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Reports

Report-1 Chair’s Report

Presenter: Dr. Tom Kimbrell

Consent Agenda

C-1 Minutes – March 21, 2014

Presenter: Mary Perry

Action Agenda

A-1 Request for District Conversion Public Charter School Amendment: 

Academic Center of Excellence, Cabot School District

The State Board of Education approved the application for the Cabot School District to operate the 

Academic Center of Excellence on March 8, 2004.  The charter is approved to serve students in grades 7-12 

with a maximum enrollment of 500. Representatives of the Cabot School District are appearing before the 

Charter Authorizing Panel to request an amendment to the current charter.

Presenter: Mary Perry

A-2 Consideration of 2014 Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Application

Ark. Code Ann. § 6-23-301 requires the authorizer to adopt an application form for those wishing to apply to 

open an open-enrollment public charter school.  Approval of this application form for review and release by 

the State Board of Education in May 2014 is requested.

Presenter: Mary Perry



 
Minutes 

Charter Authorizing Panel 
Friday, March 21, 2014 

 
The Charter Authorizing Panel met on Friday, March 21, 2014, in the auditorium of the 
Department of Education building.  Commissioner of Education Dr. Tom Kimbrell, Chair, called 
the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Dr. Tom Kimbrell, Chair; Dr. Megan Witonski, Vice Chair; Deborah Coffman; Mike 
Hernandez; John Hoy, and Dr. Karen Walters 
 
Absent:  Cody Decker 
 
The transcription of this meeting may be accessed on the Arkansas Department of Education 
website at the following: 
 

http://www.arkansased.org/about-ade/charter-authorizing-panel/minutes/archive/2014 

Action Agenda 
 
 

Request for Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Amendments: Arkansas Virtual 
Academy (ARVA) 
Dr. Scott Sides discussed the waivers being requested. 
 
A question and answer period followed. 
 
It was moved by Dr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Hernandez, and carried unanimously to 
approve the amendment requests.   

 
Request for Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Amendments: Benton County 
School of the Arts 
Dr. Paul Hines discussed the waiver and name change being requested. 
 
A question and answer period followed. 
 
It was moved by Dr. Witonski, seconded by Mr. Hoy, and carried unanimously to approve the 
amendment requests.   
 
Request for Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Amendment: Northwest Arkansas 
Classical Academy 
Mr. Chris Baumann discussed the waiver being requested for Northwest Arkansas Classical 
Academy, Premier High School of Little Rock, and Quest Middle School of Pine Bluff. 
 
A question and answer period followed. 
 
It was moved by Dr. Walters, seconded by Mr. Hernandez, and carried unanimously to approve 
the amendment request for Northwest Arkansas Classical Academy. 

 
 

http://www.arkansased.org/about-ade/charter-authorizing-panel/minutes/archive/2014


 
Request for Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Amendment: Premier High School of 
Little Rock 
It was moved by Dr. Witonski, seconded by Mr. Hoy, and carried unanimously to approve the 
amendment request for Premier High School of Little Rock. 

 
Request for Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Amendment: Quest Middle School of 
Pine Bluff 
It was moved by Dr. Witonski, seconded by Mr. Hernandez, and carried unanimously to approve 
the amendment request for Quest Middle School of Pine Bluff. 
 
Request for Open-Enrollment Public Charter School Amendment: Quest Middle School of 
West Little Rock 
Mr. Chris Baumann discussed the request to change the location of Quest Middle School of 
West Little Rock. 
 
Mr. Jeff Hathaway, Mr. Jim Saxton, Mr. Dave Freiwald, Mr. Seth Roth, Mr. Chris Heller, and Ms. 
Vada Reynolds spoke in opposition to the amendment. 
 
A question and answer period followed. 
 
It was moved by Mr. Hoy, seconded by Mr. Hernandez, and carried unanimously to approve the 
amendment request. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 
 
Minutes recorded by Mary Perry. 
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2013 ESEA REPORT

 Academic Center of Excellence

    
           



District:CABOT SCHOOL DISTRICT
School:ACADEMIC CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE
LEA:4304703
Address:21 FUNTASTIC DRIVE
CABOT, AR 72023
Phone:501-743-3520

Superintendent:WILLIAM THURMAN
Principal:GWYN EVANS
Grades:07-12
Enrollment:198
Attendance (3 QTR AVG):99.83
Poverty Rate:40.40

OVERALL SCHOOL STATUS: FOCUS

PERCENT TESTED
PERCENT TESTED STATUS: ACHIEVING

 LITERACY MATHEMATICS
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Attempted # Expected Percentage # Attempted # Expected Percentage
All Students 73 76 96.05 84 86 97.67
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 38 40 95.00 50 51 98.04
ESEA Subgroups # Attempted # Expected Percentage # Attempted # Expected Percentage
African American
Hispanic
White 70 72 97.22 78 79 98.73
Economically Disadvantaged 34 36 94.44 44 45 97.78
English Language Learners
Students with Disabilities 9 10 90.00 16 16 100.00

STUDENT PERFORMANCE -- LITERACY
LITERACY STATUS: NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

 STATUS PERFORMANCE -- LITERACY GROWTH PERFORMANCE -- LITERACY
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 30 38 78.95 86.28 91.00 85.70 93.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 10 18 55.56 75.92 91.00 78.27 93.00
Three Year Average Performance # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 77 102 75.49 86.28 91.00 15 18 83.33 85.70 93.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 22 37 59.46 75.92 91.00 78.27 93.00
ESEA Subgroups # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO
African American 71.33 72.66
Hispanic 83.08 88.81
White 30 38 78.95 86.58 85.73
Economically Disadvantaged 10 16 62.50 79.35 79.83
English Language Learners 67.59 81.78
Students with Disabilities 48.12 60.80

STUDENT PERFORMANCE -- MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS STATUS: NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

 STATUS PERFORMANCE -- MATHEMATICS GROWTH PERFORMANCE -- MATHEMATICS
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 26 37 70.27 87.95 92.00 79.33 81.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 8 17 47.06 79.72 92.00 68.93 81.00
Three Year Average Performance # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 72 96 75.00 87.95 92.00 12 18 66.67 79.33 81.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 16 34 47.06 79.72 92.00 68.93 81.00
ESEA Subgroups # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO
African American 71.41 65.38
Hispanic 82.98 72.63
White 25 35 71.43 88.41 79.83
Economically Disadvantaged 7 14 50.00 82.09 70.88
English Language Learners 67.74 62.13
Students with Disabilities 59.78 46.95

2012 SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE
GRADUATION RATE STATUS: NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

 2012 SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Actual Graduates # Expected Graduates Percentage 2012 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 33 73 45.21 77.63 94.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 12 37 32.43 66.13 94.00
Three Year Average Performance # Actual Graduates # Expected Graduates Percentage 2012 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 109 232 46.98 77.63 94.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 34 100 34.00 66.13 94.00
ESEA Subgroups # Actual Graduates # Expected Graduates Percentage 2012 AMO
African American 72.23
Hispanic 76.85
White 32 66 48.48 77.53
Economically Disadvantaged 8 30 26.67 62.97
English Language Learners 100.00
Students with Disabilities 4 11 36.36 72.92

Report created on October 31, 2013 - 3:00PM                   **** FINAL REPORT - REDACTED ****
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                    Cabot High School 



District:CABOT SCHOOL DISTRICT
School:CABOT HIGH SCHOOL
LEA:4304005
Address:401 N LINCOLN
CABOT, AR 72023
Phone:501-843-3562

Superintendent:WILLIAM THURMAN
Principal:HENRY HAWKINS
Grades:10-12
Enrollment:2052
Attendance (3 QTR AVG):93.27
Poverty Rate:25.88

OVERALL SCHOOL STATUS: NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

PERCENT TESTED
PERCENT TESTED STATUS: ACHIEVING

 LITERACY MATHEMATICS
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Attempted # Expected Percentage # Attempted # Expected Percentage
All Students 638 641 99.53 545 551 98.91
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 193 195 98.97 225 228 98.68
ESEA Subgroups # Attempted # Expected Percentage # Attempted # Expected Percentage
African American 15 15 100.00 13 13 100.00
Hispanic 23 23 100.00 24 25 96.00
White 581 584 99.49 500 505 99.01
Economically Disadvantaged 162 164 98.78 206 209 98.56
English Language Learners 12 12 100.00 10 11 90.91
Students with Disabilities 48 49 97.96 33 34 97.06

STUDENT PERFORMANCE -- LITERACY
LITERACY STATUS: NEEDS IMPROVEMENT

 STATUS PERFORMANCE -- LITERACY
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 496 618 80.26 83.69 91.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 113 182 62.09 63.83 91.00
Three Year Average Performance # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 1466 1840 79.67 83.69 91.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 311 533 58.35 63.83 91.00
ESEA Subgroups # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO
African American 9 14 64.29 61.54
Hispanic 16 22 72.73 55.88
White 461 564 81.74 85.19
Economically Disadvantaged 104 153 67.97 70.55
English Language Learners 3 12 25.00 16.67
Students with Disabilities 16 44 36.36 35.53

STUDENT PERFORMANCE -- MATHEMATICS
MATHEMATICS STATUS: ACHIEVING

 STATUS PERFORMANCE -- MATHEMATICS
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 430 513 83.82 81.27 92.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 168 209 80.38 75.99 92.00
Three Year Average Performance # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 1164 1442 80.72 81.27 92.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 421 576 73.09 75.99 92.00
ESEA Subgroups # Achieved # Tested Percentage 2013 AMO
African American 7 12 58.33 35.18
Hispanic 19 24 79.17 74.64
White 399 470 84.89 82.10
Economically Disadvantaged 155 190 81.58 78.76
English Language Learners 7 10 70.00 58.33
Students with Disabilities 22 32 68.75 62.13

2012 SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE
GRADUATION RATE STATUS: ACHIEVING

 2012 SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE
ESEA Flexibility Indicators # Actual Graduates # Expected Graduates Percentage 2012 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 591 642 92.06 83.53 94.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 151 179 84.36 74.55 94.00
Three Year Average Performance # Actual Graduates # Expected Graduates Percentage 2012 AMO 90TH PCTL
All Students 1601 1868 85.71 83.53 94.00
Targeted Achievement Gap Group 409 543 75.32 74.55 94.00
ESEA Subgroups # Actual Graduates # Expected Graduates Percentage 2012 AMO
African American 12 13 92.31 69.70
Hispanic 17 20 85.00 88.09
White 548 593 92.41 83.43
Economically Disadvantaged 123 150 82.00 72.44
English Language Learners 100.00
Students with Disabilities 48 57 84.21 77.38

Report created on October 31, 2013 - 3:00PM                   **** FINAL REPORT - REDACTED ****
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ARKANSAS DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  

REQUIREMENTS FOR LETTER OF INTENT 

To Apply for an Open-Enrollment Public Charter School 
 
 
Applicants for open-enrollment public charter schools are required to send a one-page 
“Letter of Intent to Apply for an Open-Enrollment Public Charter School” to the 
Arkansas Department of Education. 

 
Submit the signed letter of intent, via email, to the Arkansas Department of Education  
at the following email address no later than 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 29, 2014, in order 
for the application to be considered by the authorizer during the 2014 application cycle: 
 

ade.charterschools@arkansas.gov 
 

Required format to be followed for the letter of intent: 
 
1. The letter of intent is to be a one-page document; 
2. Include the full legal name of the eligible entity which intends to apply for a charter. If 

the sponsoring entity is a non-profit organization, specify the name exactly as 
submitted on the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) application for non-profit status 
through 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, and state whether the entity has 
already received 501(c)(3) status or has applied for 501(c)(3) status. 

3. Include a contact person’s name, full address, daytime telephone number, and email 
address; 

4. Give a description of the eligible entity that is sponsoring the application; 
5. Give the name of the proposed open-enrollment public charter school; 
6. Describe the location of the proposed open-enrollment public charter school and state 

the school district in which the charter school would be located; 
7. Identify the grade levels of students intended to be served by the open-enrollment 

public charter school; 
8. Identify the number of students intended to be served by the open-enrollment 

public charter school; and 
9. Provide a one-paragraph description of the purpose or special emphasis of the 

proposed school. 
 
The designated contact person must sign the letter of intent to apply. 

 
A copy of the letter of intent must be sent, via the same email transmission that the 
letter is sent to the Arkansas Department of Education, to the superintendent of the 
public school district where the proposed public charter school will be located.   

 

mailto:ade.charterschools@arkansas.gov


























Name of Other Charter Position at Other Charter Status of Other Charter 
Operating                               

Voluntarily Closed 
Involuntarily Closed

Address of Other Charter Web Address for State 
Assessment Results of 

Other Charter

Name of Individual with Prior Charter Experience
Position with Proposed Charter





 

2014 APPLICATION 
OPEN-ENROLLMENT PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL 

STATEMENT OF ASSURANCES 
 
The signature of the president of the board of directors of the proposed public charter 
school’s sponsoring entity certifies that the following statements are and will be 
addressed through policies adopted by the sponsoring entity and policies to be adopted 
by the public charter school; and, if the application is approved, that the sponsoring 
entity, governing body, administration, and staff of the open-enrollment charter shall 
abide by them: 

 
1.  The information submitted in this application is true to the best of my knowledge and 

belief, and this application has been sent to the superintendent of all the districts 
from which we intend to draw students. 

 
2.  The open-enrollment public charter school shall be open to all students, on a space-

available basis, and shall not discriminate in its admission policy on the basis of 
gender, national origin, race, ethnicity, religion, disability, or academic or athletic 
eligibility, except as follows: the open-enrollment public charter school may adopt 
admissions policies that are consistent with federal law, regulations, or guidelines 
applicable to charter schools. The charter may provide for the exclusion of a student 
who has been expelled from another public school district. 

 
3.  In accordance with federal and state laws, the open-enrollment public charter 

school hiring and retention policies of administrators, teachers, and other 
employees shall not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, 
sex, ethnicity, sexual orientation, mental or physical disability, age, ancestry, or 
special need. 

 
4.  The open-enrollment public charter school shall operate in accordance with federal 

laws and rules governing public schools; applicable provisions of the Arkansas 
Constitution; and state statutes or regulations governing public schools not waived 
by the approved charter. 

 
5.  The open-enrollment public charter school shall not use the moneys that it 

receives from the state for any sectarian program or activity, or as collateral  
for debt. 

 
However, open-enrollment public charter schools may enter into lease-purchase 
agreements for school buildings built by private entities with facilities bonds exempt 
from federal taxes under 26 USCS 142(a) as allowed by Arkansas Code Annotated 
§ 6-20-402. No indebtedness of an open-enrollment public charter school shall ever 
become a debt of the state of Arkansas. 

 
6.  The open-enrollment public charter school shall not impose taxes or charge 

students tuition or fees that would not be allowable charges in the public  
school districts. 

 
7.  The open-enrollment public charter school shall not be religious in its 

operations or programmatic offerings. 
 



 

 
8.  The open-enrollment public charter school shall ensure that any of its employees 

who qualify for membership in the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System or the  
State and Public School Employee Insurance Program shall be covered under  
those systems to the same extent a qualified employee of a traditional school district 
is covered. 

 
9.  The employees and volunteers of the open-enrollment public charter school are held 

immune from liability to the same extent as other public school district employees 
and volunteers under applicable state laws. 

 
10. The open-enrollment public charter school shall be reviewed for its potential impact 

on the efforts of a public school district or public school districts to comply with court 
orders and statutory obligations to create and maintain a unitary system of 
desegregated public schools. 

 
11. The open-enrollment public charter school shall comply with all health and safety 

laws, rules and regulations of the federal, state, county, region, or community that 
may apply to the facilities and school property. 

 
12. The applicant confirms the understanding that certain provisions of state law shall 

not be waived.  The open-enrollment public charter school is subject to any 
prohibition, restriction, or requirement imposed by Title 6 of the Arkansas Code 
Annotated and any rule and regulation approved by the State Board of Education 
under this title relating to: 

 
(a) Monitoring compliance with Arkansas Code Annotated § 6-23-101 et seq.  as 

determined by the Commissioner of the Department of Education; 
 

(b) Conducting criminal background checks for employees; 
 

(c) High school graduation requirements as established by the State Board  
     of Education; 

 
(d) Special education programs as provided by this title; 

(e) Public school accountability under this title; 

(f) Ethical guidelines and prohibitions as established by Arkansas Code Annotated 
§ 6-24-101 et seq., and any other controlling state or federal law regarding 
ethics or conflicts of interest; and 

 
(g) Health and safety codes as established by the State Board of Education and 

local governmental entities. 

 



 

13. The facilities of the public charter school shall comply with all requirements for 
accessibility for individuals with disabilities in accordance with the ADA and IDEA 
and all other state and federal laws. 

 
14.  Should the open-enrollment public charter school voluntarily or involuntary close, 

the applicant confirms the understanding that any fees associated with the closing 
of the school including, but not limited to, removal of furniture, equipment, general 
expenses, etc., are the sole responsibility of the sponsoring entity. No 
indebtedness of any kind incurred or created by the open-enrollment public charter 
school shall constitute an indebtedness of the state or its political subdivisions, and 
no indebtedness of the open-enrollment public charter school shall involve or be 
secured by the faith, credit, or taxing power of the state or its political subdivisions.  
Upon dissolution of the open-enrollment public charter school or upon nonrenewal 
or revocation of the charter, all net assets of the open-enrollment public charter 
school, including any interest in real property, purchased with public funds shall be 
deemed the property of the state, unless otherwise specified in the charter of the 
open-enrollment public charter school. If the open-enrollment public charter school 
used state or federal funds to purchase or finance personal property, real property 
or fixtures for use by the open-enrollment public charter school, the authorizer may 
require that the property be sold. The state has a perfected priority security interest 
in the net proceeds from the sale or liquidation of the property to the extent of the 
public funds used in the purchase. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Signature of President of the Sponsoring Entity Board of Director 

Printed Name 

Date 
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