              7                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  So in your current charter 


              8            agreement, what is the plan for the addition of AP 


              9            courses in your current charter? 


             10                 MR. SHACK:  Right now, in the current charter we 


             11            are to stay with the 438.  I mean, we're adding those 


             12            courses with the plan to go forward. 


             13                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  So this current school year 


             14            you are not required to add any then for this 15-16 


             15            school year; it will be 16-17 before you're required 


             16            to add any AP courses.  Is that what I'm 


             17            understanding? 


             18                 MR. SHACK:  Correct. 


             19                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  And what courses do you 


             20            plan to offer in 16-17? 


             21                 MR. SHACK:  We have been working on a list.  I 


             22            would have to get that list for you. 


             23                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  And Mr. Stevens commented a 


             24            minute ago that there will always be some courses 


             25            where you would need to offer both the regular course 
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              1            and an option for AP.  How would that determination 


              2            be made as to which courses you would have to always 


              3            offer the regular option? 


              4                 MR. SHACK:  We would always offer the regular 


              5            options for all core subjects.  Even if we do an AP 


              6            course, like AP U.S. History, we would always offer 


              7            United States History because it's a core history 


              8            subject.  So it would be mostly based on what the 


              9            students sign up for.  But all core subjects as far 


             10            as science, math, English, social studies, would 


             11            always be offered. 


             12                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  And I may not be 


             13            understanding, but if that's the case would this 


             14            waiver be necessary? 


             15                 MR. SHACK:  It would, because we would run into 


             16            a lot of times where kids will sign up for, say, an 


             17            AP European history course and we might not have 


             18            students sign up for another history course as a core 


             19            subject.   


             20                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  I'm going to stop on my 


             21            questions because I think maybe Ms. Barnes can help 


             22            us out from here.  I'm sorry, Madam Chair. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes. 


             24                 MS. BARNES:  Thank you.  Good morning. 


             25                 MR. STEVENS:  Good morning. 
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              1                 MS. BARNES:  Annette Barnes.  And thank you so 


              2            much for your presentation.  I believe I was looking 


              3            at the presentation, at some samples of what courses 


              4            would look like.  It looked to me that you had 


              5            Algebra II, which would've been the standard course 


              6            under the 38.  But as opposed to teaching Algebra II 


              7            you would probably teach AP Cal -- I can't remember.  


              8            So I didn't get a chance to -- 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, would it be 


             10            helpful if we put that back up? 


             11                 MS. BARNES:  It would be helpful if I -- 


             12                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Kevin, could you put the 


             13            PowerPoint back up, please? 


             14                 MS. BARNES:  And part of the line of my 


             15            questions -- and let me just say this -- where do you 


             16            currently draw the primary bulk of the student 


             17            population from?  Which districts? 


             18                 MR. STEVENS:  Little Rock.  Little Rock School 


             19            District. 


             20                 MS. BARNES:  And Northwest -- 


             21                 MR. STEVENS:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'm sorry. 


             22                 MS. BARNES:  This is not Quest. 


             23                 MR. STEVENS:  Sorry about that.  So that's -- 


             24            I'll defer to Curtis on that. 


             25                 MR. SHACK:  The majority of our students come 
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              1            from Bentonville School District. 


              2                 MS. BARNES:  Okay.  So, and I did ask primarily.  


              3            So if the majority comes from Bentonville -- I'm 


              4            looking at the fact that should this amendment be 


              5            granted and you get this waiver then any other 


              6            district that you're drawing students from we have to 


              7            consider those things as well.  But along with the 


              8            question that I was asking about, the standard 


              9            schedule and what you would be teaching as opposed to 


             10            -- since you can already, if you have no students 


             11            signed up in the regular course, teach an AP course, 


             12            with permission and make that request, I'm hesitant 


             13            until I can hear a few more things about what you're 


             14            doing.  Because I support the mission of the school 


             15            but I also have to look at what comes after.  And if 


             16            you're not going to be teaching Algebra II, I'm still 


             17            waiting to see what those courses -- what that sample 


             18            --  


             19                 MR. STEVENS:  The course opposed to that on that 


             20            page is AP Calculus AB. 


             21                 MS. BARNES:  That's what I thought.  So what 


             22            happens with Calculus and how are you prepared to 


             23            teach the required six math's if you're going to 


             24            start out opening up into AP courses?  I'm just 


             25            asking these questions to determine what the plan is, 
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              1            if you would still -- if you would go ahead and teach 


              2            those in the required 38; how many courses are we 


              3            looking at of the required 38 that you would intend 


              4            to teach as an AP course.  Because, technically, by 


              5            granting this amendment you could pretty much just 


              6            decide, "Well, we're going to teach AP; wherever 


              7            there are AP courses we're going to teach those.  We 


              8            will not teach the regular courses."  And so because 


              9            of that, if you have students who are able to become 


             10            a part of the student population, you are not in a 


             11            position to provide them with the courses that they 


             12            may have been in prior to coming to your school.  And 


             13            since you are an accredited school you would need to 


             14            -- students -- you would need to honor some of that 


             15            transfer policy. 


             16                 MR. STEVENS:  Uh-huh. 


             17                 MS. BARNES:  And so, I mean, I'm a little 


             18            confused as to how you would meet the needs of 


             19            students that may want to come into the school.  I'm 


             20            also concerned about granting an amendment that would 


             21            allow for more than one AP course to count as your 


             22            required 38.  Would you open it up to any courses?  I 


             23            did understand that you will teach the core, the 


             24            English I, English II, English III, English IV, but I 


             25            also noted that the standard English 12 on the 
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              1            schedule showed the composition, I believe.  So I 


              2            need a little more information.  Because when we 


              3            grant a waiver like this with respect to core 


              4            curriculum classes, we have to look at additional 


              5            pieces and how many others would then have the 


              6            opportunity not to teach the required courses and 


              7            what that does for equitable access for all students 


              8            across districts as they enroll in another school 


              9            district. 


             10                 MR. STEVENS:  So I'll let Mr. Shack respond as 


             11            well, but where this would be helpful is if we had 


             12            computer science, for example, and if we wanted -- if 


             13            we could offer just the AP computer science and not 


             14            regular computer science.  And that would be an area 


             15            where this would be helpful. 


             16                 MS. BARNES:  Okay.  And I understand it could be 


             17            helpful all the way across the board in keeping with 


             18            your mission. 


             19                 MR. STEVENS:  Right. 


             20                 MS. BARNES:  I think what's giving me pause is 


             21            it could be all of your courses or as many courses as 


             22            there is an AP course. 


             23                 MR. STEVENS:  So it's worded too -- it's too 


             24            general or expansive. 


             25                 MS. BARNES:  I think it's too expansive. 
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              1                 MR. STEVENS:  Yeah.   


              2                 MS. BARNES:  Far too expansive for me right now.  


              3            Right now.  There may be some more detail that comes 


              4            out in the questions. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones. 


              6                 DR. JONES:  On the computer science, you 


              7            currently can offer the AP computer science.  There's 


              8            a Commissioner's Memo that has four that are 


              9            acceptable to meet the law and AP computer science is 


             10            one of those. 


             11                 MR. STEVENS:  Okay. 


             12                 DR. JONES:  I have an additional question.  In 


             13            looking at this today, whether this goes today or 


             14            not, my question would be: as you take on AP courses 


             15            and you offer weighted credit, is it your intention 


             16            to offer weighted credit for those AP courses for 


             17            your students? 


             18                 MR. STEVENS:  Mr. Shack, if you could respond to 


             19            that. 


             20                 MR. SHACK:  Yes.  The plan is that we will offer 


             21            weighted credit for those courses. 


             22                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  And within the law for you to 


             23            offer weighted credit, your students are required to 


             24            complete the course and your teachers are required to 


             25            have the proper training.  We define "proper 
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              1            training" as College Board training.  And so is it 


              2            your plan to have all of your AP teachers trained 


              3            within their College Board training? 


              4                 MR. STEVENS:  Yes. 


              5                 DR. JONES:  And is that true for both schools? 


              6                 MR. STEVENS:  Yes. 


              7                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  Thank you. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher. 


              9                 MR. SHACK:  Yes, that is the current plan to 


             10            have all of them trained.  Yes. 


             11                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Shack. 


             12                 DR. GOTCHER:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  Mr. 


             13            Stevens, I'm looking at the rationale for your 


             14            amended request.  I want to commend you for wanting 


             15            to offer a more rigorous curriculum.  But it also 


             16            says "without adding extra teaching loads to our 


             17            certified staff."  So I'm not sure -- to Dr. Jones' 


             18            example, if we see a student coming in that may excel 


             19            in the liberal arts but may struggle in some of the 


             20            core academic courses, I'm not sure how I can 


             21            visualize, having done master schedules before, how 


             22            it wouldn't increase your teaching load if you do 


             23            have to offer a regular class and, to Mrs. Barnes' -- 


             24            or Ms. Barnes' comment, receiving transfers.  You're 


             25            going to have to receive transfers of students that 
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              1            may not have been in any kind of an AP course.  So 


              2            can you or Mr. Shack address how you can not avoid 


              3            increasing staff if you want to be able to offer this 


              4            to all kids in this situation? 


              5                 MR. STEVENS:  Sure.  And I think that we were 


              6            thinking more of, say, the physics or the calculus 


              7            where we'd offer the AP and not the regular.  But Mr. 


              8            Shack may have more to say on that. 


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  We'll wait for his response. 


             10                 MR. SHACK:  What we would do, it would depend on 


             11            when the student comes in.  If they come in the 


             12            current year or the beginning of the school year, it 


             13            makes it easier for the master schedule to be 


             14            created.  But if that student comes in mid-year, it's 


             15            very difficult to change our master schedule for that 


             16            student.  So from that point we could put the student 


             17            in the AP course but differentiate his instruction.  


             18            So we would accommodate that student inside of the 


             19            classroom. 


             20                 DR. GOTCHER:  Thank you, Mr. Shack.  I guess 


             21            that's it.  Yeah.  Thank you. 


             22                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer, do you have a 


             23            follow-up question? 


             24                 MS. PFEFFER:  I do.  And something that Ms. 


             25            Barnes said made me think of this.  Isn't there 
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              1            already a mechanism -- and it may be one of our panel 


              2            can answer this -- I believe we already have a 


              3            mechanism for what they're asking.  Because 


              4            essentially it seems what they're asking is -- 


              5            they're going to continue to offer regular courses in 


              6            those core areas unless they do not have students 


              7            sign up.  So we already have a mechanism if no 


              8            students sign up for the course where you would not 


              9            have to offer that course? 


             10                 MS. BARNES:  Yes, in the standards. 


             11                 MR. STEVENS:  Yeah.  I believe we have to 


             12            communicate with the ADE and seek permission to do 


             13            that under current -- 


             14                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  So do you feel that that is 


             15            too much of a barrier?  Is that why you would go 


             16            ahead and ask for this blanket waiver?  I guess I'm 


             17            just trying to understand -- there's already a 


             18            mechanism for you to do that -- if the waiver would 


             19            really be necessary. 


             20                 MR. STEVENS:  So I think it would give us some  


             21            -- in terms of timeline and flexibility, especially 


             22            as we see a lot of change from year to year, just as 


             23            a charter and adding grades, that we could do it as 


             24            needed apart from that, the current mandates. 


             25                 MS. PFEFFER:  May I ask like what is our process 
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              1            if we're a school or district that's going to ask for 


              2            that waiver?  Is it a fairly simple process? 


              3                 MS. BARNES:  Yeah.  Excuse me.  Yes, it's a 


              4            fairly simple process.  Basically though, we have to 


              5            insure that you have not encouraged students not to 


              6            sign up for the regular required course.  Once you 


              7            have registration, if you have no students who have 


              8            signed up for that course and you'd like to teach an 


              9            AP course in its place, you request permission to do 


             10            that to the Board and it's granted.  It may be a 


             11            little extra work for the district to have to, you 


             12            know, create the paperwork, communicate with our 


             13            Standards Unit, and then us make the recommendation 


             14            to the Board that they be allowed to count the AP 


             15            course as opposed to the regular course, so that it 


             16            does not impact their accreditation status.  But I 


             17            don't see it so cumbersome that it's not something -- 


             18            especially in light of the fact that the conversation 


             19            here today is more in line with where the need, not 


             20            just as a general waiver to teach all courses that 


             21            they may desire to teach as an AP course. 


             22                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Lester, any questions? 


             23                 MR. LESTER:  No. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Rogers? 


             25                 MR. ROGERS:  No. 
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              1                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo? 


              2                 MS. LIWO:  No. 


              3                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any -- Dr. Jones. 


              4                 DR. JONES:  Have you been teaching AP courses? 


              5                 MR. STEVENS:  No.  At Northwest Arkansas, the 


              6            highest grade there is 10th grade. 


              7                 DR. JONES:  Okay. 


              8                 MR. STEVENS:  Yeah. 


              9                 DR. JONES:  And so do they have in place a 


             10            waiver?  Because other schools must teach the four 


             11            core AP courses.  The charter, I mean, they have to 


             12            teach four core AP courses.  Do you have a waiver not 


             13            to teach AP courses? 


             14                 MR. STEVENS:  I'll defer to Mr. Shack. 


             15                 MR. SHACK:  As of right now, we don't have a 


             16            waiver not to teach AP courses but we have the waiver 


             17            to phase in the 38 courses.  So we're adding our 


             18            course load as we add grades. 


             19                 DR. JONES:  I understand.  Okay.  So it is the 


             20            expectation you as you phase in that you have those 


             21            AP courses, which in place of a waiver that's what 


             22            you have to do.  Thank you. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any additional questions?  


             24            Dr. Saunders. 


             25                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.  In looking at this idea of 
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              1            essentially -- with it being so broad, as it's worded 


              2            -- possibly replacing core classes with AP classes, I 


              3            do commend your performance and everything.  I think 


              4            you have great numbers there.  In looking at your 


              5            student population, I do have some concerns.  Your 


              6            special ed. population is around 2.3% as opposed to 


              7            the Bentonville district, which I'm just comparing, 


              8            as you stated, where the children come from is 10%.  


              9            Your LEP percent is zero and free-and-reduced lunch 


             10            is 20.  And so I would be concerned, and I would want 


             11            to make sure that all the courses for anyone that 


             12            would want to be able to attend would be available, 


             13            and it would not just be for those for who the system 


             14            is designed for, and would like the opportunity for 


             15            more students to be able to take advantage of some of 


             16            the great things that you're offering.  Can you 


             17            address any of the student population concerns that I 


             18            have? 


             19                 MR. STEVENS:  I'll let Mr. Shack answer that. 


             20                 MR. SHACK:  With it being a school of choice, we 


             21            currently allow all students who want to enroll into 


             22            the charter school to actually enroll.  We don't put 


             23            any restrictions on students that want to come in, 


             24            and as students come in we accommodate them based on 


             25            every need that they may need.  So it's kind of hard 
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              1            for us to -- kind of hard for us to predict what 


              2            population is going to come into our school. 


              3                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I can understand that.  And I 


              4            guess my question would be: by eliminating some of 


              5            the core classes would that not then be a barrier for 


              6            some students who may want to enroll? 


              7                 MR. SHACK:  I don't think it's a barrier because 


              8            we're not going to not give a student a course that 


              9            he really needs.  We will always serve our students 


             10            and give them the instruction that they need to be 


             11            successful. 


             12                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Thank you. 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any additional questions?  


             14            Ms. Clay, are there any remaining issues? 


             15                 MS. CLAY:  No. 


             16                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  At this time I will accept 


             17            a motion from the Panel. 


             18                 MS. PFEFFER:  I make a motion to deny the 


             19            request for the amendment. 


             20                 DR. JONES:  I'll second that. 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  We have a motion by Ms. 


             22            Pfeffer and a second by Dr. Jones to deny the request 


             23            for amendment for Northwest Arkansas Classical 


             24            Academy.  All those in favor? 


             25                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 
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              1                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed?  Motion 


              2            carried.  We'll take a moment for you to write your 


              3            reasons and then we'll go around and report those for 


              4            the record. 


              5                 Dr. Gotcher. 


              6                 DR. GOTCHER:  Almost.  I have a little more to 


              7            complete. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones, I'll start with 


              9            you. 


             10                 DR. JONES:  I voted in favor of the motion to 


             11            deny the amendment because there's already a 


             12            mechanism in place to accomplish what you want to do. 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Lester. 


             14                 MR. LESTER:  I voted for the denial because the 


             15            process is currently in place to change to AP courses 


             16            if no student registers. 


             17                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo. 


             18                 MS. LIWO:  I voted in favor of denying the 


             19            waiver request because there is a mechanism in place 


             20            to do what you want. 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer. 


             22                 MS. PFEFFER:  I made the motion based on that 


             23            reason and also out of concern for students in that 


             24            they -- there needs to be that assurance that the 


             25            courses would be offered and this would -- this 
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              1            mechanism brings it to an option of not offering if 


              2            students do not choose it.  I'm just worried that a 


              3            blanket waiver would take away that choice for 


              4            students. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Rogers. 


              6                 MR. ROGERS:  I voted for the motion, along the 


              7            same lines as everyone else, because the opportunity 


              8            already exists through ADE to offer those classes. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes. 


             10                 MS. BARNES:  I voted in favor of the motion to 


             11            deny.  Like everyone else, a mechanism is already in 


             12            place to accomplish the goals presented, your request 


             13            is too expansive, and could preclude students 


             14            equitable access to needed courses when enrolling in 


             15            the school. 


             16                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher. 


             17                 DR. GOTCHER:  I voted for the motion to deny the 


             18            waiver.  I'm still concerned about how -- I feel it's 


             19            still unclear how increasing staff could be avoided 


             20            while providing what is necessary for current or 


             21            incoming students.  And furthermore, to coin the 


             22            phrase of Ms. Barnes, I also feel it appears too 


             23            expansive in this present form. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders. 


             25                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.  I voted in favor of denying 
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              1            the amendment for two issues: one, with another 


              2            system already being in place; and number two, I feel 


              3            that it could limit the ability for some students to 


              4            take advantage of the opportunities. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you. 


              6                 Mr. Stevens, I think you've heard the Panel 


              7            today -- 


              8                 MR. STEVENS:  I did. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  -- and you understand our 


             10            concerns.  We are very concerned about any limitation 


             11            that might cause students not to enroll and to take 


             12            the opportunities available to them, as well as the 


             13            clarity that we feel is needed to actually meet the 


             14            mission that you've set forth.  So we appreciate your 


             15            -- any understanding -- 


             16                 MR. STEVENS:  Thank you. 


             17                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  -- that you've gained from 


             18            this meeting. 


             19                 MR. STEVENS:  Thank you. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Good luck to you.  Thank 


             21            you. 


             22                 MR. STEVENS:  Thank you. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Do y'all need a break or 


             24            are we ready to go on?  Okay.  All right.  Thank you, 


             25            sir. 
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              1  A-3:  REQUEST FOR OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 


              2  AMENDMENT: QUEST MIDDLE SCHOOL OF WEST LITTLE ROCK 


              3                 MR. STEVENS:  I'm here again.  I'm the next -- 


              4                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  You're the next guy. 


              5                 MR. STEVENS:  And if it pleases the Panel, the 


              6            next waiver is for the same thing but for Quest-


              7            Little Rock.  So I'm content with the answer that you 


              8            gave for Northwest Arkansas, and I don't know what 


              9            procedures you must follow. 


             10                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Clay? 


             11                 MS. CLAY:  They can either withdraw their 


             12            request for a waiver or you all can go ahead and vote 


             13            on the request.  It's up to the charter school. 


             14                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Stevens? 


             15                 MR. STEVENS:  I don't necessarily see a purpose 


             16            in going through all of it again.  And so if you 


             17            would like to vote now or I'll withdraw it -- I guess 


             18            -- 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  It's your decision, sir. 


             20                 MR. STEVENS:  I'll withdraw. 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay. 


             22                 MR. STEVENS:  So, yes. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  Thank you.  


             24            Action Item 3 is withdrawn.  I'm sorry? 


             25                 MR. STEVENS:  My apologies.  There is a second  
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              1            -- I didn't realize they were considered as one.  We 


              2            would like to change our name and that is the second 


              3            part of this one. 


              4                 MS. BOYD:  Madam Chair -- 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes. 


              6                 MS. BOYD:  -- I'd just like to offer some 


              7            direction on the name-change. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you. 


              9                 MS. BOYD:  Some information.  I spoke with 


             10            Carmen Jordan and if you guys do approve the name-


             11            change, it won't take effect until the change of the 


             12            school year, which will be July 1. 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  And which action 


             14            item are we on, Ms. Boyd? 


             15                 MS. BOYD:  A-3 has two parts. 


             16                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay. 


             17                 MS. BOYD:  Their amendment request has two parts 


             18            to it.  So one was the name change and the other was 


             19            the AP courses. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  So on Action Item 3 


             21            you're withdrawing your request for the amendment 


             22            regarding the waiver, but you would still like us to 


             23            consider the name-change? 


             24                 MR. STEVENS:  Very much so. 


             25                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  All right.  Make 
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              1            your case for the name-change. 


              2                 MR. STEVENS:  Quest Middle School of West Little 


              3            Rock would like to request the name-change to the 


              4            campus so that the name fits the entire student body, 


              5            instead of the middle school grades, as we continue 


              6            to add upper level grades per our charter agreement 


              7            with the Arkansas Department of Education.  The 


              8            requested name is Quest Academy. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  Ms. Barnes. 


             10                 MS. BARNES:  I just wanted to be sure that you 


             11            do understand that should this be granted today, as 


             12            Ms. Boyd said, because of all the various 


             13            recordkeeping and all of the pieces that go along 


             14            with that, it would not take effect until the 


             15            following school year? 


             16                 MR. STEVENS:  Yes, ma'am.  I understand that. 


             17                 MS. BARNES:  Okay. 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any other questions from 


             19            the Panel?   


             20                 DR. JONES:  I'll make a motion that we approve 


             21            the name-change to Quest Academy. 


             22                 MS. BARNES:  Second. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, did you 


             24            second? 


             25                 MS. BARNES:  Yes. 
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              1                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  The motion has been made 


              2            by Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Barnes to approve 


              3            the name-change.  Any discussion?  All those in 


              4            favor? 


              5                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              6                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed?  The motion 


              7            passed. 


              8                 MR. STEVENS:  Thank you very much. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  If you'll give us just a 


             10            second, we'll put that into the record. 


             11                 Dr. Jones. 


             12                 DR. JONES:  I voted in favor of the motion 


             13            because changing the name from Quest Academy Middle 


             14            to Quest is appropriate due to the grade expansion. 


             15                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Lester. 


             16                 MR. LESTER:  I voted for the motion to change 


             17            the name.  The name-change will fit the entire 


             18            student body. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo. 


             20                 MS. LIWO:  I voted in favor of the motion 


             21            because the name-change reflects the entire student 


             22            body. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer. 


             24                 MS. PFEFFER:  I voted in favor of the motion for 


             25            all the reasons listed. 
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              1                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Rogers. 


              2                 MR. ROGERS:  I voted for the motion and concur 


              3            with what everybody else has already said. 


              4                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders. 


              5                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.  I voted for, because I 


              6            didn't have any concerns and I support the ability 


              7            for you to make decisions when you can. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher. 


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  I voted for the motion to change 


             10            the name because I felt acceptable reasons for the 


             11            change were presented. 


             12                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And Ms. Barnes. 


             13                 MS. BARNES:  I voted in favor of the motion 


             14            because it is an appropriate change. 


             15                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Good luck to you. 


             16                 MR. STEVENS:  Thank you. 


             17                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And we celebrate your new 


             18            name. 


             19                 MR. STEVENS:  Thank you very much. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you. 


             21  A-4:  REQUEST FOR DISTRICT CONVERSION PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 


             22  AMENDMENT: BAUXITE MINER ACADEMY 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  That brings us 


             24            to Action Item 4.  Ms. Boyd. 


             25                 MS. BOYD:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  The State 




                                                  �


                                                                               34




              1            Board of Education approved the application for the 


              2            Bauxite School District to operate Bauxite Miner 


              3            Academy, on March 11, 2013.  The charter is approved 


              4            to serve grades 7-12 with a maximum enrollment of 


              5            200.  Representatives of the Bauxite School District 


              6            are appearing before the Charter Authorizing Panel to 


              7            request an amendment to their current charter.  Here 


              8            from Bauxite we have Tyler Tarver, who is the 


              9            Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Federal 


             10            Programs at Bauxite. 


             11                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All those speaking for 


             12            Bauxite Miner Academy please stand and raise your 


             13            right hand, and anyone speaking in opposition.  Do 


             14            you swear or affirm that the testimony you are about 


             15            to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and 


             16            nothing but the truth? 


             17               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Tarver, you are 


             19            recognized. 


             20                 MR. TARVER:  Thank you.  I thank you guys for 


             21            allowing me to come speak today.  So far, things are 


             22            going very well at Miner Academy at Bauxite.  We just 


             23            noticed an area that might limit us in the future if 


             24            we continue to grow like we've been doing every year 


             25            since we started.  We're requesting a waiver to waive 
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              1            our class size and the teaching limit for all grades 


              2            that we offer classes to, from section 10.02, for the 


              3            Standards of Accreditation -- I'm sorry, I muttered 


              4            that -- Standards of Accreditation.  You guys know 


              5            that; you don't need me to say it.  A few reasons it 


              6            would help, this would help our students to be more 


              7            successful.  With this waiver we -- some of us 


              8            already have -- we have an extended school day waiver 


              9            where we can offer classes before or after school.  


             10            You know, that puts an extra class on a teacher that 


             11            might be already teaching multiple classes.  We don't 


             12            have to do this very often and we've been able to 


             13            accommodate it in the past.  You know, it usually 


             14            applies to some of our AE students, you know, who are 


             15            trying to catch up, kids that are trying to graduate 


             16            on time, things like that, they need to take more 


             17            classes.  But this would help us have a little more 


             18            leeway than we've had in the past.  Also, we share 


             19            teachers with our high school because of where our 


             20            campus is located, which is very beneficial.  It 


             21            gives us some flexibility, you know, but in the case 


             22            of -- you know -- in the future, say, next year, if 


             23            some teacher leaves, some teacher comes in, certain 


             24            certifications happen, this allows us to maybe have a 


             25            teacher from the high school who's there more of the 
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              1            day than they are at Miner Academy; they could come 


              2            in and help with those, you know, before or after 


              3            school waivers or maybe during the school day if we 


              4            have to accommodate certain kids.  It just fluctuates 


              5            quite a bit year-to-year with what students we get 


              6            and what they need.  With asking teachers to teach 


              7            more students, you know, we don't want it to take 


              8            away from the education or the instruction process.  


              9            But while it's not less of a workload, it's a 


             10            different workload for teachers, because our teachers 


             11            do a lot of preparation in the summer and they 


             12            deliver a lot of the curriculum through an online 


             13            portal and through that, blended learning.  And then 


             14            a lot of the -- the way the instruction is delivered 


             15            and the way the teachers are able to help the 


             16            students it's a different workload.  So some teachers 


             17            that we've been able to, you know, kind of figure out 


             18            "this works with this teacher, this teacher works 


             19            better at Miner Academy," they're able to kind of 


             20            work better and help more students than maybe a 


             21            normal teacher would or some teachers in that 


             22            situation.  Also, a good portion of our students are 


             23            credit recovery students, so a lot of the students 


             24            have already sat through the class.  You know, they 


             25            may have missed too many days or for one reason or 
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              1            another they didn't get the credit for the course.  


              2            And so a lot of them don't need quite as much teacher 


              3            guidance or instruction or help because they knew the 


              4            material; they just for one reason or another didn't 


              5            pass the class.  So it requires less on the teacher 


              6            with regards to that percentage of students that we 


              7            have for credit recovery.  And also we are not -- 


              8            we're not over-sized in any of these capacities.  We 


              9            also have two paraprofessionals that allow, you know, 


             10            us to help and monitor and assist, but we, you know, 


             11            we don't attach students to them because of their 


             12            position and their certifications.  And so our goal 


             13            is for this not to be an issue.  You know, as we 


             14            continue to grow we can start bringing in more 


             15            teachers and have the teachers there for more periods 


             16            of the day.  So we don't want it to be, but in case 


             17            it is we don't want to have our students limited 


             18            because of this.  So thank you guys again for 


             19            listening to me and I'm more than happy to answer any 


             20            questions you have. 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes, we'll start 


             22            with you. 


             23                 MS. BARNES:  Yes, sir, thank you for your 


             24            presentation.  Miner Academy is 6-12? 


             25                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am.  6-12, yes.  On paper, 
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              1            it said 7-12 but whenever you guys granted us I think 


              2            it was 6-12. 


              3                 MS. BARNES:  I was thinking it was 6-12. 


              4                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am. 


              5                 MS. BARNES:  I recalled some work with it 


              6            earlier in the year.  But I guess my question is: 


              7            since we did recently have legislation that allows 


              8            for a teacher in grades 7-12 to exceed the maximum 


              9            load with compensation, where does that enter into 


             10            this particular type of an amendment request?  And 


             11            there are other mechanisms for credit recovery, so -- 


             12                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am.  Well, currently, with 


             13            our -- the way our school is set up, this is our best 


             14            option for kids with credit recovery on that point.  


             15            So I'm not sure -- I'm not completely positive on the 


             16            options you're talking about.  But with regards to 


             17            that recent statute that came in, I think is the 


             18            terminology, we plan on compensating our teachers 


             19            even with this waiver.  We don't have any problem --


             20            if the teachers are doing more work, we don't mind 


             21            compensating them for it. 


             22                 MS. BARNES:  And I'm confused then about the 


             23            request for the waiver.  Furthermore, Miner Academy 


             24            is an alternative learning environment.  Correct? 


             25                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am. 
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              1                 MS. BARNES:  An AE? 


              2                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am. 


              3                 MS. BARNES:  Okay.  Thank you. 


              4                 MR. TARVER:  Thank you. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders. 


              6                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.  Following up on what Ms. 


              7            Barnes was saying with the Act 993, and it was 


              8            specifically that there would be compensation for 


              9            those teachers in excess of 150 as well as 


             10            instructions on how to do that.  And so any kind of 


             11            waiver I would presume to be a waiver from this new 


             12            law, so -- on the 150 aspect, not on a particular 


             13            class size. 


             14                 MR. TARVER:  Okay. 


             15                 DR. SAUNDERS:  And so do you still see the need 


             16            to have a waiver from the number of students taught 


             17            within the day? 


             18                 MR. TARVER:  Well, I guess I would see what you 


             19            guys recommended.  If you think that it's not 


             20            necessary with that new change, then we're fine with 


             21            not having it, if it's not necessary.  We would just 


             22            compensate our teachers accordingly.  So it's up to 


             23            you guys. 


             24                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I'll seek Counsel's opinion. 


             25                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Clay. 
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              1                 MS. CLAY:  It would really be up to the charter 


              2            school on how they're planning on structuring.  So if 


              3            they already plan on compensating a teacher if 


              4            they're above the 150 class size, then the waiver 


              5            would not be necessary.  If they plan on compensating 


              6            above their new requested 200 class size, then they 


              7            would need a waiver of the class size standard but 


              8            they would not need a waiver of the act -- I have it 


              9            pulled up -- 993.  Does that make sense?  So, I mean, 


             10            it depends on how they want to structure it and at 


             11            what point the compensation would come in for extra 


             12            students. 


             13                 DR. SAUNDERS:  So do you plan on compensating 


             14            according to Act 993 or those in excess of 150 on the 


             15            teaching load? 


             16                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, sir. 


             17                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Okay.  So that waiver would not 


             18            be needed.  Is that correct? 


             19                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, sir, I believe so. 


             20                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Okay.  So the waiver then would 


             21            be needed on class size? 


             22                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, sir. 


             23                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Okay.  That's all I have right 


             24            now.   


             25                 DR. JONES:  Can the charter -- do you already 
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              1            have a waiver for the ALE class size, 15-to-1? 


              2                 MR. TARVER:  No, ma'am.  I think we're still 


              3            limited on that.  It's 15 and then if we have a 


              4            paraprofessional it goes up to 17, I believe.  I 


              5            think we're still under that. 


              6                 DR. JONES:  Is that the waiver that they're 


              7            trying to seek here?  Because class size for ALE's 


              8            are different.  I think that maybe that's the waiver; 


              9            is it? 


             10                 MR. TARVER:  No.  Because of our -- the way our 


             11            classes are set up they're in different -- because 


             12            not every student that's at Miner Academy is coded as 


             13            AE, so some of the students are, you know, general 


             14            education students.  And they're not full-time 


             15            students at Miner Academy; they are taking a class or 


             16            two that they can't take at the high school.  And so 


             17            it helps in those classrooms, as well. 


             18                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  Sum up the AE.  Some students 


             19            are coded as AE? 


             20                 MR. TARVER:  Yes. 


             21                 DR. GOTCHER:  Only a fourth. 


             22                 MR. TARVER:  Yes. 


             23                 DR. JONES:  Only what? 


             24                 DR. GOTCHER:  A fourth of their population. 


             25                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  So they're still following 
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              1            those class sizes? 


              2                 MR. TARVER:  Yes. 


              3                 DR. GOTCHER:  That would be -- 


              4                 DR. JONES:  Regulation? 


              5                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am.   


              6                 DR. JONES:  Okay. 


              7                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am.  We are. 


              8                 DR. JONES:  I also have a question about -- can 


              9            you clarify for the online?  Because I think this 


             10            speaks to workload for teachers too.  Are they using 


             11            Virtual Arkansas or are they creating their own 


             12            online -- 


             13                 MR. TARVER:  No, ma'am.  They're using -- we 


             14            went through Odysseyware and then our teachers went 


             15            in the summer and edited the courses to meet our 


             16            state standards and adjust them based on how they 


             17            wanted the course delivered.  And so we took their 


             18            courses and it gave us essentially a skeleton for it 


             19            and then we were able to go in; it's very easy to 


             20            edit those courses.  You can go in and add things 


             21            from different areas and then you can also create 


             22            your own assignments, and so that's what our teachers 


             23            did. 


             24                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  And it blended along with 


             25            direct instruction? 
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              1                 MR. TARVER:  There's not as much.  It depends on 


              2            the teacher and the course.  Some courses are more -- 


              3            a lot of times, if the teacher was able to get in the 


              4            summer and get that course set up the way they wanted 


              5            to -- a lot of it is delivered through, you know, 


              6            videos either that they've recorded or that they 


              7            found that kind of deliver the lesson.  And then a 


              8            lot of it is they walk around, help kids; they see a 


              9            kid did poorly, they go help them; a lot of one-to-


             10            one, if they're not doing the blended stuff. 


             11                 DR. JONES:  Okay.  Thank you. 


             12                 MR. TARVER:  Thank you. 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Before we move forward, I 


             14            think I need to clarify what we're requesting. 


             15                 DR. GOTCHER:  That's exactly what I was going to 


             16            do. 


             17                 MR. TARVER:  Okay. 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  So I got a little lost in 


             19            this conversation. 


             20                 MR. TARVER:  Yeah. 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Clay, Ms. Boyd, can 


             22            you help us to be very clear about the request today? 


             23                 MS. BOYD:  So as the amendment request is 


             24            written, they are requesting a waiver from the 


             25            Standards of Accreditation 10.02.5.  And it seems 
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              1            like what we've said, because of the Act 993 that 


              2            they really are only needing the 45 students in the 


              3            classroom to have that classroom size waiver. 


              4                 MS. BARNES:  So, may I ask a question? 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes needs to 


              6            clarify that. 


              7                 MS. BARNES:  Well, I mean, I didn't see the 


              8            class size waiver one, so that -- 


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  It's embedded. 


             10                 MR. LESTER:  It's embedded inside the -- 


             11                 MS. BARNES:  Oh, okay.  So, yeah, I saw the 


             12            10.02.5 which made me zoom in on 150.  And I remember 


             13            that Miner Academy does have students -- some are 


             14            regular students, some are not, but, you know, it's 


             15            geared toward the AE environment for many.  Again, 


             16            I'm concerned.  If we're talking about a situation 


             17            now of a possibility of 45 students -- up to 45 


             18            students in a class, as opposed to the maximum 30 for 


             19            grades 7-12, then, again, it's a waiver that would 


             20            apply to anyone else, even though Bauxite Miner 


             21            Academy is right -- it's pretty much right there in 


             22            Bauxite.  But should someone -- students come in -- 


             23            and there is also a mechanism where you can go up 


             24            above -- it can exceed by three or so, and you don't 


             25            have large classes.  So the discussion was more in 
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              1            terms of the fact that you would have teachers from 


              2            the high school who may teach a class, which would be 


              3            in excess of the 150.  And since we're withdrawing 


              4            that part, I'm confused now about the real need for 


              5            the up to 45 students in a class.  Can somebody maybe 


              6            help me -- 


              7                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I think I can clean that up as a 


              8            question.  I think it would satisfy both of us.  How 


              9            would increasing class size to 45 benefit the kids, 


             10            as opposed to a class size at a lower level? 


             11                 MR. TARVER:  Well, it would allow us not to have 


             12            to turn kids away because we couldn't accommodate 


             13            them with our facilities.  You know, we have grown 


             14            over the past couple of years and the way our 


             15            classrooms are set up, if we can -- you know -- we're 


             16            talking about opening up two of the classrooms to 


             17            where there can be more students in a class.  And 


             18            that way the students could still take classes and we 


             19            wouldn't have to say, no, we have to have only 30 


             20            kids in here with this one teacher that can monitor 


             21            more than just 30 students.  And that would help us 


             22            quite a bit. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher. 


             24                 DR. GOTCHER:  Madam Chair, I'm actually okay 


             25            with increasing to 45 if it's an environment where 
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              1            they're monitoring an online curriculum -- 


              2                 MR. TARVER:  Yes. 


              3                 DR. GOTCHER:  -- and as long as it doesn't 


              4            increase for our ALE students.  According to your 


              5            data, only 11 of your 45 students are ALE kids? 


              6                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, sir. 


              7                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay.  So I wouldn't want to grant 


              8            anything to exceed that class size for those special 


              9            students.  If we did grant the waiver for 45 -- I'm 


             10            kind of asking Legal or the Panel or you, sir -- if 


             11            we increase to 45, would we also be allowing non-


             12            online students -- in other words, would there be a 


             13            situation where 45 students showed up and they did 


             14            not need the online curriculum?  Or is that the only 


             15            primary curriculum that you offer at Miner? 


             16                 MR. TARVER:  It's our primary curriculum. 


             17                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay. 


             18                 MR. TARVER:  And if not, it's very blended. 


             19                 DR. GOTCHER:  And then, further -- maybe Legal  


             20            -- would that affect -- 


             21                 MS. BARNES:  The other Bauxite -- 


             22                 DR. GOTCHER:  -- other -- yeah -- other charter-


             23            like waivers for other traditional public schools?  


             24            Would there be a caveat that says that you could do 


             25            45 with online curriculum but not 45 with direct 
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              1            instruction? 


              2                 MS. CLAY:  Okay.  It would only apply -- 


              3            depending on how you grant the waiver you could 


              4            stipulate that it only applies to online courses. 


              5                 DR. GOTCHER:  Good. 


              6                 MS. CLAY:  As far as -- I think what you're 


              7            talking about is other traditional schools coming 


              8            before the State Board and requesting a similar 


              9            waiver.  That only applies to open-enrollment charter 


             10            school waivers, and this is a district conversion.  


             11            So that waiver is probably available because -- well, 


             12            I don't know; it may already be available through an 


             13            open-enrollment charter school.  The class size is a 


             14            relatively routinely granted waiver.  But granting it 


             15            to the Bauxite district conversion would not then 


             16            open up any additional doors.  And, also, that 


             17            process, as you know, has to go through the State 


             18            Board, so it's not an automatic grant for a 


             19            traditional school, even if it was an open-enrollment 


             20            charter school getting the waiver. 


             21                 DR. GOTCHER:  All right.  Thank you. 


             22                 MS. BARNES:  Okay. 


             23                 DR. GOTCHER:  Does that help you? 


             24                 MS. BARNES:  That helps me tremendously.  


             25            Because my main concern was not so much other 
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              1            districts as much as the district itself and the 


              2            other teachers, other classes at the high school, you 


              3            know, since this is the Miner Academy. 


              4                 MS. CLAY:  Oh, no.  Yes.  It would be specific 


              5            to Miner Academy.  And you could even make it more 


              6            specific as only -- 


              7                 DR. GOTCHER:  Online. 


              8                 MS. CLAY:  -- online courses -- 


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  Yes, ma'am. 


             10                 MS. CLAY:  -- within Miner Academy. 


             11                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay. 


             12                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Tarver, are you 


             13            agreeable to those conditions? 


             14                 MR. TARVER:  Sure.  Sound great.  Thank you. 


             15                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any other comments or 


             16            questions?  I have one and it's more of a gentle 


             17            caution. 


             18                 MR. TARVER:  Okay. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And it's just that I can 


             20            certainly see having 45 students in the room, all 


             21            working independently online and teachers and aids 


             22            moving around, assisting as needed.  I would only 


             23            caution you to police yourself that you don't 


             24            overload so much that those kids are not successful.  


             25            Sometimes two in a room is plenty if kids need 




                                                  �


                                                                               49




              1            assistance.  So I would just ask you to really 


              2            caution -- to police yourself with that to insure 


              3            that those kids are being successful and that they're 


              4            getting the quality of education they deserve. 


              5                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, ma'am.  That's our number one 


              6            goal. 


              7                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.   


              8                 MR. TARVER:  Thank you. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any -- I'll entertain a 


             10            motion. 


             11                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I'd make the motion to approve 


             12            the waiver of class size to go to 45 for the Bauxite 


             13            Miner Academy for online courses. 


             14                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And a second? 


             15                 DR. GOTCHER:  Second. 


             16                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders has made a 


             17            motion and Dr. Gotcher has seconded that motion to 


             18            approve the amendment for online, for up to 45 


             19            students.  Is that correct?  


             20                 DR. SAUNDERS:  (Nodding head up and down.) 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any discussion?  All those 


             22            in favor? 


             23                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed?  Motion 


             25            passed. 
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              1                 MR. TARVER:  Thank you. 


              2                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  If you'll wait just a 


              3            moment, we'll have comments to go with that. 


              4                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I do want to make one comment.  I 


              5            was looking at your -- on some of your numbers and I 


              6            wanted to commend you.  I think I found it 


              7            interesting that in the Academy you have the same 


              8            number of special ed. students as you have gifted. 


              9                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, sir. 


             10                 DR. SAUNDERS:  And so I see that as an 


             11            environment that's looking to serve all students. 


             12                 MR. TARVER:  Thank you.  Yes, sir.  And we try 


             13            to catch them on whichever end of the spectrum or 


             14            anywhere in between.  Thank you. 


             15                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes. 


             16                 MS. BARNES:  I voted for, in favor of the motion 


             17            to approve because I believe the vision of the 


             18            amendment is appropriate for the multiple 


             19            instruction. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher. 


             21                 DR. GOTCHER:  I voted for the amendment to 


             22            increase.  I feel this amendment does not adversely 


             23            affect student achievement.  But I also share Madam 


             24            Chair's caution that 45 should not be a license to 


             25            become the new status quo but that it should be -- 
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              1            continue to make decisions that are best for kids. 


              2                 MR. TARVER:  Yes, sir. 


              3                 DR. GOTCHER:  Dr. Jones. 


              4                 DR. JONES:  I voted for the amendment because 


              5            it's acceptable because instruction delivered online 


              6            allows for larger class sizes. 


              7                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Lester. 


              8                 MR. LESTER:  I voted for the amendment based 


              9            upon the motion; it's acceptable for online courses. 


             10                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo. 


             11                 MS. LIWO:  I voted in favor of the motion 


             12            because the online courses are appropriate for larger 


             13            group online instruction. 


             14                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer. 


             15                 MS. PFEFFER:  I voted for the motion because it 


             16            aligns with this school's goals and the online 


             17            program delivery, and I believe that this was looking 


             18            to see how they can best provide services for those 


             19            students there. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Rogers. 


             21                 MR. ROGERS:  I voted for the motion because it 


             22            allows the Bauxite Miner Academy to offer online 


             23            courses to more students without having to turn back. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Saunders. 


             25                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I voted for the motion because I 
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              1            believe it would allow the opportunity for more 


              2            students to participate and still be in a manageable 


              3            environment. 


              4                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  Well, 


              5            congratulations to you.  We expect great things.  And 


              6            please remember to think of us when you're ready to 


              7            share the great things that's going on in your 


              8            school. 


              9                 MR. TARVER:  Got it.  Thank you, guys. 


             10                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And thank you for serving 


             11            all kids. 


             12                 MR. TARVER:  Yes.  Thank you, guys, very much. 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  Let's take a 


             14            5- to 10-minute break. 


             15                      (BREAK:  9:35-9:48 a.m.) 


             16  A-5:  REQUEST FOR DISTRICT CONVERSION PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 


             17  AMENDMENT: ROGERS NEW TECHNOLOGY HIGH SCHOOL 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  If we can reconvene, 


             19            Action Item 5, Request for District Conversion Public 


             20            School -- Public Charter School Amendment, Rogers New 


             21            Technology High School.  Ms. Boyd, you're recognized. 


             22                 MS. BOYD:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  The State 


             23            Board approved the application for the Rogers School 


             24            District to operate Rogers New Technology High 


             25            School, on January 14, 2013.  The charter school is 
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              1            approved to serve students grades 9-12 with a maximum 


              2            enrollment of 600.  Representatives of the Rogers 


              3            School District are appearing before the Charter 


              4            Authorizing Panel to request an amendment to the 


              5            current charter.  And just as a heads-up, this 


              6            amendment request does have two parts as well.  And 


              7            we have Dr. Arbuckle here from Rogers New Tech to 


              8            speak with you. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All representatives from 


             10            Rogers New Technology High School and anyone speaking 


             11            in opposition please stand, raise your right hand.  


             12            Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you're 


             13            about to give shall be the truth, the whole truth and 


             14            nothing but the truth? 


             15               (ALL WITNESSES ANSWERED AFFIRMATIVELY) 


             16                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you.  Dr. Arbuckle, 


             17            you're recognized. 


             18                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Thank you, Madam Chairwoman.  


             19            Members of the Panel, I greatly appreciate the 


             20            opportunity to come before you today and share a 


             21            little bit about the exciting things that are 


             22            happening at Rogers New Technology High School.  As 


             23            Ms. Boyd indicated, we do have two parts to our 


             24            amendment request and so, unless otherwise directed 


             25            by the Panel, I'll work through the first piece, 
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              1            which is the enrollment cap.  And then after that 


              2            opportunity we'll work through the second piece as 


              3            well.   


              4                 I believe you have access to a PowerPoint as 


              5            well.  Our amendment today, we're going to work 


              6            through the first section, would be our enrollment 


              7            cap.  As Ms. Boyd indicated, we do currently have an 


              8            enrollment cap of 600.  What you're seeing there is 


              9            you're seeing a picture of the northwest corner of 


             10            our building.  That is an addition that was added to 


             11            the existing structure, and that is the opening, the 


             12            front door, if you will, to Rogers New Technology 


             13            High School.  Just to give you a little context of 


             14            what we look like compared to our district -- and I 


             15            think you would see that we are within just a few 


             16            percentage points in all of our areas.  I would point 


             17            out that our English Language Learners, we actually 


             18            have more English Language Learners at Rogers New 


             19            Technology High School than the district has 


             20            demographically.  We're fairly close with the special 


             21            education, as you can see, and the other numbers 


             22            there as well.   


             23                 Currently, we are in a building that houses two 


             24            parts.  It's a former middle school building and 


             25            within that building we house the Rogers New 
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              1            Technology High School.  You can see the square 


              2            footage there when we opened.  We made some 


              3            additions; we made some modifications to the existing 


              4            building into the current space that we have 


              5            available that we are using, the 46,610 square feet.  


              6            Currently, the remainder of that building, the rest 


              7            of that building houses our ALE program.  The 


              8            district is currently looking for other space for 


              9            that ALE program so that, as you can see, the total 


             10            space that we will have available to us is over 


             11            123,000 square feet.  And so that -- right now, we 


             12            are utilizing about 38% of the square footage in the 


             13            building for our current enrollment, which is 541.  


             14            We are asking the Panel to increase our enrollment 


             15            cap from the current 600 to 900 and we are -- as a 


             16            district we intend to work the rest of our space 


             17            that's available to us as we move ALE out and utilize 


             18            that space, recapture that space for Rogers New 


             19            Technology High School. 


             20                 I would entertain any questions at this time on 


             21            the enrollment cap. 


             22                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  Any questions 


             23            regarding the enrollment cap?  Dr. Gotcher. 


             24                 DR. GOTCHER:  Yes.  Having been there just a 


             25            couple of weeks ago, the cafeteria -- the increase 
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              1            does not affect the capacity for the cafeteria to 


              2            serve the students? 


              3                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Actually, when we recapture that 


              4            space in the rest of the building we will actually 


              5            add the more traditional commons area that existed in 


              6            the -- that exists currently for the ALE, existed 


              7            previously for that building which was Kersey Middle 


              8            School.   


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  So you'll capture some more 


             10            cafeteria -- 


             11                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Correct.  We'll actually capture 


             12            more cafeteria space; we'll actually capture some 


             13            special areas, for example, the gymnasium, you know, 


             14            which we currently share with ALE; we'll recapture a 


             15            full kitchen space, those kinds of things. 


             16                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay.  Weather permitting, the 


             17            kids want to be outside anyway, as you demonstrated. 


             18                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Correct.  They really do. 


             19                 DR. GOTCHER:  Yeah.  All right.  Thank you. 


             20                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Thank you. 


             21                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any other questions?  I'll 


             22            entertain a motion regarding the increased enrollment 


             23            cap. 


             24                 DR. JONES:  I will make a motion to approve the 


             25            enrollment cap -- to increase the enrollment cap for 
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              1            Rogers New Tech High School. 


              2                 MS. PFEFFER:  Second. 


              3                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  A motion has been made by 


              4            Dr. Jones and a second by Ms. Pfeffer to increase the 


              5            enrollment cap to 900.  Any discussion? 


              6                 DR. JONES:  I do just want to add that we had 


              7            the chance to visit and this is a picture of a highly 


              8            effective charter. 


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  Yes. 


             10                 DR. JONES:  They are diverse.  When you talk 


             11            about a Personalized Learning Plan, they did have 


             12            choices.  It's not creating a Personalized Learning 


             13            Plan with "here it is, this is what you're doing."  


             14            We had students that went off to NWAC to take 


             15            colleges; we had students that were very much in 


             16            their career fields.  And so they have the capacity 


             17            and they've done what a charter should do to be 


             18            successful.  So I commend you for your work there and 


             19            your leadership. 


             20                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Thank you. 


             21                 DR. GOTCHER:  Thank you. 


             22                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any other discussion?  All 


             23            those in favor of the motion? 


             24                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


             25                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed?  The motion 
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              1            passed.  If you'll give us just a moment, we'll have 


              2            our responses for the record.   


              3                 Dr. Saunders, we'll start with you. 


              4                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Give me just a second.  Yes, I 


              5            voted -- sorry.  Yes, I voted for the motion.  I 


              6            believe this would allow more students the 


              7            opportunity to take part in a specialized learning 


              8            environment. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Rogers. 


             10                 MR. ROGERS:  I voted for the motion and it's due 


             11            to the fact the charter has been successful and 


             12            there's -- I don't have any concerns with allowing 


             13            more kids to attend. 


             14                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer. 


             15                 MS. PFEFFER:  This is a good opportunity for the 


             16            students and the district to grow.  And it's obvious 


             17            from the data that Rogers is providing a unique 


             18            opportunity in a manner that all students have access 


             19            to participate. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo. 


             21                 MS. LIWO:  I voted for the motion.  I didn't see 


             22            any issues with increasing the enrollment cap. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Lester. 


             24                 MR. LESTER:  I voted for, to increase the cap, 


             25            increasing the opportunity for Rogers' students to 
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              1            attend a successful charter. 


              2                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Jones. 


              3                 DR. JONES:  I voted for the motion.  This is an 


              4            exceptional charter that truly serves a diverse 


              5            student population.  They need to expand to offer 


              6            more students this opportunity. 


              7                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher. 


              8                 DR. GOTCHER:  I voted for the amendment to 


              9            approve the -- the motion to approve the amendment.  


             10            The increase in cap size does not affect the ability 


             11            to effectively serve students -- and I do mean 


             12            "effectively." 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes. 


             14                 MS. BARNES:  I voted in favor of the increase.  


             15            I see no adverse impact to teaching and learning of 


             16            the students. 


             17                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Congratulations. 


             18                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Thank you. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Let's move forward with 


             20            the next waiver. 


             21                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Thank you.  Can we have the 


             22            PowerPoint again, please?  The reason for this waiver 


             23            request -- currently, in our charter we have a waiver 


             24            on the class size from 10.2.05.  We asked the State 


             25            Board to grant that waiver during our initial inquiry 
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              1            for a class size of 35, but we did not increase, nor 


              2            are we looking to today, the teaching load of 150.  


              3            After the passage of Act 993, on August 31st, charter 


              4            leaders, charter directors and superintendents 


              5            received an email from the Charter Office indicating 


              6            that with the passage of Act 993 there, to alleviate 


              7            any confusion that might arise with the standard 


              8            10.02.05 and Act 993, that we should consider as 


              9            charter schools asking to extend our current waiver 


             10            to cover Act 993 as well.  And so based on that email 


             11            that we received from the Charter Office and that 


             12            suggestion that brings us here today, we would ask 


             13            that we would extend the current waiver that we have 


             14            on class size for 35 to cover a waiver, if you will, 


             15            from Act 993.  Again, we're not changing the teacher 


             16            load; we're not asking to do anything differently 


             17            than what's in the current charter.  We're simply 


             18            trying to be clear as to with the new -- and respond 


             19            to the new legislation. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Questions?  Dr. Saunders. 


             21                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Just to summarize, this would not 


             22            change any current practice that you're doing? 


             23                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  It would not.  And it would not 


             24            really, in my view, change the current charter 


             25            either. 
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              1                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any other questions?  Dr. 


              2            Gotcher. 


              3                 DR. GOTCHER:  Just for clarity.  So what's the 


              4            reason for the waiver request?  Remind us of that one 


              5            more time. 


              6                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  My understanding is, from the 


              7            Charter Office, was it was a suggestion to simply 


              8            insure that there was no confusion as to the waiver 


              9            with the new legislation, Act 993. 


             10                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay. 


             11                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Perry, you're 


             12            recognized. 


             13                 MS. PERRY:  Mary Perry, Coordinator, Division of 


             14            Learning Services.  I sent that email out after 


             15            consulting with Legal and everyone here, after that 


             16            new law was passed.  That is the law that requires 


             17            extra compensation when teachers teach over the 


             18            current loads.  And the clarity -- well, the email 


             19            actually stated -- it was not a concern that they 


             20            would have an issue with our Standards Unit when that 


             21            went out; it was that this could help with any other 


             22            employment issue over not allowing the compensation.  


             23            And we didn't really give legal advice; we said they 


             24            would want to consult their own attorney as well, but 


             25            that they should consider in fact doing this waiver. 
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              1                 DR. GOTCHER:  Gotcha. 


              2                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Ms. Perry.  Any 


              3            additional questions?  Then I'll entertain a motion 


              4            if we have no additional questions. 


              5                 MS. BARNES:  I have one. 


              6                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Oh, we have a question.  


              7            Ms. Barnes. 


              8                 MS. BARNES:  I'm sorry.  I'm just making sure.  


              9            I was trying to go back through my mind and I recall 


             10            us just having a conversation about compensation.  


             11            And so I just wanted to be sure that this would not 


             12            put us in a situation, in one respect, being 


             13            concerned about the load and teachers not receiving 


             14            compensation if it's a greater load, and in another 


             15            respect allowing the opportunity.  I just -- can 


             16            somebody help me weigh this back out?  We just had a 


             17            conversation regarding Act 993 and compensating 


             18            teachers at the higher -- at the upper grades if they 


             19            were teaching a larger load than the maximum 


             20            allowable.  And I'm just trying to make sure I'm 


             21            consistently hearing what we're doing here in this 


             22            particular -- what's different here? 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Arbuckle, do any of 


             24            your teachers teach -- have loads beyond 150? 


             25                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  No, ma'am.  They do not.  And we 
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              1            are not -- we did not ask in the original charter, 


              2            nor are we asking here today, to increase that 


              3            teaching load.  We do not want to -- you know -- our 


              4            goal is to insure that every student receives a high 


              5            quality education and teaching load, and quite 


              6            honestly class size has a lot to do with that.  And 


              7            so we are not asking to increase the teacher load 


              8            even by a student today. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And therefore, not try to 


             10            have a waiver against any payments -- 


             11                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Correct. 


             12                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  -- to teachers? 


             13                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Correct.  Rogers has a history, 


             14            if a teacher is asked to do more they are compensated 


             15            for that.  We are not asking that today. 


             16                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo. 


             17                 MS. LIWO:  He just -- he answered my question. 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  Any additional -- 


             19            Dr. Gotcher. 


             20                 DR. GOTCHER:  Did your legal team or did your -- 


             21            did legal advice from the Rogers School District have 


             22            any words of wisdom? 


             23                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  I did not have conversations with 


             24            our legal team.  But in conversation with Dr. Darr, 


             25            our school superintendent, who I'm sure has vetted 
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              1            this, working with her for several years now, this 


              2            was her desire as well to follow the suggestion 


              3            through Ms. Perry's office to ask for this waiver. 


              4                 DR. GOTCHER:  I guess I'm just not sure why it's 


              5            necessary because you're not increasing.  Is that -- 


              6            am I alone in this? 


              7                 DR. JONES:  That's really -- I can speak to 


              8            that. 


              9                 MS. BARNES:  That's what I'm concerned about. 


             10                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay. 


             11                 DR. JONES:  And it's really us that brought this 


             12            action on.  Any time that there is a law that changes 


             13            that has something to do with one of their waivers, 


             14            then we ask them to come back and address the Board.  


             15            So it really was our doing.  We don't have concerns. 


             16                 DR. GOTCHER:  Sure. 


             17                 DR. JONES:  They would not have done this 


             18            otherwise, if we hadn't asked them to do that. 


             19                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  That's correct. 


             20                 MS. BARNES:  And I think that's where I was.  I 


             21            understood that and I understand why as an agency we 


             22            would want to certainly alert anyone who may be 


             23            impacted.  But in the rationale, since it did 


             24            identify Act 993, and since that would be granting 


             25            the opportunity to exceed the maximum without 
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              1            compensation, and since the district is saying that 


              2            they don't necessarily need that because they would 


              3            not be doing it, that was where I was coming from.  I 


              4            wanted to be sure I was understanding, hearing -- and 


              5            I do understand why you've come before us today with 


              6            it and certainly appreciate it.  But I was concerned 


              7            about that.  That's why I needed some clarity. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Liwo. 


              9                 MS. LIWO:  I just need to make sure that I'm on 


             10            the same page as everybody else.  What I'm hearing is 


             11            that you're already in compliance with Act 993 as far 


             12            as compensating teachers that have higher class 


             13            loads? 


             14                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  To my knowledge, and Mr. Moore 


             15            might be able to speak, I don't believe at the high 


             16            school level we have anyone who's teaching a load 


             17            above 150 -- 


             18                 MR. MOORE:  We do not. 


             19                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  -- in any of our buildings. 


             20                 MR. MOORE:  We do not. 


             21                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  This is -- my understanding -- 


             22            and, again, I'm not a legal scholar and that's why I 


             23            hope Legal is here.  But my understanding is there's 


             24            really two parts to the Act 993.  One is the teacher 


             25            load and then one was the class size.  We are simply 
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              1            trying to bring in line what -- with the new 


              2            legislation, bring in line our -- that legislation 


              3            and the current charter.  We believe that the current 


              4            charter allows us to do what we're currently doing: 


              5            class size of up to 35, which really I've only had to 


              6            do a couple of times both years, and the teaching 


              7            load of 150.  Okay.  My understanding, this is really 


              8            borne out of just a clarification process of Act 993 


              9            for us since -- and for any other charter, quite 


             10            honestly, that asks to waive the 30 seat count per 


             11            room. 


             12                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Pfeffer. 


             13                 MS. PFEFFER:  So your current charter allows you 


             14            to go up to 35 students in a class session.  Correct? 


             15                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Yes, ma'am. 


             16                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  So, I have two questions; 


             17            one is for Legal.  Do you feel like they need to have 


             18            this waiver, Ms. Clay? 


             19                 MS. CLAY:  Okay.  The way I'm understanding what 


             20            they currently have is they have a waiver of the 


             21            entire section of the class size and teaching load 


             22            standard.  So part of that is both the 150 teaching 


             23            load and the 30 class size.  What I've heard them say 


             24            is they're not using that one-hundred -- they're not 


             25            using the teaching load side of that.  If they have 
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              1            no intention of going over that 150 teaching load 


              2            then they would not need a waiver.  Now if they want 


              3            -- if they think they might in the future, and they 


              4            don't want to compensate in accordance with Act 993, 


              5            then they would need the waiver. 


              6                 MS. PFEFFER:  So, in essence, this waiver could 


              7            be waiving the Act 993, except they stated they don't 


              8            want to do that? 


              9                 MS. CLAY:  Well, the waiver they've requested is 


             10            Act 993. 


             11                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay.  So that was what they 


             12            requested in the waiver.  But, Dr. Arbuckle, you do 


             13            not want to waive Act 993.  Is that correct? 


             14                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  No.  Our intention is not to 


             15            waive the act as far as, you know, compensating 


             16            teachers. 


             17                 MS. PFEFFER:  For the going over 150 maximum 


             18            load? 


             19                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Correct.  Our intention is to 


             20            just make sure that the 35, that we currently have a 


             21            waiver for, is still covered, if you will, with the 


             22            new legislation. 


             23                 DR. GOTCHER:  I understand. 


             24                 MS. PFEFFER:  Yes.  So can we help them and us 


             25            understand?  Because this is obviously a quality 
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              1            school; they're doing what they need to do for kids, 


              2            which is why we've just increased it to 900.  So I 


              3            just -- if we can help make sure that what they've 


              4            articulated we can do? 


              5                 MR. BIGGS:  I think -- 


              6                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Mr. Biggs, if you'll -- 


              7                 MR. BIGGS:  Cory Biggs, Staff Attorney.  I think 


              8            what we were thinking when we prepared the letter 


              9            that went out to every charter that already had a 


             10            waiver from class size, even if they weren't using 


             11            it, was that it would be a good practice for them to 


             12            come in and request a waiver from Act 993, the 


             13            compensation portion, just in case they ever see a 


             14            day where they need to use it in the future.  Because 


             15            if they use it one time, years down the road, the 


             16            waiver that they already have from class size, and 


             17            they do not compensate, at that point then they might 


             18            run into an issue with 993.  So this is really just a 


             19            safeguard to come in for a rainy day.  I don't know 


             20            if that helps. 


             21                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I want to follow-up on that.  As 


             22            I read 993 -- and I may be wrong -- I did not see it 


             23            addressing class size. 


             24                 MR. BIGGS:  Well, no.  It's not for the 35 


             25            students; it's for the total, the 150.  But they also 
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              1            have a waiver from 150 on record already, and so we 


              2            have requested -- the Charter Office sent notice out 


              3            that anyone who had that 150 waiver come in and add 


              4            the waiver from 993, just in case. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  So, let me restate what I 


              6            think I heard you say, is they are just updating what 


              7            they already have a waiver for to include the most 


              8            current legislation? 


              9                 MR. BIGGS:  Yes. 


             10                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Barnes. 


             11                 MS. BARNES:  Okay.  And I get that.  Because 993 


             12            -- because basically they have -- they already have 


             13            the waiver to exceed the 30; they already have the 


             14            waiver to exceed the 150.  In the meantime though, 


             15            there has been legislation passed that said if you're 


             16            going to exceed the 150 you need to compensate 


             17            teachers.  They have -- the district is stating that 


             18            they in no way intend to ever not compensate teachers 


             19            if they are in excess of it.  And so I'm trying to 


             20            determine why -- I'm having difficulty granting the 


             21            waiver to the 993 part because then it would free up 


             22            the compensation.  There's no -- there is already no 


             23            issue with the 35 students.  That's what's hanging me 


             24            up, is what I'm saying. 


             25                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  And just to be clear, in the 
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              1            current charter -- because I have a copy of that 


              2            here, number 12, Section G -- we were very clear that 


              3            we only asked to waive the class size.  And so I see 


              4            this as a contract between us and you and the State, 


              5            and we were clear when we said we requested a waiver 


              6            for the requirement of an individual class size limit 


              7            of 30, extending class size up to 35; this would 


              8            allow us more flexibility.  The last line of that: 


              9            teachers will not be assigned more than 150 students.  


             10            That still stands for me. 


             11                 MS. BARNES:  Okay. 


             12                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Again, this -- we -- if I'm just 


             13            brutally honest, we felt like this was the direction 


             14            that we received from the Charter Office, "Please 


             15            come back and -- it would be a good idea to ask for 


             16            this waiver," and we're simply trying to do what 


             17            we've been asked to do. 


             18                 MS. BARNES:  Yes, sir. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Clay. 


             20                 MS. CLAY:  Okay.  I think I can summarize.  I 


             21            don't think they need the waiver.  I think y'all have 


             22            probably come to that conclusion now.  I wish we 


             23            would have caught it before they made the drive from 


             24            northwest Arkansas.  But they have said that they're 


             25            going to comply with the 150 requirement.  If they 
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              1            were going to, even in the future, not comply with 


              2            that portion they'd have to come back anyway because 


              3            of the way it was written in their original charter.  


              4            Does everybody understand where we are?  Okay. 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Arbuckle, are you in 


              6            agreement with that? 


              7                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  I'm going to say yes.  Again, not 


              8            being a legal scholar, you know, anything -- the way 


              9            I see it, if this Panel decides that this is not 


             10            needed, if it's, you know, voted as such, then I'm 


             11            going to go back to the original charter, which 


             12            clearly states that we can go up to 35 in a class, 


             13            which is what we're currently doing.  And, you know, 


             14            if that comes back and somebody says, "Hey, how come 


             15            you don't have" -- I'm going to come back to the 


             16            original charter and the information from this 


             17            meeting, the clarity given by Legal from that 


             18            standpoint. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Let me ask you this for 


             20            clarification.  Would you like to withdraw or would 


             21            you like for us to take a vote? 


             22                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  We'd like to withdraw that piece, 


             23            please. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Then we'll consider that 


             25            withdrawn.  Thank you, sir. 
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              1                 DR. ARBUCKLE:  Thank you. 


              2  MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 


              3                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  That concludes 


              4            our action items.  We do have some business before 


              5            the Committee.  Yesterday, at the end of our meeting 


              6            we did discuss a possible December date and asking 


              7            charters that were on the Priority list to come 


              8            before the Panel.  Ms. Boyd. 


              9                 MS. BOYD:  Thank you, Madam Chair.  As you can 


             10            see, I put in your folder for today, where you've 


             11            been pulling out those voting sheets I put in a 


             12            Google doc there to help facilitate our conversation.  


             13            You don't have it?   


             14                 MS. BARNES:  I haven't seen anything. 


             15                 MS. BOYD:  Can you look at the folder, maybe 


             16            refresh -- well, I think we -- yeah, I sent it out.  


             17            Hang on.   


             18                 DR. GOTCHER:  I'm sorry; what are we looking 


             19            for? 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  In your folder for today. 


             21                 DR. GOTCHER:  Okay.  I had it and I closed it. 


             22                 MS. BOYD:  And there should be a document inside 


             23            the CAP Priority School Hearings.  Are y'all seeing 


             24            that? 


             25                 MS. PFEFFER:  Wait a minute. 
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              1                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes. 


              2                 MS. BARNES:  So I need to refresh it. 


              3                 DR. JONES:  Well, is this the same original 


              4            folder, Alexandra? 


              5                 MS. BOYD:  It was the same folder for today. 


              6                 DR. JONES:  Okay.   


              7                 MS. BOYD:  I see some of y'all are popping up. 


              8                 DR. GOTCHER:  Oh, under Google Docs.  I'm sorry. 


              9                 MS. BARNES:  So basically we need to close it 


             10            and reopen it? 


             11                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes; if you'll refresh it. 


             12                 MS. BOYD:  Make sure you're in the folder for 


             13            10/15.  I can send it to you again.  


             14                 MS. BARNES:  I can do it; I can do it.  I just 


             15            have to go back. 


             16                 DR. SAUNDERS:  It's there. 


             17                 MS. BARNES:  All right.  I just needed to go 


             18            back.  I'm there. 


             19                 MS. BOYD:  Okay.   


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  So I think the questions 


             21            before us are do we want to hear from everyone on 


             22            this list -- and if so, we'll need to set dates and 


             23            then set a list of data that we would like those 


             24            districts to bring before us.  Is that correct, Ms. 


             25            Boyd? 
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              1                 MS. BOYD:  Yes, that would be correct.  So as 


              2            you see on the document, I put kind of summary 


              3            information about the schools that are on the 


              4            Priority list.  You have two district conversions and 


              5            then four open-enrollments. 


              6                 MS. BARNES:  Okay.  So all of these are 


              7            Priority? 


              8                 MS. BOYD:  Uh-huh, the bottom 5%.  Yes, ma'am. 


              9                 MS. BARNES:  We didn't put any academic distress 


             10            on here? 


             11                 MS. BOYD:  Well, the academic distress charter 


             12            schools I believe are already on here. 


             13                 MS. BARNES:  Well, I figured they probably are  


             14            -- 


             15                 MS. BOYD:  Uh-huh. 


             16                 MS. BARNES:  -- but I think we had maybe one or 


             17            two. 


             18                 MS. BOYD:  Blytheville and Covenant Keepers are 


             19            -- 


             20                 MS. BARNES:  The two.  Yeah. 


             21                 MS. BOYD:  -- the academic distress.  Yes, 


             22            ma'am. 


             23                 MS. BARNES:  They're both -- okay. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN: I apologize; I didn't hear 


             25            what you said. 
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              1                 MS. BARNES:  Blytheville and Covenant Keepers 


              2            are not only Priority but they are also academic 


              3            distress. 


              4                 MS. BOYD:  There's already a note on the 


              5            Blytheville school and an add-on to the Covenant 


              6            Keepers that it's academic distress. 


              7                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I'll make a motion to bring back 


              8            all the schools listed as Priority and see them on 


              9            December 16th and/or 17th. 


             10                 DR. JONES:  Can I make a request?  I have a 


             11            previous commitment for co-op on that Wednesday, on 


             12            December 16th.  Can we limit it to the 17th or the 


             13            18th? 


             14                 DR. GOTCHER:  The 17th is good for me. 


             15                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes.  Are you amending my motion? 


             16                 DR. JONES:  I am asking to amend your motion to 


             17            the 17th. 


             18                 DR. SAUNDERS:  So amended. 


             19                 DR. JONES:  Second. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Okay.  So we have a motion 


             21            by Dr. Saunders and a second by Dr. Jones to ask all 


             22            of the schools listed on Priority status -- all the 


             23            charter schools listed in Priority status to come 


             24            before us December 17th and 18th -- 18th, as needed. 


             25                 DR. GOTCHER:  Is there a protocol for the 5 
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              1            minutes, the 20 minutes, and questions?  Is that -- 


              2            is there a set protocol for that, Ms. Clay? 


              3                 MS. CLAY:  Yes.  You have hearing procedures and 


              4            it's the same basically as you followed today and 


              5            yesterday. 


              6                 DR. GOTCHER:  Sure. 


              7                 MS. CLAY:  It's 20 minutes and 5 minutes 


              8            rebuttal. 


              9                 MS. BARNES:  Good question.  I was trying to 


             10            remember; we don't have them coming back before the 


             11            academic distress committee already, do we, before 


             12            this time? 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  We do not. 


             14                 MS. BARNES:  Okay.  I just wanted to be sure. 


             15                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I'd recommend we look at three on 


             16            each day. 


             17                 MS. BARNES:  I will say that I have a commitment 


             18            on the 18th, about mid-day. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  All right.  We have a 


             20            motion on the floor.  Any additional discussion? 


             21                 DR. JONES:  I do.  I'm sorry; one more comment.  


             22            They will have access to their PARCC data, so we'll 


             23            have another measure by that time.  So we ask that 


             24            they bring some of that do the Board too. 


             25                 MS. PFEFFER:  Well, and what I was going to ask 
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              1            is if we could provide maybe some instruction or 


              2            guidelines for the conversation so that it doesn't -- 


              3            I think for me it's going to be about -- based on the 


              4            fact that you have a charter and each charter is 


              5            going to look a little different, I thought it's 


              6            important to look at the student performance and 


              7            growth in that charter and look at -- then look at 


              8            the waivers they may have, the goals of their 


              9            charter, and be able to be, of course, very 


             10            prescriptive in how we look at things in terms of are 


             11            you meeting the goals of your charter and what are 


             12            the waivers that you have and how do you know those 


             13            waivers are working.  And so, that way, I would like 


             14            to see us maybe develop some kind of document to send 


             15            them where they can plan how they're going to respond 


             16            and that will help us facilitate the conversation 


             17            without it being just wide-open and open-ended where 


             18            we really don't get down to answers. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  I think that's what Ms. 


             20            Boyd would like for us to do here on this document. 


             21                 MS. PFEFFER:  Okay. 


             22                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any additional discussion?  


             23            All those in favor -- oh -- 


             24                 MS. CLAY:  One thing I would mention on this 


             25            document, your hearing procedures call for Department 
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              1            staff to actually do the first presentation of 20 


              2            minutes.  How that's typically been handled in the 


              3            past is we have not, unless specifically requested.  


              4            We provide the information but don't actually do a 


              5            presentation.  If you would like individuals here at 


              6            the Department to present any material or be 


              7            available for questions, if you'll let us know that 


              8            as well. 


              9                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  I would assume, Ms. 


             10            Barnes, that, because these are on the Priority list, 


             11            that Dr. Wilde will have 45-day plans and be ready to 


             12            give us an update.  Would you agree? 


             13                 MS. BARNES:  If he's listening, no.  But if not 


             14            -- yes, I'll have Dr. Wilde available as well as Mr. 


             15            Louis Ferren, if possible, since he's our Systems 


             16            Coordinator in School Performance. 


             17                 MS. PFEFFER:  I think just a short presentation 


             18            for each one giving us kind of just a picture of -- 


             19            because, you know, some of these charters have been 


             20            in place for a long time and we don't necessarily 


             21            know what went into the development of those 


             22            charters.  So just a -- even a short summary before 


             23            each one would be helpful. 


             24                 MS. BARNES:  Well, now that -- 


             25                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  A brief history of the 
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              1            charter from the Charter Office, in addition -- 


              2                 MS. PFEFFER:  Right.  And the work of the School 


              3            Improvement office, so just -- 


              4                 MS. BOYD:  Ms. Pfeffer, are you wanting the same 


              5            information like we provide in the background 


              6            documents we've been giving? 


              7                 MS. PFEFFER:  I don't -- it doesn't have to be 


              8            anything long and detailed. 


              9                 MS. BOYD:  Okay. 


             10                 MS. PFEFFER:  But just -- I'm thinking, you 


             11            know, a 5-minutes overview of the charter and then a 


             12            brief update from the School Improvement office as to 


             13            what's been going on and the responsiveness that 


             14            they've seen from the schools or improvement that 


             15            they've seen, and then time for the charter to give 


             16            us that data.  And, again, just some things that we 


             17            can -- I think we're going to need to make some 


             18            decisions. 


             19                 MS. BOYD:  Okay.   


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Are we ready to take a 


             21            vote on the motion?  And then we can follow-up with 


             22            additional -- 


             23                 MS. BARNES:  With additional dates, right? 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  The motion was to call all 


             25            of the listed charter schools, the schools that are 
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              1            in Priority, before this Panel December 17th and 


              2            18th.  And we'll work on -- Ms. Boyd will work on an 


              3            agenda.  All those in favor of the motion? 


              4                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              5                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Any opposed?  Motion 


              6            passed. 


              7                 If we'll take a moment, a couple of things that 


              8            I heard us say -- I just want to kind of recap -- on 


              9            those dates of the hearing that we will begin with a 


             10            brief overview of the charter itself, Ms. Boyd. 


             11                 MS. BOYD:  Uh-huh. 


             12                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And that will include when 


             13            the charter was granted, if there have been renewals, 


             14            the mission of the charter, the waivers that 


             15            currently apply to that charter, and just some 


             16            general information.  I'm assuming probably that you 


             17            have visited all of those. 


             18                 MS. BOYD:  Uh-huh. 


             19                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  So just some general 


             20            information about those charters, because each one of 


             21            them have a unique plan -- 


             22                 MS. BOYD:  Right. 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  -- to serve students.  And 


             24            then, follow that by a report from School 


             25            Improvement, based on their report say of current -- 
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              1            of what they've experienced with those schools. 


              2                 MS. BOYD:  Okay. 


              3                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  And then as we move toward 


              4            what we want the schools to bring us, what 


              5            information would you expect to hear from the schools 


              6            themselves? 


              7                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I think one thing specifically 


              8            from the schools, I'd like to see -- we have -- first 


              9            of all, we have data within our agency that we would 


             10            need, such as, I believe, performance on state 


             11            assessments, looking at possibly five years.  So the 


             12            end-of-school performance report but taking that into 


             13            consideration with plans for improvement -- and by 


             14            that, in particular, historical work they have done 


             15            in the past to address some of the deficiencies and 


             16            what their plans are for the future. 


             17                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  I would add to that what 


             18            they've done in the past and how it has worked. 


             19                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  What those results were. 


             21                 MS. PFEFFER:  And what data. 


             22                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  What data has supported 


             23            that as they move forward. 


             24                 DR. GOTCHER:  And I'd like to also ask them to 


             25            present how they continue to become -- remain 
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              1            innovative, because the original application and the 


              2            original mission and vision may have been an 


              3            innovative method at the time.  And as technology and 


              4            teaching methods have increased, have moved forward, 


              5            I'd like to know how they are maintaining an 


              6            innovative process for educating students. 


              7                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Also, comparative data with the 


              8            surrounding districts would be beneficial. 


              9                 DR. GOTCHER:  And that should be available, 


             10            shouldn't it? 


             11                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Yes. 


             12                 DR. GOTCHER:  Yeah. 


             13                 DR. SAUNDERS:  Which we can access. 


             14                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Boyd, if you would 


             15            reference those charter schools back to 6-23-102, the 


             16            legislative intent of the Quality Charter Schools 


             17            Act, there are six items listed that they probably 


             18            need to address.  Would you agree? 


             19                 DR. GOTCHER:  One more time, please. 


             20                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  The charters would need to 


             21            address these six items. 


             22                 DR. GOTCHER:  Oh, the six legislative intents? 


             23                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Yes.   


             24                 DR. GOTCHER:  Good suggestion. 


             25                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  As in relation to where 
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              1            they are today, currently, so that we can insure that 


              2            they've not gotten off track with the mission.  Any 


              3            other comments or recommendations? 


              4                 MS. BOYD:  I have a question.  On renewal 


              5            documents we're currently asking for, I guess, some 


              6            of the non-academic aspects of the school.  I don't 


              7            know if you guys want to consider that or not.  So, 


              8            for instance, about discipline rates and how that 


              9            might be affecting -- so, for instance, if they're 


             10            suspending a lot of students, those students aren't 


             11            in class; how is that affecting those kinds of 


             12            things. 


             13                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  I would agree; any data 


             14            that supports their serving students.  I think as you 


             15            can tell from the conversations the last two days, 


             16            we're very concerned that they're serving all the 


             17            students.  So I need them to explain to me why they 


             18            are an effective charter school in the state of 


             19            Arkansas; in light of their Priority status, really 


             20            explain to me why you are an effective charter.  And 


             21            I'll just say Dr. Saunders and I attended the 


             22            Authorizers Conference in New Orleans and that was 


             23            one of the things that was really pressed upon us, 


             24            was to keep effective charters, support effective 


             25            charters but close down ineffective charters because 
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              1            it was not serving the needs of students.  And that 


              2            came from the Charter Association itself, and so I 


              3            think that is our due diligence to insure that we 


              4            have only effective charters for the State of 


              5            Arkansas. 


              6                 If you think of something that we've left off 


              7            today, if you will contact Ms. Boyd directly and 


              8            share that with her, I'm sure she'll be in contact 


              9            with all of these schools.  Any additional comments, 


             10            questions, concerns, thoughts? 


             11                 DR. GOTCHER:  Thinking of the amount of 


             12            information that we've requested, I think the three 


             13            days -- or three schools for each day is now quite 


             14            appropriate.  So I think we're headed in the right 


             15            direction.  I just know that's a lot of information 


             16            but I think we have a great responsibility to hear 


             17            all of that too.  So, that's just a comment. 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  I would add one thing to 


             19            that, is because this is October and we're asking for 


             20            that presentation in December and everything that 


             21            we've addressed is something they should be 


             22            addressing every day -- 


             23                 DR. GOTCHER:  That's true. 


             24                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  -- I would expect that the 


             25            majority of the presentation will be loaded into the 
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              1            NOVIS agenda ahead of time.  So if I can read it, see 


              2            their PowerPoint slides, see their data charts -- if 


              3            everything is put together, I don't think the 


              4            conversation would have to go extremely long.  It's 


              5            either there or it's not there. 


              6                 DR. GOTCHER:  Good suggestion, Madam Chair. 


              7                 DR. JONES:  That's a good point.  And when they 


              8            deliver items the day of, we can't give them the 


              9            attention they deserve.  I know that it hasn't -- I 


             10            haven't been able to. 


             11                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Well, it speaks of the 


             12            lack of organization, which is an issue, in my mind, 


             13            regarding effectiveness or ineffectiveness. 


             14                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I think that we just -- would it 


             15            be fair to say -- to ask for the schools to submit 


             16            their presentations by December 1st? 


             17                 DR. GOTCHER:  It's a month-and-a-half.  I think 


             18            that's appropriate. 


             19                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I think much of the information 


             20            will be coming from us as well, and I do want to 


             21            extend my support and my division; if there's any 


             22            data or anything that we could assist with, don't 


             23            hesitate to let us know. 


             24                 MS. BOYD:  Would you have a problem with moving 


             25            it to December 2nd, just because that's a Wednesday 
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              1            and that's usually when -- that's when they're used 


              2            to submitting thing? 


              3                 DR. SAUNDERS:  No problem. 


              4                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Ms. Boyd, we will also 


              5            count on your expertise on anything that you believe 


              6            is missing or has been left off that you will add. 


              7                 MS. BOYD:  Okay.  Thank you, Madam Chair. 


              8                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Anyone else? 


              9                 DR. SAUNDERS:  I do.  I just want -- I want to 


             10            thank the Charter School -- thank everybody who works 


             11            on everything, and Legal, and Communications and 


             12            everything, because y'all do a lot of work getting 


             13            ready for this.  We do realize that and we appreciate 


             14            that; very well organized and all the data is there 


             15            that we need, and I appreciate all that y'all do. 


             16                 MS. BOYD:  Thank you, Dr. Saunders. 


             17                 DR. GOTCHER:  I'd agree. 


             18                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you, Panel, and 


             19            thank you to anyone who's still with us today at 


             20            10:30.  


             21                 With no additional comments, this meeting -- I 


             22            will accept a motion for adjournment. 


             23                 DR. GOTCHER:  So moved. 


             24                 MS. BARNES:  Second. 


             25                 DR. JONES:  Second. 
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              1                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Dr. Gotcher and Ms. 


              2            Barnes.  All those in favor? 


              3                     (UNANIMOUS CHORUS OF AYES) 


              4                 CHAIRPERSON COFFMAN:  Thank you very much. 


              5                                   


              6             (The meeting was adjourned at 10:32 a.m.) 
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